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Barta, to be managed by Cainzyet if he wãted mettle, 
he were worth nothing to a man of ſpitit. Giue me the 
moſt magnificent glorious Worldling, that euer 
trod vpõ eatthly mould: richly crowned with all the 
ornaments, and excellencies of nature, art, policy; pre- 
ferment, or what heart can wiſh beſides; yet without 
te liſe of grace to animate and ennoble them; hee 
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breath, and yet not able to blow ſo much, as one cold 
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tiue, (and ſhall for euer, in whomſocuer takes 
Geds part) te make you, both more truely Honou- 
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able to out King and State; both to caſt a Diuiner 
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ynwotthily frayed awry, by that foule fiend, Fa- 
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confinde, when all the world beſides lay drownedin Idola- 
trie and Paganiſme, ready to bee ſwallowed vp into an yni- 
uerſall graue of Waters, which was alread falhioned in che 
clouds by the angry, vnreſiſtable band of the all- powerfull 
God, who was now ſo implacably, but moſt iuſtly prouoked 
by thoſe rebellious and cruell generations, that Hee would 
not ſuffer His Spirit to ſtriue any more with them; but inex- 
orably teſolued to open the windowes or floudgates of hea- 
uen, giuing extraordinarie * of influence to the Stars, 

abundance to the Fountaines of the great deepe, comman- 
ding them to caſt out the whole treaſure, and heape of their 
waters; & taking away the retentiue power from the clouds, 
that they might powre done immeaſurably; for the bury- 
ing of al living creatures which breathed inthe ayre : Noah 
and his family excepted. From whence by the way, before I 
breake into my text, take this Note. | 

Doctr. The ſeruants of God are men of ſingularitie: I 
meane it not in reſpect of any fantaſticalneſſe of opinion, fu- 
riouſneſſe of zeale, or turbulencie of faction, truely ſo called: 
but in reſpect of abſtinence from ſinne, puritie of heart, and 
holineſſe of life. = 
Reaſons: 1. Gods holy Word exacts and expects from all 
| * Quamwuleos | that are new-borne, and heires of Heauen, an excellency a- 
| Philoſophorum | Hove ordinary, Pro. 12. 26. Matth. 5. 20. & 47. Being taken. 


g 2 & 1 forth as the precious from the vile, lerem. 15. 19. by the power 


Z panes mode of the Miniſterie, they muſt not onely goe beyond the hiefh 


ox-liberales,ab\\ d ciuill perfections of the exacteſt morall Puritane amongſt 
bg ann the moſt honeſt Heathens, Heb.12.14. but alſo exceed the 


„ mundifimul& righteouſneſſe, and all the out ward religious conformities of 


| _— repuen- the deuouteſt Phariſes, whoſe ſufficiencies, Luk. 18. 11;1 2. 


' Huſtiriz,nonmi- many chouſands in theſe times come ſhorr of, and yet hope 
nus quamſcien- to be ſaued : or they can in uo caſe enter into the Kingdome of 
tiamſine Deo homines oftendunt quales k Deo facti ſunt: vide quid Chriſtiani facere poſſunt, quorum 
in mclius per Chriftum natura & vita iaſtruQa eſt, & qui diuinæ quoq; gratiæ iuuantut auxilio. Auguſte 
Bi. 142. d Que non totmenta paticmur , qui eum iubeamur mfticid fi e Phariſaos. Gentilibus 

NR ores iaceamus ĩ Quemadmodum igitur,reſponde quæſo, videbi num fururum* C hey. 
5 18. in cap. 5. Matth. As for theſe vertues bas belong vnto merall riehtcouſne honeſty of life, ve 


doe not mention them, becatiſe they ave not vnte Chrifian mm es they are Chriſtian , but doe concerne em 
a> mer, Hooker lib.3.of Becleſia Polite, | BY oy — 


Heaney. 2. 2 


C 


comfortable walking with Gol. | -+2 
Heauen. But leſt any bee proudly puft vp with ſence of this 
ſingularitie, and excellencie aboue his neighbour ; let him 
know, that humilitie is euer one of the faireſt flowers in the 


1 


whole garland of his ſupernaturall and diuine worth; and 
that ſelfe-conceitednefle would impoyſon euen Angelicall 

perfection. e I * 
2. They muſt vpon neceſſitie differ from a world of wie- 
ked men; by a ſincere ſingularitie of abſtinence from the * 

e courſe of this world; the f luſts of men; the corruptions of e Bpbefa. a. 
the times; 5 familiaritie with graceleſſe companions ; the h R ttt 

b worldlings language, prophane ſports; all wicked wayes g Fron. . 1, 1j. 
of chriving, riſing, and growing great in the world, &c. n 88 

3. They make conſc 


ience of thoſe duties and diuinef Sicut qui Biabo- 

commands, which the greateſt part of men, euen in the —— 

noonetide of the Goſpell, are ſo farre from taking to heatt, Au, & opere 

that their hearts riſe againſt them. As, to bee hot in Reli - 2 
gion, Reu. 3. 16. To be zealous of good workes, Tit. 2. 14. Ahrſerte impio- 
To walke * preciſely, Epheſ. 5. 15. To bee feruent in ſpirit, — — 

Rom. 1 2. 11. To ſtriue to enter in at the ſtraite gate, Luke wicit. &. i 
13. 24. To plucke out their right eyes; that is, to abandon 44 

their boſome delights, Matth. 5. 29. To make the Sabbath a 

delight, Iſa. 58. 13. To loue the Brotherhood, 1. Pet. 2. 17. 

Wich an holy violence, to lay hold ypon the Kingdome of 
Jeauen, Matth. 11.12. 4+ 

Experience, and examples of all ages, from che creati- 

Su downeward clearely prooue the point. At this time, as 
you ſee, the Saints of God were all harboured vnder one 

roofe, and yet not all ſound there. Suruey the ages after- 

ward: The time of Abraham; who was as a brand taken out 
of the fire of the Chaldeans: The time of Euah, when none 
appeared to that bleſſed man of God: The time of Eſaiab, 
who cryed, chap. 5 3. I. ho hath beleeuodl our report! The time 
of Aanaſſeb, who built altar: for all the hoſt f Heauen, in 
the two Courts of the Houſe ofthe Lord: The time of Antio- 

che, hen he.commanded the Sapctuarie, and holy people 

tobeepolluced with Swines-fleſh, pnd vncleane beaſts to be 

ſacrificed, the abomination of deſolation to bee ſer yp vpon 


"E Bez the 
'\ \ 


N 


" dub. wn. 


:. Galar.g.22, 
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*** 


many are falſe : hearted or meerely formall? 


with ſuperficial flouriſhes of holineſſe and honeſty, but their 


the Altar: That darkſome time, when the glorious Day- Stur, 
Chtiſt Ieſus himſelfe, came downe from Heauen to illighten 
he earth: The time of Antichriſt, when all the world mon- 
thed after the Beal: Our times, wherein, of ſixe parts of the 
earth, ſcaree one of the leaſt is Chriſtian. And what a deale 
of Chriſtendome is {till ouer-growne with Popery , and o- 
ther exorbitanrdiſtempers in point of Religion? And where 
the Truth of Chriſt is purely, and powerfully taught, how 
ſew glue theit names vnto it? And of thoſe who profeſſe, how 


oy 


5. Mechinks worldly wiſdomeſhould rather wonder that 
any one is wonne vnto God]; then ery out, and complaine; 
Is it poſſible, there ſhould be ſo few ? Sich all the powers of 
darkneſſe, and every diuell in hell oppoſe'mightand maine 
the plantation of grace in any ſoule + ſith there are moe 
ſnares vpon earth, to keepe vs ſtill in the inviſible chaines of 
darleneſſe and ſinne, then there are ſtarres in heauen: fich 
eu 1 artery of out bodies, if it could, would 
ſwell with helliſh venome to the bigneſſe of the greateſt G. 
hah, the mightieſt Gyant, that it might make reſiſtance to 
the ſanAfying worke of the holy Ghoſt : fith our ſoules na- 
turally would tather die, and put off their immortalicy and 

everlaſting being, then pur on the Lord Ieſus + In a word, 

fith the new creation of a man is holden a greater worke of 
wonder, then the creation of the world. | 

6, Laſtly, let vs ſet aſide in any Country, Citie, Towne, 

Pamily : Firſt, all Atheiſts, Papifts, and diflempered exon 
bitants, from the bleſſed Truth of dectrine taught in our 

Church: Secondly, all Whotemongers, Drunkards, Swea- 

rers, Lyers, i Reuellers, Worldlings, Vſurers, and fellowes of 
ſuch infamous ranke : Thirdly, all meerely eiuill men , who 

come ſhote of Cato, Fabriciar, and Brhet honeſt Hearhens, 

and wanting holinefſe, ſhall neuer ſce the Lord, Heb. 12.4 

Fourchly, all grofle Hypocrites, whoſe outſides are painted 


inward parts filed vvith tottenneſſe and luſt; who haue their 
handsin godly eneteiſes, when their hearts are in hell Fiftly, 
47 


. _ — — 


* 


comfortable walking with Gad. 5 

all formall Hypocrites , who are deluded in point of Salua- 

tion, as were the fooliſh Virgins, and that proud Phariſe, 

Luk, 18. 11. Sixthly, allfinall back - ſliders, of which ſome 

turne ſenſuall Epicures, and plunge themſelues into worldly 

pleaſures, with farre more rage and greedineſſe, by reaſon of 

former reſtraint by a temporarie profeſſion; others become 

ſcurrill deriders of the holy way; ſome; bloody goads in the 

fides of thoſe with whom they haue formerly walked into 

the houſe of God, as friends. Seuenthly, all vnſound Pro- 

feſſors for the preſent, of which you would little thinke, 

what a number there is: I lay, let theſe — — other _ 

ers to the purity and power of godlineſſe be ſet apart, and 

ny mee — true - hearted Natheneels wee are like to 

k finde?- © + Non pee 
Ves: 1. Trie then the truth of thy ſpirituall ſtate by this r Erne eds 

marke of a ſober and ſincere ſingulatitie. If thou ſtill hol- res, reins 

deſt correſpondence with the world, and conformitie to the Pon non appa. 

. thereof; — ſtill wre er, 5 the _— Ne nk ek. 
the times, and ſhiſteſt thy ſailes to the ſitting of euery endes, poreſt 

Winde; iſ thine heart hanker Rill after the taſtleſſe fooleries Hage 

of goodfellowſhip, and follow the multitude to doe ill; if 2/4 47453 . 

thou be carried with the ſwinge and ſway of the place were 

thou liueſt, to vphold by a boiſterous combination, lewd- | 

neſſe and yanity,to prophane the Lords day, to ſcorne Pro- 

feſſion, oppoſe the Miniſterie, and walke in the broad Wayz 

In a word, if thou doeſt as the moſt i doe; — — 

vndone for euer. But if with a mercifull violence thou bee er — 

fam viam 


pulled out ofthe world, by the power ofthe Word, and hap- be- 
pily weaned from the fenlialf. lantes non exitis, 


, inſenfible poiſon of all bit · aged Temp, 
ter- ſweet pleaſures; and felloyſhip with vafruirfull workes S. 25 
of darkneſſe; If by ſtanding on Gods fide, and hatredof 2 
all falſe mayer, thou art become the Drum ara ſong. as Danid * . 
Vas, and a by-word amongſt the ſonnes of Baal, as was 
lob; Ifthe world lowre and looke ſowre vpon thee for thy 
looking towards Heauen, and thy good- fellow companions 
abandon Thee, as too preciſe; /frhy life be not like other mens, 

and thy waies of another faſhion, as the Epicures of choſe times 
x Artes 6 B 3 | charged 


—— - 
— — —— 


8 
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charged the righteous man, when the bookeof Wiſedome 
was written; In a word, if thou walkeſt in the narrow way, 
Lukioz, and be one ofthat little flock, which lives amongſt Wolues, 
. and therefore muſt needs bee little; ſo that by all the Leo- 
pards, Lions, and Beares about thee, I meane all forts of vn- 

regenerate men, thou art hunted for thy holinefle, as a Par- 

tridge on the mounraines, atleaſt by the poiſon and perſecu- 
tion ofthe tongue; I ſay, then thou art certainly in the hie 

way to Heaven. . 2 70 | GINA 

2+ If the Saints of God bee men of fingularitie, in the 
ſence I haue ſaid; then away with thoſe baſe, and braineleſſe 

cauils, againſt thoſewho are wiſe vnto ſaluation: What? 
» Cam vndique àte ybuwiſer thenyourfore-fathers?chenall the 2 Towne? 


wal, peaſtrepants then ſuch and ſuch learned men ? then your owne Parents? 
dicant,Quare. 
Fr 


79 3s Tu ſolus Are you wiſer then your Head, may the Husband ſay, &c. 
Chuſlianvses4.. n Nay further, to Noah it might haue been ſaid by the wret- 
N e ehes of thoſe times, Art &£30u- wiſer then all the world ( He 
de Fe out of the height of his heroicall reſolotion, eaſily endured 
ig reellas and digeſted the affronts and indignities of this kinde from 
Move quos 2 millions of men.) But take thou theſe ſpitefull taunts, and 
— 7 rer, binde them in the meane time, as a Crowne vnto thee; and 
quod peius Gl aduance forward in thine holy ſingularitie with all ſwecte 


exemplo C 
ftianorum ſuffo- 0 & x1 ay no Regie 
cat Chriſtianos. Sudatur, a ſtuatur, tribulatur anima Chriſtiana, &c. Ideo vide quid dicat, Reſponder 
enim, Quid mihi prodeſt, quia modò mihi facio remedia, & lueror paucos die; Exeo hinc de iſto ſe· 
culo, & vado ad Dominum meum, & mittet me * ae quia præpoſuĩ paucos dies vitæ futuræ, mittet 
me in gehennas — Er hoc forte non in platea tibĩ dicit amicus, ſed in domo vxor, aut forte, maritus vx- 
oi fideli;bonz & ſanctæ deceptoripſius, Si mulier marito, Bua eſt illi: Si vir vxori, Diabolus eſt illi. Aut 
ipſa tibi Ina eſt, aut tu illi ſerpens es. Aug. in P ſal 93. p. 20. n Non igitur dubium eſt, quĩn generatio 
infenũſſimꝭ cum oderit, & variè exercuerit, inſultantes ei: Num tu ſulus ſapis:? Num ſolus tu Deo 
—— Num nos taliqui omnes erramus f omnes damnabimur ? Tu ſolus non erras Solus non damna- 
ia He magna virtus fuit. Nobis enim hodiè impoſſibile eſſe videtur, vt vnus ſe opponat toti orbi 
rerrarum,reliquos omnes damnet,tanquam malos, qui tamen Eccleſiam, verbum & culcum Dei iactant, 
ſe autem ſolùm ſtatuat Dei filium, d Deo atceptum eſſe, Lu herus Neg; paruum eſt deſpicere irridentes 
& opprobgprcs, & ſalibus iaceſſentes at wſtus ille hon tantùm decem de Ajginti, & centum homines, 
ſed & hominum naturam & tot n Veriſimiſe enim omnes illos ri repre- 
hendere, ſubſannare,$& debacchari : & forte etiam, fi | 


! „ 


poſſibile fuiſſet, dilacerare dlc. bryſoft.Hom. 
23. in cap. 6. Geu. Tam domeſlicailli erat ſtrenuiras, vt viam diuerſam à vulgari, quam omnis multicudo 
iaambulabat, iret:& ne que timeret, neque ſuſpicaretur aliquid tale, quale veriſimile eſt, ignauis aceidete: 
qui fi quando viderint, multos ſimul contpirare, hoc velamen, & hanc occaſionem ſuæ ignauiz prerex- 
unt, ac dicunt : Quid ego nouum, & ſiogulare poſt illos omnes facturus eſſem aduerſarius tauta multi. 
dudinis, 5 cum tanto populo bellum ſuſcepturus 4 Numquid illis rr 98 eſſem?Que. 
vtilit as foret tantarum inimicitiarum5 Quod pdum tanti odij 5 Nihil talium cogitabat, neque in 
animum ſumebar, [Ldemibid. an. as. ; 4 | WL Stn 


content 


comfortable nally g with God, | 7 


content and vndauntedneſſe of ſpitit, towards that glorious 
immortall Crowne aboue; and let thoſe miſerable men, 
whoſe eyes are hood · winkt by Satan, and ſo blinded win 
earthly duſt, that they cannot poſſibly diſcetne the inuiſibl 
excellencies and true nobleneſſe of the neglected Saints 
follow the folly of their worldly wiſdome, and ſway ofte 
greater part, to endleſſe woe; and then giue loſers leaue ts 
talke. | Sour e roger 200 1 
ze Let every one, who in ſinceritie of heart ſee kes to be 


o to be ſingled out from the vniuerſall peſtilent contagion of 2 Towalky with 
common prophanenes, and the ſinfull courſes of the greateft e 
4% but oy 


p. 8.18. _ 


Ie viuentes Chri- 
ſtiani, inter 


large, as we call them, as fellowes that affected a preciſeneſſe cge, & inter for. 
nicatores caſtus 

ſult and ſcoffingly fly in the face of ſuch an holy one: To 5 

| | maticcrum Deum 


finceriter colere, 
n ee nihil tale te- 


tecedit à via Chriſti Dei. Quando audit yerba aſpera, vnde ſibi haba facere ſolatium, vt non cu- 
ret verba aſpera, &c. Dicat, Qualia vetba audio, ſeruus peccarap Dominus mens audiuit, Dæmo nium 


habes, Aug ill. in f. ſalm. 


EE ae 


Generall directions for a 


ͤ— 


limplex'ali- are 4 Peter, you come from Heauen, &c. In ꝗ after- times, if a 
Gcaſtu-ave man were bur meere y ciuill, ingemuour: chaſte, temperate, hee 
ene, wermade a by-word and laughing ftocke to thoſe about him. 
conventulatam They preſently ſaid ; Hee was proud, ſingular, beſide himſelſe, 
— ite, & c. Thus it oe at this time, and will bee _ — 
ſeQerur,fabula, & orlds end, that igmaticall Whoremonger, beattly 
efficrur. — Drunkard, 3 ſcoffing ſmael, and Sele * | 

guoquev s fingu- yretch will haue a bitter gird, a dry blow, as they ſay, a ſcur- 
— till gibe, to throw like the Mad- mans fire- brand into the 
een face of Gods people, as though they were a company of 
| . mu odde humorous fellowes, and a contemptible generation. 
devenirent.Geam This, I ſay, euer was, and euer will bee the worlds opinion of 
hae the wayes of God, The children of darkneſſe euer harbour 
— ſuch conceits, and peremptorily paſſe ſuch cenſures vpon the 

rum con- : 
ad malum Children of light. ; 


per 
trakuntur, dum It is range! men are content to be fingular in any thing, 


ſortia 
— ſaue in the ſeruice of God, and ſaluation of their ſoules. 
\- nomina pat hag They deſire, and labour too, to be ſingularly rich, and the 
8 wealchief in a Town; to be ſingularly proud, and infaſhion 
, — by themſelues; to be the ſtrongeſt in the company topowre 
r a. in ſtrong drinke. They would with all their hearts be in ho- 
8 nour alone, and adored aboue others. They would dwell a- 
lone, and not ſuffer a poore mans houſe to be within ſight, 
They affect ſingularitie in wit, learning, wiſedome, valour, 
worldly reputation, and in all other earthly precedencies ; 
but they can by no means endure aloneneſſe, and fingularity 
in zeale, and the Lords ſeruice. In matters of Religion, they 
are reſolued to doe as the moſt doe, tho in ſo doing they cer- 
tainly damne their owne ſoules, Math. 7. 13. Baſeſt coward- 
lineſſe, and feareſulneſſe fit for ſuch a doome / Reuel. a1. 8. 
They are afraid of taking Gods part too much ; of fighting 
too valiantly vnder the Colours of Chriſt; of being too bu- 
fie about the ſaluation of their ſoules; leſt they ſhould bee 
accounted too preciſe, fellowes of an odde humour, and 
engroſſers of more grace than ordinarie, -It is one of Satans 
dreadfull gs, as wide as hell, and brimme-full with the 
blood of infinite ſoules : To make men ambitious, and coue.. 


tous 


— en nee II ene nee 


- comfirtablewallingwith God, 


tous of welle menen butin odiieſſe, 
Gods ſeruices; not to fi aeririorhemlelucs cod operſews 


it in others. 


Nov in this Story of Waal, ſo highly honoured wick fin» 
gularity of freedome from the finfull contagion of thoſe deſe 
perate times, and happily exempted from that moſt 
and greateſt ludgement ypori earth that euer the Sunne os 
an vniuerſall drowning ; gloriouſly mounting vp vpon the 
wings of ſaluation and iow, both of ſoule and body, when 
add of Giant-like Rebels ſunke to the bottome of tha 
new Sea, as a ſtone, or lead, Iconſider, i 

1. The cauſe of ſucha ſingular bleffed preſeruttioo;which n 
was the free grace and fauour of Gods Bus Noah found grace 
in the eyes of the Lord, verſ. 8, | 
2. Therenowne,and honour of Naalu name: in that he | 
Nands heare as the Father of the * new world, holy ſeede, © Pereunre mans 


and progenitors of Teſus Chriſt: Theſearethe generations of 


Noab, verſe . 
3. The A of Noahs 1. Perforiall goodnefſe ; 2 * 


2. Preſeruation: 3. Poſteritie. Theſe two latter follow. —.— 
His perſonall deſcription ſtands in the end of verſe g. Naab . — 
W415 iuſt man, —— genranatdend Rock ulated ** 
with God, Where wee finde him honoured with three noble ny 
Attributes, which make yp the Character of a compleate 
Chriſtians 1. Honeſtie. 2. Vprightneſſe. 3. Pietie. And 

they receiue much excellency and luſtre from a circum- 
ſtance of time: In bis generations : ¶ which were many and 4 
mainly corrupt. 

Withour any further vnfolding my Texts coherence and — 
dependance vpon either precedent or following parts, (for sag . 
Hiftoricall paſſages are plainer, and doe not euer exꝛct the . 
length and labour of ſuch an exact other Scrip- _— 
tures doe, ) I collect from the firft point, wherein I finde one cn 
Gods free grace to bee the prime and Principall cauſe of — 
Noahs preſeruation, this Note: m, &leculo con- 
Dodd. The free grace — che ſirſt moouer — 


and fountaine of _ ll our good · Conſider for this papoech 
P 


- a 4 
* 


© | — WI — — 
— — 8 phe a 5 , 
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places as 2 1.3. ae 4 4 Deur 7.7. 8. Rom. 9.1 F, 
2% 110. 36. | R * f J. ä 1. 53 101 HY ES Ts 38 do. F 
7 it muſt A y > For it — * impoſſible ahat 

y finire cauſe, created power, or any thing out of Him- 
ſelle, ſhould primarily mooue and incline the eternall, im- 
murable, increated, omnipotent will of God. The true ori- 
gina ad prir emotiue of all gracious, bountifull expreſſi- 
visand effuſions of loue pon His Elect, is His tru, His 
meim beneplacitum : The good pleaſure of Hit will., And 

- —— therefore to hold, that election to life is made vpon fores 
rr incipiat velle: ſight of faith, good 2 vie of free will; or 
ita ira ben anylereated motive, is not only falſe, and wiekæd; but alſe 


— an ignorant and abſurd Tenent. To ſay no more at this time, 


aliquid vente lere jt tobs God of his All- ſufficiencie, making Him goe out of 


ihil poteſt ei eſſe : ; . 
— aberer.. Himſelfe looking to this or that in the creature, vpon which 


8 His will may. bee determined to elect. The Schoole-men 
Aan tho otherwiſea totten generation of Diuines, yet are right 
4 1. | 3. | * 0 his : : | 1 : 1 1 
Non enim Deus int ' * = : : „ g 

e 1. That diſtinction which I learne from my Maſter, in 
ede. his heauenly Sermons publiſhed fince his death, doth leade 
nip vo- vnto atight, and truely inlighten this Head-fpring of all our 


luntas ab alio in 


Volendo depen- Bod 1. June ations of Gear lone vnto vt ſaith he, 4re ſo 
deret, quod re- i, hrifi chat they are wholly ſuſpended om Him, aud His me- 


_— et &- pits axe rhe onely procuring cauſe of them: For example, For- 
diſt. 40. . pinencſſe of ſinnes is an action ef Gods lone vnto vt, and yet this 
— wholly depende upon briſt, and bis merits; fo that His pre- 

caulzfwalis.8& ch Blond muſt either procare this mercy. for vs from God, 
WE oat elſe they will neuer bee forginen ; and this, and the like lone 
nullom eſt obie- of God, is both in Chriſt, and for Chriſt. 2. There are ſome o- 


X Deo 
8 the abſolute will of God, without any concurrence of Chriſtt me- 
—— = rits;” As the eternaltparpoſeof God, whereby Hee hath deter- 
e. ined to chuſe ſoms mem to ſaluation; this is au action of Gods 
rene, Ine mecrely riſtag ons of His abſolute will, without Chriſfts 
e merit. For Chriſt is a Nlediatour, and all his merits are the 
ban, deer bit laue, not the cuuſe of it. Audyet this lone, thewgh it 


dallSer 275 endpjor(Chrift, vat is it in Cbriſt, Epheſ. 3. 11. According to 
nas 8 127 | : the 


ther attions of Gods loue , whichariſe meerely and onely out of 


comforteble walking with God. 


the heeternall purpoſe, which hee wrought in Ohriſt Jeſus qur 
Lord: 3 ws the execution of it 6. far" cue bit, 
eternall pn allthe aftions;of Gods lone; which ariſe 
from his 2 Will are ane f 2 e 1 pafe' 10 and 
through Chriſt. 
3 Wee Gebe ef thesbſolure,and — 
frankeneſſe of chisvnconceiueable loue of Gd to his. which 
reacheth from euerlaſting, to euetlaſting, by-looki e f 
that goodly, faire, tg amiable creature deſcribed, 
chiel 16. In the inningof the Chaprer,ſhee tend. 
thy and foule, tumbling —— ittied by no 
eye, abhorted of alls hich, loathſomneſl; — ev 
haue begot loathingythen loue: .auerſionand-hatey then; 


affection, and liking-4 yet God Himſelfe doch there Prog | 


feſſe, out of a — . and ouer- flowing ahundance of 
His free grace Ihat, that time was vnto Him the time of 
love: Reolpretſ his skirt oer her, and couered her gaked-, 
neſſe. In a word; aftet ſhe was drefitd, and addrned with 
Gods moſtskilfull merciſull hand, ſhe became a moſt louely 
thing: Firſt, waſhed with water, cleanſed from blood, an- 
ointed with oyle ; then cloathed with broigered worke, 
ſhod wichBadpersykinne;girded about wirh fine lane 
uered with ſilke, decked. with ornaments. of ſiluer and 8 
with bracelets vpon lier hands, achaine on het necke, a iewell: 
ont her forchead;, earerings in her eares, and a beautiſull 
Crowne vpon her head ;:fedde wich ſine flower, honie and 
oyle; ſo that (he became exceeding 

ned through the wuole World, for her perfect 
euen mine owne corelinelſe; which I Pes mer heryGrhebe 
Lord God: TEE 

Det: 1. All praiſe then is due vnto Labels L thai 
of all out good, the Fountaine of all out bliſſe, the Well- 
ſpring of immortalitie and life, whereby we liue, and moue, 
and haue our being; our Nee being, che beelng of our 


outward flate ; our — being, the euerlaſtingueſſ ſeof 
our glorious Rates Mere diebe heats: vpon —— 


zel o abe raſt-mpretanlion of: chis grear NOR 


beautifull, and tape 


12 


. 
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| tionenioyed! Walke ouer the World: Peruſe the w 


ofthis 


* 


neſſe ; nay, made capable of all e onifi- 
cent Hall dabi, and hearty praiſes offered to Jehowe, 

by all che militant, and Triumphaut Church ; yet would it 
come infinitely ſhort of ſufficiently magnifying, admiring, 
and adoring the inexplicable myſterie, and bottomles depth 
free, independant mercy, and loue of God, the Fonn- 
tine, and firſt Moovuer of all our good We may, and are 
bound to bleſſe God for all the meanes, inſtruments, and ſe- 
cond cauſes, whereby it pleaſeth God to conferre, and con- 
uey good things vnto vs: but we mult reſt principally, with 
bo fel thoughts of moſt humble and heartieſt praiſeful- 


| nefſe, at che Well head of il our welfare, Tehowe, bleſſed for 


euer. Wee receiue a great deale of comfort, and refreſh- 
ment from the Moone and Starres; but wee muſt chiefly 
thanke the Sunne: from the greater Riuers alſo; but the 
maine Sea is the Fountaine. Angels, Miniſters, and Men 
may pleaſure vs; but Jehoua is the principall. Let vs then 
imitate thoſe Lights of Heauen, and Riuers of the Earth; do 
all the good wee can with thoſe good things God hath gi- 
uen vs by his inſtruments; and then reflect backe towards, 
and returne all the glory and praiſe ynto the Sunne of rig! - 
teouſneſſe, and Sea ef our ſaluation. The beames of the 
Moone and Starres returne as farre- backe to glorifie the 
face of the Sunne, which gaue them their beauty, as they can 
poſſibly, vntill they be reflected, or determine by neceſſarie 
expiration, the Sunnes eiaculatorie power being finite : Let 
vs ſemblably euer ſend backe to Gods owne glorious Selſe, 
the honour of all His gifts, by a fruitfull improouement of 
them, in ſetting forth His glory, and by continuall feruent 
eiaculations of praiſe, to the vtmoſt poſſibilitie of our graci- 
ous hearts. 1 £2 Lc : 

-- Andhere'I cannot hold, but muſt needs moſt iuffly com- 
plaine of the hatefull, intolerable vnthankefulneſſe of vs in 
this Kingdome, the happieſt people vnder the Cope of Hea- 
uen, had we hearts enlarged to conceiue aright of Gods ex- 
traordinary loue, and ſuch miraculous mercies, as neuet Na- 
hole 
face 


ane ee Ge. 


-_— — — —— 


fare of the Barth; from Exft to Weſt, from! Norch te 5 South, 18 


which is aboue one nd twenty 
wayes ; and from one fide of Heauen to another; thouſhate 44 


thouſand miles abdut bork Fo e 


not finde fuch another lllightned Caſben, as this land where 4755 
in we dwell. Of fixe patts of the Earth, fiue are not Chrifti-- . — 
#1; andin Chriftendome; what other pert is ſo free ſtom the /*b waning. 7 


teignè of Popery, the rage of Schiſme, or che deſtroying 


glory, trath and peace? Ot in what ndoke vf the World 
ate thete fo many faithfull Soules, who: er 


22 


Sword ꝰ Or where befides doth the Goſpel fhine with ſach == ow 
388 


vnto Gd day le, 


and night, againft the abominatibtis of the times; for the e- 


preſcruation of the Goſpell ; that Gods Name may 
riouſly hallowed, His Kingdorns come, His will bee done 
i euety plate, and themſclues ſetue him with tiuch ofheate? 
And ytt we ate too ready, if wee haue bot the height of our 
defites, and our wils to the ful in Read of patlenee, teires, and 
a ,Which beſt become the Na; Wiles all ober 

wand to diſcouer moſt horrible vnthatikefulneſſe for 
ehem, b ifcontent; I am ſure, by 
not eiohri ? thing which the Lot | 


0 tad edn nr) and by not imp 
traordinarineffe of His mercies, 40 bar 175 dus ferbiee 
of Him, and more hiinbly arid precifely walking before 


Him. Give me leaue therefore in thorexh 3 reuiue and refreſh 
yout memories, withrepreſentation of ſome geberall heads 
briely of thoſe innvmerable ſpeciall faudurs, With which = 
Gods tnertifufl hand hath crowned this Ki 
firing vp, and N dur heatts, to the entertaminetm 
ind exerciſe of this mo neceſſatie, and moft geglected du- 
tie of praifing Irbema. And here, wee of this Natibn may a 
prede deaks mote inftly, and tightly iy chen khr French 
Sealer wehe Preises Hy tory, ebe Me 
an of OWiractes : our Poſſeritie will hardy beleeue che 
wonders done ih out dayes. Was it not à thirdculous mer- 
ey, chat facha gloridus noone ride of the Goſpell, a wee 
Nan knĩtyed alf our fe long, ſhout ſpring out of kde dar. 


9 Qtnried Popery, nich 9 


wards vs, which is 


bee glo- * 


Kingdome, fer be 
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vpon the face of this Kingdome, in che time of Queene Aa- 
rie; eſpecially watched extraordinarily , and moſt ſtrongly 

_ guarded by all the policie of hell, and power of the Pope? 
that the blood of thoſe blefled Martyrs ſhould bring. 
forth ſince, ſuch a world of Gods ſincere worſhip, and 
ſo many thouſands of gracious Saules, who are alreadie 
crowned with eucrlaſting bliſſe ? That Queene Exabeth, 
that matchleſſe Princeſſe, and Pearle of the World, ſhould 
in choſe fierie times bee preſerued in ſafetie, as a fweete 
harmeleſſe Lambe, amidſt ſo many mercileſſe Romiſh 
Wolues, who implacably chirſted for her precious life? Was 
it not a wonder, that the ſacred hand of that ſelfe· ſame crown 
ned bleſſed Lady, next vnder Gods Almightie One, ſhould 
in deſpite of all the Powers of Darkneſſe, and Popiſh rage, 
raiſe our true Religion, as it were by miracle. from the dead, 

a thing which the World fo little hoped ta ſee; that euen 
they, which beheld it done, ſcarcely beleeued their owne 
ſenſes at the firſt beholding ? That afterward, the Siluer line 
of her much-honoured life ſhould be hid in the endleſs maze 
of Gods bottomleſſe mercies, from the fierce aſſaults of ſo 
many Popiſh Bulls, ſuch a prodigious varietie of murdrous 
complotments againſt her ſacred Perſon; and all thoſe deſ- 
eee Perate Allafins of Rome, who all her life long hunted full 
of Gods providence greedily after her Virgin blood? * And was not our deliue- 
— te rance in Eightie eight a Miracle, whenthe Sea fought for vs, 
_ erdonaniyimpros. and het proud waues enlarged themſelues, to ſwallow. vp 
2 — quick their prouder burden? There was a day, as many of vs 
— 22 Lady may remember, which the Papiſts called, The long;/ookg-for 
fromſemay . Day; the Day which ſhonld pay for all: They meant the Day, 
bete, When Queene Elicabeth ſhould die. About which, their 


enemies, ſo many | a 4 | 
_ miſe len Polos, falſe prophets were ſo confident and hopefull, that they ex- 
ye built their Ido- 


rte pecded pon the blood of that Da, to ligyg builethe 
gebe kleber. latrous Babel againe: For they would needs foretell, that it 
Sie would bee a bloody Day. * By the vncertaintie of the next 
the vemerd malice FJegre({aid one of them in the late Queenes dayes) our Conn= 


L Acer eng. Fries inthe muſt dreadfull, and deſperate caſe z in the greateſt 


A. # * £2 4 | 
Lane, Englinſt. wiſerie and moſt dangeraus teres, that euer it was ſince, or bo- 
| | fore 


A · 176. 183. 


4 
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comfortable walking with God, 15 


fore the (onqueſt ; and farre worſe then any Comnrieof Chri- 
endome, by the certainty of moſt bloody, ciuil. and ſorren warres: 
allour wealth and felicitie whatſoener, depending vpon a few 
vncertaine dayes of Queene Elizabeths life, Clouds of blood 
(faith 2 another) hang in the Aire, which at the death of , Non vos later 
Queene Elizabeth will diſſolue, and raine downe vpon Eng- modd goals 0 
land, which then is expected as a prey to the ambition of aus, cuine pul- 
neighbour- Nations. I am ſure, the falſe prophet ſpake to chrum. valuti to- 
this ſenſe, And what comes of all this, when the Day came nem & naufagi- 


God, euen wrought a miracle of mercy for the comfort of um ferm ſub o. 
6 culis contempla 


this Kingdome,and further confuſion of ſuch tellers, and fore- mini. — Czteram 
rellers of lyes: For the Sunne ſet, and no night followed: the inſopèr aduer- 

ſame mercifull hand at the ſame time crowned Queene Eli- — 
z4beth with immortall glory, and ſer the earthly Crowne of lice membta tam 
this Kingdome vpon King Iames his head, without ſheading, — 

ſo much, as one drop of blood. And was it not a miraculous, Toles tempeſta- 
mercy to haue ſuch a King, after ſuch a Queene ? who hath- — 
alreadie, next vnder that mighty God, by whom Kings brium conglome- 
reigne, continued the Goſpell ynto vs, and preſerued vs from impendets cat. 
the deſtroying Sword now full twenty yeeres: And what do cibus deſpicietis, 
you thinke,were twenty yeeres Peace, and the enioymett of 1 — 
the Goſpell, worth, were it to be bought > Who hath enno- in 
bled this Kingdome for euer, by his excellent Writings , in 292/0onms — 
the cauſe of Religion againſt Antichriſt, which would haue 2% hominis officio 
created a great deale of honour to a priuate man, minding gy eg 
nothing elſe: How illuſtrioas then doe they make our King ?g 

The child ynborne will bleſſe King Iamerʒ ſor his premoniti- 

on to allthe Princes, and free States of Chriſtendome; and 

that Royall Remonſtrance, againſt the rotten, and peſtilent 

Oration of the French Cardinal, to the vtter, and triumphant 

overthrow of ir; penned in thatſtile, that none can poſſibly 

reach, but a learned King: his Golden pen hath giuen ſuch 

a blow to that beaſt of Rome, that hee will neuer be able to 

ſtand vpon his foure legs againe: hee hath ſhot out of his 


Royall bow ſuch keene arrowes, taken out of the quiuer ob 


Gods Booke; which will hang inthe ſides of that skarlet 
Whore, and make her lame as long as ſhe liues. — — 
4 cale. 
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ſeale vs an Iuſtrument of his hand, as it were, to teſtific his in. 
uncible cleauing to the Truth which he bath ſo excellenciy. 
' . and unanſwerably defended with his Pen, the (ame day hee 
gaue tha Noble Ptinceſſe, a ſecond Elicabeth, to the Pal4- 

fine? Hathhe not moſt happily and ſeaſonably ſtopped the 
haſty torrent of the Arminian Sect, & the domineering tage 

of bloody Duels, 8c ? And was not the diſcouery and deli- 
uerance from the Powder - plot, that great aſtoniſnment of 

Men and Angels, one of che moſt vnparalelled and mercifull 
Miracles, that euer the Church of God taſted? Is it not admi- 

rable in the eyes of all Chriſtendome, that the only Daugh- 
tet of our King, vn worthily hunted vp and dowoe like a 
Partridge in the Mountaines, ſhould with ſuch Heroicall 
height of ſpirit paſſe thorow ſo many inſupportable dangers, 
difficulties, and indignities, impaſſible ic be forced vpon La- 
. dies by generous ſpirits, and as impoſſible to bee borne and 
ouercome, but by an invincible ſpirit ; and that Shee and all 
her Royall little Ones ſhould bee Rill ſafe in the golden Ca- 
biner of Gods ſweeteRpronidence? And to crowue all with 


the Kings fairbfulleſt SubieQs,almoR ſeare ſtill, leſt we be in 
a dreame, that Prince heles, the Flowre of Chriſtendome, 
ſhould returne home fo! To ſay no more: Away then with 
- all fowre,melancholike, eauſeleſſe, ſinfulldiſcontent. And, 
pal nB; Pra ye the Lord, fing unto the Lord a new ſong, adi bis praiſe. 
mthe congregation of the Saints, Let Iſractreiayce in him chat 
made him: let the chilarenef Zion betoyfullintherr Ning. For 
the Lord taleth pleaſure in his people: Hee will beantifie the 
mee be with ſalnation. Let the Sainte be toyfullinglery : let chews 
fhngalond vpom their beds. In a word, let vs of this Iland, as ve 
| haue iuſt cauſe, aboue all the Nations of the earth, and aboue 
| alt Ages of the Church, from the very fir creation of is, 
1 praiſe /chonamoſi heartily, infinitely, and for eue. 
| pet. 2. Never hit any in the teeth with deformity of bodie, 
EL 2 of _ eneſſe nomtward 
—_ | ſtare,baſeneſſe of birth, &c. For wha wakes thee to diſſer froms 
* another ? Euber, | . 5 | 

6 In 


a wonder of greateſt aſtoniſhment, doe not we all, that are > 


— — a Wo - — — — 


; ane rern God. 


17 
" Tanmorall gifts, es comelines of bo beauty 7 e, ſta 
dre. See lob 10. 10, f. * 275 O75 
In chuilt ende wœments, t A #rrificiall eil vntiſt ir cotine 
euen vnto matters of Husbandry : See Efay 28,26. 
In ourward things, ſee Pſalm. 129. More particularly, in 
| nol anne = re 5.8,7. Mehl ren, 
1. Sm . 2) Plaliz 57 $7.5. In a good wits; ſec Prou. c. 14 
In ſpiritualk chi Ersch. 1b. Than ching how canſt . 1. 1.2. 
name, We aue all framed of che fling mold, Ne wed out of the ® 18 
—— ee a theſheeres, zu * 
as they lay, onely goin 4 oreonely' e Rom. 3.24, 
free lous and grace acdc "Which makes all che * 
 Whereupon;it — an excellent ſpeech of che loft french 
Ning, as his Chronicler reports: hee 7 wat borne, there wers In the Hilwie of 


bis liſe and death, 


other ſoules more borne : what haue Idone vmo God, — 


It ir hit nyeert grace aud merci, which doth ep 
anti ent onto hx in fer vhe fare, ren wii ave 
ate! aaa 8 


Let none then, 1 ay obet locke; diſdaine, er bow Sehe 
ehelr brethren, by reaſon of any extrabtdinarinefſc of gifts, 
eminency ofparts fing ularitie of Godsſpeciall favour,otins 
dulgence — — e „Wich he denies 
roothersEipecially;ch ting votichſafed cheriierey of 
— ; — inſolently and imperiouſly inſult ouer 
| thaſepoore ſoules, who arc beſide themſelues in matter of 
fatuactony who like miſerable drudges, damne themſelues in 
the Deulis ſlauery; and ſuffer their corrupt natute to carrie 
ehem to any'villanie; luft, or lewd coutſe. Alas! our hearts 
ſhoutd bleed withit vs, to behold ſo many about vs, to im- 
brew their cruell handsin the bloud of their owne ſoules$; 
their ignorance,worldlinefſe, drunkennefſe; luſt, lyin ſcol⸗ 
fing at — hating to be reformed , &c.' What heart, 
except it be hewed our If the Harde rote, r bath ſocks 
the breſts of merelleſſe Tygers put would yerne, and weepe, 
to ſet a man made of tlie lame old witt himfelfe, wilfully, 
as it were, againſt the Miviftety'of the Word, a'thouſand 


Waring ad — é¹ — 


4 


wore chen they. 
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himſelfe body and ſoule into the endleſſe, eaſeleſſe, andre- 
weqdilleſſe miſeries of Hell? And the rather ſhouldwe pittie, 
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comfortable walking with God. 


conſcience of praying for their children, before they hau 
them, as did à Iſaac, b Hannah: When they arcquicke 


the wombe, as did e Rebeckah: When they are borne; as di 


d Zachariah: In the whole courſe of their liſe, as did e / 


At their death, as did f Iſauriꝭ And prayers, we know, a 
for the purchaſing of all fauour at the hands of God, ei 


for our ſelues, or others, the moſt vndoubted ſoneraigne. 


meanes we can poſſibly vſe. mn 0165 

2 _ Parents doe infinitely more defire to ſee the 
true feare of God planted in their childrens hearts, then, if ir 
were poſſible, the Imperiall Diadem of the whole Earth ſer 
vpon their heads. And therefore their principall care is, and 
the Crowne of their greateſt ioy would bee, by good exam- 
ple, _— education, daily inſtruction, louing admoniti- 
ons, ſeaſonable reprooſes, reſtraint from wieked company, 
che corruption of the times, &c. by all deateſt meanes, and 
vtmoſt endeauours, to leaue them gracious, when they: ge 


out ofthis world; And Godlineſſe;laith | Pani, bath the pro- 1. rim 48. 


iſe of the life that nowis,andof that which isto come. It giues 


right and full intereſt to all the ttue honour, bleſſings and 


comforts which are to be had in Heauen, or in Earth. 


- g. Children are ordinarily apt, but ofa kindly inſtinct of 


naturall louingneſſe, from many and ſtrongeſt motiues, to 


xmnitate, and follow their Parents, either in baſeneſſe, or bet- 


ter carriage, to Heauen, or Hell. 
4. A father chattruly feares God, dare not for his heart 


he⸗ 


both he and his fare farre the better, and happily decline the 
flaming edge of thoſe many fearefull curſes denounced in 


Gods Book, againſt all vnconſcionable dealers.Such as that. 


Eccleſiaſt. 5. 13,14. There in 4 fore eni{l which I haue ſeen 


- 


der the Sunne, namely,riches kept for the owners thereof to the 


a Gen.25.27, 
b 1.Sam. 1.10, 
c Gen, 25.23, 
2 d Luk. 1. 64. 
e Iob 1.5. 
fen. 27.1. 


nr, 
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pe vp riches, orpurchaſe high roomes for his children, by e 
Wrong doing, or any wicked wales of getting; whereupon, 


3 - 


hurt. But thoſe riches penoſh by euill traueii rr * 


ſonne, aud there is not 


Foe to him that koneteth an euill conctouſueſſe to hit ben,, 
that he may ſet his neſt on hie, that bee may bee delined 
nee, from 


| n hss hand. And Habac. 2.9, 10. | 


_— 


| DR 


ve * namq; dc. For ſo they lay theirs foundation in fire - workes 3 which is 
— "ocoaliens rapere” able to blow vp themſelues and their poſterity, body and 


J 
| 
| 
| 
: 
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| from thepomer of exill. Thou haſt conſulted ſhame to thy h oſe, 
by cutting off many people, and haſt finue d A thy ſaule. 
Fes: 1. Wouldeſt thou then haue thy little babes thou 
Joucft ſo dearely, bleſſed vpon earth, truly noble, Gods fa- 
uourites, meete thee in heauen? Be holy thy Selfe. Men 
are very carefu}{ and curious to haue their ſeed : corne, and 
breed of cattell choiſe, aud generous; and will they not en- 
deauour to nurture, manage, and conduct the immortal 
ſoules of their children with grace, by godly edueation, to 
the higheſt aduancement of which thoſe noble natutes are 
capable, euerlaſting bliſſe, ſiuition of all heauciilyjoyes, 
world without end? 9e tot rods big eb rod tiny t 
2. This may alſo ſerue to tepraoue, and correct thoſe 
couetous Bedlams , that labour more to haue their children 
great, than good]; rich, than religious. It is a madnefſe of 
that kinde, which wanteth termes tc expreſſe it: That a Man 
ſhould goe to Hell himſelfe, and fit his children to follow 
him, in _—_— to eſtabliſh his houſe, and raiſe his poſteri- 
tie, by Sacriledge , Simony, Bribery, Vſury, Oppreſſion, 
Depopulation, or any other courſe of cruelty, and wrong. 


perrasinquis hoe ſoule, roote and brane nn. 
— 3. Let this fill the heart of the dying Chriſtian with 
Acqui proptereà ſweeteſt peace. For whereas the bloody knife of prophane 
non debesrapi= mens vnconſcionable and eruell negligence in traiuing vp 


Nam ralesdivitis their children religiouſly, doth ſlicke full-deepe in cheir 
mere une: Ts ſoules; and lcauing this life, they bequeath vnto them the 


gregans, non ali- Turſe of God, together with their ill gotten goods: he hap- 


tor cis, quiml ty finds his conſcience, by reaſon of his former thirſty de- 


quiz rogatus cur 
fui fundamentaiaciat,reſpondear,Proprer Figazis, ac pluuig metum. At ob idipſam non debebat funda- 
mentum in arenam — Nam ira 9 illad — — —— 
mine m circumuenias. Si liberis tuis voles diuirias tradere, iuſlas aequire. Illę quippe manent, ac firmer 
perſiſtu at. Quæ verð tales non ſunt, confeſtim pereunt, at corrumpuntur.Si verò omninò diteſtere eu- 
p15, (res enim iſta neceſſaria non eſi) quibus tandem diuitijs magis 2 voles An vitæ longioris? At qui 
ro rapto diteſcunt, modieoplerumque rempore durant. Nam ſæßenumerò tapinæ & 
aut. mortem videlicet immaturamidgue ita, vt poſſeſſis, niſi breui momento i 
Irhennam ſortiantur. Fit vers & hoc ſepè, vt ex delicijs, Iaboribus & curis ægritudines 
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2 PIR * ; 
confornblen waking with 2 TY 
fireand fincere endeawour to doe his children r 

_ ally, freed from the horrour of ſuch bloud-puileine | 

leaves them to char comfortable onde | 


injury or = hath impoy 

5 n 
worke moſt graciouſly, and boumtifulſy for vt, when wee, 
renoun the nine offleſls the faust of men, riches of 


rewoige all ſuch broken ſtaues of rede, ( —— 
things 


it. If wee will needs bee our owne 


f this life, either by rightor mong, fraud or faire deal 


all is one, fo that wee may thrive aud 
world; then are we — caſt off from f; men en care o- 


ver vs, nd expoſed toruine and curſe, But if wee reſt fin- 
for our ſelues and ours ypon the all · powerfull Pro- 
uidence, it will neuer falle, nor torfake ys, but euer exerciſe, 
andi .de. its ſweetneſſe and wiſedome for our true and 


In the t Eren, a deſcription of Noah: ſi irnall fines, 
which is the compleate Character of atrue Chriſtian; con. en 


h | 
fiſting of three Attributes: I. h Iuſtneſſe. 2. Sincertte; Jon 8 


Piery. 1 collect Rom che firſt this note: Nee 
Bo. Euery truely religious ManiJlſo arighteoms, and 
= 5 From the ſecond, chis: Wo 
Pock. Sinceritie is rhe fmew, and Touch- ſtone of nde ee, * 


8 Chriſtianitie. "I 1 
But theſe two, I haue ſo ofienpicſſedi in'the courſeof my Fran — 
oF Miniftery.chicT ill p/ebyeher at chis time. 

Lodke what kinde of honeftic tomen that is; which is nh gas wane 
not accompanied with Religion towards God ; the Tame uur — pus 
.is that 5 toward God, which'is not arrended with; kes factis, & o- 
Honelfic to men. , Ounone rel gun, irreligiour 8 
rere vel rien and Ny, areal} in one predicament; as they Necown 


Gay.and alf out of chevighe pech. H then haue depedene Eee 
A commandemens ofthe firftTable', f and oueward [eee — 


— ee 23 
8 rfoRionem — — . 


f felam Dear 4 nobis una; exits Ger dicirr, 1. Tim —— ep yn — 
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0071 has. 
gel cor- 
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may learne, 


tatis dixiſſe Mos 


arhlera ert 


S 2 9 — "A 211710 Hin 
eher an inſeparable Auchdagt 
vo But becauſe a doubſe conflanxie is 
plyed: 1. One ae of continuance of time: 


ion to the corruptions of the 


1 5 


” 
I 


times; J may obſerue two points 
Ala. in cap, 5 Dod P 2X FFF 
oct. 1. Grace one truely rooteg in the heat. can neu 

| <> RE ELE £152 : | an 
| be remooued. gee for this purpole, Rom. 11. 29. Mac. oy 0 
b 1lob.2-19,27. Lob. 10.8, Ram. B. 33. Luk. 22.32. 3. Con. 
21722. Epheſ. 4. 30, &c. n 


| { 4 


=42:/:1 Reaſons may be taken, from TI 


N og che Fathers loue vnto His Children. Pace 4 
as. 8 Auen 11.49. 1 f. It is ſtronger — 
127. 1 rn 214.10. It is as conſtant a th, 

, of the Sunne and Moone and Starres;of| the day aud : of T 2205 
cal. It sar ſure, 4. God Hunſelfa 
£25 IJ nat. no g A 


: '59,06 net 
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" Chriftstcium tri t ſeſſion andinterceſſion at U 85 
cher right hand. Which may for euer, with ſwetteſt peace, 
and freedome fromſlauiſh trembling, aſſure vc f dur rooted. 
neſſe in Chriſt, conſtancie in. grace, and euerlaſting· abode 
_ = _ other ou Hee that will rent vs from 

hriſts m Body, once implanted into Him b 
a liuely fruifall Faich, . Him by His 
Spirit, as faſt as the ſinewes fi precious Body at᷑e kyir vn- 
to His bones, His fleſn to his ſine wes, and his (Rinne to His 
feſh; muſt pull Him out , andremoneHiofrom 
the right hand of His Father. What ſo furious or infernall 
pd wer can ur dare lay a fingen on vs in this inde : Hee hath 
taken the poiſoning power out of euery thing, that ſhould 
burt vs, or ale vs backe to hell. He hath cofiqueied;capeiua- 
ted. carried in triumph, andchained vp for euer all che ene- 
mies of our ſoules, and enuiers of our ſaluatiom. * 
cxerciſe vs inthe meanetime form good bin they n 
ber be able tc excome their malicious wil; oranym 
hurt vpon es, eicher heere, or inthe nent liſmduQ. 

3+ The irreuocable obſignationof che bleſſed Spit, Eph. 
— And who br urhat, can or dare, reuerſethe 

Deede, os br the Seałæ ofithe holy Ahoſtꝰ . 13] ir 90 

+ Heere then, as youſebyhe blefſe Tier ag gu le 
qblogrowd oCow going on in grace. 
4. The laſting and immorrall Dowd: abelie Word þ boch 
rooted in a good. and baneſt heart: Lale B. Nabe 
ge cer : ene ν,ẽ, uu ol five eee eee 
517 and fwoetneſle of promiſe to ibis put 
poſe; ler. 2.5, 0. 2 Ioh. d. 4 e K. e 
Rae 0913440 N e ee of. 

5. The —— briof Faith, 1. Den 2% 5- |: na 
ee e ra- mur, 


IS . Rm. 4 
18 Alle durible genre ſauing graves, leb. ca Rom! 


It 22. HUE Haw W 11s; 2 5 101 nin 5 1 Hide 
{> f. The imahilvianty avpdibildedfdllolihs area 


— a hoot; Ae 9 


— tact 
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«Q Gewerall direftion; fora 4 


Deer ef finall . — | 
6% is not the Divell bimſclic ms it, 1. John 
2. . . lob. 04 lob. Fo 3. 
3. It is not the concurrent fury, and vnited forces of 
All the powers of darkneſſe, Math. 167989. 
4. Ie is not ſinne, 3. Sam. 7.145. Plal. 8.3, dec. 
. Ie not weakenefſe of Faich, und other races, 
Mat. 1 2. 20. Eſa. 42.337 
6. Ir is nat the impafture of falſe piophens, Match. 


| TY It: is eee, orereared power, Rom. 2.36, 
| 17? i Sff9 7:5 tc: 
Fer: x This Point this drubfirined; doch ae 
forlorne Tenent of the Popiſh Doctors; whichiehvschat 2 
iuſtified and ſanctiſied Man may fall finally and totally from 
grace · Inwhich I haoę heretofore vpon other oeraflon in 
r punctually r̃eſuted choſe which I conceiued 
Bollarmines beſt Atguments. I wil gor then trouble you now 
with his Sophiliry againes 
2. This ſweet and — may crovendehebeares 
of all thoſethar at truly Chriſls, with oy vuſpenkeable and 
glorious {xt ney. Conueitsud Babes Chriſt, ho are 
woont to bee very fearefull and much troubled left they 
ſhould not hold out, becauſe vpon their firſt emrance into 
the wayes of Chtiſtianitie, theyare conningly and concur= 
rently encountred with ſo many oppoſitions: From the De- 
will, which chien rage th cxrracedimerily'; Fre ehe World, 
which chen tendereth moe and more al : 
the Fleſh, which naturally is very impatient of en iricuall 
ſnafflos From camall Friends, whoramorendureth for- 
wardnefie: From their oh Companbm out, They 
are turning Puritanes: From the Times, hich lowre and 
looks Sue whom their zeile: Somerbmes from the Father 
which begat them; from the Mother which gaue chemſucks 
Gom the Wikewibitholies iniheir boſorney ' from 4 world of 
. * inſuche caſe Lei vintbe 8 


armes 


— etc - | 22 


comforntl walking with God. 25" 
armes of thei Faith; the proofes and p 3 the prefine 
Point, and Side un, Vieunſoef the word ef ranks Lo 1 
ſwoeet iy, wich full >atance, and voeonqueroble refelutlen, 
repoſe vpon chat euetlaſtiag encovragement, forthe finih- 
ing of their ſpiritual Yaitding, whic Zerubbabel received 
from-che mouth of Gol Himleife; for ſuccefſe of the mate 
riall;a arent | 
faith the Lord of Hof. Who aten, O grub! 
A thow n bee Laine, 


And th; at ch may more e and cali 
on, let thein eyes betime vpon theſe and elite 
cautidns;attheit ery firſt giving their names voto C 
1. Propoſe ſach interrogatories 25 theſe to thine owne | 
heart: Art thou content to abandon thy boſome fine; the A 
ſenfusll froch df former v pleaftres; — i 
God, adwhy-ctiiefcftioy ꝰ Ca . er 
follow Chriſt His Truch ad holytracke, aid 
by- paths cht leade to bell. and different opi 
tides of mien? Art thou willing to 
and difcounretance with ther 
gody y Ones Y Cart: ES 
pr! $f neuer e 
become the- Dran 
e 


| . — 5005 ry POE 
— then cauſt tame deareſt ymo an 5 
1 thine heart anſwere not chte. — x 
teſqlutiom of a' welladviſed'r dgome 
know, the ſleſh will g le and cim: 7 den wil cer 


rue fall away, or end in formality. 
. Locke toch rel meance;tharit be . 


"hrs 
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f General direcbiont for a 


dying day 


cip Te 12 


ay»: 1. If fome worldlycroſſebethe continued prir — 

C 8 30 lf, it bee 
general: 4 Orfor ſome 
2 [5».Qr for ſome wa 


er bude arge 6. 
'of what kinde 
EG knowne fionenor taken 


d foragime; Allwilkepme Ornaughs A 
ſoundation of godly ſorrow, leaſurely,.aduifedly;end Goa 
cerely laidar ir vil be for ever afrera.comforrableencou- 
ragement to Faith, ſpiricualli ioy, well - doing, and walking 
with. God. Dm f 24 H 
3. deere ſpeci 
all markes, to diſcerne and difference iuififying Gauiog Faich, 


- fromall falſe and inſufficient faiths, For. Nelpporacicmay 


goe farre. 18 
4. Let knowledge and affetien 5 like wo. indiuiduall 


your 5 > ewins,grow vp together in thee: and mucually.cratsfyſe pi> 


vigour into each other. Preſume not vpon any knows 


ledge, without an humble inflamed affection; neither build 
do much vpon the heate of zeale, without the light of 
N : knowledge: Either Adee be fi 


as 


,whoafter 
5 looke a 


i cannot — n Pack. Let a mans 

olfe, bad b = 
our his teeth, cut away his clawes, put vpon him a 
skinne, yet eee ee natute: Let a man 


Laaer harmeleſſc mms yet without ane 


e is naught. 91:3; 1 932% .f4k 1 2 >? ect; 21 


. {nie thy elke it lach he company of Gods pro- 
pie, hy al. Engagements and obligations of. a — art 
mare, and comfortable: . in 3 There is a 

antancie in ion of Saints, Hee 
8 


* —_ 


| comfortable walking with God. 


TT — 


might ke enioy good company. Shunning . wichche gods 
ly, is too ſhrowde a ſigne of a temporarie 
7. Conſider well, (for the — is anotable — 
tie of couaterfeits) chat thy to grace muſt ſettle thee 
more ſurely in thine honeſt particular e thee 
chere in more faithfull;canſcionable,and painefull. 
Let Chriftians alſo of longer — and more rengeh, 
in their aſſaules about perſeuerance, haue recourſe vnto this 
— 2 of Truth, and mi to prenemt that which chey 
are: 1. 
1. By chad ind careful vicofall 3 z, the 
Word, Prayer, Conference, Meditation, Sacraments, &c. 
To which, let them preſerue appetite: and practiſe that they 
heare, without omiffionor delay. Hee that giues way to a 
| hoarefſe neglect, or cuſtqmaric hardneſſe of heart, in the vſe 
of che Ordinances, may iuftly ſuſpect his neereneſſe to ſome 
fearefull finne, or fierce vemptation; to ſome heauy iudge- 
ment, or dangerous acie. 

2. Aſſoone as they diſcouer any ſpirituall weakeneſle, or 
decay; aſſault, or temptation; let them complaine betime 
vnto the Throne of Grace, and mightily oppoſe with the 
feruenteſt prayers of extraordinarie priuate humilistion. 
3. Let chem keepe perfection fill in their eye, and aime; 
and towards the attainment thereof, acquire and acquaint 
themſelues with Rules of holy life, daily dation, courſes 
of moſt mortifted men c. b | 

4. Let them watchſully deeline alt oceaſtions of falling 
backe: Spiritual pride, knowne Hypocrifie, defre to bee 
rich, ynder-valuing & declining the moſt meanes, 
forme,andperfunGorineflein religious dues, diſcontinu- 
ance of intimateneſſe with the god yz neglects of diſin tion, 


ypon the Lords cated : I 
5. Let them conſider that alli is loſt which hk if they 


fall off, 2-Ioh. 8. I. | 
This former Point of 1 grace 4 didaciſe co 


a of bleiſed Noahs continuance in 


—_ 0 many GO * chat hes did not cken to 


"che iniquities oftherimes,bor did ſtand vnfisined, midũ the 


whereby his heart is falne in loue with new and cuerlaſting 


wicked(i tions that euer dwelt ypon earth; Icolle& 


the tie of another confinncie, and that is in reſpectof 
oppoſition to the corruptionsof times. « 


DoB, The ſeruant of God muſt not ſerue the times. Or 
thus: The ttue Chriſtian oughr to fland at ſtaues end wich 
che cortuptious of the tige. 
Reaſon. Hee is bound vnto it by his Baptiſme. Of ſuch as 
dhaned themſelues , being Chriſtians, with irreligious 
delight in the Enſignes ef Idolatry, heatheniſh ſpeRacles, 
ſhowes and ſtage-playes, o Trrrullian, to ſttike them the 
more deepe, claimeth the promiſe which they made in Bap- 
tiſme. Hee is wor of the world, lob. 15. 19. His bfe it hid wit 
Chriſt in God, {olof. 3. 3. There is a ſecret heavenly vigour 
infuſed into euery gracious Soule, by the ſanRifying _ 
which deads it to the world, and makes it delight in C 
He ought #0 ſhine in che rid, as auge in the midſt of a croo- 
hed and pernerſe nation, Phil. 2.15. Light and darkneſſe can» 
not endure one another; neicher the power of Grace, thoſe 
workes of darkneſſe in which the world lyes drowned. Hee 
is by no meanes tobee conformed to this world, Ronp.x2.2.noc 
to runne with the wicked to the ſame exceſſe of riot, 1. Pet. 
4-4- He is now new-borne, and become a Child of Eternity; 


delights; and the eye of his ſoule turned from the dung of 
this world, towards the glory of the ſecond Life. As the 
worldling cannotrelliſh the ſweet ioyes of gracious exerci- 
ſes : ſo neither can the Chriſtian , the frothy pleaſures of 
1 You can as hardly draw the ſound Pro- 

rto a Connetricle of ſwaggering companions ; as a 
good-fellow to a day of humiliation. 

Nes: 1. Howſoeuer then, thou mayſt ſeeme to ſtand on 
Gods fide, by an artificiall acting of ſome affected formes in 
Religion, by countenancing the Miniſterie, thou beeſt a 
great Man, and wm confortning to the Ordinances ; 
yet, if in thy practiſe thou — Pak the corruptions 
of the preſent, and rhine heart hanker ſtill, — 
after 


W . 9 


P ² w ⁰˙mmy A. ned 


| comfornabl — Gd. "TM 


—ͤ W 
after r delights, the luſts lufts of men, moft lauded fa- 
ſhions of the greater part, e Chri a 


but a true counterfeite, Aſſure N thou ſwim 
the current, and ſaile wick the tide of 8 = 
iuftly looke every moment, to fall ypon the ſudden, perhaps 
in the height of thy temporall band ark Troy leame Pals. 
of thy worldly eee eee andew xcrla Ring 
Lake of brimſtone and fire, &cc . ted ths 
2. 'Lertcuery one, who hath given hisr name es 
euer hold it his Crowne and comfort, to hold a 
vnconqueraple counter: motion to the caurſes of che world. 
Let him ſtill diſcouer the true nobleneſſe of EY 


ſpirir, and of u mind Þicicually.g Generous eee en vi- 
gour, and growing inuincible, fromt oppoſitions of 


the wicked, and villanies of che time. See P 151 126 127. 
I. King. 19. 14. 2· Theſ.a. 2. 

It was the laying of a morall Heathen; 3 Thu ts doe wel, 
where was no danger,was a co b te due well, where 
was bath perill and oppoſition, was the peculiar office of 4 man of 
vertuc: much more, ſay I, of a man of God. 
And Nuab analied with Cal 1] Walking with God,is the ai Noahira 


top and flower of e exce lencies,andpirjcuall felicj- aun ern rixic 
ties vpon earth, W ah God — 
Dock. That walking 1 d, is the Crowne of the precculis habe 


- Chriſtians character.. ide6que in omni 
It is che dutie and propertie of eyery true Chviſtian to opere eautiſſimus, 
walke with his — 


By walking withGad,l meane,afigcere endeayour 1 32 
Qually and preciſely to manage, conduct, and diſpoſe fog bor per om- 


affaires, thoughts words and deeds; all our ee — 
courles, carriage, and whole conuerfation, in reuerence Fi —— 


ſtrong and 


feare, wich humiſitie and Gnglenefle of hearr, as in the f ht bee — 
of an inuiſible God, vnder. the pi e ſencę of of —— 
All-fceing, glorious, PUCEFE; 2 and yacomforables conſe Sou cc a0 
omnibus ſe con- 
opus eſt, vt ile,qui peccare non vult —— 


format. b Opus eſt ergo vt hie timor mentes bhdexrop 
fibi Nestes in pub ublico foltmiſedetiam in domo Lana I ſed de in EGS in nocte, 


ae eee non ns | 
f | quent 
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6 Generdl 3 direion for, 4 
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quent, to enioy by the affiſtance and exerciſe of 5 — vn⸗ 
utterable ſweere communion, and humble familiarity wit 
bus boly Maicftie? Ins word, to hue in H eauen vpon earth. 
Prosfe. Gods Coucnint 


t and commandement to Abre. 


bam, aud in him, to all the Faithfull vnto the Worlds end, re- 


8 17.1. | 

ee Qiſe and proteftations of che Saipts and ſervants 
af 506 2740p vnto it. Enochs walking with God, chap. «Fo 

Was happy preparatiue to his extraordinary tranſlating 


to | 
7 5 before whom I wath faith Hiribaw;Chapiag. 40. 


will doe thus and thus. 
Iwill w re the Loidinthe LAN 2 luth. 
Daxid, Pſal.116.9. 0 
0 Lord God of peel. ſaith Salomon, 2. Chron. 6.14. There 
is no God like thee in the Heauen, nor in the Earth; 5 hees 
peſt conendnt, and ſheme ft mercy onto 1157 ſernant, 11 walke 


beforethetwith all their bawres;” 


I baue walked before thee in truth, and with a rofl heart; 


faith Hezechiab, 2. King. 20. 

3 herein doe [ exerciſe my ſelfe, to have aer a conſci- 
veyde of offence toward God, and toward. men, ſaith Pant, 
16. which ſoundse fame way. 

Let their money periſs with them, irbo eftreme all the gold 5 in 


the Rorld, worth one dayes ſocietie with Teſus ¶ brift, and his 


e Gale holy Spirit, e ſaid that Noble Marqueſſe of Vico, well e 


ries a ab, 


and experienced in an heauenly conuerſing with his God. 


Reaſ. 1. And it muſt needs be ſo: For howſoeuer natu- 
tall men and worldlings, out of their obnoxiouſneſſe, and ſe- 
cret terrors, ſlauiſhly retyre, doc not willingly, neither dare 

they draw neere to that God, which to them is conſuming 


firs; yet all thoſr, who haue truly taſted how gracious and 
. he is, ſhall find their hearts, but of a ſecret ſence of 
Gods loue vnto them firſt; kindlily inflamed with infinite 
deſire to liue vader the comfortable influence of his pleaſed 
countenance, to enioy his holy Maieſtie with conſtant 
peace, and an humble ſpititualſ aeceſſe and acquaintance 
continually, 


pentance, temptations and troubles from Satan j preſſures 


neſſe of Faith; want of ſpirituall irengib,allault of ſome ſpe. 
ciall ſinne, ſweetneſſt of meditation, daily-fauours ſhowred 


downe vpon him without number, and abaue meaſure; fore- 
thought of the great and laſt Account, motions of the bleſ- 
ſed Spirit, ſpirituall deſertiqn, &cc. but aboue all, the inexpli- 
cable bleſſ. daeſſe goodneſſe, and excellency of chat highelt 
Maieſſje it ſelftʒ di ſues him to his God many times a day. 
- 2+ All Godslouesyatoy5zHis loving kin dveſſes, protes 
Cons, preſeruations, bounty, patience, diuinę illuminations, 
ſpirituall bleſſings tin word , euety linke of thar golqen 
chaine of Mercy,Grace and Glory, farre, thiekter ſer, with 
ſweereſÞbleffings jnalbkinds then the Heauen with Statres, 
ae neren have, goe, of ſhall exioꝝ from che 
fit ſpringing o i e begin 
ning) outs ef the. aflated hopntaine of his free Orac, to the 
laſt omen; of etætoiije in higheſt heauenſy hliſſe, (it eferni- 
tie could poſſibly xuer deternune), hond be ſo many Keene 
ſpurres, deepeſt obligations, Rrongeſt chaines, dh 
hearts mp pe ge ee eee men giv 
- with an humble familiarigie-.tp,capurrie ick his holy Mas 


o . | — ; . Fi 8 ' ; : a 1 
icftie, nf 942 101 boftgled lan neon ni flit tel 


3. Conſriouſnefſe of our former walking d , 
with God, ſanctified by alle fe aſ Faith, Will migen 
̃incredibly ſupport aut ſpiritu ad aan che tions of 
conſuſi on and fi a/ Fhe ld beats of ſenſuall wWorldlings 
for want of rectucuementi and acgutinteanct ih Gd 
calma and emfertable times. finke.and wemblein che Day 
of diſtreſſe, and ae. if 
woman in-ber:yangs rang 
dtops of Mater. But eas happy ? Ohe, who ig his proſperity 
bath nade God his portion, and walked humbly in bis pre- 
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fortune calus contemnete, Clrfoſt.ahd, TE 


horrore quodam 


He rt Sr & meru vel ante 
rip. ſbreſts fk at mortem. Item ſi 3 


futur am ægrnudi · 
nem ſuſpicerur, 
fi contumeliam, ſi 


400d quippiznexinſpota> ptfuturum pranidere,peritillicd & conſumitur. 
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conſtitutum obe- 


continually. His ſpitit of: Prayer jofinixe love,exercife gf ge: . 


d Si eĩ qui volup- 
tatibus ſe dedide- 
DG N tit, hac vita ſit ex · | 

cedendum, prz- 
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ſence, hall in the tine of trouble Rand: lle a firong viia 
able againſt the rage of wind 
and weather, againft the erbell incurtions of all aduerſarie 

wer: when the wicked ſhall tire the Mountaines with 
— teleſſe cries to coner them; he ſhall be able to ſay with 


David, The Lord is wy refluge and my firength, ec. therefore 


will I not frare, — — the Monutaiues 


fall into the midit of the Nee, He ſhall by the mereies of God; 


and humble dependance vpon his omnipotent Arme, en- 
counter, and entertaine the terrours euen of che cuill day, of 
the houre of temptation, of che King of feare;and laſt Iudge- | 
ws with confidence and peace.” 
4 Thy wit ng edges wilt ke thebeitreoding- 
rily pow and m prevaile in prayer; one of the 
4 4. bleſſings, phys cane ood, Which can be na- 
— or aten in this life. As the Kings Fauourite, who 
ſtanäs ſtilt in his preſence, and vnder the immediate, and 
gracious influence of hisRoyall eye, doth farre ſooner, and 
much more cafily obtaine both his one and friends foires, 
then thoſe who are mote cliranged from che ng Sole 
in this caſe. 

But abojie an, that which ſhould imof @ 
be s chis dury, Shar patricular intereft we hau by 
Ieſus Chriſt, in Jebona himſelfe, bleſſed for euer. A myſterie, 
which if I ſhould —.— enlarge, I ſhould be 
endlefſe,atidyetcomeinfi ſhores >! + 
— dhe moſt 
ſweete and heavenly Art df walking with God! For amore 
comfortable illightning, and guiding vs wherein; before I 

come to pide forme generall inſtructions, giverneeleaue to 
- premiſe es Loy een — 

I. LooketharthowlyeR not in obe known ſinne as 
galnſt thy conſtience Haring to be. d: do not cheriſh; 
allow, or goc᷑ on in any lf — kewdway in chine 
—— — gr ſuffer — worke of . dd, 
ice ol Satan co $6.4 Yomhiheete'ln'chee; For if fo 
thowartiofarrefrony _—_ abilitie, or po e ili l f walking wich 


felin, "66d 


romfurtable walking with God, 33 
God. or deligbring in him, char thou weareti the Diele NP 4 
brand, and art yet moſt oertainely one of his. See and ſearch. ö 
the true meaning of ſuch places, as theſe 3a r.Joh.3.3.6,8,9, * Mikote 


| Tames 2. to. Exech. 18. 21. Plalm.66. wa and e . — — 3 


Ezech. 18. o. Matth. 18.8, 9. 2. Cor. . 
.-  :Stitable bereunto is the — . 
&tine ot our beſt Diuines, and worthieſt v — — 
inftrutted vnotbe Ki of Heanen. Theſe are their ſe- — _ 


uerall aſſertions to the ſame ſenſe, in their owne words: 
. ä againit hi, 4 

re 0 ien. uin f 
e aur — if bb — deeds * 
* ſeeme uo be in bim, if he yee/al not to the works of the holy Gho#t, _— 
for the leaning but of avg one known! finne winch fighteth againſt fe pecems: Fa 
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care ſe, 
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reſolute purpoſen mut to fſunr in any thing : for fich, aud the pur. 
pee ef finneng cannener ſtaud togenbe rt. 
- "Thou ſeeſt chen, if Satan keep poſſeſſion, but by one reig. 
ning ſinne, it t will be thine cuerlaſting-rume. Thou ſhale 
then bee ſo farre from euer enioying any humble holy ac- 
quaintance with our God, chat thou art gone body and 
ſoule for euer. One breach it the walles of a Citie, expoſeth 
ie& jt to the ſurprize of the enemy: onè leakè in a fhip neglected, 
Vll ſinke it at length into the bottome of the dea: the ſtab 
ofapenknife to the heart, will as well ſpeed a man, as all the 
da. daggers that kild ¶ iſar in dhe Senate houſe: Ithou hedge 
als thy Cloſe as high as the middle Region of the Aire in all 
other places, and leaue but one gop alk chy graſſe will bee 
one: If the Fowler catch the bitd, either by rheheaY, or the 
oote, or the wing, ſhe is ſure his owe. It is ſo in the pre- 
imnmmes fi- ſent caſe: If thouliue, and lye with allowanae and delight, 
Ade, cnemie, 10 anꝶ encknowye ſinne, without partieiflat remonle, or re- 
ira,vixa,difſendo, ſolution to part with it; thou 2s yet catrieſt the. Diuels 
. — brand, he hath thereby markt thee out for hisawne; fs obe- 
parua , dience is vaiuetſall and Catholike, iEfinceres ſo repentance, 
—— Dei. if true, is alſo generall. I ſitint Nartte uaiννAA worthy 
Necrefert yo Diuine ſaies r e deere Ad, and - 
. excludatur, an deamnef mos ſo much as the favrt bekiind : in this ratten building; ir 
- pluribus : cam \{eayesnot 4 fone vpok g ftone,. As theoflord drewned Noalis 
— 8 us  owne friends and [ernants : ſo mu#t the flood of Fepenting teares 
— —_ drown our ſiresttit, aua e077 profitehle\rines\s wal d 
Glu. ad vecba +.» The premonitiom cherefare Fender in cke ſirſt place: ĩs 
-MayManifella this: Thou canſt neuer poſſibly be fiily qualified, either for 
. opera p a = ob 5 Io ; 2 855 
| dg tearer Re wire bearing eren er- eee. 
by Be qulda/cuagge quiinſernam Baberecogpoles-peraiterhia are 
Feten igne ardeþit, Tom 9 pee. 1438. (Therow the phole Treartſe, uſtin 5# 
 ofZawe, pronied 04137 e 1 non eſi 6 et 


reat, ſed ab omarbusiu BN W 2 e eg 
ſordi tiorum̃ omn ue bdii Shan. Vbi Jac: » 
ordium ac vi ium io vniueiſum abdicatio, Sev. uh cy | — * 5 8 


tum — ibi n 5 © ot 
a1 tem eru zn | totus tuerit terro 11 

s git percuſſerit,ſe fic cadi — lems Geotu fuller agus Bez n * ik opus 2 

ĩuſtitiam feceiĩt, imvhopeccaucrit, fimiliter ꝑ ecęator ſtatultur, quemadino dum i per scat en N- 

cut ait Iacobus, Si omnem legem adimpleas, & in yno tranſgrediaris , ſimiliter jener et is, 

c tom g. i cap, Marb. 20. lem. i. Tam vno moibo aligpis mogjeur, quam Alus f 22 

cap 3, ad Coloffs ee We An eee, v3 — 


* YH \ 1 fr 5 


ere with Gol. 


the ks vuderſtand ing, or ſauidg practiſe of this ſorted ond 
ſweeteſt Art, of walking with God; except thou reſolue, to 
ſtand fot euet ſinterely at the ſwords point againſt all ſinne. : 
Euen thy boſome · ſinne muſt be abandoned, if thou look ſor | 
any "ble inthis kinde: Fhou muſt put off the ſhirt from 

= ſinfull ſoule; forias the ſhirt is to the body, ſo is the be- 

loued ſinne co the ſoule it een and neereſt,” eue 

done off with moſt doe. 771 f 


And becauſe chis d pleafure,eninion: delight Pec- 
catumin delinjr s as the call it, is Satans ſtrongeſt 


Hold, his Tower of greateſt confidence and ſecuritie, when 
he is a pr elſe where, and ſo by conſequent an 99 np — 
erfull and petemptorie to keepe a mans heart eſtrangod with 
largeſtdiftance , and incompatible. auerſion from alt holy 
acquaintance with God; I will in ſhore labour to ill gbren, 
and diſ-intangle any one, who vnfainedly.defires an vtter 
divorce from this boſome-deuill; telling him, firſt, what 
it is: ſecondly,wha bisis ;thirdly,} ow hemapbe deceiued a 
about ii. | ©/ "hb Quemadmodam 
1. As inevery man, there is one element, one bueur; — — 
and ordinarily one paſſion predominatt; ſo ald one invener, quin ab. 
h worke of-darkoefſe; and way of death. Aud it is that ——ů 4 
which his 3 * otiginallcrodokednefſe;vponthefirft — 
electiue ſuruay, and ect ouer the fooles Paradiſe of tage nad 
worldly pleaſures, feſhly 545 ſts and vanities of this life, by a num ai 
ſecret ſenſuall — — vESorat Sener eee 
ſingles gut, and makes ſpeciall choice of to follow hid fecde ier hi care is 
vpon, with greateſi delight, and ptedominant ſuveetneſſe ro Shue 3.1 
afterward, by cuſtome and continuance, growes fo power-js are of nerure, 
full, and: — chat it extraordinarily endeares, and anche fame 
drawes vnto A — of all his defres,and ſtrongeſt wor- dug , 
kings of his heaxt, with much ffrctipnate e, and _ eee. 
headlot neſſe: and at the hei t; by an vnteſiſtable tytan⸗ ber nghe eye, in 
ny, it makes all occaſions and occurrences, friends and fol- gte g. 
owes the deepeſt reach of policic, and vtmoſtproieRsof 4, Hand, i regard of 
Religion, conſcience; eredit wichthe world, che vniuer- ve 2 Ofrepene 
* ne W 


contibutary 
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2M cCionttibutarie vnto it. s the Captaine, and commanding ſin; 
as to the Deuils vice roy, domineering inthe waſted conſci- 
ence, In ſome, it is worldlineſſe, wantonneſſe, ambition, op- 
poſielon to godlineſſe, vſurie, pride, reuenge, or the like: In 
others, it may bee drunkennefle, the ſwaggering vanitie of 
good fellow eee Play- houſe hanting, 
aming. ſcuriill icfting, &c. obſtinate inſatiableneficin al- 
wed recreations,idlenefle,or ſuch lie: 
BY 2. Thou mayeſt diſcouer it by ſuch markesas theſe : 
4 I. Ir is that, which thy trueſt friends, thine ownecon- 
* ſcience, and the finger of God in the Miniſterie, many times 
Mm finds our, mectes with, and chiefely checks thee ſorr 
| 2. Ic is that, which if it breake out into act, and be vi. 
| 1 fible to the eye of the world, thine enemies moſt eagerly ob- 
fecue, and obiect, as matter of their moſt inſultation und thy 
3 greateſt diſgrace. « Pl „ e. 
3. That which thou art lotheſt to leave, art ofteneſt 
tempted vnto, haſt leaſt power to reſiſt, and which moſt hin- 
ders the teſignation and ſubmiſſion of ſoule and body, of all 
thy courſes and carriage, heartily and vnreſeruedly to the 
Word and will of God. Reet 2.20 enn n 
we It is chat . euen 
jn the interpretation, and guiltĩe acknowledgement of thy 
feli-accufing heart. It may be, at a wy prot thou ir 
bin affied with ſome heauy eroſſe in thiveourward fare, 
loſſe of a child, ſome fits and pangs of bodily paine, terrours 
and troubles oſmind, or ſome ſuch proportionable vifitati- 
ons : no in all theſe, and like affſictions, vpon the firſt mar- 
ting apprehenfion,thy conſcience, if any whit awaked, on 
its owne accord ſeized vpon that finne we now ſeeke for, as 
the r- eAchanand author of all thy miſery, 
3. Heuer thou waſt ſo ficke, as out of extremitic to re- 
ceiue ſentence of death sgainſt thy ſelfe, and deſpaire of re- 
couerie; if thy confcience was ftirring , this ſinne afrighted 
thee moſt, and gaue the deadlieſt blow to drive thee to fi- 
nall deſpaire. And if chou ſhouldeſt die in ir without repen· 
dance, which God forbid, it would infuſe moſt helliſh vigor, 


- 


3 n 


_ 


1 into the —— which woull 
thereby more mightily gnaw vponthy conſeiencs;)thorow 
the Spirit hell choaui it 


all eternitie. If euer che ford of 
from thy boſome , whichis inſinitely co hee deſired. wie 


ſtrike thorow thy ſenſuall heart with 2rue t 
vill coſt these the hittereſt teures, aa abend derpt 


W 


5. Idisthar, Which thouutt kicbeft;and woukif leaf be 
acknowneof. If ir were poſſible, thou couldeſtbe well con- 
tent, hat ino Jab apaiſũ ſhould euer heare oftby: Hmnaliar. 
And therefore thou beateſt thybraimes, and improcuefichly 
wit, to deuiſe (if it be capable oſ ding) ciſti Sema - 
ſions, excuſes, entenuations, whole 
3 
| bewitched foule; -* An; 


—— 
ure n 


| how * tore mod priiedte; about le Abende 
ä e — thine heart with — moſtac- 
 ceptable-entertainement at thy very fuſtwaking ; iif choy 

baue not drehen off: chy fleeper; —— — 
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and wi 


Fully keeping v 
Fon 


oucd ſinne ĩs vont to oome into thy minde in he firſt place, 


4 


Ji Thirdly, i mig may be deceiued, in conceiving,cthat hee is 
vtterly divorce; and quite deliuered from bis boſome finne, 
and yet it bee but a meere exchange, or ſome other miſtake. 
This groſſe, affected ſelfe · impoſlure, may be ſeene in ſu 
caſes as theſe: 5 2 tro 
1. He may change onely the out ward and viſible forme of 
it. For inſtance: Whereas the ſame ſinne of couetouſneſſe 
doth vtter and expreſſe it ſelfe by vſury, ſimony, ſacriledge, 
bribery, grinding poore mens faces,cruſhing, aad vnmerei- 
| nder the poorer of the ſaniè trade, ſtealing, 
.ouer-re by tricks of wit, all manner of wrong-doing, 
all kinds of oppreſſion, detaining ill gotten goods without 
reſtitution, &c. he may inſenſibly glide out of dne qulph of 
griping crueltie, into anotherʒ he may fall from one of theſe, 
Seing amore notorious; & curſed trade of hoarding, o ſome 
othet᷑ ofthem leſſe obſerued, and dious in the watld, & yet 
ſtill abide in che chambers of dra, and vndet the tyranmy ofa 
reigning ſinne. The foule ſinne of vncleanneſſe doth actuate 
3 — ſelfe· pollution, brutiſh, and 
immoderate abuſe of marriage, and ſuch other abhorted im- 
purities Now, hee may paſſe from one ofeheſe pollutions, 
- mote crying and abominable, to ſome other of them, not af- 
frightiog tbe conſcience with ſuchgriflinefſe & horror, and 
yet ſtill ſye in the impenitent and damgablo ſbotes: oſluſſi. 
2. He me and refraine from the autward 
acts of ſuch hatefulbvillanics; and yet bis inward parts bee 
1 commas pkerings after them, de- 
1 ing chem in his mind, & contemplatiue com- 
miſfion oßthem. For iriftance : He way hold — 
froni the ctying viabenee pfopprefizoris ang tong and the 


5 


cloſer conueiances of cunning and fraud; and yet couetouſ⸗ 
neſſe may ſtill reigne in him, by the earthly exereiſe of the 
heurt. A — — acts of vncleanneſſe, 
neſſeſ ind adulteries of the thought; eee, 


cdangerde ade adiabofore ine, 
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| atanocher: —— prophnne 2 
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o age, 
NR and liſtleſneſſe —— 
and waſted the ambitious vigour of his minde, und the boi- 


Rerous heate of his — the 
milke in bis brefts, and marro w in his bones 3 his darling fin 
may then at lcogrh bid bie adiew, pra any penitent diſ - 
charge, and he may ſay mo it , I haue no more pleaſure in 
thee. Whereupon bee may ſalſj conelude a mortiſication, 
and finall conqueſt ouet it; a ſecure deliverance from the 
guile and curic of its 
5. He may vnſoundly pleaſe himſelfe with an vnuolunta· 
ry, and enforced cæſſationfromĩt; when there is no want of 


good — — of mattet, meanes, oppor- 


prouocation, or ſomethin 
forthe full a hee aig den e it. So want 
A meets —S 


ſore againſt his will, 
s boying 
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Joued ſinne is wontto come into thy mindee in he firſt place, 
and withrgreateftrexour. I 8 irs 115 EN dein 's G= 137 j 

;* Thirdly, a mon may be deceiued, in conceiving,thathee is 
vttetly diuorceti. and quite deliuered from bis boſome ſinne, 
and yet it bee but a meere exchange, or ſome other miſtake. 


This groſſe, affected (elfe-impoliure, may be ſeene in ſuch 
caſes as theſe: 5 | 


1. Hernay change onely theoutward and viſible forme of 
it. For inſtance: Whereas the ſame ſinne of couetouſneſſe 
doth vtter and expreſſe it ſelfe by vſury, fimony,nſacriledge, 
bribery, grinding poore mens faxes, eruſhing, and vnmerei- 


fully keeping vnder the poorer of the ſame trade, ſtealing, 
1 


ouers teaching by tricks of wit, all manner of wrong doing, 
all kinds of oppreſſion, detaining ill gotten goods without 
reſtitution, &c. he may inſenſibly glide out of dne qulph ef 
griping crueltie, into anotherʒ he may fall from one of theſe, 
r notorious; & curſed trade of hoarding, o ſome 
othet᷑ of them leſſe obſerued, and odieus in the world, & yet 


ſtill abide in che chambers eſ deatb,and vndet the tyra = 
os 


reigning ſinne. The foule ſinne of vncleanneſſe doth a 
——ů — ſelſe· pollution, brutiſh, and 
immoderate abuſe of marriage, and ſuch other abhorted im- 
purities. Now, hee may pale from one ofeheſe pollutions, 
- mote crying and abominable, to ſome other ef them, not af- 
frightiog che conſcience with ſuchgriflinefſe & horror, and 
yet ſtill he in the impenitent and damnableheres-ofluſt.. 
2. He W and refraine from the outward groſſe 
acts of ſuch batefillvilanies ; and yet bis in ward parts bee 
reer 2 — okerings after them, de- 
ligbeſull —_— nownig them in his mind, & contemplatiue com- 
| miſſion oßtbem. iriftance He wey hold; l 
fronithe ctyiog violence df oppreſſions and-wrongjand the 
- cloſerconuciancesef cunning end fraud; and yet couctouC- 
neſſe may ſtill reigne in him, by che earthly exereiſe of che 
:beare,H, —— s of vncleangeſſe, 
-and yes ie ated anguiſh abommably in pecylatine wanon- 
— adultecies:of the thought Wee 
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comfortable walking 00 


al reuen ze, and et noutiſn in his diſtempered affections,che 
hell: 2 got heart · burning hatred,and ſpire; ell indireR: 


anbiieweliniog into high roomes, and) W 
proud, end ouer- greedie of precedencĩie. NN „ N 


25 Nay, he may change the kinde ofhivboſome: foe 
reſpect of matter, forme, Wee way; pts — 


the — 6 

— 2 — \cldlinefſein eſe cupber hs 6 hi 

ny worldlin er in ; youger: 
yeeres; downe-right — in his — 2 


— _— way in ſome part of his bi pinching 
re riſie may raigne. at one time Apoſtacie | 
at for one while ; prophane irreligi- 
ouſneſle for another. | 
4. When the blaſting tote and feebleneſſe of old age, * 
we with. a ſottiſh deadneſſe and liſtleſneſſe emaſculated 
and waſted the ambitious vigaur of his minde, and the boĩ- 
ſtetous heate of his affectiona, haue dried and drunłe vp the 
milke in bis breſts, and marrow in his bones 3 his darling fin 
may then at length bid him adieu, without any penitent diſ- 
charge, and he may ſay vnto it Ibaue no more pleaſure in 
thee, Whereupon hee may fallly conclude a mortiſieation, 
and finall conqueſt ouer it; a ſocure deliuerance from the 
guilt and eurſe of it. 
5+ He may vnſoundly pleaſe himſelfe with an youolunta- 
ry, „„ when there is no want of 
good wilden they ſay but onely, of martet, meanes, oppor- 
tunitie, en 
forthe full and fee acting and t of it. So want of 
foi may — man, but full ſore agaioſt aa will, 
ange appare gamiog.Ale-bouſchauntiog ; Ving 
ar Hee may for a time pull — of chis frongeft 
yoke of Satan, onely out of tnelancholicke pan pang of ſlauiſh 
wrden ſerious fore: thought of death, and lying euerlaſt- 
ingly in l trus apptehenſion of the ii ie ofbe« 


ing ſauec d wichourabar andoningit; — — 
WE”, D 4 rour 


in: 


company, prouocation, or ſomething 


4 


—— in 1 boſbine ve to 
—— prouocations of 
atiom af ſomeiemarkeable vengeance 
ei ed vpon his fellow-debiaquems;;'or ſenſible ſmart of 
ſome terrible blow from Oodi viſiting hand in enckindeor 
other: I ſayvpon ſome ſuclxoccaſion he may for a time for⸗ 
beaze bie blaudy oatbes, nid i- 
houſe haunting, ſcifs: polluting; "walkin in end 


3 be ſtrange mu, er what other ſiune ſbt· 
uer dot in him ard retaine him ſtronglieſtin the de 
lf Barbee vn hot the worke of the Word. 


eee e hey hand; plunting 


mortifyingpower, beis-notablers Hold: 
out . but the vnclcave ſpirit returnes, and rules i Hen 
againe are more im endſenſually, out of 'indig-- 
nation of its diſcontimuance and — 4 — to che par- 
— — end eagerneſſe, torecommiriit, 
eee eee t forb arunee, HRD. it 
is not i le, but that a man,after bis conuerſion ;bythe* 
ſudden ſurprialt of ſome violent tempeation, and eunning 
traine of Satan, may bee haledibache to commit kis Ce ete 
finne gains ;eſpecially if — Mit 
bes and to bee lamented ifiOwere! ble; 
with teares of blood: ) yet hee neuer doth; nor cant | 
to wallow in it againeʒor allow it.  Aﬀterſuch/a dre: 
1 heart bleeds aſreſſi with ener dmefde Ufteerneſtt 
hors him duft and afhes, 1 


— 2 criesmore mi vnto God in ad 
. 


paires and fortiies the — er reſdlution, "and 
moreimuinciblewachfulnefſogeinft f cure ang all 
— ade of re- en ee Bueno. fl aket 


cetfoibearacice; engu tis Hi ll ane, 
9 into the ae 85 


eee — 


"comfornblewallingwinkGod. 


Voow bis erg the enclave Peri roger more chen bow — 


5 44 i 9 W570 45 {nor HG Aa 


fore 
Thus to lend ther ſbine light, br bone Gldleoehhe 


and thorow diſintanglement out of its ſrires; I 
haue intimated brieffy what a belbued finne is; what thine 
may bee; and hew teu bee decciurdabour! it. For 


if thot) wouldeſt trvely rafie how grecious,aod glorious the 
Lord is in a ſweet eommunion wid file bleſſed Maieſtie; 


if thou wouldeſt be intima ted with aer 
of Chriſt, wherein are hid infinite heavenly treaſures, and 
ſuch pleaſures, 4: neither eye hath ſtent, m cure heard; neither 
hath: grell onthe Mart: of man; if thou wouldeſt euer bee 


ficly qualified ib Walle hum virb iy God inthe waywhich 
is called Holy; as thou muſt Nen ho for euer with all ſinne, 


ſo muſt thou: ptincipall and'impartially i ww amy all tk 
ſpirituall forces, and a oftpmbeanen. vtterly to demoliſ 
and beate to che ground the geuils Caftle; to eee and 


depolt from its helliſh tyra nabe over chee, kat grand im F 
ace un foe and ſttongeſt barre to = 
all acquaintance, and ſw t entercourle with God; thy 
boſomè finne sn 
Take Setice by the v eee eee ind 
conftantly reach; thatiuſtif — 2 OT 
from the gigne &callowanceo ny luſt, or led courſe, and 
by th wer ofthe he Zhoſt, # ſincere vniuerſall 
new obedience, and regular ————— 


ments, to all good workes of Iuſtice, Mercy, and Truth; mt 


that wee neitfer doe mor dire ę ee any man 
ofhis being iuftified and aſſired of Gods loue, that goes on 


ence, hating to be reformed; Ifiy, fich ĩe is thus; taken 
how vnworthily, & wrongfully, the Antichriſtian Doctors, 


having receiovd ceheads om the Whore of Babylon, 
— inc. Hence 0 Jab 
8o that their i n 


F nn . | 
— pinion,fiand w 


1.Coras. - 


- impenitenely in any one knowne ſinne againſt his onſes | 


4 
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General. direZions for 4 


b Seffe33, Theſe words, ſaith b * „ (meaning of the French 
| Confeſſion) are ſet downerto aſſure the wickedſt man that 
is, ofthe rightzouſneſle of the Sonne of Gd. 
By the application of Chriſts ſatisfaction by faith, ſüch 
——— Leſſias he (meaning the Proteſtant) is reputed iuft befote 
. God, though he finde no change of will at all within. 
inis Esgaſb by The Tore Fathers in the oem Conuenticle, 4. ſay, 
. c that Lusber from iuftificacion by faith alone, collected, nor 
4% Tln nb. . onely that good workes are not neceſſarie, but alſo that a 
p3g-190- om diſſolute libertie in obſeruing the Law of God, and of the 
pd exiſtivare Church, will ſerue the turne. | 
poſic ang *  Bellar.callo comes in, with his videntay They ſeeme,ſai 
vullabona opera he, altogether to thinke, that a man may be ſaved, eue 
Faciat,nce mand# hee doe no good workes, nor obſerue Gods 
dir, De , ments, Which hee there onely ſeemes and aſſayes to proue, 
— but indeed playes the calumniating Sophiſter. 


7 Halen The iuſtify ing faith of che Aduerſaries, faith f hee in {ink 
— — 4 ther place, takes clearely away Prayer Secraments, Good 
ſs. 


_ workes, and whatſoeuer God hath inſtituted for our ſalua· 
 cantem,tollize . 
medio orationem, tion. 

rn The Proteſtants, faith g Stapleton, will haue certainty of 
* grace to be in a man, not onely without any reſpect, nęceſſi- 

hore Dew fn tie, conſequence, preſence, ot conueniencie of good workes, 

== but alſo whatſocuer finnes being preſent. 

2 Have ceniud- The bRhemiſts alſo moſt land 


s Have cert eee Ws wee 


— condemne Good workes, 45 cles, ſinfull » bypocriti- | 
— —— call. | 
— cone i Aruoldus Alo welt with malicious popiſh poiſon and 
quentid, pręſen 3 

ri,amconenicn- the rancour of a {landerous ſpirit, when hee fathers vpon vs 
n ſuch falſhoods as theſe :as though we ſhould teach, that all 


— qui- men are bound to beleeue, that they are elected to erernall 


de wiftif.bb.g 
IM 


h Incep Bog (34 
———— 


I lebens docere; ne 
Se ——— 


— inandam doctrinam, putidiſſimam calumniam, mendacium 
Hear we 8 non vult in Chriſtum » teneri 
— lj md dd og inere. — — 9 , Ergo mibl 


licerefſe iuprods , — 2: tat 


makus clo, quia Deus bonn ct, ee. 


life; 


| comfort ble — wh God, 
lifer that edi all wicked men be emen thoſe Whocan 


fall from ſaluation by pou yillanties; 
Novy the Lord re kethee, — 5 auen with ſoch 


extreme malice & ſalſhood in the foule mouthes of the Po- 
piſh Proctours, and Rebfbakebs of Rome, that they ſhould 

Wich ſuch prodigious les and villanous finders, revile the 

Lords Champions, and traduce the glorious heauenly truth 

of our moſt holy arid righteous Reli 2 1 v2, 

But to my purpoſe, and to conclude the point; Thou muſt 
either with a reſolute and everlaſting diuorceabandon, and 
abominate thy boſome ſinne, thy darling delight, to the pit 
of hell, whence it bath formerly receiued much enraged ſen- 
ſuall poiſon, to the wofull waſting of thy conſcience, and the 
ſtronger, and longer barring thee from grace; or elſe thou 
muſt continue an euerlaſting ſtranger from all communion 
and conuerſing with God j thou ſhalt neuer be able to meet 
him in his Ordinances with true teuerence and delight, or 
looke him in the face with comfort at the laſt dax. 

II. Scorne with an infinite, and triumphant diſdaine, to — | 
ſeruc the mi hey Lord of heauen and cart ſeruilel y.flauiſh- wen good Fand, 
ly, ; for by-reſpedts; priuateends, cedupeting, = 2 
ſaue his owne ſweet, gtacious, glorious en le 
fie from the very heart · roote : Which foule fiend ? 
her ſelfe more vnobſeruedly in the warme Sun, pes mem. eg — 
prof eritie of the Goſpels flouriſhing eſtate wich an out- ewe — rd. 
Watch gland ſupetſieisil tin&ure, doth wich greater varie- Se motiner; bes 
4179 Rrovgerimpoſtvte, dereius boch mens owne ſoules, e 
and others, orion — thereof: Nay this ee e 
great Agen fot the Prince of darłneſſe, is ſo politicke aud ow food, pag 
Pragmati ee — e — Fo jo 
the dettii chat glurious Sunne, in oceptation I es the 
and dampeof profeſſion — For thaugh at r 


bee in greateſt wa" — ws. 25 we 


this dey, Profeffours of the gracious: = 
diſgrace with the moſt; N drunkar a ſwaggering Feuief princpb Keck, 
Good-fellow; an Vſurer,a —_ wy ter of — -——» 

with t | 


finde more fauour, LE pplanſe, and 
world, chen a 2 — wayes; fo 


Y that 


+) 


* „ 6 4 . 5 — — — B me ang og . . 2 — „ 


Ge in rec eiuin 
the Sacrament Ss 


company of tle A- 
Nile, lr he might loue 
plauſt 2 
view of bin elfe. iy 


© (BR, POOE 
rone Larke is worth a thouſand Kites) 
aboue vulgar eſteeme, and ordinary va- 


of the bely Ghoft, 
which be wic 
e tobe ſer 


Juba camping the 4. Ochers chere are, bo ſecing ckey cannot ſo.cafily and 
— erreſſiuely ſatisſie and glut their greedy humours, by their 
nent of — commerce, dealings, and mutuall negotiations with natu- 
— rall-men;for ſuch are vvellable wich equall cunning, to coun- 
ea ter- mine againſt their craftie and coozening voderminings; 
un conſciences will ſerve ehem to encoufter & retalliare 
bh, ee. their vnconſcionablenefle, with like ouer-reaching retribu- 
— | owe” tions of circumuention and wrong ; they can well enou 
Adv ſound and farhome with the crooked line of their owne de- 
2 ceicfull hearts, the inuiſible depths of their Machiuellian 


. projetzandplots and knavery; Liny,orhers Abel arg, whp 
1 1» Of thocraſion, ey may thriue in he world, and 
© grow in wealth more eaſily, and vnobſeruedly, put on a 
diloke of out ward on, and in policie onely and hypo- 


criſie draw towards tlie better fide ; mixe and ĩoyne them- 

{elves wich Oodds childten, hang von, and adhere vnto true 

Chriſtians; becauſe they pitch vpn them, make 5 
c 


lan 2 
| cake eee eee ng 
planting, and vnde nine Hr 
cafily ſucke ourthe gr. Frente 


plentifully, 


actual wtf dab — 
to che Houſe of God vpon 
treat loue vnto Gods Truth 
feare, that being then a- 


—— duirh 8 
h flance, foine may rep 
the Lords Beyer Fan 
or conſcionable Miniſter 


bene 


lone, or walking 1 Ad their NN conſciences 


ſhould workeinorefearefully and fierce! them; and 
that thoughts of their finges, death, he tion, and 


other ſuch rerribſe confideraci would come into their 
mindes,withafftightin 2 75 formes, ritio! 


; and: ont of 
horrour, Some, it . forfeare they e 
cenſured, and markedontby nien gcquiinred und 
ced in the myſterie of grace, and wayes of God, with the 
odious deſerted rand, f Pra rleſſe, and Arheifti 
vtetehes; ot ade | e ſcizedvp 
— — bery a 
re,r tem lüccefle, death 

* other fearefull tn dare not for their = 
but commue a courſe and formal! racke 5 i 2 
Ae their houfes. er n 

5 extrabrt 


Rom. 13.3. 


1 2 


. Jay] 
oy 8 2geinſ- 

ich their eee itely-riſe- 
eee. difiaſte end auerfon., Doe yd not 
ghaz many, dr 
the ſpoils, 48 int re ee 

id they not hold 9 rfible thing do 

— iban to pay five ſhilling Nee 
not many at Sr mon time, rtl be in cbe Ale 


in ye Houſcof God, Wer pop the 7055 


— ea my We 


— rar 7 an a, leh —.— 2 2 torments Ter > 
th men in a ſlauiſb obedienc 
© = 96 av too 11 0 uf inthe world be: 


bearance of other groſſe. 
to w Seh el One 4 are nat ſo endeared, — 


ward I performance of ſome holy duties, formall preſence, at 
eee e Fer and patronage o godly 
Miniſter d gopd men, hope to make amends, as it.were,, 
and o purchs e prote clion and diſpenſation for the ven. 
geance 


kunden with God, By 


ance 8 dub vnto che fall. lad of — 
pelobed lf wherein they ſetrtly lie. And clirefore ĩ bel 
—_ conformirie ene her is cauſed NG 
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Paſtour, Patrone, Tanddord, or Q ne reMgp1ous dem- 
kinted, re, or ohr — — — 
ward never — — 2 rw gar ee 
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\puvon aſhawof religious atleaſthinthe com- fm enot - 
pany rr, ſuch as are ready andfotwrd t 2 als 22 
NS J. de mat 


ho Aud 
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voted to be on the beſt ſide. In a word, ſuch ſclowes as 
theſe, out of a baſe and vnbleſſed ambition to be well po- 
ken of by all, though a woe weites vpon ſuch, Luke 6.26. 
furniſh tbemſelues, both with a forme of ptofe flion to con- 


LET proteſt with greae brower and 

.___ offiſtancetotbe beſt and — on a tempora- 
| counterfeite profeſſioo , 2 — to 
e ee — — — ah 

---.: fairdyandplaifibly; out ai one calling into 
Aa aber, lower, more — Trade, ivr 
foe other of more 5 ac and caſe: or elſe 
+ ">* breake out of all Callings ;; and ſo, 9 my - 
A r call it, liue vpon their 
„ Ptofeffion ;andbyamuſnge he tender conſciences of weake 
+ .- Chriftians; Sh becoming and countermanding tye 
Nr rannies, as it were, of anafteedfurious zeale, ſucke out of 
chem no (all aduanta and prey-too plentifully vpon 
he people af God. ere ready to pretend, and 
intimate, that ſuch baſe; earthly, and worldly imployment, 
und ſpending of their time is difgracetull,and derogatory 0 
— of God, — their Chriſtian liberty; that 
— — and auocations, it interrupts 


rheminebe purkigeof che genersll C diſables and 
minders them in thediſchirge of Tyan fn let them 


know;tharChriftianity;if! true, doth not nulliſia, 

but ſanctifie our particular —— hou oughteſt to con- 

tinue with conſcionableneſſe and conſtancy in that perſonall 

| r 7 kr it he 

. ——— — r;priucte veceſſiy, 

—— onap, 072; — —.— zand chaccruly ſo,norbypoctitically 
or 


__ bed r 
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ticular 


comfortable walling with God. 39 


ticulat Calling; wee may euer ftrongly ſuſpect him of hol- 
-lownefſe and hypocriſie. It is the ent concluſton ofa 
very learned and holy Diuine: | 
Thawgh a man bee iudurd with excellent gifts , and bee able Peikins sf cut 
to ſpeake well, conceine Prayer, and with ſome renerexce o te 
beare the Word, and receius the Sacraments, yet if hee pratiife by 
vor the duties of godline ſſe within his owne (alling ali irbut by. - 
172 What ſonne or daughter of Adam can challenge and 
plead exemption from that common charge laid vpon them 
by the Lord of Heauen : Jutbe ſweat ofthy face ſhalt thou eate Oen 347 
bread, till thow returne vnto the 5 Bithet by trauaile of 
body, or toyle of minde, or both? n 
2. . a ciuill Calling, is neceſſary for a comfort- 
able prouiſion of earthly neceſſaries. 
3. Hee isa eutſed Drone, a child of idleneſſe and floth, 
the very Tennis- ball of temptation, moſt-ynworthy the 
bleſſings and benefits of humane ſocietie; who doerh not 
one Way or other cooperate, as it were, and contribute to 
the common Good, with his beſt endeauours in ſome ho- 
neſt particular Calling. n! „ 
4. A ſesſonable imployment ina ciuill Calling, is a So- 
ueraigne preſeruatiue, and curbe for prevention of infinite \, 
ſwarmes of idle, melancholike, and exorbitant thoughts 
and for reftraine from many wicked and vnwarrantable 
medlings and miſcarriages. „e | 
3 An honeft Calling, is a Schoole of Chriſtianitie. In 
which a man performing duties for the Lords fake,may dai- 
ly profit in the practiſe and increaſe of many heauenly gra- 
ces; Faith, tence, Patience, Meekeneſſe, Conſtancie, . 
Truth, Fidelitie, Iauocation, Thankſgiuing, experience of 
Gods prouidence, &c, | 


% 


A true Conuert therefore is ſo farre fromcafting off his 
perſonall Calling; that after his calling to Chriſtianitie, he is 
woont to diſcharge the duties thereof with farre more care 
— — with a better minde, more moderate 


affections, and fora bleſſeder end. 
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7. Some there may bee, who ſeeing the iniquity of 

theſe laſt, and worſt times, lying in weight for the ſurprize 

and ſuppreſſion of forwardnefle and zeale; and that they 
| may gaine, or grow into credit with the world by ſome 
Sach Machinettizen ſpeciall ſeruice againſt the forwarder ſort, ſerue themſelues, 


counterfeit, arecal- in the meane time (plauſibleneſſe of profeſſion taking away 


Fa 2 the ſenſe of their intruſion) into the company and commu- 


2.Cor.1t.26- nion of the moſt noted religious people; that at length they 
Gala 4.Irrepticij, may doe them the more miſchiefe, and driue to the head the 
— fine bitterneſſe of their lurking malice, with a more deſperate 
Fanden ict. and deadly tinge Theſe are men of great impoſture and 
tis 6.nulaionen, cunning in their carriage. They informe themſelues tho- 
icrepſerant,B:z, rowly, and exactly, in the wayes and zealous behaujour of 
Profefſionzand ſo with great ſatisfaction and contentment, 
apply and accommodate themſelves for a time to their de- 
ſires and deuotions. But if once they pry into a point of ſee- 
ming aduantage, which by their wreſting & purfacing, may 
create matter of mole ſtation, and ſpy their ſuppoſed ſeaſon, 
to winne by betrayiog; they turne Turkes and traitors to 

thoſe which are true of heart, to ſerue their owne turnes. 
g. delu lad ee 8. Many there ate, who out of à fond and groundleſſe 
fooliſh Virgins, concet,that onely an out ward conformitie to the Word, Sa- 
CO TR eraments, and other religious exerciſes, will ſerue their turne 
mary theuſerls & for ſaluation, giue their names to proſeſſion, and ſo walke on 
— —— 71 plodding in the comfortleſſe vnzealous formes of a frozen 
godlinefle,denis outſide Chriſtianity, many times euen vntothei dying day. 
2 dle n Theſe men marre,, and vnſanctifie themſelues, by making 
8 moderation in Religion s Saint: and vndoe their fas , by 
2 — 1 adoring diſcretion as an Idoll. Moderation and diſcretion 
«+207 then nd, truly ſo called, and rightly defined by the rules of God, are 


— — bleſſed and beautifying ornaments to the beſt and moſt zea- 


_ «vepreiſe. lous Chriſtians; but being tempered with their coldneſſe, 


and edged with their eagerneſſe againſt forwardneſſe, and 
Jernexcy in ſpurit, which the Apoſtle enioynes, 2 Rom. 12. 11. 


ene Feraidiipi- become the very deſperate cut · throates to the gener of ged- 


titu, ſectheng ba. | | | 
| —— faQum à ſono ʒteræ & Eu ſatb. Vole vt nos, qui ſub lege Spiricus viuimus .nihil remꝭſſum 
nihiltepidumihabeamus in nobis: ſed cum feruore Spiritus, & calore fideĩ cunda peragamus, Origen. 
4. 
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ble walking with God. 51 
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line ſſe, and peflilent conſumption of the ſpirits, heart, and life - 
of true zeale. Theſe fellowes are moſt inſolent, and confidene 
in their Phariſaicall brags, ſpirituall ſecurity , and hopes for 
Heauen. They admire, and applaude with much ſelfe-efti- 
mation of ther ſingular skill, and rare felicitie, in pitching iuſt 
vpon the golden meane, as they conceiue, betweene pro- 
phaneneſſe and preciſeneſſe; infamous notoriouſneſfe, and 
perſecuted ſtrictneſſe. But that Prouerbe, in the meane time 
falls pat ypon their pates: There it a generation that are pure in prou 30. t. 
their owne eyes: and yet is not waſhed from their filthineſſe: And 
at length moſt certainely, the iuſt execution of that terrible 
commination,Reuel, 3.16. will cruſh their hearts with euer- 
laſting horrour, confuſion and woe. 

But I ſhould be endleſſe in the diſcouery of this hidden 
and helliſh gulph of hypocriſie, wherein thouſands are ſwal- 
lowed yp, euen in this glorious Mid · day of the Goſpell. For 
a man may a ſſoone find out theway of anEagle in the Are. 
the way of a Serpent vpon a Rocke,the way of a Ship in the mid 
of the Sea, and the way of a man with a maid, as to tracke the 
cunning and crooked footſteps of this foule ſiend in the 
falſe hearts of Satans followers. Only take notice, that thou 
canſt — delight in God, or euer comfortably | 


come neert him, if thou give any entertainment vnto it, in 
what forme ſoeuer it repreſent it ſelfe, or whatſoeuer vizor 
it offers vnto thee, though neuet ſo fairely varniſhed, and 


uilded ouer with the Deuils angelicall glor x. 
- - 4 d concluſions 


III. Build, and erect all thy reſolutions an 

for Heauen and Gods ſeruice, vpgn that ſtrong and pureſt 

pillar, that maine, and moſt precious b Principle of Chriſtia- 7d h the 
nitie, Selfe · deniall. No walking with God, no ſweete com- fl 1 — 


munion, and ſound peace at his Mercy-Seate, except for his . u end- 


1 ö | mental of 
ſake,and keepinga good conſcience, maybe content to de- Conf 1 
rendet aducrius liberos, aduerſus naturalem ognationem,contra aiuerſum Orbem ter arum contraips 
— — | bee bee — — — ——— — 36, 
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Paul calls as. Ibe very aur ſeruice of God: without which other wy 
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nie thy ſelfe, thy worldly wiſdome, naturall wit, carnall res- 
ſon, acceptation wich the world, excellencie of learning, 
fauour of great Ones, credit and applauſe with the moſt 
thy paſſions, profit, pleaſures, preferment, neereſt friends, 
eaſe, libertie, life, euery thing, any thing. And feare no loſſe;. 
for all things elſe ate nothing, to the leaſt comfortable 
glimpſe of Gods pleaſed face. In Allee 
From this Principle ſprung all thoſe noble reſolutions, and 
replies of Gods worthieſt Saints and Souldiers: That of H.. 
ſter for the preſeruation of the people of God: Well, ſaith 
Heſt.4a6. ſhe,] wil go: in vnto the King,which is not according to the lam, 
aud if Iperifs, I periſb. That of Aficaiah,ſollicited ſtrongly by 
the meſſenger to temporize, in managing his Miniftery witch 
ſtableneſſe, and conformity to the Kings pleaſure, and plau- 
1:King-22.14+ fiblenefle of the falſe prophets: As the Lord liueth, what the 
Lord ſaith unto mee, that will [ ſpeake. That of Nehemiah; 
Nei 6. 1s. Should ſuch a man as I fiee ? As it he ſnould haue faid j' Tell 
not mee of fleeing, my reſolution was'pitcht long oe ,if 
need require,tolaydowne my life, and loſe my blood in the 
. Lords battels. That of Paul when his friends were weeping, 
and wailing about him: hae mean you toweepe , ſaid hee, 
and * . mine heart ? For I am ready, uot tobe bond onely: 
but al/o to the ar NHieruſalem, for the name of the Lord Teſuis 
That of lerome: Tf my father flood weeping on bis knees before 
1 wee and my mother hangs 22 and all my 
| brethren, fiſters, ch bes, broke, howlmg unenery fide, ta 
| retaine me in fnfulllife with them; I would fling my mother to 
. the ground,drſpiſe allmy binred rum oner my father, andivead: 
1 him under my feet thereby to rus to Chriſt when beecallethme. 
T—rhꝙhbat of Luther, dealt with, earneſtly, and eagerly, not to ven- 
| ture himſelſe amongſt a number of perfidieus, andblood- 
Foxin the Srap of thirſtie Papiſts : As touching me((aith he) fince 1 am ſent for, I 
r am reſolaed, and certainely determined to enter Wormes in the 
N Name of om Lord Ieſus Chriſt; pea, although 1 knew there were 


fo many Deuilite reßſt me, as there are tiles to couer the bonſes 
iv Wormes. That of a moſt renowned Italian Marqueſſe, . 
leacius Carracciolus, tempred by as Ieſuite with a great he: 


ä 
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of money, to returne from Gods Bleſſing at Geneua, to the 
warme Sunne in Italy: Let their money periſs with them, who Ser the Story of kis 
eftceme all the Gold inghe world, worth one dayes ſocietie with . 7. 
Ieſus Chriſt, and his holy Spirit. That of George Carpemeer, 
Martyr : Ny wife and my children are ſo dearelybeloged vn. , — 
to me, that they cannot bee bought from mee, for all the riches : 
and poſſeſſions of the Duke of Banaria: but for the loue of my 
Lord God, I will willingly forſake them. That of Kilian, a 
Dutch Schoole- maſter, to ſuch as asked him, if he loued not 
his wife and children; Tes, ſaid he, F the world were Gold, 
and were mine to diſpoſe of, I would giue it to line with them, 
though it were but in priſon; yet u ſoule and Chriſt are dearer 
to me then all. d 
IV. Exerciſe thy ſelfe continually, and bee excellent in 

that onely Heauen vpon Earth, and ſweeteſt Sanctuarie to Hab 2.4. 

an hunted ſoule, the Liſe of faith. Which to liue in ſome Sar 17 
ood meaſure, is the duty and property of every living mem- Heb. ic. t. 
er of Chriſt Ieſus. Loue therefore, and labour to liue by the 20 
power of faith, the life of ſaluation, ſanct: fication, preſer- 
uation. 1. Of ſaluation, thus: Let thy truely- humbled ſoule, 

rieued and groaning vnder the burden of finne, throw it 
felt into the meritorious, and merciful armes of Ieſus Chriſt, 
wounded, broken, and bleeding ypon the Croſſe; and there 
let it hold, and hide it ſelfe ſor euer in full aſſurance of eter - 
nall life, by vertue of that promiſe, Ioh.3. 36. Hee that beles · 
neth on the Son, hath enerlaſting life. For having thus laid hold 
vpon him, He by his Spirit doth communicate fiſt himſclfe 
ynto thee; then both the merit of his death for remiſſion of 
thy ſinnes; and of his actiue obedience for thy right to ſal- 
uation and happineſſe; and withall, the power of bis Spirit, 
to quicken thee to the life of grace in this World, and to 
raiſe vp thy body to the life of glory atthe laſt day. 2. Of 
ſanctification: If thou kcepe thy faith, the fountaine, roote 
and heart, as it were, from which all thine other graces 
ſpring, in life and vigour, thou ſhalt pray more comforta- 
bly, bee more couragiouſly patient, heare the Word more 


fruifully, receiue the-Sacraments more joyfully , paſſe the 
| E 3 Srasbbaths 
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Sabbaths more delightfully, conferre more cheerefully, me- 
ditate mote heauenly, walke in all the wayes of new obedi- 
ence with more ſtrength, and conqueſt ouer — 
ordinarily, euery Chriſtian ſhall finde the exerciſe of other 
graces to bee comfortable, or cold, —— to the liueli- 
neſſe, or languiſhing of his faith. 3. Of preſeruation, both 
temporall and ſpirituall. we 

In eroſſes, afflictions, and all Gods outward angry viſita- 
tions, by the power of ſuch promiſes, as thoſe, Pfal.89. 33. 


and 50. 15. Heb. 12.7,8, 1. 1. Theſ. 3.3. Act. 14. 22. Luke 


9.23· Iſai. 63. 9. 
In the courſe and carria 


ge of thy particular Calling: the 
of, if thou diſcharge with conſci- 
ence, diligence, and prayer, thou mayeſt goe on with com- 
ſort, contentment, and freedome from that torturing and 


racking thoughtfulneſſe; from thoſe reſtleſſe and curſed 


carkings of carnal worldlings, wherein they baſely languiſh, 
and loſe their ſoules; and leaue the ſucceſſe, iſſue, and event 
of all thy labours and vndertakings vnto the Lord, what- 
ſoeuer it may bee, reſting ſweetly, and euer relying vpon 
that graciouspromiſe, Heb. 13. 5. Iwill neuer faile thee, nor 
forſake thee, 

In ordering and guiding the affaires of thy family, de- 
pend by faith vpon Gods bleſſing, the ſttength and finew of 
all ſound comfort, and true contentation that way. See 
Pfal. 127. | 

In = loffe of out ward things for thy loue, and ſeruice 
vnto God; by beleeuing that Man of God, 2.Chron.25.9. 
The Lord is able to gine thee much more then this, © 

Nay, in the loſſe of all earthly things in every kind: ſee 
Habac.3.17,18. Although the fig-tree ſhall not bis ſſame, neither 
Ball fruit be in the Vines: the e of the Oline ſhall faile, and 
the fields ſhall yeeld no meate , the flocke ſhall be cut off from the 


feld, and there ſhall be no herd in the falles : yet] will reipyce in 


the Lord : I will ioy in the God of my ſaluation, Conſider alſo 
for this purpoſe, Jobs patient bleſſing of God vpon the ſur- 
prize and concurrence of an vniuerſall miſery, Iob 1. al. 


In 


—_—_—_ 
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1 pangs of the Neu- birth, ſpirituall infancy, weakeneſles 
of faith, prayer, godly ſorrow, and other graces; by thoſe 
cordiall refreſhing promiſes,Reu. 21.6. 5.6. Ifa,42.3. 


and 40. 11. and 57-15. | 
In oppoſitions againſt the raiſing or reſtauration of ſpiri- 


tuall buildings by the Miniſtery of the Word : or in tempta- 
tions againſt a mans perſonall progreſſe, and holding out 
againſt Gods waies vnto the end; by renouncing our owne 
ſtrength, diſclaiming the arme of fleſh, and crying in euery 


encounter: Not by 2 
the Lord of Hoaits, art mount ame, & c? 
In lagguiſhings and tremblings after relapſe into ſome 
old, or fall into Ede new ſinne; by ſuch precious places as 
theſe: . Ioh. 2. 1. Luk. 17. 4. 1. Sam. 1 2. 20. 1. Iohn 1.9. 
From this laſt place a reuerend Diuine collects this comfort: 
If we ſee our unworthine(ſe and with broken hearts acknowledge 
it, God is faithfallandinſs# to forgiue it, bee it neuer ſo great. 
But this is a ie well fit onely for Tr of a ſincere Chriſti- 
an, when out of the fearefulneſſe of his diſtruſtfull ſpirit, he 
puts off all comfort, though truely humbled, after enſnare- 
ment in ſome more ſpeciall affrighting ſinne. Let no ſwine 
trample vpon it. | 775 
In all kindes of temptations, by the power of that pro- 
miſe, 1. Cor. 10. 13. Nay, euen amidſt varietie of them by 
obeying that precept, Iam. 1. 2. Ay brethren, count it allioy 
when you fall into diners temptations. | 
In ſpitituall deſertion, by refreſhing, and reſting thy fink- 
ing ſoule, in the meane time vntill the Lord returne, vpon 
that ſureſt Rocke, Iſa. 30. 18. Bleſſed are all they that waite 
for him. Moſt bleſſed, deare, and ſweeteſt Sanctuary! If the 
Chriſtian die in that waiting ſtate, he ſhall be certainely ſa- 
wed : For the holy Ghoſt pronouncerh him bleſſed. 
In the deepe, and almoſt deſpairing apprehenſions of 
thine extreme vileneſſe, and, as it were, nothingneſſe in 


grace, by apprehending that moſt mercifull promiſe from 
Gods owne mouth, Iſa.43.25. rg Vf 


In thy perplexed and troubled thoughts abour returne 
= E 4 after 


, but by my Spirit, ſaith Zech. 4.69, 
e 2 gs 
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after backſliding; by thoſe comfortable encouragements, 
Ier. 3. 1, 1 2,13, 14,2 2. Hoſ-14-1,2,4q c 
In doubts of loſing the loue of God, and life of Grace; by 
conſideration of thoſe paſſages in Gods Booke, where it ap- 
peares,that the loue o God vnto his child, in reſpect of ten- 
derneſſe, and conſtancy, is infinitely dearer then that of a 
moſt louing mother to her little one, Iſai. 49. 15. ſttonger 
then the ſtony Mountaines, and Rocks of flint, Iſa, 54.10. as 
conſtant as the courſes of the Sunne, and of the Moone, and 
of the Starres, and of the day, and of the night, ler. 31. 36. and 
33. 20. nay, as ſure, as God himſelfe, Pſal. 89.33, 34,35. 
In the Haile ſtormes of ſlanderous arrowes, and empoy- 
ſoned darts of diſgrace, by cleauing to moſt glorious promi- 
ſes, 1. Pet. 4. 14. Mat. 5. 17. 
In the valley of the ſhacowof death; by an aſſurance of 
Gods mercifull omnipotent preſence, Pſal. 23.4. 
In che extremitie & depth of ſuch deſperate diſtreſſes, and 
perplexities; wherein in thy preſent feeling, thou canſt ſee, 
and find no poſſibilitie of helpe from Heauen or Earth, God 
or Man; but art both helpeleſſe and hopeleſſe, as the Church 
complaines, Lam. 3. 18. by ſuch like places as thoſe, Iſai. 3 3. 9, 
10. 2. Chron. 20.1 2. Gen. 22.14. Exod. 14. 1 3. Pſal. 78.65. 
In euery thing, or any thing that ſhall , or can poſſibly 
befall thee; proſperitie, or pouertie; croſſe, or comfort; 
calmneſſe of conſcience, or tempeſts of terror; life or death, 
© &c. by extracting abundance of vnconquerable patience, 
and peace of ſoule, from thoſe three heauenly golden con- 
duits of ſweeteſt comfort, Rom. &. ver. 18, 28, 3 2. 
Thus in any trouble of ſoule, body, good name, outward 
late, preſent, or to come; thou mayeſt by the ſoueraigne 
power of faith working vpon the Word, not onely draw out 
the ſting, and expell the poiſon of it; but alſo create a great 
deale of comfort to thy truly- humbled foule, and maintaine 
it in deſpite of all mortall or infernall oppofition, in a con- 
ſtant ſpirituall gladneſſe. For all thoſe promiſes, whereupon 
thy heauy heart in ſuch caſes may repoſe, and refreſh it ſelfe, 
haue their being from the bleſſed name Tehows; ſee, 


Exo 6. Jo 
and 
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and therefore are as ſure, as God hirnſelfe: they ate ſealed 
with the bloody ſufferings of his onely Sonne; and therefore 
as true, as truth it ſelfe: and, if thou be in Chriſt, are all as cer · 
tajnely rhine, as the heart in thy body, or blood that runnes 
in thy veines. Nay, and a little more for thy comfort, the 
glory of Gods truth is en aduanced, and himſelſe ex- 
traordinarily pleaſed, by thy more reſolute, ſtedfaſt, and tri- 
umphant cleauing vnto them. What a bleſſed, ſweete, and 
heauenly life then is the life of faith ? L 

V. Apprehend in thy minde, and ſettle in thine heart, a 
true eſtimate, and right conceit of the ſubſtance and power, 
marrow, and materials of Chriſtianitie, Which doth not 


conſiſt, as too many ſuppoſe, 1 l 00 

In outward ſhewes, profeſſion, talking: in holding ſtrict „um, 

. oc ea * : umilitas in 
points, defending preciſe opinions, conteſting againſt the connerſatione, 
corruptions of the times: in the worke wrought,externall — ide, 
formes of religious exerciſes, ſet-taskes of hearing, reading, biin fad illi. 
conference, and the like: in ſome ſolemne outward extraor- uin operibus 
dinarie abſtinences and forbearances, cenſuring others, &c. — diſcipli- 
But, in righteouſneſſe, peace, ioy in the holy Ghoſt : in ange g 
meekeneſſe, tender - heartedneſſe, loue: in patience, humili- Gam tolcrare 
tie, contentedneſſe: in mortification of ſinne, moderation of p*e.cum farm. 
paſſion, holy guidance of the tongue: in workes of mercy, Deum tor corde 


iufſtice, and truth: in fidelitie, painfulneſſe in our Callings, — 


conſcionable conuerſing with men: in reuerence vnto ſupe - eſitmere quod 
riours, loue of our enemies, an open. hearted reall fruitfull Pen: eb Chriſto 
lomninò præ 


.  affeRionateneſle, and bounty to Gods people: in heauenly- ponere,quia nec 
mindedneſſe, ſelfe-deniall,the life of faith: in diſ· eſteeme of obe ie de- 
earthly things, contempt of the world, reſolute hatred of — — 
ſinne: in approouing our hearts in Gods preſence, a ſweete {cparabiliterad- 
communion with him, comfortable longing for ihe com- do de — 


Bro . 7 mine, & honore 
ming of the Lord Ieſus, &c. Yori b ; 8 


it Sanne 7 
Vet miſtake me not; thou muſt make a ſne w, profeſſe and bibere in ſermone 
conſtantiam, qui | 


talke, if thou wouldeſt haue Chriſt Ieſus.cro'owne thee at that — 


laſt and dreadfull Day, Mark. 8. 38. 57 gqueſtione ſidu- 
3 : thy ' quã congre- 


2 " 3h | * 13 in a TE x < clam 
atſemĩam, quã coronamur. Hoe eff coheredem Chrifti velle e ſſe, hoc eſt præceptum 
| I 


Amur: in morte . 


Dehfacere, hoc n. de ores. D, 
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Sunne, gliſtering from Gold, breathing 


Ic is therefore an idle and braineleſſe cauill of ſome lewd 
ignorant Lozels,to ſay; We can by no meanes endure theſe 
wes ; Cannot a man bee religious to himſelſe, except he 
hang out his flag, and let all the world know ie? For where 
the power of Religion is, there will bee the ſhew alſo. Pain- 
ted fire ſhines nor, aſcends not, heates not: but true fire is 
euer inſeparably attended with theſe rties. We cannot 


nele prope 
put a Candle in a Lanthorne, but the light will ſhe w it ſelfe 


chorow the hornes : if true grace bee planted in the heart, it 
will ſhine forth in our words, geſtures, actions, all carriages, 
and our whole conuerſation. He that will take ſhewes from 
the ſubſtance of Religion, let him take 8 from the 
ma liue- body. 
Shew and profeſſion of Chriſt before men, is commanded, as 
well as the ſubſtance and ſoundneſſe of heart, Rom. 10. 
9, IO, 18 
3 Thou muſt bee a patrone, and in ſome good meaſure, a 
ptactiſer of preciſe points, if euer thou wilt haue true peace 
and aſſurance of walking in the narrow path, that leades vn- 
to life: as, of walking precſely, Epheſ. 5. 15. Being fernant ix 


s © 


ſpirit, Rom. 12. 11. Striving to enter in at the ſtrait gate, Luke 


13. 24. Selfe-demiall, 14. 26. Surpaſſing the riglecomſueſſe of the 


Seribes and Phariſes, Mat. 5. 20. Laying violent hands and 
hold vpon the Kingdome of Heauen, Mat. n. 12. In a word: 
of the way whichis called holy, andſyet ſo ſpoken againſt eue 
where, Act. 2 8. 22. For I meane only that precileneſſe, which 
is commended vnto vs, and commanded by the bleſſed Spi- 
rit in Gods pure and holy Word. I know, all paſſages of 
ſanctifie ation are too preeiſeʒand paradoxes, intolerable and 
burdenſome to fleſh and blood, and in the interpretation of 
worldly wiſedome, which notwithſtanding are eaſie and 
ſweet to mortiſied men. N 


Thou muſt ſtand at the ſtaues end, againſt the finnes of 


che times, and like the Eagle, prunevp thy ſelfe againſt a 


ſtorme, or elſe thou art a temporiz er. | 
Outward exerciſes of Religion, are as it were the bodie, 
without which, che ſoule of Chriſtianitie hath no exiſtence. 
| | Thou 
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Thou muſt be content to abridge, and conſine thy Chri- 
ſtian liberty at any time, according to opportunities, and exi- 
gents, for the enlargement of Gods glory , the building yp 
of thy brother, and ſnaffling thine owne rebellious nature. 

Thou mayeſt, and muſt judge by the fruits. It is Chriſts 
Rule, Matth. 7 16. If therefore thou ſeeſt the abominable and 
vnſauory fruits of lying, ſwearing. drunkenneſſe, Sabbath. 
breaking, vſury, ſcoffing at Religion, &e. hanging out in the 

fight of the Sunne; thou mayeſt iuftly cenſure the tree to be 

rotten, and for the preſent, fewell for the fire of Hell. Thou 
mayeſt iudge no man raſhly, nor of his finall eſtate: (If we 
ſee a malefactour caft, and condemned for ſome grieuous 
crime, yet repricued vnto the next Aſſize; no man can ſay, he 
ſhall be certainely hanged, becauſe a pardon may be procu- 
red, and come from the King in the meane time: it is ſo inthe 
preſent eaſe.) But thou mayeſt call a ſpade, a ſpade 3a drun- 
kard, a drunkard; an vſurer, an vſurer. Otherwiſe, if thou 
dawbe and diſſemble, how ſhalt thou euer be able to eſcape 
liableneſſe to that abomination, Prou. 17. 1 5. He that in ſtiſi- 
eth the wicked, and he that condemneth the iuſt: enen they both 
are abomination to thel. Lord? And to the ſting of that woe, 
Iſai. 5. 20. Woe uno them that call exill, good; and od exill 
that put dar bene ſſe for light; and Brbs for darkeneſſs; that put 
litter for (weete, andfweere for bitter. Vet know, that ſpes 
king the euill thou eertainely knoweſt by another, malt be 
ſeaſonable, charitable and diſereete: not out of humour, 
ſpleene, imperiouſneſſe, at thy pleaſure; but for Gods ho- 
nour, the good of the party, thine owne diſcharge, vpon a 
watrantable calling, &c. according to thoſe Rules I ſhall 
hereafter deliuer for guiding the tongue. * | 

My meaning then in this point is ; that thoſe greater mat- 
ters be dearlieſt prized, and principally plied proportionably 112 
to their worth and waight: 55455 theſc leſſer things not Mh e 
neglected. Iris too true, that thoſe who are more fierce, and 
forward about the ceremonials, and citcumſtamtials, chen 
truly hot and zealous in the eſſentials, and ſubſtantials of 
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mounted ypon that foule helliſh fiend, Hypocriſie, and po- 
Ring apace towards ſome ſearefull Apoſtacy, or Anabapti- 
ſticall ꝓphrenſie. BOY 
VI. Let thy ſpirit, mindfull of irs owne heauenly birth, 
immortall nature, and euerlaſting home, euer generouſly 
fortiſie it ſelfe with victorious refolution againſt worldli. 
neſſe, the canker and cut- throate of all heauenly- mindednes, 
and hearty conuerſation aboue. Of all the foule ſiends, that 
haunt the hearts of caruall men, there is none that holds a 
ſtronger oppoſition, and counter- motion to walking with 
4 3 God, then couetouſneſſe. Ambition, ſenſualitie, and other 
way es of death, cut off theit ſlaues with an accurſed diſac- 
quaintance, and eſtrangement farre enough from all comfor- 
table acceſſe vnto the Throne of Grace: but affections nailed 
and glued to the Earth, haue this peſtilent precedency, that 
| they hold the remoteſt point of declination, from the warmth 
and influence of any ſweete communion with the Sunne of 
righteouſneſſe, and Gods glorious face. All earthly- minded 
men ordinarily, howſocuer they may be outwardly reſtrai- 
ned and reſerued, are ſecret deriders of the power of godli- 
neſſe, holy ſtrictaeſſe of the Saints, and myſteries of Grace, 
And the Phariſes alſo, faith Lube, chap. 16. 14. who were coue- 
tout, heard all theſe things : and they derided him: even mockt, 
and made thernſclues merry with the ſearching , and heart- 
piercing Sermons of the Sonne of God. Their hearts, and 
hopes are wholly anchored vpon the Earth, and lockt vp in 
cheit heft and therefore they dreame of no other heauen, 
then their golden hoards, heapes of wealth, and preſent 
temporall happineſſe. Whereas notwithſtanding , one re- 
freſhing glimpſe ſhining, and ſhed into our hearts from 
Gods pleaſed face, and welh grounded aſſurance of being 
1 is infiaitely more worth then all the Gold that euer the 
— Sunne made, or ſhall make while it Rands in Heauen. 
— medulls,ca- , VII. Let thy holy affections bee euer thorowly war- 
tum We ran med, and rauiſht 2 extraordinarily with the loue of God. 
ama, illi flagra, illi N | 25 © ag, "Ii * 
inhia, quo iucundius inueni i o di Aug. in P/al 85. - 
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comfortablewalhine with God. 
To which, there are infinite inflamiag motives and Obhga- 
tions, d | 72. 55 [ 7 255 52100 1 5 a 
hee being ebſolutely conſideted, is, immenſarably 

louely. The moſt attraRiue obiscts of infariableloue; 
and al amiable excellencies, are eminently and tranſcendent. 
ly triumphant in him eternally; Beauty, Glory, Worth, 
Wiſedome, Greatneffs j Goodneſſe, Holineſſe, Puritie, 
any thing, euery thing thatis any wayes admirable and loue- 
worthy. ler n Ken e 15,3810 
2. Or conſider Him in relation to thy ſelf; and ſhouldeſt 
thou euery moment thorow an interminable time, lay down 
ten thouſand lines for His ſake , thou couldeſt neuer come 


neere the requitall of the leaſt inch of Hivinfinite love to- 


wards thee, which reacheth from everlaſting, ta euerlaſting. 
x. He bore thee in the boſome of this His free loue from all 
eternitie, and that ſo dearely, chat from the ſame eternity, He 
decreed that His owne deare'Sorine ſhould die for thee. 
2. Hee brought thee out of the abhorred tate of being no- 


thing, into the ranke of his reaſonable and nobleſti creatures. 


g. Hee bought thee againe, when thou hadſt wilfully loſt 


thy ſelfe, with che hearts bloed of His onelySorne, 4. He 


preferuesthee every day ſtom a chouſand dangers}, a thou. 
fand deaths, which might ſeixeypoo thee, both from with. 
in, and from without. 5. He will ſhortly crowne thee with 


euerlaſting life, fulneſſe of ioy, and pleaſures at his right hand 


ne eh et ba 
3. Thirdly, confider the vneuenchable impatienete of 
Chriſts inffimed lone vnto thee; now waſhed" with His 


Blood, and beautified with His grace, Cant. 4. 9. Fhow ha 


rauiſbed my heart ſaith He to the Chureh, and by conſequent 
to euery true Chriſtian, ny fitter, my pom, thos baſt rauiſhed 
wy heart with one" ef thine eyes, with one chaine of thyneths. 
Now loue is of that alluring nature, chat mam times it il 
dra loue from a man, when there is no louely part in the 
partie louing. What a deale of loue then doth the Sue. 


raigne Lord of all goodneſſe, the well. ſpring of all beauty, 
excelleneie, and ſweetneſſe exact at our hands / eſpeeially 
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ſich wee are his meere creatures, in reſpect both of our natu · 
rall being, outward ſtate, gracious ſtate, and ſtate of glory? 
See how His ſpiricuall amiableneſſe is ſhadowed by out- 
ward beauties, Cant. 10. 0 91 

VIII. Prize che fruition of Gods pleaſed face, a neerer 
communion and acquaintance with His bleſſed Maieſtie, the 
loue and light of His copntenance; and thereupon a free and 
frequent acceſſe,with an humble boldnes,yntoghethroneof 
Grace, at a far higher and more vnualuable rate, than heauen 
and earth; as a vety reall fruitfull fore- taſte of eternall joyes, 
For to ſay no more at this time; If thou hold an holy familia - 
ritie with thy God, and He looke pleaſedly ypon thee, thou 
ſbalc graſpe Jeſus Chriſt more ſweetly and feelingly in the 
armes of hy Faith; partake more plentifully of the ioyfull 
freedome, preſence, and communication of His comforting 
Spirit; be garded moxe ſtrongly and narrowly by His glo- 
| rious Angels; ſucke more ſweetneſſe and heavenly Manna 
out of the Miniſterie, and other His bleſſed Ordinances 3 
walke in ſafetie among the creatures, like an vnconquera- 
ble Lyon: Thox ſbalt bee in a league with the tones of the field, 
and the beaſts of the field ſbull be at peace withthee : when thou 
goeſt, thy gate ſba/l not be ſtraits; aud wbenthourwneFt, thou 
ſbalt not fall: when thou ſleepeſt, thy ſleepe ſhall be ſweet ; thou 
ſhalt dwell ſafely, and none ſhall make thee afraid ; Thou ſbalt 
neuer more be afraid of any euill tidings, or of deftruttion when 
it commeth : when thou paſſeſt thorow the waters, thy God ſtall 
beewiththee; aud thorow riuers, they (hall not ouerflaw thee : 
whey thou walkeſt thorow the fire, them ſhalt not bee burnt ; nei- 
ther ſhall the flame kindle vpon thee, &c. And if at any time 
thou bee ſeized vpon with any croſſe or calamitie from any 
of the creatures; any trouble or temptation, from man or 
Deuill; any lowring or crueltie from the iniquitie of the 
times, ot perſecuters ofthe Truth: yet the refreſhing beames 
of Gods pleaſed face ſhining vpon thy heart, through the 
darkneſſe of ſuch diſcomforts, will ſweetly mitigate, re- 
uiue, and infinitely make amends for all. The poyſon and 
curſe of them ſhall never come neere thy ſoule. The Lord in 
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the meane time, lilce an Eagle fluttterit about her noſt, will Deut 32. 11. 8 
moſt tenderly — a Ela. 35 3 
length moſt certainly come like a yong Lyon roaring on his 
prey for thy reſcue and glorious enlargement, lia. 31.4- 

IX. Labour by a conſtant watch to keepe thy heart in a 
fpirituall temper ſtill, and ſtill ſweetly content, and fruitfully 
converſant in the Moyſiery of Chriſt, and Secrets of His King, gz t, 
dome, which thou ſhale more eaſily doe ; If thou firſt reioyce ISIS 
in God, his Word & Graces, as thy chicfeſt ioy,and greateſt 
aduantage. 2. Byallearthly things, be drawne to the loue 
of heavenly. For though God hath appointed hut one Sab. 
batſpinſeuen-dayes for his mare ſolemnepublike worlhip 
yet to a Chriſtian, euery day is ſanQified to be a reſt from all 
the deeds of the fleſh, whereinheis to walke with his God, 
and ſhew forth the religious keeping of his heart and good 
conſcience, in euery actionof his whole life; ſa.making. e- 
net y paſſage of hisparticulas Calling), a. part of Cheſflian 2 
obedience, and dutie vnto God. 3, Let the nobleneſſe of 
thine inlarged Spirit, as infinite diſdaineto be any wayes, 
vpon any termes, in bondageto the corruptions of the times: 
ſo finde a farre ſweriernelliſd, and take icomparably more 
contentment in the ſeruices of thy Lord, and his holy Ordis 
nances, then in all his outward benefits, and fauours of tus 
life,” For as che beſt of tbeſeabuſed, will moſt certainly at 8 : . e . 220 
the Barre of God, turne ſcourges and Scotpions to t 
worldlingsconſcience; anti in the meane time, Fees 125 —— 
man ſo aſſured of his honcur, of his riches, health, or life 4 3 
but that hee may be depriued of either, or all, the very nent | 
houre, or day to come; ſo the other will prooue vnto the 
Chriſtian, hauing beene conſcianahly and conſtantly ener e- 
ciſed in them, as a aich ſtacke, ta biing in comfort, patience, ,, - » 
and in ward peace, in his moſt neede and greateſt extremity, + © 
4. Aſſoone as thou diſcouereſi any ſpirituall weakeneſſe or | 
Techy, any extraordinarie aſſault, temptation, deadneſſe, &c, 
complaine betime, cry mightily vnto God, giue him no "el: 
neither giue ouer ſeeking, vntill hee returne ynto.thy ſoule, 


wh power, a2dliſe againe. IF ordinarie meanes will nos 
preuaile, 
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ptreballe, preſſe vpon bim wich extraordinity: if then he dos 
not reuiue thee with woonted quickning vigour, waite with 

a patient wakefull longing of all the powers of thy ſoule; 

and then all this while thy ſoule is ſtill in its true ſpirituall 

temper, and a moſt bleſſed ſtare, See Ifs. 30.18, 5: Decline 
watchfully all oecuſions offalling from thy firſt loue, feruen- 
die, and hesuenly⸗mindedneſſe:as ſpirituall pride, knowne 
hypocriſie, defire to be rich, diſcontinuance of thine inti- 

mateneſſe with the godly, neglect of thy particular Calling, 

or dayly watch ouer thy heart; vngodly company, forme in 


religious duties, coldueſſe and cuſtomacinefit in the vic of 
the meanes, Sc. 5; Suffer not thine affections to beeighai- 
ned done, and fet roo much vpon thofe things which 
the common ſort and greateſt part of men ſteke after in- 
ſatiably, and flauiſhly ſinke vnder; praiſe, proſit, credit, 
accepration with the world; fauour of great Ooes; mirth, 
pleaſures, eaſe; feate, ſorrow; earthly contemment, prefęr- 
ment, wealth, long life; or any worldly thing: but debaſe, 
and diſ. eſteeme all other delights in reſpect of doing Gods 
will; which ſhould euer bee vnto thee meate and drinke, 
thy HIT choiſeſtrecreation,and onely Paradiſe ypon 
* YAnimaques RX. Ler thy ſoule full * often ſoare aloft ypon the wings of 
ES ek faith, vnto the glory of the Empyrean . God 
— dwelleth, and bathe it ſelfe before hand with many a ſweet 
1 — . 5 — 4 — _ aboue. on thinke a | 
gamer thy ſelfe, (though it farre paſſe the reach of any mortall 
Ir thought) what an infinite incxplicable facemneleh; will be, 
Feinden nan. to Jopke for euet ypon the glorious Bodie of Ieſus Chriſt, 
1 , & ſhihing with incomprehenſible beautie; and to conſider, 
Confelrum, As dmt eben euery weine of that bleſſed Bodie bled to bring 
| Jag. 200%. thee to heauen : and that ic being wich ſuch exceſſe of glory 
hypoſtatically vnited vnto the ſecond perſon in the Trinity, 

harh honoured and aduanced thy nature, in that refpe&,tfhr 
\ bbtiethebrighteſt Ch! To ſay nothing of the beauty 
1 e of that euer · bleſſed Place, that vnapproch- 
able Light , which beſets Gods dreadfull Throne, the 
walking 
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walking arme in arme with the Angels of God, chat euer- 
laſting ioyfull communion, and conuerſing with the deareſt 
Chriſtian friend, and all the crowned Saints,and innumera. 
ble felicicies mos, which infinirely ſurpaſſe in excellencie 
and ſweeteneſſe, the comprehenſion of the largeſt heart, and 
expreſſion of any Ang 1 contemplate ptineipally 
the Fountaine of all thy bliſſe; how the mighty 1 a o- 
van, God bleſſed for ever, will powte out of Himſclfe, 
by the influence of Beatificall Viſion, at they call it, 
tuall rivers of vnutterable ioyes, and pleaſures vpon thy glo- 
tified Body and Soule, thorow all eternity; euen as the 
Sunne powres out his beatnes and ſhining euery day uff eſſi 
vpon the world, without emptineſſe or end: and with ſuch 
variety, (for hee is infinite) that they ſhall bee vnto thee, 
at freſh, as new, as ſweete, as rauiſhing, millions of 
yeetes after thou haſt dwelt in thoſe Manſions of reſt, as 
were, -the very firſt moment thou enteredſi that 
blisfull Place. Such fixed conſiderations as theſe, of things 
abous, will ſerue as notable helpes to draw and keepe thy 
heart Heauen-ward , and may mightily moue thee to de- 
light in God, and co hold it the ſweeteſt life vpon earth, to 
walke with him inthe wayes of Putitie and Peace. Me. 
thinkes, if a man doe but once a day ſeriouſly and ſolemn» 
ly thus caſt vp the eye of his Faith, vpon that neuer - fading 
rowne of Life, which after an lach of time, ſhall eters 
nally reſt vpon his head, the 2 ſplendour thereof, 
and beames of that incomparable loy, ſhould be able to 
diſpell thoſe miſts of fading vanities, and hurtſull furnes 
of honours, riches, and earthly pleaſures, which this greae 
dung · hill of the World, heated by the fire of inor, 
of the ſoule and celeſſiall Blilſe : So that bee might with, 
more affeQionare freedome, and contempt of earth, haue his 
conuerſation aboueʒ and turne the curtent of all his deliglits, 
lone, and longings, with mote reſolution und evnſtanee 
towards his heauenly hom. — 
Thefe Prepatatlues thus premiſed, I proceed to ſome 
nm F general! 
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general directions for a more comfortable walking in the 
waythat is caled Holy, 


M. s. 33. 1. Firſt, and before all other things, haue a ſpeciall eye 


and attendance to a ſincere, conſtant, and fruitfull perfor. 
mance of holy cuties, Gods ſeruices. And to ſay nothing 
* Necſolum obi punctually and particularly at this time, of priuate reading 
RE es theScriptures, publike hearing the Word, perſonall Prayer, 
teRiones audits, and with thy yoke-fellow,if thou live in that eſtate, ſinging 
2g ow: of Pſalmes, Meditation, Conference, dayes of humiliation, 


iph legire, aut al- & c. of which thou muſt proportionably make conſcience in 


_ os legentes requ1- 


re.crhbenccr the ir due place, obſeruing alſo in them the enſuing Cautions: 
audire, aug. de for a knowue groſſe, cuſtomary neglect of any holy dutie, 
reden religious exerciſe, diuine Ordinance, in its ſeaſon, may bring 
a dampe vpon the reſt, and a conſumption vpon. the 
whole bodie of Chriſtianitie; I ſay, to leaue theſe and the 
like, in their courſes and turnes to bee performed alſo 
with all good conſcience and ara os, omg os 
ly at this time purpoſely aduiſe, for the better ſanRifyin 
thy ſelfe and all about thee, to a more. gomfartable an 
ſucceſſefull managing of all affaires, buſineſſes , and vn- 
der-takings, either ſpirituall or ciuill ; that thau beeing 
Maſter of a Family, for I ſingle out ſuch an one for in- 
ſtance, bee euer ſureto glorifie God amidſt thy people, by 
Ante omnes Morning and b Evening facrifice of Prayers and praiſes 


— to his heauenly Highneſſe. 


ietatia, qui nos | - | 
— dormientes in leQulis cuſtodiuir. Quis enim niſi Deus dormientem cuſtodie hominem ⁊ 
quiira reſolutus in ſomnum, et oblitus ſui vigoris humani, A ſe altenus efficitur, vt neſcĩat quid ipſe fir, y- 
binam demoretur, adeſſe ſibi cert? ipſe non poſſit. Neceſſarius igitur Deus adeſt dormienti ia dor- 
mientes ſibi adeſſe non poſſunt, et 4 nou nis inſidijs genus hominumiple cuſtodiat; quiaid temporis 
ad cuſtodiendum alter nemo peruigilat. Debeo ergo illi gratiam, qui vt ego ſecurus dormiam,ille perui- 
= Ipſe enim nos Deusituros cubitum quodam gremio quietis ſuſcipit; et Theſauro pacis recondito 
eruat; et caliginum quadam tuitione in lucem defendit, &c. Aube. Lil. Sam. Sem. 43. bSed & cum 
veſpera diem claudit,rpfi debemus per pſalterium laudem dicere, & gloriam cius modulats ſuauitato 
concinere,——Hoc autem vt faciamus, fratres, non ſolum docemur tatione; ſed etiam admonemur ex- 
lis. Nonne enim videmus mn inutiſsimas aues. cum illuceſcentem diem aurora producit, in quibuſdam 
— cubiculis variã dulcedine perſonare, & id ſtudiosè agere priuſquam procedant, vt Creatorem 
ſunm,quialoquela unt, ſuauitate demulceant 5 Et quemadmodum vnaquæque earum, quoniam 
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illa. At quibus tandem cibis paſcuntur aues viliſſi mis ſeilicet & tetrenis, Aucs ropter viles eſcas 
gratias + ʒ tu pretioſiſſimis epulis paſceris, & io gratus es: Quiz igitur non — 1 ſenſum homi- 
nis habens, ſine lſalmorum celebritate diem clauderechm ipſe aues a im Pſalrerij ſuauita · 
te perſulte nt; & eius gloriam, aon verſuum dulcedine perſonare,cuius laudem volucres modulstã cantile · 
ni pronunciant:Imitare erg, frater, minutiſſimas aues mane, d veſpere Creatori giatiat refetendo. Fi fi 
es deuotior, imitare Luſciniam, cui quum ad dicendas laudes dies ſola non ſuſſicitʒ nocturna ſpacia per. 
uigili cantilena decurrit, & c. Idem ibid, Aues cum cunt cubꝛtum, quaſi peracto lætæ munere #thera can- 
tu mulcere conſuCrunt, vt decurſi vel adotiendi noQurni iuxta ac divrni temporis laudes ſuo referant 
Creatoti. Magnum incentiuum excitande nobis deuotionis 2 Quis enim ſenſum hominis gerens, non 
erubeſcat ſine Pſalmorum celebritate diem claudere, cùm etiam minutiſſimæ aues ſolenni deuotione, & 
dulci carmine orius dierum ac noctium profequantur® Idem Hexam. bb, . ca. 12. Ad omne opus quodcun- 
3 facere,primuminuoca Deum, & gratias ci age, & cam conſummayeris illud, ſuniliter 
AC Auguf. Tum. 4 par. a g- 540. | | 


In the diſcharge of which maine dutie of Chriſtianitie vt- 
terly W by the moſt, and empoyſoned to many, by 
their reſting only in the worke wrought, take heed of grow- 


ing into forme, cuſtomarineſſe, e perfunctorineſſe, which Non ergo de la. 
bizs tantummods 


will moſt certainely draw the very life-blood and breathing tuaprocedat ora. 
out of thoſe holy buſineſſes; being euer the canker and cut- do: —_— 
throate of all true godlineſſe, and gracious acceptation with — 
God. Labour therefore by a reuerent recollecting all the ON 
powers of thy ſoule, and freſh renewing and ſtrengthening acrinmy; — 

thy watch at cuery ſeuerall time, to preſerue heart and ſpi- Arete placere 
rit in thoſe daily deuotions, and family - duties. Which thou quia ex ron 
ſhaltthe better doe, if thou looke to, 1. A right diſpoſition te ex corde 
before: 2. A ſpirituall behauiour in the doing: 3. An holy are, «42k. 4. 
carriage afterward. | Sacra. ll. G. cap. . 
1. For the firſt: 1. Come not before God with any ſinne 
lyiog vpon thy conſcience vnrepented of, or delighted in, 
ce Pſal. 66. 18. 2. Neither with paſſion, wrath, or heart- 
burning againſt 4 any. 3. Stirre vp and quicken the aQiue- . Cum omni tem- 
neſſe, and particular apprehenſions of thy e Faith, about the Pore, quant feci 
things defired and deprecated. In a word, in the Apoſtles et aesnn 
TV —— 
— —— Quid enim — 5 . in 
quiſgz 


donentur,& alij indignaris ĩ Ambr.de Sacr. l. 6. c. 4. Duobus modis oratio impeditur, ne impetrare 
poſait, quod poſtulat : nempe fi adhue homo mala committit; aut fi peccanti in ſe ex toto corde non di- 
ictit, Bern. De modo bent viuen. Ser. 4. homo, faciem tuam non audebas ad ecœlum attollereʒ o. 
culos tuos ĩn terrã dirigebasʒ & ſubitd 1 5 gratiam Chriſtiz omnia tibi | 
non de operitione tua, ſed de Chriſti gratiã. Graria enim ſaluati eſtis, Apoſtolus 
anogantia eſt, ſed des, Amir. d . typeſ.Oras. Domin. 2. Tim. z. l. 
5 l 
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wrath and doubting. Bring, x. Reſolution 2 all finne, in 
4 Slee necue;, teſpect of God 12. Peace and appeaſed paſſions, in reſpe&of 
mas hoſts. raw men: 3. Aſſurance to be heard, in reſpect of thy ſelſe. Or 
fordidas nonnun- thus: Before thou fall vpon thy kuees, ſhake off three empoy- 
we Lo ys ſoning and heauy hindrances, which will clog and clip t 
rere ments qui wings of chy prayers, that they will neuer be able to aſcend 
emillud purax vp Vnto Heauen: finne,anger,diftruft:And poſſeſſe thy heart 
eſſe quod cogirat, gf three excellent helpes, and inflaming furtherances : 1. A 
— 82 right apprehenſion of Gods dreadfulneſſe, puritie, power, 
um propofito Sc. 2. A true ſence of thy ownevileneſſe, abominableneſſe, 
rarer Ha nothingneſſe, &cc. 3. Aheartie ſuruay of the infiniteneſſe, 
uciorem animam and vnex reſſableneſſe of Gods bountie, bleſſin 8, and Mas» 
Fab ſle ſe credat, P | 2 8 
cam adhuc res fe. ny compaſſionate fotbearances towards thee. 
culi amaret. 23. For the ſecond, 1. Repell with an vndaunted ſpirit, 
Vue 3999" and reſolute contempt, Satans blaſphemous 4 inieQions,ifhe 
digiousinmicus be bufic that way (and he is ordinarily moſt ſpitefull againſt 
— 4 the beſt buſineſſes, ) and the rather, becauſe if they he hear= 
done facereſan- tily abominated and abandoned with heart-rifing and 
loathing, they are put vpon the Deuils ſcore, and are one- 
ly thy croſſes, not thy i ſinnes. 2. Watch ouer the World 
with all care and timely oppoſition, that if it be Fa 


an earthly thought may eteepe into thy heart all the while. 


e In Renz. 
rationibus, quæ repu 
ac reſiſtit. non 


nies 


- 


2 tunc ve · 

it : fed chm non ingerit, quod ſuggeſit, tunc nam vulagrar,ſed cn · 

non obligat non — a Bern. Ab. d Comſe. cap. al ee 
eſtioni de 


tat de vxore, de filijs, de mancipijs, de domo, de poſſeſei 

— 8 cor inemur orants . 
13 in- at. F negotiator 
— enpidicace; 


— 
3 Striue 
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3. Striue to hold thy heart in heate, as well in confeſſion 
as deprecation; in deprecation as petition; in interceſſion as 
for perſonall bleſſings; as well for puritie of heart, as pardon 


of ſinne, thorowout; though there may bee difference f 


heate, and crying vnto God, according to the neceſſitie and 
neereneſſe of the paſſage in the prayer, to our particular, or 


the more vniuerſall good deſire. Prayer is the creature of 


the holy Ghoſt, euery part whereof, we ſhould heartily wiſh, 
and earneſtly wraſtle, that He would proportionably ani- 
mate as it were, and thorowly enlyue, euen as the ſoule doth 
the body. i 
For the third, with all intention and watchfulneſſe, pur- 
ſue and preſſe after the things prayed for, by a timely appre- 
henſion, fruitfull exerciſe, and vtmoſt improuement of all oc- 
caſions, ordinances, helpes, and heauenly offers, which may 
any wayes concutre to the compaſſing of them. For inſtances 
Thou prayeſt for knowledge: walke then, when thou haſt 
done, with a conſtant indeauour, in the ſtrength ofthis pray- 
er, thorow all the meanes, reading, hearing, conferring, pra- 
ciſing( for euen that alſo is a meanes to increaſe knowledge, 
Ioh. 7. 17. eſpecially experimentall) catechizing, &c. for the 
ſtoring of thy vnderſtanding with all ſacred illuminations 


and holy ſences of Gods ſauing Word. Let no opportunitie 


paſſe, be violent in catching all occaſions, for the enriching 
thy braine with ſuch heauenly ſtuffe, and hoarding vp in 
thine heart ſuch hidden treaſures. F thow cryeſt after know- 
ledge, ſaith Salomon,and lifteſt vp thy voyce for underſtanding, 
Chap. 2-3. there is the prayer; F thos ſeekeſt ber as filuer, 
and ſearcheſt for her, as for hidden treaſures, verſ. 4. there is 
the endeauour: Then ſhalt tho vnderſtand the feare of the 
Lord, aud find the knowiedge of od, verſ.5. there is the bleſ- 
fing: ſee Pſal. 27.4. Againe, thou prayeſt to be preſerued out 
of ill company: thou doeſt well: but when thou haſt done, 
doeſt thou make conſcience of that counſell of Salomon, 
Prou. 4. 14. 15. and by the power and impreſſion thereof, 
confront ani oppoſe the cunning inticements, & curſed im- 


portunities of thine old ee brethten in * 
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bon. 14,35. tie? Enter not, ſaith Salomon, into the path of the wicked : =D 


Den. 16. 
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ſonall Calling, let thy eye and ame be ypon Gods glory, as 


goe not in the way of wicked men. Auoide it, paſſe not by it;turne 
from it, and paſſoamay, & e. He that makes Prayer the end of 
Prayer, prayes only to pray, and reſts in his prayer, thinking 
when that holy duty is done, that there is no more to bes 


done, prayes to no purpoſe. There muſt be good doings, as . 


well as good duties. He that doth not earneſtly, and in good 
ſadneſſe afterwards ſer himſclfe againſt ſinnes deprecated, 
and purſue with zeale and conſciencethe graces and good 


things petitioned, his prayer is not worth a button. 


II. Decline idleneſſe, the very ruſt end canker of the 
ſoule, the Deuils cuſhion, pillow, chiefe repoſall; his very 
tide - time of tempration,as it were, wherein hee carries with 
much eaſe, and without all contradiction, the currnet ofour 
corrupt affections, to any curſed ſinne. And be diligent with 
conſcience and faithfulneſſe, in ſome lawfull, honeſt, particu- 
lar Calling ( a good teſtimony, if other ſauing markes con- 
curreofcruth, and true heartedneſſe, in thy generall Calling 
of Chriſtianitie) not ſo much to gather gold, and engroſſe 
wealth, as for neceſſary and moderate prouifion for family 
and poſteritie: and in conſcience and obedience. to that 
common charge, laid vpon all the ſonnes and daughters of 
eAdam to the Worlds end; Inthe ſweate of thy face ſpalt thow 
eate bread, till thou returne vnto the ground. 1. But euer 
Hoc about the affaires of thy Calling with a heauenly mind, 
eaſoned , and ſanctified with habituall prayer, eiaculato- 
ry eleuations, willingneſſe, if God ſo pleaſe, to bee diſ- 
olued, and to bee with Chriſt; pregnant with heavenly. 
matter and meditation, pickt out of the paſſages ef thy pre- 
ſent buſine ſſe. For inftance ; Let the Husbandman in Seed- 
time, collect this ſacred Soliloquie,and heauenly thoughtzIf 
Ino take not the ſeaſon, I ſhall haue no harueſt, but ſtarue 
in winter. So - = 0 =p {he I gather not Grace in this 

and day of my viſitation, I ſhall find 
nothing but horror ypon my bed of death, and burne in Hell 
for euet hereafter,&c. 2. In all the ciuill buſineſs of thy per- 


the 


po 
rm 


comfortable walking with God. 77 
— — e — ö — — —— — — a 
the prime and principal end of all thy actions, 1. Cor. 10.31. 

and in them ſeeke and ſerve that glorious end of Gods ho- 

nour, not ſo much in procuring thine owne, as the good of 

Church, Common-wealth, HO and Family, &c. 

3. By earthly imployments,do not become an earth-worme, 

In vſing the world, grow not a worldling, and ſuch an one as 

findes more ſweetneſſe and pleaſure in worldly dealings, and 

the comming in of thy Profits, then in thy heauenly traffick 

and treaſures through the practiſe and trade of Chriſtiani- 

tie. 

III. In thy ſolitarie ſeaſons : 1. Single out ſome ſpeciall 
profitable choyce matter tomeditate on all che while;there- 
by both to prevent the ordinary intruſion of many vaine, 
ſooliſn, noyſome thoughts, impertinent wandrings, and wo- 
full trifling out thy precious time; and alſo to keepe thy ſpi- 
rits, and the powers of thy ſoule aworke, leſt as milſtones 
wanting griſt, grate and grind one another, they waſte 
themſelues in a fruitleſſe barren melancholy. When canſt 
thou bee alone, and not haue juſt cauſe, either to buſie thy 
mind about ſome lawful affaires of thy Calling; or wreſtle 
with ſome corruption, which troubles the peace of thy con- il nofirs,nec ex 
ſcience, or breake out into the praiſes of God, or ſome other Aan dele@ari 
holy paſſages of heauenly meditation, whereof there is ſo enim mone: Apo- 
great varietie and tore? 2. Watch and withſtand , with all — 6 
godly icalofie and care, two dangerous euils: x Thoughts of cm,gcirevocar a 
Pleaſures 8 from thy yourhfull finnes,and vnregenerate time, *ecordandis, 
which at ſuch times are ready to make re- entry, and very tere, K cum dun- 
eager, being aided by the Devils cunning and hearts-corrup- 4am concupilcen- 
tion, tore-infe andi pollute thy ſoule ageine with ſenſuall {camn corters” 
filth, and renewed guiltineſſe. And in this point, take heed Zgypmm» a 
left the Deuill deludethee in the glory of an Angel, or by the 


Recordari vo- - 
flaſhes of his counterfeite light, caſt into thy heart his ſecret JorranſaQus fo. 
wild- fire, and ſparlces of — olicry muſing, thou —.— 
mayeſt reſume into thy memory, the h abominations of thy — 
former life, eſpecially of that finne , which was thy minion- oa amemfed ve 
delight. and darling-pleaſure, ypon purpoſe to bewaile and mne Te,Deus 
deteſt them; and yer withour W 2 eye, the Deuill £5: I. 
ARS 4 iofinuating - 
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in ſinuating ſome ſecret ticklings of woonted ſinfull ſweer- 
neſſe; that which was intended for an exerciſe and increaſe 
of repentance, may curſedly end in the iteration-and re- in- 

ioyment of old 5 pleaſures. 2. Take heed alſo at ſuch times 

of adding any new ſinnes, ypon ſenſuall ſuppoſitions, and 
imaginary plots: as of worldlineſſe, luſt, ſpeculatiue wan- 
tonneſſe, ambition, reuenge, diſhonouring Gods prouidence 
by an vnneceſſarie diſtruftfull forecatting of fearefull. acei- 
dents vpon thy ſelfe, family, goods, poſteritie, the State, &c. 
Some ſonnes of Belial there are, who make no bones, as they 
ſay, of acting all manner of vncleanneſſe (horrible impu- 
ritie in the inward parts! ) by the meere worke of ima- 
gination. When they cannot compaſſe and attaine the reall 
accompliſhment of their furious and filthy proiects in out- 
ward acts, and ypon obiects abroad, their abominable de- 
fires rebounding as it were, with an impetuous and vnſatisfi- 
ed rage vpon their heated and enuenomed paſſions, act and 

i Alius jut ſe lu- execute any kinde of villany, vpon the inviſible forge of a 

xurie ſubdit,arque . . 

ance mentis ocu- curſed i contemplation. It is ſtrange to conſider, how many, 

los ſchematarer- Who carry a counterfeit heauen in their outward behauiour, 

Pee: & ſhould harbour ſuch execrable hells in their hearts! 3. Let 

| eameſfcQusnon not paſſe ſuch.a golden opportunitie for thy ſpirituall good, 

ens tr: mr without ſome ſweet comfortable conference with thy 
qurintentione co- God in ſecret. Call and cry out cowards Heauen for ſome 

— ſpeciall Graces, by which thou mayeſt bee moſt inabled to 

frau, de quid in glorifie God moſt, and to keepe in thy breſt a chearefull and 

— 2 heauenly ſpirit, as for precious and incomparable iewels to 

peragirs lata ſe. be purchaſed with the loſſe of tenthouſand Worlds, but not 

— to bee patted with for as many Worlds as thou haſt haires 

_ recipit3zrecepts vpon thy head. Begge with greateſt earneſtneſſe, and extra- 

— ordinarie intention of ſpirit, mortifying grace, and ſpirituall 

2 obaicrnullus ftrength, for the cruſhing and conquering of thoſe ſpeciall 

non. mes. reel corde componit. — Alius ſe tyrannidi ſuperbiæ ſubjjcir,—- Honorum ſublimiun 

inſulas appetit. exaltari ſuccefſibus exquirit,torumque quod efle deſiderat, ſibi apud W oog · 

res, Greg, Mana. ll. cbj. | ; lufts. 


u 
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luſts, and vnruly paſſions that moſt hant thee, and hurt the 
peace of thy conſcience. Let a ſorrowfull ſuruay of all thy 
ſinnes draw from thee ſome hearty groane, and fetuent eia- 
culations for mercy and pardon: ora ſummary view of Gods 
bleſſings and fauours towards thee, fill thy heart with many 
ioyfull, lowly, and moſt chankfull thoughts, &c. Thus, or in 
the like manner, let ſome part of thy ſolitarie time be ſure to 
be ſeaſoned with holy muſings, and talke with God. 
IV. Concerning company, I aduiſe, 

I. That thou neuer caſt thy ſelfe into wicked company, 
or preſſe amongſt the profane, eſpecially vpon choice, volun- 
tarily and delightfully; and abide no longer with them at a- 
ny time, vpon any occaſion; then thou haſt ſound warrant, 
and a calling thereunto. It is vncomely, and incompatible 
with good conſcience; it is not for the honour or comfort of 
Gods children, to keepe company, or familiarly conuerſe 


with graceleſſe a men. . V avidequimioſ, 

In which point to preuent, miſconceits and miſtakings, quam integxi efſ 

conſider there is a double fellowſhip: x —— — 
1. Common, b cold, and more generall. In treading, bar- — —.— — 


gayning, buying, ſelling, ſaluting, eating and drinking toge- ſed nec made cas. 
ther; and in other paſſages of humanity, and entercourſe of uerſantes agnoſ- 
ciuillſociery; to which charity, nature, neceſſity, or the 9 — 1117. 
exigents of our generall, or particular calling doe watrant- Sicut qui Diabo- 

ably lead vs. lum ſequitur, ſan- 


2. Speciall, deare, intimate: In conſultations and coun- he: 


affectu & opere 
ſels about matters of ſpeciall ſecrecy , greateſt weight, and q Deo pertzds 
higheſt conſequence. In ſpirituall refreſhments , religious adbeſcrirampio- 


conferences, prayer, marriage, all manner of neereſt engage; gcquaqum — of 


ments. In a free yareſerned communication of their ſoules, — . 


Melius eſt hibere 2 —õͤö Yo Sem. Co. b I h 
« ground of this diſtinctian, from a moſt learned hol) and raueremi Dis ue. wo 57 thus: I's this place, ſaith he, 
we be iſhed to beware, leſt as any time we inne our ſelues to thoſe that are fooliſh and umgedly. Not that is 
1 vnlaw ſull to haus auy dealing with them ba that wo may not come too nere unto them: For io ears 
and driuiꝭ uith them, #0 dwell in the ſame towne by them, aud ſuch other commen duties be not vnlamſull. But to 
ioyne in marriage with them, to make them priuy to our counſels, or to vſi them as more necre and /peciall fri 
#bis is wulewfil, and this is here ſorbidden,Greenham, Medit. vpon verſ.7.of Prou. 14. Ney, ebe very Philoſo. 
pher iuremates is in his ſince: There is ( ſaith he) <rwefold cn: 1. Generall and common, whereas the 
1 4c een encaumers dee dayly leade without aum choyce or voluntary conſents. 2. Specially 
38 
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' ſecond fellow 


| to 


hes of their hearts, faichfull 


revelations of the ſpirituall ſtate of their conſciences one vn- 


to another, and in ſuch like bliſſefull pangs and paſſages 


of Chriſtian loue, and ardent ſanctified affection. 
The former of theſe the Chriſtian muſt of neceſſitie enter- 


| taine, and exerciſe ſometimes with the men of this world; 


except he will goe out of the world, 1. Cor. 5. 1o. But the 
Hip is the Saints peculiar The Chriſtian is 
bound out by the Booke of God, the Law ofheauen, vpon 
his alleageance to his Lord and Soueraigne, and by the com. 
mon Charter of Gods children, from conuerſing with de- 
lightfull intimateneſſe, and from the exchange and exerciſe 
of thoſe ſpeciall 24 of deareſt acquaintance with pro- 
fanc men; children of datkeneſſe, and enemies of God. 
For theſe and the like reaſons, | 
1. He thereby incurres a double hazard: The one, of in- 


12 fection with ſinne: the other, of infliction of puniſnment. 
th «xef* uf x. He that toncheth Pitch, ſaith the Wiſe man, /hall be 
| = d therewith; and bee that hath fellowſhip with a proud 
F e vnto him. ¶ ana man take fire in his boſome, 

/ endſbeme. | andbisclothesnotbe burnt? Cana mangoevpen hot coalet und 
Ibir feete not be buyut ? Prou.6.27, 28. Neither can any fa- 


miliarly and intimately conuerſe with a profane man, but 

he ſhall be corrupted. | 
There is a ſtrange attractiue, and imperious power in ill 

company, to empoyſon and peruert euen the beſt diſpoſiti- 


* 
* 


1. By holding familiar correſpondence with lewd 


# © companions, there firſt ſteales vpon a mana ſecrer and in- 


ſenfible diſlike of his former ſober courſes: Hee begins 
within himſelfe cocenſure, andrenounce his former wayes 
of innocency, and harmeleſſe converſation ; as too reftray- 
ning and diſtaſtfull co the ordinary liberty of youth, an 

common frailty of fleſh and blood; and as too much diſ- 
ſweetned, and ſtraitned with vnneceſſary ſtrictneſſe and 


2. Secondly, there ſlyly inſinuates into his heart a 
| pleafing 
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pleaſing rr , and delightſull aſſent to the ſenſuall 
courſes, and finfull pleaſures of his lewd companions. 

3. Thirdly, there followes a reſolued, and habituall 
change of affections and conuerſation, a transformation in- 
to the manners and conditions of thoſe with whom he doth 
ſo familiarly conuerſe. \ 

4. Fourthly, he growes ill-affeed, and diſconceited 
towards good men and godly exerciſes, becauſe in their 
prophane, boyſterous, and furious conuenticles of good-fel- 
lowſhip, hee heares them dayly rayled vpon, jefted 3 
ed, and ſſandered; and not a man amongſt them to 
their parts, and to ſtand on Gods ſide. And therefore b 
little and little, hee himſelfe is alſo transformed into a ſcof- 
fing 1/omael, a breathing -Deuill, and ſo becomes at laſt, 
as much the child of hell, as any of that graceleſſe com- 
pany and damned crew. Thus, and by ſuch ſteps and de- 
grees as theſe, many, many times eſpecially in the Un- 
werſities, and Innes of Court, of good nature, honeſt diſpo- 
ſition, and perhaps religious education, are by little and little 
caught and fearefully corrupted, and at length brought 
to horrible and vtter confuſion both of reputation and out- 
ward ſtate, both of ſoule and body , by the infectious villa- 
nies of lewd and naughty companions. | 

But ordinarily Gods children are not in ſuch danger from 
notorious ſinners, and from men of ſuch deſperate and repro- 
bate conuerſation. For who in his right wits will runne vpon 
a man which he cleerely ſees hath the plague-ſore running 
ypon him? What Chriſtian in his right minde ſpiritually, 
hauing any feare of God in his heart, life in his ſoule, or 
tenderneſſe in his conſcience, will cy thruſt him- 
ſelfe into the company of ſwearers, drunkards, ſcorners, 
filthy talkers, prophane ieſters, or any fellowes of ſuch in- 
famous ranke ? eſpecially ſith the ſoule is a thouſand times 
more capable ofthe contagion of fin, then the body of any 
infectious diſeaſe? | 

The hurt which the Chriſtian doth take in this regard, is ; 
moſt from. meerely ciuill men, as ſuch as onely hy” in 1. Tim. 3.3. 
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forme; who being more tolerable and plauſible comp an- 
ons, and yet diſacquainted with the great My of God- 

lineſſe, vnſeaſoned wich the power of inward ſanctification, 

and vnpractiſed in the wayes of ſincerity, doe ſecretly and 

inſenſibly infuſe, if not a notorious infection with ſome ſcan- 

dalous ſinne;yet many times a fearefull defection from zeale, 

ſorwardneſſe, and feruencie in the wayes and ſervices of 

God. Throw a blazing fire-brand into the ſnow, or raine, 

A and its brightneſſe and beate will bee quickly put out and 

quenched : let a Chriſtian but for a while abandon his holy 

conference, and comfortable communion with Gods chil- 

dren , and plunge himſelfe into the company of thoſe who 

are but cold and careleſſe, lazie and luke-warme Profeſſors: 

and he ſhall in very ſhort time find his zeale to be very much 

cooled, his forwardneſſe abated, the tenderneſſe of his 

conſcience too much qualified with worldly wiſedome; 

much dulneſſe of heart, deadneſſe of ſpirit, drowineſſe, 

and heartleſueſſe in his affections to holy things, and an 

vniuerſall decay of his graces inſenſibly to grow vpon 

him. | | 

i In this reſpect many Chriſtians doe themſelues much 

Vrong, and afflict their ſoules with many vnneceſſary ſpiti- 

; tuall miſeries. For they doe ſometimes vnaduiſedly, by tea- 

ſon of kindred, for old acquaintance, aduantage, and carnall 

contentment, becauſe of the worldly wiſedome, immunity 

from groſle ſinnes, and other good parts of the parties, hold 

a too neere, intimate, and delightfull correſpopdence with 

ſuch as are but onely ciuill men, or Phariſes at the beſt, with 

whom ſpending moſt of their time, and they wanting both 

heart and skill to vphold any holy conferences, or to affoord 

; | any reciprocallor mutuall helpe, in the feeling paſſages of 

ſanQification, are occaſions to put Gods Children out of yſe 

| [- and vre with the language of Canaan, from the embrace- 

| ment of many ioyſull confiderations ,'and exerciſe of thoſe 

comfortable Medications, and holy conuerſation aboue, 

which Chriftian company would occafionally and ſeaſona- 

bly put into them, and keepe freſh and working in their 

| | mindes; 
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mindes; and by conſequent, bereaue them thereby of much 
zeale, comfort, feelings of Gods fauour, ioyfull ſpringings of 
heart, boldnefle in their wayes, cheerefulneſſe in the exerci- 
ſes of Religion, and that comfortable fruition of other pre. 
rogatiues of Chriſtianity; which many otner of their bre- 
thren doe, and they, by the benefit of religious companie 
ons, and delightfull conuerſing with the Saints, might plen- 
tifully enioy. i, | 
Apprehend this paſſage aright: I ſay, a Chriſtian may 
be much worſened and weakenedin his — „ by com- 
panying too much, and conuerfing delightfully with the 
meere ciuill man, or Whited Tombes: For he may ſpend 
with ſuch men whole weekes , — , moneths and yeeres, 
and haue not one word of ſanctified diſcourſe, and ho- 


talke miniſtred vnto him. Scarce a word to bee bad 


om them of the Word of God, and way to beauenz no 
conference of the ſecrets of Sanctification, of perplexities 
of conſcience , of their euetlaſting abode together in the 
Manfions of heauen. Motions that way would bee very 
irkeſome and tedious vnto them: ſuch talke would quickly 
beget filence, melancholy, ſadneſſe, and adefire bs 
off company. Now the Chriftian by this meanes , neither, 
hauing his tongue exerciſed, nor his cares mucb acquainted 
with edifying Chriſtian diſcourſe , growes negleRiue of 
ſtoring his memory with holy things, vnzealous, and cold 
in the apprehenfions of heauen , dull and heartleſſe to gods 
ly duties. 2 
l fthus; what inſection then from notorious and lewd 
ions? Bar aboue all, in this poim the fellowſhip of 
the Papiſt is moſt pernicious; for by him a man is in danger 
both of having his vndetſtanding and iudgement corrupted 
with hereſie; and his life and — — infected ar 
impiety. There are two ſteps an ages, as it were, out 
the ſtate of prophaneneſſe, into the Paradiſe of Chriſtia- 
nitie. 1. Illumination of the vnderſtanding with — 
knowledge. 2. Sanctification of the heart with ſpeciall 


grece. Now d Df endinpoyinn 
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both. For commonly you ſhall finde the Papiſt to be Rigma- 
tized, and branded with a double marke: Hee receives one 
immediately from the Beaſt, a brand of Idolatry: And Satan 
commonly faſtens vpon him another ſpeciall marke, ſome 
notorious and ſcandalous ſinne in his conuerſation; as ſwea- 
ring, lying, vncleanneſſe, the vanities of good-feHowſhip, 
Sabbath · breaking, or ſuch like. For we muſt know, that An- 


tichriſtianiſme cannot produce ſanctification; and therefore 


you ſhall commonly finde euery Papiſt to lye in ſomeraig- 
ning ſinne; howſoeuer formall deuotion is the higheſt 
perſection attainable in that Antichriſtian Rate, By Po- 

iſh company then a man is in danger of deen dr tern in 
his vnderſtandiug, and conuerſation: By the lewd, which 
yet make profeſſion of Gods Trueth, of infection with no- 
toriouſneſſe in conditions: By meere ciuill honeſt men, and 
formall Profeſſors, of defection from zeale, and forwardneſſe 
at the leaſt. 

2. As the Chriſtian incurres by the company of prophane 
men, euident hazard, either of inſection with their ſinnes, 
if they bee notorious; or defection from zeale, and for- 
wardneſſe, if they be ſomething more tolerable and formall: 


ſo he is euery houre which hee is in their company, without 


a warrantable calling, and iuſt diſpenſation out of the Word, 
and from a good conſcience, in great danger of being inuol- 
ued within the flames of the iuſt eonfuſions, and inwrapt 
within the compaſſe of thoſe outward curſes and plagues 
which Gods indignation inkindles and inflicts ypon wicked 
men. All prophane men, being vnreconciled to God, are 
euery moment liable to all thoſe miſeries and fearefull iudge- 
ments, which either man or deuill, any of Gods creatures, or 


his owe immediate hand can bring vpon them: They are 


onely reſpited and reſerued by Gods mercy, and deferred 
onely vnto thoſe opportunities and ſeaſons, which ſeeme 
beſt and fitteſt to his holy Wiſedome. Now, if when they 
light vpon them as they may iuſtly at any time) any of Gods 
Children bee found amongſt them vnwarrantably and de- 
lightfully, it is righteous with God, that he receiue his por- 
tion 
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tion amongſt them at that time, and bee fearefully inſolded 
within the fury of the greateſt temporall viſitation. It is righ- 
teous with God, that if his owne Child will needs bee vn- See 2. Chr. 20. 3. 
warrantably familiar with his enemy, that he alſo bee parta- 

ker of any temporall plague, eſpecially with his enemy, euen 

to the loſſe ſometimes of his naturall life. Take then I be- 

ſeech you the holy counſell of the bleſſed Apoſtle, Eph. 5. 7. 

Bee not therefore companions with them: And let his reaſon 

fright you out of their company: Let no man deceine os 

( faith he) with vaine words : for, for ſuch things commeth the * cal men will 
wrath of God wpon the children of diſobedience. | For ſuch — 
things] to wit, fornication, vncleanneſſe, couetouſneſſe, fil- . with werierie 
rhineſſe, fooliſh talking, icfting , and ſuch like. Take heed l Area 
therefore of conuerfing wich the practiſers of theſe vncome- Huld be ſo firidth 


ly things. gr pre 
2. Secondly, there muſt very ſhortly bee an everlaſting — 
then be merry with 


ſeparation bet weene the Chriſtian and prophane men: at good follows, r 


the fartheſt, they muſt part vpon their death-beds , and ne- — —_ -M 


uer ſce one another againe vnto the day of Judgement: and HT 


then they muſt ſhake hands for world without end. For there mandeccive you, 
is ſer berwixt them , by Gods immutable and irrevocable ** + 
Decree, a vaſt and immeaſurable gulſe, which ſtands as faſt 
and ynremooueable,as God Almightie in his Throne of Ma- 
ieſtie; ſo that they can neuer poſſibly meete. Berweene vs Luke 16.26, 
and jou, ſaith Abraham to the rich man in hell, there is 4 
great gulfe fixed, ſo that they which would paſſe from hence to 

on, cannot; neither can they paſſe to vs, that wonld come from 

thence. If it be fo then, that after an inch of time, there muſt | 
bee betwixt them an endleſſe diuorce, and an vnpaſſable di- 
ſtance through all eternity; it is beſt for the Chriſtian to be- 
gin this ſeparation and diſaequaintance in time, and not to 
repoſe his ſpeciall loue, the ſweeteſt and nobleſt of all his 
affections, vpon an obiect where it muſt not eternally reſt, 
nor intimately eonuerſe with him, whoſe c he ſhall 
not haue heereafter in heauen euerlaſtingly. Let him euer 


onely affoord the deareſt pangs of his kindeſt affection vnto 
Gods Children, and conuey the ſweteſt meltings of bis 


heart, 
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heart, and the moſt paſſionate embracemencs of his ſoule in- 
to their boſomes alone: for he ſhall be ſure ro meete them 
in heauen, and there the leſſer ſtreames of their former 
Chriftian loue ſhall grow into a mighty torrent, and falling 
into the great and vniuerſall confluence of the vnited zeales 
and Seraphicall feraours of all the Saints and Angels, tunne 
with a ſweete and euerlaſling curtent; into the bottomleſſe 
and boundleſſe Sea of all loue and louely excellencies, God 
himſelfe, bleſſed for euer. 1 
3. Thirdly, a good man conuerſing with thoſe which be 
raceleſſe, doth very foully diſtaine and obſcure, if not quite 
Foe his Chriſtian reputation and credit with good men; for 
a man is till reputed to bee of their humour and conditions, 
with whom he doth ordinarily and intimately conuerſe, l 
fleſh, faith the Wiſe man, conſorterh according to kinde, and a 
man will cleaue to bis like. What fellowſhip hath the Wolfe with 
the Lambe ? ſo the ſinner with the godly. Now it is a moſt diſt 
eraccfull and diſcomfortable thing, to bee iuſtly caſt out of 
the conceits and good opinions of judicious and ynder- 
ſtanding Chriſtians. I would haue a Chriſtian neuer much 
trouble himſelfe, or labour with too much curioſitie and in. 
truſion, too anxiouſly, vexingly, and ſollicitouſly to giue the 
world ſatisfaction, for the vniuſt cenſures, and diſconceites of 
witleſſe and worthleſſe prophaneneſle; (only he may thence 
take occaſion to examine his heart more narrowly, to walke 
more warily, to live more holily , A more heartily.) 
Let prophane men tage, and fwell, a 
gall I would haue him ſweetely and calmely to enioy thoſe 
leſſed comforts, which God compaſſionate hand hath put 
into his heart, But me-thinks, he ſhould much take to heart, 
and be very ſotry for the juſt diſlike and diſconceit of true 


Cbriſtians, or far any ſcandall taken vpon good ground, from 


vnaduiſedneſſe and aberration in his carriage and conuerſa- 
tion. As the Chtiſtian then deſires to be dearely eſteemed of 
the godly, and tenders the preſeruation of his good name 
with good men; whith is rather to be choſen than great richer, 
Prou. 22.1. than precions Ointment, Eccleſ. 7. 1. and maketh 
| | the 


burſt, in deſpightof 
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the bones fat, Prou. 15.30. which indeed — eſt. 
mable Iewell he — in this life, nent vnto his owne 
Crowne of Chriſtianitie: I ſay, as he would malttaine and 
vphold a good opinion and conceit of him, in the hearts ani 
conſciences of Chriſtians, let him flye the com ee. of pro- 
phane men: for there is no reaſon * ſhould n 
Gods friend, who Saanen wieh * 


mies. 

4. No prophane man can heartily v. and dite&ty — and 
affect a io propha for his zeale and — ; ny, na- 
turally and ordinarily be diſconoeits and hates all er n- 


reſſions, wrought vp on him dy Gods: ſandify 
* Party b by reaſon of thac tai: m a 
implacable enmitic and . 
woman, and the ſeed of the Serpent; — and 
darkeneſſe; Chriſt and Belial; race and prophaneneſſe: 


2. Partly alſo, becauſe eue vutegenerate man, though fur 
piſhed with the beſt perfection and ihe ſes" ide. 


able in that ate, thinkes, that his luke warmeneſſe, and for- 
malitie is cenfured and condemned by the zeate and ſor· 

wuardneſſe of the true Chriſtian ; and that if rhoſe racious 
endowments and holy aiQneflede real}, and neceffa = | 
quired, they vlainely proclaime the Aeinmebleneſſe e 


eſtate, which he ſecurely repoſes vpon as ſufficient for by 
vation, Daxid, a man —— — and bfu NMM elt 


and louing diſpoftion, y et was moſt heauily pre (> and pars 
ſued with much — ſpite, and chidhatiredenen or My 
goodnefſe: They that hats nie wichoue 4 caſe; faith he; art 
move thenthe baives of my head: They that would diftvoy meer, 
amd are mine enemies ſalſety '”; — ate — 
which [-tooke not, — Na 

They that hate me wrong fully, are many: 22725 

enill for good, are mine cdaerſameñ 

But yee Indern 3 nn ere in Ce 
and exerciſe of this hatted of the werde and 
the Chriſtian), which naturally and — 7 — it 


bum of euery prophane — 
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for 2duantage,andin policy;by aceident, and for by. reſpects. 
The ſting aud furie of ie may be weakened, and leflened by 


the ingenuouſneſſe of the vnregenerate man, or by other 


naturall and morall parts in the Chriſtian. Nay, I 


not ſee, but that ſometimes it may bee, as it were, quite 
daſht,and confounded by the extraordinary innocency,and 
heroicall height of ſpirituall excellencies in a good man: As 
Moraliſts ſay of vertue, that though it be ordinarily atten- 
ded by enuy, as the body with a ſhadow , yet it may grow 
ſo incomparable and glorious; that enuy is glad to hide its 
head, and flie away like a weake miſt from the Sunne ſhining 
in his ſtrength. Aſſoone as yertue , ſay they, is growne out 


E by and by into enuy, till mount 
oft, as the — verticall abateth all ſhadowes; ſo 
ſhe in the top, and height of perfection, all enuie. Why may 
it not be ſo in zeale and pietic, that though it be ordinarily 
perſecuted. with extreme hatred; yet ſometimes it may at- 
taine that extraordinarineſſe, incomparableneſſe and excel- 
lency , that hatred may euen hate it ſelfe, for oppoſing ſuch 
ynreprooucable ſanctitie? But to my purpoſe: If it bee ſo, 
that a prophane man cannot poſſibly loue a Chriſtian hear- 
tily for his Chriſtianitie and'/Grace, but rather maliciouſly 
and mortally hate him; what heart can a Chriſtian haue to 
conuerſe intimately and delightfully with a prophave man? 
Who would euer vouchſafe his company, ond afford the beſt 
of his time, and deareſt of his affections, to a ſellow, which 
diſdaines and deſpiſes the moſt precious Jewell het beares 


ers 

fully, though inſenſibly, to dimme the prightneſſe, and 

diſtaine the glory of it; either by the contagion of his no- 

toriouſueſſe , or at leaſt, by his formnalitie, coldneſſe, and yn- 
ty Chr league or enter- 

ne fellowſhip with the enemies of God. It is abſurd, that 


* * 
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a member of Chriſt ſhould exerciſe familiaritie, and inti- 


s of loue With a limbe of Satan. What earthiy 
uld endure with patience, to haue one of his neereft 
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ſeruants, and of chiefeſt truſt, to bee conmerſunt continually 
amongſt profeſt Rebels, and open Traitors to his Crowne 
and dignitie ; or to conuerſe inti with his deadlieſt 
enemic? Would any great Man in the State, retaine any as 4 
ſpeciall fauourite, who ſhould bee inward with his g 
counter-faRioniſt > What —— child would delight- 
fully digeſt that company; whe e ſhould heare bis fa- 
ther in a foule and ſhame full manner diſgraced and tayled 
ypon?How then ſhould Almighty God hold him his friend, 
who is familiar with ſtrangers to the life of God, and ene. - 
mies to his Grace? How enn that manlookefor the prero- 
gatiues, and protections of a child of God, who haunts ſuch 
company with delight, where he heares _ his Almightie 
Father foulely, and ſhamefully diſhonoured, perhaps,with 
oathes and blaſphemies, with obſcenicies and raylings; at 
leaſt, with many idle andprophane ſpeeches? 
8. Sinthly, conuerſing with prophane men, dothcrofle . 
and —— Chriſtian —_—_— is this; In 
all companies, 1th or tale or both, For in this 
caſe, the Chriſtian 2 hurt: he hurts, 
1. himſclfe, becauſe he throwes himſelſe vpon temptation, 
and hazard of being infected with notoriouſneſſe, if his com- 
ions be very lewd, and prophanez or atleaſt, with forma- 
ll and coldneſſe; if they be but only ciuilly honeſt; or for-" 
mall profeſſors. 2. He hurts alſo others : 1. Hee hardens his 
companions.in their vnregenerate courſes; ' becauſe they 
Winke, he would not fofamiliarly conuerſe with them, ex- 
cept hee were well conceited of theit ſpirituall ſtate; and ſo 
they reſt with ſecutitie and confidence in their vnregenera- 
tion. 2. Hee is a ſlumbling blocke to the weake Chriſtian, 
 whoby looking vpon his example, may bee led awry from 
the Rraight path of his profeſſion, and by eps Crs 


kibertic of imitation, may haue his y | 
Grace choaked and ſmothered by the del vanities of 
good fellowſbip I in the preu ot prophane 0 


r anding Chriſtians, to 
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to conuerſe with the cnemi es of God, and bis 


his practiſe to 
petſwade the world: chat cbe baſe foclerics vf good fellow. 
ſhip, are mort — the glorious pleaſutes 
7. There is another reaſon, which though it be not very 
obuious to mens apprehenſiona or much taken notice ef; 
yet ia my rndaſtatlingsle howidbe-very werfull,and'of - 
vety great weight, to driue Ghtifſttans out of the company 
of vntegenerate men, & to reſtrain them from a familiar and 
delightfull correſpondence, and conuerſing wich thèm (ex- 
cept they haue a watrantable Calling, and the teſtimonie of 


dbeir conſciences to conuerſe irh anem for their conuerſion 
and ſpirixuall good.) Ie is chisrwhen an vnregenetate man 


obſerues, that a Chriſtian preſſeth into his company, deſites 
to ſpend time with him, and is well enough content to ex- 
change mutually many offices of intimate kindneſſe; hee 


preſently conceiues and concludes, that ſure hee ſees in him 


matter worthy of Chriſtian company, and endowments ſuf- 
ficient to ranke him amongſt the Saints; elſe hee could not 


take ſuch contentment in his conditions and conuerſation. 


generare ime and thinks 
kiaiſelfe well; that her may both enjoy the pleaſures of the 
preſent, and alſo a good teſtimony and hope ofhis rightneſſe 
in the way to Heauen ; beeauſe it is well knowne and c- 
knowledged, that bis companion boch knowes, und walkes 


in the right path. And ſith he hach one to take part, he takes 


it not much to heart, that other Chriſtians are more Mfami · 
liar, and ſtrange vnto him; for hee imputes it onely to their 
ſowreneſſe and vnſociableneſſe. Aſſuredly, there are many 
Chriſtians very faulty this way, and haue very chuch to an- 
ſwer for in this kind. They familiarly connetſe wich vnrege · 
nerate men: and becauſe they would not difpleaſe and bee 
diſtaltefull, they ſey nothing vnto them of the curſedpeſſe oß 


| their condition rowerds God, and afthe fcatfolueſſ o their 
caſe, in teſpect of ſaluation. Hereupon they growimo a | 


canceir, . 


ä „ 


1 


1 9 „ A * 


comfortable walking with Gol. 


— 


conceit: chat they are well conceited of theit ſpiritual! fare, 


and ſo walke farre more reſolutely and confidently towards 


Hell, by reaſon of the ſocietie and ſilenee of their Chriſtian 
companions. I thinke yerily , that prophane men doe nor 
onely ſometimes deſire the company of Chriſtians, to win 
reputation from the better ſort, and to guild over the rot- 
tenneſſe of their converſation with ſome little tincture, and 
leſſer ſplendour reſlected from the glory of their Chriftiani- 
tie; but alſo to purchaſe ſome counterfeit comfort to their 
conſciences, and falſe hope vnto their hearts, that their caſe 
is the better towards God, becauſe Gods children vouch- 
* to keepe company, and conuerſe more familiarly with 
them. a 

8. But aboue all, for this purpoſe peruſe often, and pon- 
der well, 1. The effectuall prohibitions in Gods Booke: 
2. the proteſtations and practiſe of the Saints, 3. and pu- 
niſhments inflicted for familiaritie with the vngodly. For 


Pfal. 26. 4, 3. Ier. 15. 17. 2. King. 3. 14. For the firſt, ſee 


the laſt, ſee 2. Chron. 19. 2. and a 20. 37. For the ſeeond, ſee · Hine difcimas 
periculoſam cſle 


1. Cor. 5. 11. Epheſ. 5. 11. Prou. 24. 7. 2. Theſ. 3. 6. where — ideo- 


he ſolemnnely commands them inthe Name of our Lord leſws 


ue ſugienda for- 
era, affinitat: 


Chrift, that they withdraw themſelnes from enevy brother that ſociernes cum 
wakes inordinately, & c. Hee aimes ſpecially in that place at ar bows 


idle perſons; by conſequent then, and good proportion, at 


more notorious fellowes. If wee muſt withdraw our ſelues 


from thoſe, ho haue leaſute to bee for all companies, at all 
times, vpon all occaſions, aud are therefore accounted the 
onely companions : how faſt muſt wee rurtie from lyers, 
ſwearers, whoremongers,drunkards, ſcorners, reuellers,and 
fellowes of ſuch infamous ranke? Prou. 4. 14. where iterati- 
on ofthe ſame ſence in variety of phraſe, argues the neceſſity 
of the dutie and earneſtneſſe of the:Diuine Penman to per- 
ſwade; Enter not, ſaith he, into the path ofthe wicked; aud go 
vot in the way of euil men. Auoide it, paſſe by it, turns from 
it, and paſſe away. Decpt apprehenſiueneſſe of the excellen- 
cie and worth of the matter, or extraordinatie ſeruencie to 


impteſſe and perſwade the point, doth many times in Scrip- 
G 3 ture 
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| cure clothe the ſame thing with diuers formes of ſpeech,and 
| vatietie of phraſe. | . 2 
| 2. Now in a ſecond place: If thou deſireſt to conuerſe 
with ſome of thine vnconuerted kindred, friends, neigh- 
bours, old acquaintance, 8c. for their ſpirituall good, ob- 
ſerue theſe three rules: 1. Let there bee good probabilitie, 
proportionably, of more power of grace, knowledge,ſanQi- 
fication, ſpirituall wiſedome, Chriſtian reſolution, &c. in thee 
to conuert them, then poiſon of vnregenerate ſtubbornneſſe, 
ſenſuall malice, ſinfull wit, worldly wiſedome, Satanicall ſo- 
phiſtrie in them, to peruert thee. 2. See that thy heart be ſin- 
cere, and that in the ſingleneſſe thereof, thou ſeeke truely 
their conuerſion, and not thine ovone ſecret contentment : 


for in this point, thine owne heart will bee ready to deceiue 
1 thee, Thou mayeſi offer thy ſelfe into ſuch company, with 
it pretence and purpoſe to ſollicit them for ſaluation, and pre- 
uaile with chem about the beſt things; and yet before 6d 
be aware, bee plunged and inſnared in the woonted yn- 
| warrantable delights of good fellowſhip , pleaſant paſſages 
be” of wit, idle and impertinent follies and familiarities, which 
thou waſt accuſtomed to exchange and enioy with them in 
thy vnregenerate time. So that in ſtead of the diſcharge of a 
Chriſtian duty, thou mayeſt both hurt thy ſelſe, and harden 
them. 3-As Phyſicians of the body arme and animate them- 
ſelues with ſtrong repercuſſiues, preſeruatiues, and counter- 
poyſons, when they viſit contagious and peſtilentiall pati- 
ents: ſo in ſuch caſes, be thou ſure to furniſh and fotrifie thy 
ſelfe before · hand with prayer, meditation, the fyord of the 
Spirit, ſtore of perſw-aſiue matter, ſtrength of reaſons, and 
vnſhaken reſolution, to repell and beate backe all noyſome 
inſinuations of ſpirituall infection. a 
. 3+ Into Chriſtian company, which thou ſhouldeſt prize 
thine only Paradiſe and Heauen ypon Earthʒthe very flowre 
and feſtiuall of all thy refreſhing time in this yale of teares, 
euer bring 1. A cheerefull andlighffome heart. Me- thinks, 
though thou ſhouldeſt come amongſt the Saints with a ſad 
heart, and ſomething ouer- caſt with miſts and 1 of 
eaui- 


— 


— 
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heauineſſe and diſcomfore'; yet the preſence and faces of 
thoſe, whomhereafter thou ſhale meet in Heaven, and 

there, with incomparable ioy behold for euer, clothed and 
ſhining with eminencie and eternitie of glory, ſhould diſ- 

erſe and diſpell them all, and infuſe able beames of 
— ligheſornneſſe and ſpirĩtuall mirth. I know them, 
who being caſt ſometimes full ſore againſt their wils, #- 
mongſt profane company, are quite out of their element all 
the while, ſtrucke dead in the place, as they ſay, as ſolitary as 


in the ſilenteſt Deſart. Bur let them come amongſt Chrifti- 


ans, and — are quite other men, as full of lightſomnes and 


life, as full and Heauen, as if they had the one foot 
in the Porch of Paradiſe already. e is not ſeaſonable, 
where ſuch precepts as theſe haue place; Be glad in tbe Lord, 


and rrionco, yes righteous, and ſont for toy, all yee that are vp- 


rigbe in bears,” 2. A fruitfull heart, full as the Moone with 
gracious matter to vphold edifying conference, aud ſancti- 
fied talke. Being forward and free withont any hurtfull 
baſhfulneſſe, or vaine - glorious aime, both to communicate 
which — 1 — ofthe — 5 
hi Ou pr ious 5 
as it were, ofthe great myſtery of Grace, & alſo by — 
of queſtions, and miniſtring occafion 

from them with an holy neſſe the waters 
reciprocal refreſhing and quickning of the deadneſſe and 
vnheauenlineſſe of thine owne heart. And here it will bee a 
profitable wiſedome, to take notice of, and obſerue-each 
others ſingularitie of gifts, and ſeuerall endowments , and 
thereafter with wiſe infinuations, to proucke and preſſe 
them, to powre out themſelues in thoſe things, wherein they 
haue beſt experience and moſt excellency. Some are more 
dexterous and skilfull in diſcuſſing controuerſed points: o- 
thers in reſoluing caſes of conſcience; ſome, in diſcouering 


the Devils depths , and treading the Maze of his manifold - 


- temptations: others, in comforting afflicted ſpirits, and ſpea- 

king to the heart of mourners in Zion, &c. Iamperſwaded 

many times, many worthy EY lie buried in the e 
4 
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of vnderſtanding men, by reaſon of the finfull filenee, I think 
Lmay ſay ſo, | andbarrenneſle of thoſe about them. - And 
therefore Chriſtians ought to be more forth · putting, actiue, 
and fruitſull this way. 3- An humble heart, ready and reioy- 
cing to exchange and enioy common comforts, ſoule · ſe- 
crets, heauenly conſultations, with the paoreſt and moſt 
neglected Cbriſtian. If thou bee haunted wich the white 
Deuill of ſpirituall pride, it is likely thou wilt bee either too 
prodigall and profuſe, and ſo ingtoſſe all the tallte, which is 
ſometimes incident to new conuerts or counterfeits; or elſe 
too teſerued and curious, and ſo ſay no more then may ſerue 
to breed an applauſe and admiration of thy worth; which is 
a very filthy and fearefull fault. There is. no depth of know. 
ledge,no height of zeale, no meaſure of Grace; but may be 
further inlarged, more inflamed, bleſſedly encreaſed by con- 
ference with the pooreſt faithfull Chriſtian: See Rom. 1. 12. 
and 15. 24. how Paul, that great learned and diuinely in- 
ſpired Doctor of che Gentiles, ſtood affected in this 
Oint. | | | | 
x V. But aboue all. bee moſt bufie with thy heart: for it is 
the roote that either empoyſons or enſweetens all the reſt; 
that is the fountaine, which cauſes all the ſtreames of thy 
deſires, purpoſes, affe ctions, ſpeeches, and the whole current 


Lof thy conuerſation, to runne either muddy or cleere. Ply 


therefore amongſt others, theſe three points of ſpeciall and 


precious conſequence for the preſent purpoſe, with all ſeri- 
ouſneſſe and zeale,, | * 


1. Captiuation and conformitie of the thoughts and ima- 


ginations of thy heart, to the ſoueraignty and rules of grace. 


If thy change in words, actions, and all outward carriage 
were Angelicall; yet if thy thoughts were the ſame, and vn- 
ſanctified ſtill, thou were ſtill a limbe of Satan. Purity in the 
inward parti, is the moſt ſound and vndeceiuing euidence of 
pur portion and intereſt in the power and purity of Chriſts 
ſauing Paſſion and ſanctiſying Blood - ſned: See Jer . 14. 
1/4.55-7- Now. that thou mayeſt the better conquer and 
keepe the thoughts of thy heart in ſubiection and obedience 


vnd 
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ynto Chriſt. be per ſwoded and acknowledge 1. The peſſiden- 


cie of that wicked Prouerbe, Thoughts are free. It is truc, — ; 


the immediate inuifible productions and proieQs of the 
heart, lie not within the walke of humane luſtice, neither 
are liable to the cenſure of earthly Courts and Conſiſtories. 
But there is anAll- ſeeing and Omniſcient Eye in Hesuen, te 
which, the blackeſt Mid- night is as the teſt Noone- 
tide, Pſal. 139.12. which ſees aur ſecreteſt thoughts afarre off, 
ver.2.aud ſets them in the light of his countenance, P/al, go. $, 
Hence it is that many humble ſoules, ſenſible of their ſecret 
prouoking the glory of Gods pure Eye, are more grieued 
(ſetting aſide the ill of example and ſcandall, ordinaty atten- 
dants ypon open and viſible miſcartiages) for the rebelliouſ- 
neſſe of their thoughts, then the exorbitancie of their acti- 
ons. For che ting of: theſe is ſomething eaſed and leſſened,. 
as they thinke, by the abſence of Hypocriſie, and becauſe 
the world ſees che worſt. But concerniog the other it cuts 
them tothe very heart, that they are not as well able to pre- 
ſerue their inward parts in puritie toward the All- ſearching 
Eye of that God, who ftretched foorth the heanens , and laid 
the foundations of the earth; as theit words and aQions,in 
plauſibleneſſe towards man, who ſhall die, aud rhe ſonne; of 
man, which ſhall be made as graſſe. Whereas then the natutall 
man is woont to let his heart runne riot and at randame into 
a world of idle imaginations, without remorſe or reſtraint; 
doe thou makethy ſanctification ſure vnto thy ſelfe, by this 
infallible ſigue; That thou ſufferſt the conſideration of Gods 
All-ſeeing Eye, che curbe of the laſt Commandement, and 
checke of, a tender conſcience, to range thy thoughts into or- 
der, to conſine and keepe them within a holy compaſſe from 


their vaine and impertinent vagaries. 2. That thou muſt be 


2ccountable and anſwerable for euer wandring thought, as 
well as for idle words and wicked actions. No conſider 
' what numbetleſſe ſwarmes of imaginations paſſe the Forge 
of thy phantaſie euery dayʒ and therefore, if thou be not ex- 
craordioarily and exactly vigilant & eye- ſull ouer thy heart, 
choumayeſt iuſily feare, that vpon the opening and illight· 


ning 
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+ theinviſible workings, intentions, deſires 


ning of the booke of th conſcience, at thoſe ewo dreadfall 


dayes, of Death, and the laſt Iudgement, innumerable ar- 
mies of exorbitant thoughts, which haue lyen in ambuſh. 


as it were, in the ſeeret corners of thy deceitfull heart, will 


charge vpon thee with a farre heauier account then perhaps 
thou art aware of, or haſt ſeriouſly thought vpon heretofore. 
3. That God muſt aſwell ſhine in thy thoughts, in 
and eleuatious of 
the heart; as in thine ourward conuerſation. As God exacts - 
and honour and ſeruice from his Children, in words 
and workes; ſo there is alſo a Thoughe-ſeruice,a Thought- 
worſhip,thae I may ſo call it, which is very pleaſing and pre- 
cious in his eyes, as ſpringing more immediately from the 
heart, wherein he principally delights; and becauſe the ſe- 
crecie of it is attended with more ſincerity. Remember ther. 
fore to render with all reverence and zeale vnto the Father 
of Spirits, and Lord of thy ſoule, the dayly tribute of thy 
pught-ſeruice, as well as the Tongue-(cruice and Hand- 
ſeruice. And the rather and more plentifully : 1. Becauſe 


opportunities, abilities and meanes may faile for outward 


mancee, but the heart is euer at leaſure and libertie to 
thinke nobly. No times, no tyrants, no wants or reſtraint, 
can lũnder it from an inuifible fruition of Gods owne Selſe, 
with thoughts of ſweeteſt rapture and reuerence, of loue, 
and lowlieſt adoration; from bathing it ſelfe in the merito- 
rious Blood of the Immaculate Lambe, with thoughts of 
inexplicable peace, ioy, and triumph ; from cleaving to the 
promiſes of life,and diving into the Myfteric of Grace with 
extraordinary deareneſſe, pureſt delight, & victorious faith; 
from being as a mountaine of Myrch and Incenſe, ſending 
vp a ſpirituall Sacrifice of praiſe - full thoughts, inſinitely ad- 


— — magnifying the glory and goodneſſe of that 


mercitull Hand, which writ thy name with the golden Cha- 
racers of his endleſſe loue, in the Booke of Life from all 


| e : ſuffered the deareſt and warmeſt Blood in His 


Sonnes Heart to be ſpilt as water ypon the ground, forthe 
waſhing of thy body and ſoule from finne; and after a _ 


may labour to doe his beſt euery way 


a 


#toinward commotion and ourward aſſault. The fountaine 


— 
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of time, will ſer a Crowne of Eternitie vpon —_— com- 
poſed of all comfort, reſt, and s ures, and feli- 
cities, xc. And alſo becauſe, beſides Gods more ſpecial} ac- 
tation, and more certaine finceritie of this inward inui- 
ſible ſeruice, it is ordinarily full of more ſpititualneſſe, in- 
tention, and life, by reafonthar it is neereſt and moſt imme- 
diate eo the obie& of Adoration. The beſt man,though he 
ference and degrees in his ability to diſcharge, and the exe 
cutions of his Duties, Deuotions, and ſetuices towards God. 
His workes doe not euer anſwere with that exactneſſe to his 
words: His words cannot expreſſe ſo to the liſe, the thou 
of his heart: The thoughts of his heart come inſinitely hore 
of the excellency of God. Thoſe ſtreames which are next to 


| — 


the well-head, arc ſtrongeſt and pureſt: The thoughts ofa --—- | 


ſanctified heart, laying hold vpon, with immediate a 
henſton and neereſt imbracements, that moſt amiable. 


pre- 
0 3 
and glorious Obiect, God Himſelſe, bleſſed for euer, and 1 
ſweeteſt Attributes, giue Him His due and reuerent Attri- 
butions, with more heartineſſe, life, and heauenlineſſe, then 
his words or Actions are woont; h all a mans beſt and 
vtmoſt, in thought, word, and deed, falls too fearefully ſhore 


:;of that which we owe and ought to doe, © LIES 
2. Acontinuallexcubation and narrow watchfull guard 


r thy heart. It is like 8 Citie, liable every moment both 


of Originall impuritie; though jrsmayne fireame and bloo- 
dic ifſue bee ſtayed; andin ſome 60d meaſire ſtopt, bythe 
ſanctifying power of Chrifts ſaying Blood; yet it dorh ſtill 
leſſe or more bubble vp rebelliouſly, The world doth labour 


** 
* 


| Engities, of Plea- 
ſures, Riches, and Honours, to lay it waſte, and rob it of al 
heauenly creaſures. The Deuill watches euery opportunity 
to hurle in his fiery darts, to caſt all intocombutti 
thereby further to enuenome and inrage | t 
much impoyſoned viciouſneſſe and impetuouſneſſe of out 
corrupt nature. Precious therefore, and worthy all practiſe, 

is 
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ſelues, which ſprings from the curſed root of Selfe. igno · 
rance,and quite puts out that light of Natures law in our con- 
ſciences; Doe as thou wonldeft be done by. If before thou loſe 
the reines to that ſhort phrenſie, thou wouldſt ſuppoſe and 
ſee thy ſelfe in the place of the party; with whom thou art 
angry: and then ſay and doe no more then if thine owne per- 
fon were the patient, it would bee a notable meanes to curbe 
thy choler, and keepe the credit of dipaſſionateneſſe and mo- 
deration, and make thee patiently ſuffer that which perhaps 
thou haſt often confidently offered to others. 

3. An ouertenderneſſe and delicate niceneſſe in bea- 
ting wrongs : an impetuous. impatiencie for being abuſed: 
Immenſe vieuis (Whereas inſenſibilitie and contempt would better become 
eſt, non ſentirete we IN Ferni facilitie to bee dend 

eſſe percuſſun, 3 great ſpirit: ) an effeminate facilitie mooued an 
| touche with euery trifle. A ſpot or wrinkle vpon their gar- 
ment, a diſh miſplaced vpon their table, ſome errour in their 
dreſſing; a Bird, a Dogge, a Glaſſe, &c. or ſome leſſer toy 
will curne ſome kinde of people quite out of tune, and 
put them out of their humour, into 8 pelting chafe, as they 
ſay. Great mindes and yiQorious ouer this furious Arch- 
Rebell, are not moued but with great matters. It is a ſpeciall 
point of manly wiſedome, to paſſe by many petty prouoca- 
tions to wrath, without notice or acknowledgement, with. 
out wound or paſſion; and to digeſt many times the braw. 
lings and indiſcretiens of haſty men, with the ſame patience 
that Surgeons do the injuries and blowes of mad men, when: 

they let them blood."'''' ' S 3 


* 


4. Credulitie, lighmeſſe in beleeuing whatſoeuer 

comes firſt to the eare: That is the high way to hold choler 

ſtill in combuſtion. For ſo the tongues of ſlanderers, Tale- 
bearers, Whifperers, Pick thanks, will prooue as ſo many 

Bellowes blowne by the Deulll himſelfe, rokeepe: this ſire 
in height and fulueſſe of flane. Timo) ei; 
J - Curioſitie, an iiching humour, and needleſſe in- 


quiſitiueneſſe to know euery thing that is done or ſaid. If 
a man will needs bee ſo meddling; he ſhall finde matter 
inough to fill his gall," Some men, out of this humour, are 
| | eager 
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eager to know What is ſaid againſt them, iu ſuch and ſuch 
company, liſten to heare what their ſeruants talke'concer= 
ning them, and if a letter fall into their hands wherein they 
thinke themſelues to bee mentioned, they will make no 
bones, againſt the lawes of humanitie, to breakeir open. 


Bufie- bodies in this kind neuer want wrath and woe. Anti-. 


gomer, as it is ſaid of him, was wiſe to abandon this vauitie. 
For when he heard two of his ſubiects ſpeaking ill of him in 
che night neere his Tent, willed them to goe further off, leſt 
the King ſhould heare them. | 
6. Couetouſneſſe, the Cat-throate of Grace, and 
canker of the ſoule, like an eating inſatiable Wolfe, will ei- 
ther fill feede vpon gaine, or elſe gnaw vpon the heart with 
fretting: and therefore the very loſſe of a penny, ſometimes 
the omiffion of a good barꝑaine, the miſcarriage of ſome doe 
meſticall crifle, the death of a beaft, & c. will pretec:tly put a 
couctous man into choler : for his eyes are ſd eutthly, that 
they looke onely vpon the ſecondary, nor vpon the ſupreme 
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beiſance from theit inferiours, the wall from all commers, 


1 
— 


\ | 15 7. A conceit of being contemned by others in word, 
3385 
ſpy bat any ſecrer ſmiling, two whiſpering together in — n 

now an 


,coumenance. Many are ſo weake this way, that if they 
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company, or any talking, eſpecially with their eyes 
then caft towards them z they wo thinke, that them« 
ſelues certainely are their aime, and obiect of their ſcorne- 
full — — ſowre, — and vnſit 
for company all the while after. Sach as are extremely 
troubled, and take on to themſelues, if they haue not the 
chiefe place, and vpper hand at meetings, reſpect and reſalu- 


tation from thoſe chat they ſalute, exact obſeruance, and o: 


they be not begun vnto in ma 
ces of humanitie, &c. | 
Ariddance and reftraint of theſe and the lik 


tters of complement and 
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the minde, will bee a notable meanes to preuent and hinder 


the afſ>ulcs and ſurprizall of this furious and foule fiend. 


2. But if at any time chou feele this Viper to receiue 


mean — 
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n thy boſome, and chat occaſions of choler are offered, then 


ſay they: 


1. Contsine thy bodie in quiet, and tongue in ſi- 
lence. The ſtirring and agitation of thy bodie, by ſtam- 
ping or flinging about, inflames the blood and humours, 
and the walking of thy tongue keepes both the paſſionate 
heate in thine owne heart, and many times ſets on fire thoſe 
that thou art angry with. The barking of one Dogge ſets 
all the curres in a towne a bawling. Thy breaking forth in- 
to raging termes, may raiſe the ſpitit of rauing in others: 
And therefore ſilence is a ſingular cooler to this cholericke 
diſtemper. If the ſwelling and boiftereus waues rebound 
from the ſoft and euen ſands, there is no great adoe; but 
if they encounter a Rocke, they returne with gteat turbu- 
lencie, and turne into foame. Silence or a ſoft anſwer flops 
the ouer · flowing of the gall on both ſides; but if fury be ſet 
ypon with rage, they grow bath almoſt Rarke mad for the 

e. n a cf ogy N Sen: 
228. Give reaſon leaue to interpoſe and reſolue. Ie 
was good counſell which was giuen to August; That 
when the obic and occaſions of -choler were in his eye; 
hee ſhould. not bee moued, before hee had pronounced 
duer the letters of the Alphabet. It is as abſurd fora paſſion 
to vſurpe and domineere ouer iudgement, as for an intem- 
perate Scold to iuſtle a reuerend Judge out of his place; 
and. there to take on in her talkatiue and ſcurrill manner. If 
thou giue the ſwinge ang reines vnto it at the firſbriſing, it 
will preſently quite baniſh reaſon and iudgement, and bee 
like a man that puts the Maſter out of the houſe, and ſets it 
on fire, and burnes himſelfe alive within: or like a Ship 
that hath neither Sterne nor Pilot, nor Sailes, nor Oares, ex- 
poſed ta the mercyof the wayes, windes and tempeſt in the 
midſt of a furious Sea. 3. Diuert to ſome other buſineſſe, 
company, place, pleaſant imployment; thoughts of content, 
&c. Theſe are notable coolers, and very conuenient to flake 
ane it firſt begigs to bucne.inthy bo- 
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3. Habituate thy heart, and keepe it exerciſed and ſea 
ſoned with confiderations:z; Not onely of melancholy, afe- 
rall paſſion, and other bodily diſtempers, which it naturall 
breeds, by ſtirring choler, heating the bloud, and the vitall 
ſpirits; but alſo, euen of the brutiſh deformities and vgly —— 
diſtortions with which this rage disfiguresthoſe which are 
tranſported with ir;asthe ſierinaſſe of the eyes, ioflamation O Goin! 
of the face, ſuriouineſſe of the lookes ; extraordinary pan- Mn. 
ting of the heart, beating of the pulſe, ſwelling of theveines, dn rumenrira, 
ſtammering of the tongue, gnaſhing of che teeth, a very harſh gude vene, 
and hate full intention of the voice, & many other e remely Lumina Gor- 


goneo ſæuius ix. 


impotent and yomanly behauiours. Henee ir was ꝓthat an. ae micaat. 
gry men were ancientlycounſelled in the heate of their ſit to 

looke themſelues in a Glaſſe. The monſtrous repreſentati- 
ons of that deformed Fury, were able for euer to fright them 

out of their cholericke humour. 2. Of tko ſweete” louell⸗ — 
neſſe, and amiable accepration''of a milde bvnpaſſtonats 
int. It is the ſine w, as it were, and cyment of alſ deli 

ull ſociety, the flower of humanity, the very ſweeteneſſe of 
ciuill conuerſation. As its a ſingular preſeruatiue to keepe 
2 mans oe heart in much calmneſſe and qufet; ſo ict ulſd 
an attractiue Load: ſtone to draw vnto him the hearts. and 
loues of others. 3. Of ube aime and aſpirations of morall 
wiſedome which labours to draw a mans heart to that vn- 
ſhaken, conſtant and comfortable temper; that beautifull 
and noble diſpoſition, which reſembles the high Region 

of che aire, Mhere there ino overiſhadowing clouds, nor 
2 thunders, but perpetuall faireneſſe g ſerenicy, 
and peace. dee bt o e e eee 
I haue the longer infiſted ypon theſe morall inſtructione, 
purpoſely to make Chriftiansaſhamed; who heſidesthe h 
neſt extractions of purerreaſonſaue alſorules ol Religion tr 
heauenly remedies; andyet ate too often oueitakettwviththis 
mentall drunkenneſſe, as ſome call it. Fot you muſt know] 
that all this while I meane haſty; vniuſt; nad eaorbxane n 
ger, which mifles in meaſure, Obitct, æuchſonsbleneſſe ors 
ether circumſtanees. For thete * and hol) 9 


OD; 2c. 


and 


* 
„ A 


* 


_ 
* 


1 


Generall direct iont for a 


— 


and therefore ſaith Paxt,Epheſeq26. Be ce angry, and func 
wit, Vpon the deſetihing and limiting of which, it is neither 
incident not ſesſonable for me at this time to infiſt. 

| Now then ins ſecond place, for religious directions, and 
more immediately drawne from diuine learning, confider : 


I. That all thy wrongs and vaworthy vſages, all thy in- 
iuries and indignities, croffes and vncomfortable accidents, 


that ſhall euer any way befall thee, are fore. appointed, or- 
dered,and diſpoſed by Gods wiſe and mercifull providence, 
and that to thy ſpirituall and eyerlafting good. This very 
one thought, that God is euer the principal Agent, kept freſh 


and on foote in thy miod, will be of ſoueraigne power to 
coole and beate backe any intemperate heate, which might 


either riſe in thine heart, or rage in thy tongue againſt his 
inſtruments ; and cauſe thee many times when thou art cha- 
fing ripe, and ready to raue, to lay thy hand vpon thy mouth; 
and ſay vnto God ſweetly. with Dua, Pſal. 39. 9. Ia 
dumbe, Jopened not my mouth, becanſe thou didſt it. And not 
lke a child, to beate the place that hurt it; but rather to 
walke more heedfully: or a foolifh Curre, to ſnarle and 
Match at the ſtone, neuer looking after the throwrerior a mad 
man, to bite the ſword that ſticks in his fleſtr but father to 
pull it out ſoftly, and get to the Surgeon. There was mat- 
ter and malice enough in the mouth of Sbemti, to huue made 


Daenideroyall heart naturally to riſe with implacable indig- 


nation a gainſt chat deid dogge: vnkindneſſe and crueltie 
enough in the hearts of Jeepbt brethren, to haue made him 
for euer vnreconcileable: wrong and villany enough in the 
carriage of the Caldeant, to haue ſer Job on fire with rage and 


ſeat point, and from the ſtrength of this conſideration 


2 great deale of ſweete pence and patlence to their owne 
hearts, plea ſedneſſo ind acceptation with God;udmiration 
andexample to paſteritic : For they glanced by the meanes 


and chmed; andfaſtenedtheir zyes pon their Maker, and 
the ſirſt Mbouer. eh lockt beyondhi: Brethrens barba- 
215 e Fl rous 


reueuge againſt them : But theſe holy men by practiſe of the 
pre 
which no conimend, for che re ſtraint of cholerꝭ procured 


| 
i 
N 
} 
; 


at * — ” » . 4 1 ma | E os © * 2 5 
* e =, 0 r De RA TOP SM hen "LIEN 0 NP ; 
* 8 „ o AY pF ER Pub n 2 8 


4 = — IRR A — ns UP) AO ty oh > 2 As FOE 
« 


ven thou art any wayes wronged, belyed, rayled vpon, 


res. How many blacke and blaſphemous mouthes are yn--quentes, 8 dil | * 


comfortable malling with Col. 45 
nook dealing with him, and faid,T, be Lord ſent me before you: 


job beyond the Caldaaus la wleſſe outrages,and faid;7he Lord 
bath taken away : Danid ond Shemeit do ged rancour, 


| 


and ſaid, The Lord bath bidden him: Ieſus Chrift Himſelſe, 


bleſſed for euer, looked beyond the Phariſes, Prieſts, Jewes, 
Judas and the Souldiers, to his Fathers Cup, Iob. 18. 11. 7h 
Cup which ow Father hath ginen me, ſhall I not drinke ? when 

he commanded Peter to ſheathe his ſword. This Chriſtian 
counſell paſſeth that which was giuen to e ſuguſtus: when 

the obicCts and occaſions of choler are in thins eye, or eare; "2 
ſpurned at, ortrampled-ypon by the feete of honoured inſo- 
lency, or dunghill malice, before thou inwardly fret, or break 

out into any impatient behauiour, ſay firſt ſeriouſly and fee. 

lingly in chine owne heart, This is from God, for my good: or 

with old Eli; It is the Lord, let him doe what ſcemeth bim \ 
good, 1. Sam. 3. 18. And let it for euer ſnaffle, nay, ſweetly 
compoſe the haſtineſſe and ſowreneſſe of thy corrupt na- 


1 
1 
/ R 


ure in caſe of choler. * | 
et the wanderfull patience of that mighty Lord of 
eauen andEarth, who is able with one word to caſt all the 
Creatures in the World into Hell; nay cuen with the breath 
of his mouth to turne Hell, and Heaven , and Earth, and all 
things, into nothing; I ſay, let his patience againſt the infi- 
nite intolerable, and endleſſe prouocations of his owne moſt 
obliged creatures, who like ſo many deſperate traitours, 
live and lye.continually in open rebellion againſt ſo great a . si Domiaus na; 
Maieſtie, bee a * Patterne and Precedent vnto thee a filly — 5 \ 


worme, duſt and aſhes, earth, ox any thing that is naught; of entiam Domnis * 
proportionable forbearance( if there could be any propor- 1 
tion betweene infinite and finite) towards thy fellow-cres-' Pore eſſe cba. F | 


verò in Deo & quanta patientia,quod in contume liam ſuæ Maieſtatis & honoris 


; —.—— 
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ſorbearance & long - ſuffering will leade therm to repentance. 
Be 


ceſſantly open againſt his bleſſed Maieſty? With what dam. 
ned oathes doe they teare, and re-crucific the precious Body 
of his glorious Sonne, which ſits at hisowne right hand? 
Wich what lyes and ſlanders doe they reuile his Ambaſſa- 
dours, and vilifie his Chofenꝰ How many graceleſſe wretches 
doe wilfully and obſtinately prophane his Sabbaths, pollute 
his Sacraments, and turne their backes vpon his Word? How 
many doe dayly turne themſelues into beaſts, by their ſwi- 
niſh drunkenneſſe, to the gteat reproch of mankinde , and 
diſhonour of their reaſonable nature? How many incloſing 
Nimrod, and cruell Landlords, doe grind the faces of the 


poore; Nay,plucke off their chins, teare their fleſh, breaks their 
bones, and chop them in piecer as for the pot, and eate the fleſh of 


Gods people? In a word; How many incarnate Deuils doe 
march vp and downe the earth, with hearts and hands as full 
as Hell, with all manner of miſchiefe, lewdneſſe and rebelli- 
on? So many, and with ſuch extreme inſufferable audaciouſ- 
neſſe and impudency, that, as a learned Diuine ſpeakes, If but 
any tender - hearted man ſhould fit but one houre in the 
Throne of God Almighty(if it be fit fo to ſuppoſe) and look 
downe vpon the earth, as God doth continually, & ſee what 
abominations are done in that houre, he would vndoubted- 
ly in the next ſet all the World on fire, and not ſuffer his 
wrathto be paciſied, or the fire to be quenched. And yet for 
all this, our gracious God in the meane time, though hee be 
armed with his owne vnreſiſtable omnipotencie, and a zhow- 


ſand Charets in the Whirlewinde ; though he haue euer in a 


readineffe all the Angels in Heauen, all the Diuels in Hell, all 
the Creatures in the World; nay, the very hands and con- 


ſciences of prophane wretches, and all that prouoke the eyes 


of his Glory with their pollutions, to be the inſtruments 
and executioners of his iuſt wrath vpon their ſinne; yet, I 
fay , our gracious God oppoſes his infinite 
all theſe reſileſfe outragious prouocations. 
fairely tempers and moderates in the meane time his moſt 
wſt & cauſefull indignation, to ſee if the bountifulneſſe of his 
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haps, which otherwiſe 


of friendſhip with him, While he 


—— 


— walking 


with God, 


Be thou then for euer aſhamed to take on for euery trifle ; 


euery triuiall prouocation; to turne 
ſe, aud which is common in carnall 


to breake patlence 
Lyon in thine owne 


worldlings, to rage with extreme folly and baſeneſſe againſt 


thy wife, children, ſeruants, cattell, or any thing that comes 
in thy way, for euery croſſe accident, worldly loſſe, dome- 
ſticall miſcarriage: nay, many times to torture thine owne 
heart, and trouble others in this kinde vpon meere miſ· ta- 
kings, groundleſſe ſurmiꝝ es, and miſconſtructions: but ra- 
ther take this gracious leſſon from the Lord Ieſus his owne 
mouth, Math. 12. 29. Learne of mee , for I am lowly of 


heart; 


and an example of patience from his firſt A fareyr, Act. 7. 60. 


Lord, lay not this ſiuus totheir charge. 
Let the ſweet experience of Gods patient and mer- 


cifull dealing with thee, ſoften thine heart with a compaſſi- 


onate ſence of other mens weakeneſſes, and a melting for- 


wardneſſe to forgiue. If hee out of the riches of his _ 


hath remitted ynto thee ten thenſand Talents, what a baſe 


wretchedneſſe were it to fly in the face of thy fellow-ſer- 


uant, and to take him by the throat for anhundrad pence ? If 
be intreated thee of all loues, and with all long · ſuffering, to 
come into his ſtretched out armes of mercy, when thou layſt 
wallo wing abominably in the gore: blood of thy many ſcar- 


let and crimfin ſinnes; foughteſt on the Devils fide, tothe 
lofle of the very life-blood of thy ſoule; and euery time thou 
cameſt to the Lords Supper, ſhedſt the precious blood of his 
bleſſed Sonne: what a ſhame is it vnto thee to fall a raging, 
and ſwell with anger, for the meere ouer- fight, many times, 
ſed errour of thoſe, per- 


vnwilling miſcarriage, and ynpurpo 
i — obſerue thee with obſequiouſneſſe 
and loue ? | 0 | 

4. If a man will not bee mooued with more faire and in- 
enuous motiues, to maſter and mortiſie this Bedlam ra 
eake in this paſſage to him that hates to be reformed: ) ler 


him bee amazed, and amend for ſhame ; fith the holy Ghoſh 


hath charged euery man, not to meddle, or make any league 
, nouriſheth, and gives rhe 
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reines to his boſome Rebell. . Make no friendſhip with an an- 


gry man; and with a furious man they ſpalt not gor, Pro. 2 2.24. 
What amonfler-isa man of anger, that Salomon ſhould ſet 


uch a brand vpon him; whereby euery one is warned to be. 


ware of him, and fly from him, as from a nettling, dangerous, 
vnſociable creature? 5 215 65101 % 

A word or two of another paſſion, before I paſſe out of the 
point, and that is Feare, which I had not toucht at this time, 
had it bin only a Rack, wheron the hearts of couetous, ambi- 
tious, and carnall men are wofully rent, and torne, & tortured 
all their life longʒ and not alſo a cruell engroſſer of too much 
golden time euen from Gods children, vot without impreſſi- 
ons of much fruitleſſe ſadneſſe, and vnneceſſarie diſcontent. 

The vanitie and tyrannie of this paſſion is ſpecially ſeene 
and exerciſed: 1. In putting all reall ſtings into imaginarie 
euils, and drawing true and bitter forrowes, from ſuppoſed 
ſufferings. 2. In an ouer-greedy-apprehenfion and anticipa- 
tion of ſorrowes to come, ſo that a man by too much fore- 
thoughtfulneſſe, and prod preconceit, doth ſuffer them 
many times, before they ſeize ypon him. If 

1, For the firſt, who feeles not the phantaſticalneſſe of 
opinion to forge, and faſten vpon him many dreadfull ob- 
iects; which of themſelues haue no vigour to vexe, becauſe 
no reall being and exiſtence, yet truely torture and offlict, by 
the onely ſtrength of imagination? 

Thus one eates his owne heart with griefe for loſſe of 
thoſe riches, and that ſuperfluous wealth, which if hee had 
euer ſill poſſeſſed, hee would neuer haue vſed. Another lies 


vnder the continuall ſlauerie of reſtleſſe feare, loft fire or 


robbery, ſome alteration in the State, or deſolation of 
warre, ſhould diſperſe his hoard, or hazard his t rall 
happineſſe. One is haunted with much thoughtfulueſſe and 

carking, what ſhall become of his children after his death; 
what men will ſay of him when hee is gone; left his wife 
ſhould marie after his departure. (For naturally our minds 
are ſo vaine, that beſides the abundance and burden of pre- 


ſent cares, they will tranſport our deſires and affeRions be- 


Fond. 


comfortable walking with God. 


yond our ſelues and being.) Another frettingly feares, that 
hee (hall be vndone in a deatre yeere, or the next Rot of 
ſheepe, and tires himſelfe with varietie of plots for com- 
mings in,for many yeeres to come, when many times he dies 
in the meane time. Some take vp too much precious time, 
from preſent and more ble medications,by troubling 
their hearts, leſt, ifthe times turne, they ſhould not be able to 
endure the fierie triall; whereas after ward, perhaps, they end 
their life in the peacefull noone-tide of the glorious Goſpel. 
Others vpon thought, or talke of death, ate ready to enter- 
taine fearefull apprehenfions, leſt they ſhould diferace their 
Chriſtian life with an vncomfortable end, and by ſome ex. 
traordinarie temptation, rauing, furious carriage, lye open to 
the worlds interpretation, ſiniſter cenſures, & miſconſtructi- 
ons of their former courſes; when as after, it may be, they 
conclude their dayes calmely, in good memory to the laſt 
gaſpe, without any Rtorme; or cloud of feared horrour and 
diſcomfort; (except former diſtruſtfull feares iuſtly bring 
vpon them that which they feared.) For ſith euery one, 
whoſe life hath been conſecrated to Gods glory with truth 
of heart, doth certainely paſſe thorow thoſe dreadfull pangs 
and laſt paine, into pleaſures endleſſe and vnſpeakeable; hee 
ougnzt alſo to ſubmit with all patience and quiet, to glorifie 
him, and to be ſeruiceable to his ſecret ends, with what kind 
of death he pleaſe; whether it be, 1. Glorious, and vntemp- 
ted: 2. Diſcomfortable, by reaſon of bodily diſtemper, and 
by conſequent, interpretable by vndiſcerning ſpirits: 3. Min- 
gled of temptations, and triumphs: 4. Or ordinarie, and 
without any great ſhe w, or remarkeable ſpeeches, after ex- 
traordinarie ſingularities of an holy life, which promiſed an 
end of ſpeciall note and obſeruation. 

2. For the ſecond, beſides theſe vtterly vnneceſſarie and 
meerely imaginarie miſeries; many fearelſull ſpirits eſpecial - 
ly haunted with the humour of melancholy, will not ſuffer 
alſo certaine and ineuitable euils, which at length muſt 
needs befall them, to ſleepe, and keepe in their ſlings, vntill 
the time appointed: but many times awake them by the cry 


8 S « : 
* OY 2 — — —— 
— —_— ů ů ———— —„— — — —-— < 
4 rebates ER — 4 
ad 
Wt 
act 
$5 . 
FE 


General directions fur a 


of Feare, like ſo many flceping Lyons, and cowardlily pro- 
noke them with timorous expectation to rent their hearts, 


and ſting terribly before the time. Thus our vaine mindes 


torment vs more with the feare of euils, then with the euils 
which we feate; ſpurre vs on with much vnmanly folly, to 
meete in the mid- way: nay, to ouertake, out- run ſorrowes to 
come, and make vs a thouſand times miſerable with one in- 
diuiduall miſery. | 

For inſtance: Thou haſt a child, and, perhaps, but one 
which thou loueſt moſt dearely ; for that affeRion which 
would be ſeuerely ſtrong towards ten, or how many ſoeuer, 
is vnited in it alone. Thou enioyeft a wife, whoſe death 
would be vnto thee, as the loſſe of halfe thy heart; and ſo 
proportionably of any worldly comfort. Now certaine it 
is, thou muſt at length part from all theſe, or what elſe ſoe- 


uer moſt deare and deſireable things in this life , they muſt 


be taken from thee , or thou from them, In this caſe then, if 


thou giue way and forth vnto this faitt- hearted tyrant , and 


malicious paſſion, it will wound thine heart many and many 
a time with ſence of their loſſe, before thou looſe them: and 
mingle amidſt thy deareſt and moſt doting apprehenſions of 
their ſweetneſſe and worth, many bitter thoughts of the day 
of diuorce, and ſtings of much worldly griefe (for ſuch onely 
Imeane) from a torturing preconceit of painefull heart- 
breake at parting. But the moſt tormenting racke in this 
kind, vpon which this tyrannicall paſſion doth much terrifie 
and teare the hearts of carnall men ſpecially, is death: It is 
called, the Prince of terror, by reaſon of its owne extreme in- 
euitable pangs; and to them alſo it is a certaine paſſage to 
torments without end, and paſt imagination: and therefore 
if their conſciences be not deſperately ſeared, and ſealed vp 
ſecurely with the ſpirit of ſlumber againſt the Day of venge- 
ance; they are woont to dye almoſt cuery day, by a ſlauiſh 
feare of death: ſee Heb.2.15. O death, ſaith the wiſe mau, bon 
bitter it the remembrance of thee , to a manthat lixeth at reſt in 
bis poſſeſſions unto the man that hath nothing to vexe him, and 
that hath proſperitie in all things! Oh how the heart of ſuch a 


man 


— 


comforta ble walking with God 


. 


man doth ſhrug together for horrour, quake like an Aſpen 
leafe, and die all the while, when this feare doth repre- 
ſent ynto it in the glaſſe of his imagination, the grieſly formes 
and ougly face of death, with thoſe other dreadfull circum- 
ances , as the wailings and out · cries of wife, children and 
friends about his laſt bed, parting from all worldly pleaſures 


for euer, rotting in the grave, dragging to the Tribunall and. 


terror of the laſt Day, &c! 
| Befides theſe _— ſufferings, and vntimely ſor- 


rowes, take notice of three other baſe peſtilent effects and 


miſchiefes , which this naturall, ſlauiſh, diſtruſtfull feare 
(for that I onely meane in the whole point)purs ypon a man. 
1. It may bring vpon him the thing which he feares : by 
fearing to become miſerable, he may become that he feares, 
and ſo turne his vaine feare into certaine miſeries; accor- 
ding to that of Salomon, Prou. 10.24. That which the wicked 
feareth, ſball come vpom him. And that of Iſai. 66. 4. I will 


bring their feares vpon them. Thou haſt a wife, a child, an out- 
ward ſtate, an hie place, which thou art immoderately afraid 


to looſe; now this very diſtruſtfull feare derogating from 
the glory of Gods mereifull providence, which ſweetly and 
wiſely diſpoſerh all things, may iuftly prouoke him to de- 
priue thee of them, whereas otherwiſe,thou mightſt haue en- 

joyed them ſtill. 2. It robs and bereaues thee of the kindly 
relliſh, and comfortable inioyment euen of good things. A 
man can take no delight in the fruition of that good, which 


hee feareth to looſe. Life it ſelfe is Joathſome, if a man Wotidit morirur 


flauiſhly feare to dye. That good breeds the trueſt preſent 
contentment, againſt the loſſe whereof we are alwayes pre- 
ared. And therefore thoſe who liue in eontinuall feare to 


is deare vnto them, looſe a gre 
allowed pleaſure they maight haue, euen in theſe outward 


things. 3. It deiects and debaſes his noble nature, below 
che miſeries and baſeneſſe of beaſts in this point: for they 
are fehced from this folly and vanitie, by the beneſit of their 


weakeneſſe, and want of reaſon; neuer re-affliQing _ 
| ues 


— — — a S: 
— — _ — — — 


P 
looſe their child, goods, libertie, life, or any other thing thac 
| at deale of that honeſt ioy and Deut. t. %. 


mortem qui aſſi. 
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thy mercifull God would either ſupply thee with a ſuperna- 
turall and extraordinary power and patience ouer that moſt 


ſelues with euils paſt, or fearing any to come; but thorow 
their whole life enioy intirely and with full ſecuritie, all con- 
tentments and pleaſures incident to their natures, ſaue onely 
when they are pinched with ſence of preſent paine. What a 
ſhame then is it to man, who being honoured with the ex- 
cellencie of an ynderſtanding, reaſonable, and prouident ſpi- 
tit, whereby hee out-ſhines all other creatures, like an An. 


gell vpon earth, ſhould by the abuſe and miſ- imployment 


thereof, make it a meanes vnto himſelfe, to become more 


miſerable in this reſpect then a brute beaſt? 


\s 


Now many and ſweete are the places and promiſes in 


with too often infinuations, even the moſt heauenly minde; 
but cates continually like a Canker into the carnall heart: 


They are ſuch as theſe; / will neuer leave thee wor forſake thee, J. 


Heb. 13. 5. Shouldeſt thou fall into the fiery tryall, aſſuredly 


exquiſite paine; or elſe, abate & leſſen the rage of the flames 
for thy ſake. Al/things worke together for good, to them that 
laue God, Rom. 8. 28. Sin, in it own nature, is the deadlieſt and 
rankeſt poyſon to the ſoule; and in it ſelfe, the greateſt euill 
that is or can be; yet Gods infinite Power and Wiſedome, 
Which at firſt drew light out of darkneſſę, as a skilfull Apo- 
thecary deales with poyſon, ſo orders and tempers it to his, 
that by accident it proues medicinable: much more doth He 


unto their good, croſſes, diſgraces, loſſes of earthly things; 


pouertie, want, life, death, any thing, euery thing. God is 
Faithfull, who will not ſuffer you to bee tempted aboxe that you 
are able; but willwith the temptation alſo make a way to eſcape, 
that ye may be able to beare it, 1. Cor. 10. 3. It is Gods Childs 
peculiar, in the caſe of afflictions and all ſuture troubles, to 
expect ſupportation in them, benefit by them, deliverance 
out of them. He that ſpared not hisowne Sonne, how ſhall bee 
not with him alſo free gra vs all things, Rom. 8.3 25 If Teſug 
Chrift be ours, it is infinitely abſurd to feare ſlauiſtily, either 


hurt 


ods Boołe, which may ſerue as precious counter-poiſons, 
and cordials, againſt this carking venome, which haunts 


_ 
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comforts ble walking mh God. 


hurt by ill, or want of good. Hee is incomparably more 
worth then ten thouſand worlds, were they all entant. If 
thou enioyeſt then ſuch a Ie well, what a curſed van ty is it to 
torture and teare thy heart with feare of any earthly loſſe, or 
of euer being preuailed againſt by any created power ? Take 
yet more ſpirituall armour and Heroicall reſolution, againſt 
the aſſaults of this cowardly Tyrant, which doth ſo vnwor- 
chily affli the ſpirits of men, not onely with imminent ills, 
but alſo with thoſe which are not, and perhaps ſhall neuer 
be, niy ſometimes, which cannot poſſibly bee, out of thoſe 
two ſweeteſt Pfalmes, for promiſes of future protection r. 

f and 121. Eſa. 43.2. But the ſpeciall preſeruatiue 3 which at 
this time I would commend vnto you, againſt this diftruſt- 
full hearts- poyſon, may bee extracted from Chriſts owne - 


words, Mat. 5. 34. After many ftron 


, 


ments againſt thougbifulneſſe and cat | 
Doctor concludes, — | the morrow + |) | 
for the morrow ſhall take t the thingy of it ſelfe: f. 


ficient unto the day, is the cuil thergof, Whente I collect and > 

counſel, that the Chriſtian ought;inreſpeR of any torturing = 

care, or carking forecaft, to ynite and confine his thoughes, 

the workings and agitations of his ſpirit, to the managing 

of the affaires, and maſtering the miſeties ofthe preſent day. | 

The ſtrongeſt minde and beſt compoſed, is weake enough \ | 
N 


to ſuſtaine the brunt and encounter of — dayes 
Temporall troubles, or ſpirituall cemprarions; ſightings, 
without, or tetroùrs within, are the certaine portion of tbe 
Saints in this vale of teares. And what day ſo faite comes 
ouer the Chriſtians head, wherin he ſcapes Scot - free, as theg 
fay, herein? Sith therefore euery day briugs foorth forrow 
ſufficient for the exerciſe ofthe retiredſt preſence ofthe moſt 
recolleed ſpirit, and the heartieſt man ſhall haue his hand- 
full, in paſſing patiently and proſitably thoro preſent trou- 
bles, which many times fall as thieke ypon him, as one waue 

in the necke of another; what a baſe and vnworthy weake- 
neſſe is ir, to vnſit and diſable our already too weake winds, 


for a comfortable diſpatch , and digeſting of dayly vncom- - 
a fortable 
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fortable occurrents, by ſuch needleſſe, ſenceleſſe, frumtleſſe 
diſtractions, vagaties of vanity,and Vtopiaa peregrinatjons? 
As either 1. To looſe them in the endleſſe maze of imagi- 
nary afflictions: 2. Or to waſte them by vntimely wraſtling 
” With certaine euils to come: 3, Or wound them with a 
painefull remembrance of ſorrowes already paſt, For ſome. 
there are ſo over-greedie of grieving themiſelues, and tranſ- 
ported wich the tyrannicall vanity of their one mindes, that 
beſides their trouble with preſent, fained, and future miſe- 
ries, collect alſo matter of mournefulneſſe from time paſt. For 
inſtance: Thou haſt loſt thy deareſt child, which. is one of 
the extremeſt earthly croſſes, and goes neereſt the heart, but 
long ſince, ſo that if reaſons from reaſon and Religion aſ- 
{waged not the immoderation and exceſſe of thy ſorrow; 
yet time hath worne out, and wiped away thy teares, and 
made thee weary of weeping: but notwithſtanding, thy 
vaine minde will not ſuffer that griefe, which euen length of 
time hath buried long agoe, to lie quietly in the graue, but 
drawes into conſideration, and remembers for the nonce, its 
ſpeeches, fauour,pretty behauiour, and other louely circum- 
ſtances, to make thy heart bleed afreſh,and wring from thine 
eyes new torrents of teares, &c, Soueraigne therefore a- 
oa theſe Harpies and deuourers of the heart, is that coun- 
ſell of Chriff, which J haue commended er from his 
: owne mouth; ſeconded alſo by the Apoſtle, Philip. 4. 6. Be 
Ae. careful jor nothing: That is, with tearing and torturing the 
. Migapura, in 3 « 2 | | ; l 
rived ,9ugs 3 heart, with carking , thoughifulneſſe, anxiety, fretting, im- 
7727 7. l. patiencie. Doe not waſteand weaken thy minde, immode- 
ing /exce, that Vir. rately, vnſeaſonably, imaginarily, vntimelily, with diſtruſt- 
plz ante full anguiſh, penſiueneſſe, and baſe proſtitution ofthe flower 
9 and finew of thine immortall ſpirit, to fruitleſſe and endleſſe 
werdef rhe ſame impertinencies and miſcimployments; For by the way, we 
nifcetion weve muſt take notice and acknowledge , notwithſtanding what 
— i hath beene ſaid againſt carking, and other needleſſe di- 
Atque animum i + Pe . 2 
nune hue celerẽ, ſtractions and exorbitancies ↄf vaine mindes; that a mode- 
nunc duidit ilue: rate, Chriſtian, prouident care and fore · caſt, is both conue- 


8 oo gear nient, and commanded both for prouiſion of things neceſ- 
Oma vera. | | 


ſary, | 


— — — — 


comfortable walking with God, | 111 


ſary, and prevention of dangers, Bur this ĩs not diſtteſſeſull, 
but delightful, becauſe enioyned by God: See 11 Timorh. 

5-8: (For a performance of Gods Commandement, and 5 Quandomene 
the very act of Obedience with ſincerity, ſhould beger (31 Safin: 
much ſpirituall ſweetneſſe, delight, and ioy in the heart.) velintufione qua. 
And a faire, eaſie, ynangry prouidence for things need- 1 
full and time to come, ſweerned with the life of Faith, gwdio: cdmali- 
and a patient relyance ypon Gods wiſe and mereifull diſ- el e — 2 
poſing all our affaires, and their ſuccefſe, is one thing: probentur.4mbr.. 
and a reſtleſſe catking and purſuite after things vnneceſſa- 
ry, imaginary and ſometimes impoſſible}, embictered with 
r ſh feares of fained or future euils, is another. It is 
profitable alſo to gather matter from time paſt, by con- 
templation of youthfull pollutions, croſſes, and correcti- 
ons for ſinfull courſes, companions in iniquity, or any o- 
ther aꝑgrauating circumſtance, for. the 'increaſe of gods 

1y ſorrow, and hatred of ſinne. But this is ioyſull, and ea- 
ſeth the heart: for howſocuer carnall ivy and ſorrow can 
neuer conſiſt together at the ſame time; yet that · which is 
Chriftian , b ſweeily ought, and may, of what ſort ſoeuer „ pern a. 
the ſorrow+be. For firſt, cauſes ofit, from without , as re- quid viderar do- 
/proches; perſecutions, ſhame, crowne the Chriſtians head . Farc in 
with aboundance of glory, his heart with ioy, his ſoule with cirid:& in mærore 
bleſſedneſſe, 1. Per. 4.14. Acts 5.41 Marth. 3. 10. Se> — 2 
condly, if it bee inward, for ſinne and corruption, there is Oloriamur: inquit, 
great matter of mueh ĩoyꝝ for it ſweetly figuifies the ſofe- Ram. f. 3. arg. 
ning and melting of the heart; and by conſequent the pre- is Yi Bead 
fence of Gods ſauctifying Spirit. Such teares as burſt out Triebe | 
of a heart oppreſt with griefe for ſinne, are hike an Aprill lacrywis, las 
ſhowre; which though it wetalittte; yeritbegers a great 79461022. 
deale of ſweetneſſe in the herbes, flowers, and fruites of the 
earth. A great man guiltie oſhigh Treaſon, comes to the 


Blocke to looſe his head: In the very nicke, when bee is rea- 


S 


dy to lay downe his necke, a gracious Pardon is ſhewne from 
the King, whereupon he burſts out abundantly into teares, 


pringing partly from an' angry-indignation'againſt him- 
elfe 


tor his trayterous carriage towards ſo a | 
: rince, 


— c—_— 2 — 
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Prince, partly from an inexplicable ioyfull ſence of hisowne 


ſafety. It is 8 ſo, when wee mourne ſor Him 
whom wee haue pierced, and in Euangelicall repentance. 
(God hath ſo mercifully ordered all thiogs for his, that if 
they be not wanting to themſelues, they may be euer merry, 


and finde continuall matter of ceioycing : See 1. Theſ. 5. 10. 
For he well knowes what great need their poore hearts haue 


of this ioyſull affection; both to ſweeten their outward 
ſuff-rings and bitterneſſe from the world, and alſo to ſeaſon 
their ſpirituall ſacrifices and ſeruices vnto himſelfe:) And 
beſides, it is one thing, to rake with out remembrance into 
the graue of buried grieſes, for ſberpning the teeth of world- 
iy ſorrow, to eate our hearts: Another thing, to make our 
memories miniſter matter from former times, of more humi- 
liation vnder Gods mighty hand, deeper deteſtation of our 
abominable vileneſſe, and to make our hearts many and ma- 
ny a time melt againe, and bleed afreſh with comfortable 
ſoftneſſe, and godly ſorrow for youthfull ſinnes. 
VII. Prize and ply, as a moſt ſweet excellebey, and com- 
fortable perfection in Chriſtianitie, a right and religious or- 
dering of thy tongue. It is very materiall, and of fpeciall 
importance, for preſeruation both of out ward and inward 
peace. Originall corruption hath naturally put vpon euery 
mans tongue an empoyſoned fierie edge, whereby like a 
ſword in a Bedlams hand, it kils and ſlayes on all ſides, wo- 
fully wounds his owne conſcience, infects and enuenomes 
mortally the ſoules of the preſent, mangles the good names 
of the abſent with deadly malice, and ſo bathes it ſelfe re- 
morſeleſſy in continuall bloodſhed ; (for there is heart - mur- 
ther, and tongue · murther, as well as hand- murther) vntill 
the attainment of this grace, and mortifying circumciſion of 
ſuch an vnruly euill. That it may therefore neither be vnſea- 
ſonably idle, nor ſinfully exerciſed, beſides many other caue. 
ats, and conſtant atchfulneſſe, take notice of, and to heart 
and practiſe: 
I. That much and generally neglected duty of Chriſtian 
teproofe. 7182 | | 


By 


| 


— — — — 


enſonllb multi withGad. 
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By reaſon of that generall and common fellowſhip,w 
of I gaue a taſte and touch before, (of his arbitrary and inti- 
mate company, euery Chriſtian makes conſcien cer 
choyce) which thou muſt ſometimes entertaine-and-exer- 
ciſe with the men of this vvorld, except thou wilt goe our of 
the world; thou ſhalt meete now and then vpon v 
able neceſſitie, and by the exigencie of thy ealling, with men 
of intolerable conuerſation, and very us diſcourſe; 
and at vnawares, and vnwillingly fall amonꝑſt fuch compa- 
mons,as will ſweare, blaſpheme Gods Name, tale filcbily, 
ſlander the Miniſte — men; beſides ma- 
ny other ſcurrill, baſe, and prophane ſpeeches; much froth 
and folly in this kind. No in this caſe ordinarily,prophane' 


marre the mirtb, and caſt the company into dumpes of me- 
lancholy,by calling ſinne into queſtion. They loue not (as 
they ſay in theis hearts) to r vnplauſible, 
where themſelues gaine nothing, and perhaps doe no good 
to the partie. They are commonly old- excellent in rayling 
vpon, and ſlandering a good man in his abſence; but they 
ate ſtarke- naught, and no- body in reproouing a notorious 
wretch vnto his face. If they open their mouth this way, ie! 
is commonly in ieſt, in brauerie, in forme, in deriſion, for 
ſome Ones ſake in the company, who, they know, cannot en- 
dure it; or at beſt, out of a ciuill deteſtation of outragious 
villany, and furieus blaſphemies of Gods glorious Name. 
But in ſuch caſes, the Chriſtian is truely ſollicitous and zea- 
lous; very much troubled, and carefull how to frame and 
hold a ſerious, wiſe, and ſeaſonable contradiQion to the 
language of hell, which conſiſteth in oarhes, lying, ſlander- 
ing; in obſcenities, raylings,contemptuous infolencies a- 
gainſt the Miniſterie and wayes of God, defence of Poperie, 
and in ſuch rotten and Bedlam tale. Hee dares not many 
times in ſuch company, for his heart hold his peace, left 
thereby he be guiltie in ſome degree. 1. Ofthe parties go» 
ing on in ſinne. 2. Of betraying Gods glory, by a coward- 


ly and vnchriſtian ſilence: and 3. For feate of wounding his 
| I owne 
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men meddle not} They hold it a point of preciſeneſſe to 


f 


x, 


K 


1 Z 
- 
* 1 


— — 


1 
4 
» 


—— 
1 


— — 


\ 


Kent 1917. 


Nad. 2 i. 1,1 2. 


owne conſcience; The omiſſion of the diſcharge of this du- 
tie, will ſomtimen very much vexe the conſcience, and grieue 
the heart of the true · hearted Profeſſour 5 when hee is depar- 
ted the place, and conſiders that by bis baſeneſſe and frailty 
he hath failed in ſo holy a dutie, and beene faint- hearted in 
W oy 639 b 3 8 8 

For this kinde of reproouing then, and ſuch cenſuting of 
the words and workes of darkencfſe che Chriftianis — to 
bee cenſured too cenſorious and preciſe. Conſcience, cha- 
ritie, and Gods Commandement calles and cries vpon him 
for the performance of this needfull dutie; whenſoeuer vn- 
auoydable neceſſitie, or the exigencie of a warrantable cal- 
ling ſhall have caſt him vpon prophane wretches, and impri- 
ſoned him for the while amongſt fellowes of lewd diſcourſe 
and graceleſſe carriage, Except they bee Dogs, or Swine: 
Chriſt himſelfe hath commanded, that Pearles and holy 
things ſhall not bee caſt away vpon ſuch. Gius yee not, 
faith hee, that which is holy vm Dogs, neither caſt yee your 
Pearles before Swine, Matth.7.6.. See alſo, Prou.g.8. and 

rde ground ofthis Commandement of Chriſt, I take to 

be two-fold: | | 

1. Adeare, compaſſionate, and tender-hearted care of 
God, euen ouer the temporall lives of his children. Beſides 
the glorious Miniſtery, and continuall guard of the bleſſed 
Angels for their preſeruation, that they hurt not their foote 
againſt a ſtoneʒhis own alſo All-ſceing & All-pittying Eye, 
doth euer graciouſly watch ouer them, to keepe them as 


x 


dearely. as the Apple of his one Eye; and therefore hee 


ſorbids them to caſt themſelues deſperately into the mouth 


ofa barking Dogge, or vpon the paw of a reuengefull and 


blood-thufty Lyon: that is, he would not haue his child to 
vouchſaſe ſo much as a reproofe to any blaſphemous wreech; 
or r 0 Swaggerer, that would furiouſly flie in Nike 
for offering him a Peatrle. 

2. An holy iealouſie ouer the glory and Maieſtie of his 
oyne bleſſed Word, It is chat hol 
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againſt the Miviftery of the Word; let that man receive no 
comfortorbenefic by the Word of Life. If hee will needs, 
let him toare till; ſwagger, be drunke; deſpaire, die, and be 
damned. Ee 5 
| Porcos verd, in | 2. By Swine, are meant thoſe ſortiſh ſcurrill wretches, 
ker cam Who doeſcornefully and contemptuouſly trample vnder 


| ſane omnes huiu 
modi doctrinà 

[ pronunciauit ine 
dignos, Idem, ibi 


\ 
1 


- Seclfa. 3. 19. & 
et. 3.34. 


7 57 5 
Bi | ine there are, as it were both in praiſe and 
ptofeſſion; who befides their hating to bee reformed, and 
obſſinate reſolution not to forgoe their preſent pleaſures, or 
ſorſeke their former wayes, are alſo poſſeſſed with a ſpirit of 
ſcoffing. Theſe are rather wild Boares: for with à furious 


neſſe, and Epicuriſme, and hate to be reformed; who wilful- 


foote all holy infirucions, reproofes, admonitions, tendred 
vnto them out of the Word of Trum. 


1. Some of theſe are Swine, as it were, only in practiſe: they 


do not ſay, much, or keepe any great grunting againſt good 
men; bac they feed vnſatiably, though ſilently, vpom the 
droſſe and filth of ſenſuall pleaſures and carnall eontent- 
ments: and ifat any time a Pearle bee eaſt in their way; 

meane, a ſeaſonable reproofe miniſtred vnto them, they 


trample it in the mire, and with a bruitiſn baſeneſſe tread it 


% 


vader foote; becauſe indeed they hate to be reformed, and 
are ſottiſhly and ſtubbomly reſolued, not to exchange theſe 


worldly pleaſures which they haue in preſent poſſeſſion and 


purſuite, for the glory of an hundred heauens, which Prea- 


» . 
* 


chers ſo much talke of, but they cannot taſte of, or tell when 


2. Other Sw 


and Giant-like inſolency and outrage, they prouoke, and 
challenge the mighty Lord of heauen, about 
Iudgements and Promiſes, making a mocke of them. 


Let all ſenſuall and Swiniſh wretches confider this, and 


tilmble; who with inne full greedineſſe feed ypon eatthli. 


ly wallow in the mud and filth of vaniſhing pleaſures , and 
will not be waſhed; who many and many times come vnto, 


continue at, and depart from the houſe of God, with a ſettled - 


purpoſe and reſolution not to ſuffer their hearts to bee ma- 


faſhions, 


truth of his 


Kered by the power of the Miniſtery, or to change their old 


ofortable walking with God... 


m . 


ta. wo 6... 
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faſhions, ſay the Preacher wharhe will z but co line, and end 


their dayes, in their ordinary former courſes of 

and nond-fellowſhip. They may reade —— 
vengeance that dogs them at the heeles, Pſalm. 5350.21, 23. 
rſed alſo is the condition of all you that are ſcoffers at 
godlineſſe and good men. You haue wearied your ſelues ſo 
long in walking and ſtanding in wicked wayes, that you are 
not ſer downe at reſt inthe chaire of ſcorners. And there 
fore all choſe that Rand on the Louis fide , are commanded 
by Chriſt, chere to leaue you in your damned caſe, and to diſ- 
quiet you no further. And what an horrible depth of ſpiri- 
tuall miſery is this; That yourunne fariouſly towards the 


. ‚—‚— OE vr 
call and cry vnto you, to tell you, that the fiery Lake is a little 


we haue thus much li — proper 
ties of 22 delineate thoſe fel- 


lows,to whom, by Chrifts commandement, Peatles and _ 
— — and reproofes are not to be vouehſaſeq; 


| times how to behaue 


to e Dogs — not; when vpon ſome vn- 
Seiser by cheexigencyol their Calling, they 


rophane wretches, whoſe ordinary talke is the language of 
Hell oathes, ſcurrill jeſts, ieſting vpon the holy conuerſati- 


of ſineeritie, and ſuch other baſe, Durie. 
But I do not ſee, how any conſtant rules, or immurable 


direction can be giuen for Chriflian carriage in this caſe; it 
4 rcumſtai 


is ſo variable, and clathed with fuch yarietie of circu 
ces, and canſtancy of alterations. The aduice which Twould 
give in this point to the Chriſtian, is this: when he is per- 
plent, what to do in tkis regard amongſt company; 
let him conſule with theſe boſame c leurs, lookevymo 
his ſpirituall wiſedome; to his heart ; and to his conſcience. 
Theſe muſt hee his guides, * 2 

„ 2 ey 


ilingly,aad ynawares plunged into the company of 


on ofthe Saint: ſlandering good men, thewayes 
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they are counſcliors euer at hand, he carries the in his boſom. 
1. His ſpirituall wiſedome is to guide him in a right 
apprehenfion and diſcretion of circumſtances, and to d& 
fine the opportunitie and ſeaſonableneſſe, when hee is to 
interpoſe, and in what manner to oppoſe againſt their furi- 
ous and rotten ſpeeches. It muſt tell him ſeeretly, and ſug- 
geſt vnto him,whenthe cauſe of God, or the innocency of a 
good man calls ſpecially vpon bim for an apologie, andat 
what time he hath a calling thereunto. It muſt informe him 
how he muſt reprooue: whether directly and dovne· right, 
or by intimation, and indirectiy; whether perſonally, or in 
the generall; whether in a faire and milder manner, or wih a 
more bold and reſolute ſpirit; whether preſently vpon it, 
and in hot blood, as it were, or afterward to take occaſion 
to cenſure the ſame ſinne, with aggrauation of the odjouſnes 
and damnation of itz whether only by diſcountenance or diſ- 
courſeʒby a ſilentdiſapplauſe, which Ithiok,may be ſufficient 
for ſome men, at ſome times, in ſome companies, or withſa: 
lemne proteſtation, & a profeſſed oppoſition and diſlike, xc. 
2. Let him alſo looke to his heart: That his reproofe ſpring 
not from any imperious humour of cenſuring, and medling 
with, his brethren; from a proud veine of contradifting; 
and controlling others; out of aStoical ſowreneſſe,and cem. 
manding ſut line ſſeʒ ſtom any purpoſe todifgrace;and grieu 
the partieʒfroma formall affectation of Phatiſaieall everity 
from a ſecret ambitious defire-ofpurchafing/an opimon and 
teputation of forwardneſſe, b being forward: in finding 
faults; or from aoy other by. r heart truly. 
humbled with fight and ſence of its owne infirmities, xea 
louſly thankfull vnto God for preſeruing him from the like 
outrage, and exceſſẽ in fine; graciouſly teſolued into com- 
paſſion and commiſeration of the offender; lifted vp in a ſe- 
cret ſupplication for the pardon of its owne ſine; ſucteſſe of 
the reprooſe, and ſaluation of the party all at once vnto the 
3 · His conſcience muſt guide, and hold himinthe right | 
pan, and golden meane betweene two extremes; which 
1 45 ordi- 


— 


— inchelecoſes] wendrovery! apt to emed eee 
faint-hearced filence, and — 

1. Men mabytimes, by reaſon of a finfull irrefolnion? 
and vnchriſtian cowardlineffe, would gladly make #1} ſuen 
offenders, Dogs and Swine; that thereby they might chal- 
lenge the priviledge of exemption from the diſeharge of 
chat Chriſtian dutie of reproofe, Though their cares be fil. 
lod with the oathes and blaſphemies a choſe that are about 
chem and grated ypon with graceleſſe raylings againſt good 
nts of the wayes of God; yet nw 
their mouth; as though there could bee any no- 
bler oblect, or exerciſe of their beſt eloquence, and greateſt 
courage, chen the iuſt defence of Gods glory, and Chriſtians 
- Oh! cheſe are vile cowards in good cauſes, and 
a kind of traitors to the ſtate of Chriftianitie, By ſuch fell . 
filence, they labour to-purchaſe a name of No-meddlersin 0» 
cher mens matters; of mercifull men to their Brethrens in- 
firmiries; ofptaufible companions; of wiſer and more mo- 
derce Chriſtians, But lecthem-know,that ſuch No-medling 
ts a kind of ſoule-murthering ; ſuch mereifulneffe is erueltie; 
ſuch plauſibleneſſe is pernicious; ſuch wiſedome is not that 
of the Serpent, commended by Chriſt ; but the wilyneſſe of 
that great red Dragon; ſ geſted by Hell. | 

Nay, ſome men are ſoWWngely lewd and graceleſſe, that 

theycanhenre, , 8nd digeſt i patience and ſilence, Aon 
dat 


and rotten ſpeeches. of their ſeruants, and 
their a ſonnes; without any contradiQtion, — voy + In * Andic Glios bat. 


men, and foule dif 
neuer 


their owne families, ſome , perhaps, haps, ſweare, others talke fil: Pester Kr Ci 
hl fowe ral eie ne ot bers ieſt v pon the fin- ane, quodRex 
cerit ie of che Saints, &c.and yer the wicked Gourvrs yes Ne — — 


princi 10 to poruirſuſticere, 


neuer a word. But in this poine op parole 
counſel Chriftians;I meddlĩe not at this tune with ſuc Sys- —— 


gogues of Satan, and dennes of Atheiſts. - miamin Deum 

2. Some others it may be, but they re not neere fowa- — 
ny, may runne into the other extreme, and out ofa ſpiritu- i - 
all foole-hardincfle; as it were, and furious zeale, with an 
yh and vn warrantable 1 flie in * 


14 


—— 


— 
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of ſome deſperate Swaggerer,with an vndigeſted and vnſea-: 
ſonable _—_ whereby they both — the guile of: 
giving an holy thing vnto « Dog, and vnneceſſary danger 
Fom the graceleſſe fury of che Partie. Or elſe for want of 
ſpirituall wiſedome, and an holy diſcretioa of circumſtances; 
may tender an admonition to ſome ſuch contemptuous 
ſwiniſn wretch, which will paſſe ouer, and put by the preci- 
ous ſeuerity of the Word of Truth with a ſcurrill ieftzor with. 
dull, and ſcornefull fornſhneſſe trample vaderfocte that 
lacred Pearle. ; 
Though it be no conſtant chars der of Dogs and Swine, 
yet commonly thoſe deſperate wrerehes,to who by Chriſt s 
commandement we muſt giveno holy things, are fellowes of 
dogged, ſowreand contracted countenances, eſpecially to- 
wards true-Chriſtians;and haue a kinde of deſperate furjouſ- 
neſſe impreſſed yponrheir foreheads, whichis then moſt vi- 
fable, when they are croſt in their villanies, and hearc of any- 
contradiction, or condemnation of their gracele ſſe courſes 
and contemptuous carriages. And choſe Swinifſh Ga- 
raus, before whom we muſt caſt no Prarles, are fellowes of a 
ering, gibiog and ſcornefull carriage, eſpecially cowards 
good men, end godly exerciſes : they are fo drowned in ſen- 
ualicie, and glued to the earth; ghar they doe not onely de- 


ſpiſe, but alſo deride the 4 of Heaven. As I take 
it, ſen ſualitie, und carthly mindedneſſe, mingled with a great | 


dealeof Atheiſme, begetieth in men this ſottiſh ſwiniſhneſſe, 
2nd brutiſh contempt ofthe bleſſings of Grace, and dire» | 
ons to everlaſting blifie. : 
Theſe premonitions and eaugions premiſed, and obſerued, 
mery Chriſtian ought to addreſſe himſe lſe with reſolution, 
and conſcience to diſcharge this Chriſtian duty of reproo- 
uing. when a iuſt occaGon, and a calling thereunto doe re- 
quire and exact it at his hands. For theſe reaſons: 


Firſt, in zeſpect ofthe parry offending, . 2 
1. A ſeaſonable rcproofe, mingled and ſanctified with 
the ſpirit of invocation and compeſhon, may, by the bleſſing 


of God, be anoccafion- of conucrfiontothe offender. And 


let 


comfortable walking with God. 


let bin know, cher he which — the faner from the — 


erreny of bis way ; ſhell ſame a ſexier from death, and ſhall hide 


. And iris the mot glorious worke 


in the World,and the nobleft i ——— 


peel a 
dutie. Therels a —.— 234 


belpe him-epagete: — more deare and precious 
in our cies ſhould the immortall ſoule of our Brother bexhen 
the Aﬀe ot our enemie? If we muſt turne backe the ſtraying 
Oxe of our enemie, and lift vp his Aﬀe,when he iscruſht vna 
der his burden; wich what eagerneſſe and zcale ought wee 
to labour, to flop the furious courſe of a reaſonable creature 
cowards che pit of Hell; and to put out helping hand to 
riiſe vp chat filly foule,which by reaſon of the heauy weighe 

— is full ſorely bruiſed and bleeding, ready euen to 
— x lat, and — the miſery of endleſſe hore 


rour? Speakethen boldly in the cauſe of God, when thou 


heareſt thy brother blaſpheme 
rallte fihily,raile againft holines, flander good — | 


for ane peſtimes , &c. for they are ſo many mortall 
—— befides the naturall inſecti - 


ouſneſſe of rexren ſpeeches, which raey doe much maſchicte 
to the ſtanders by, The owgh e prune oc at 
the prefeneryer — and wore 

my have efrerward vpon his hard beart, whereby. 
b and of 
eonnerfion to God; ed forton bra blcfſed infiremene of ; 


ſauing a ſoule. 


2. Ber ific reve gente tepyy a fveceſſe vpn his ſoule, 
yet iemay be, thou mayeſt thereby tame andrakedowne his 


: . fo cm his combe by s ſea{onsbleconradiction, 
hat he doe not curry it away bravely;: fo-cooke and eon · 
found his ſwaggering humour / Gnhegorare gloryis bis 


villany, 


his Name, ieft with his Word, | 


— 


Fron. 10%. 


Iude 23. 


himſelfe in his 


* 
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puld him out of the fire, & gaueſt him one call to haue ſtayed; 
him in the furious and wilfull purſuit of his owne damnation, 
But becauſc he ſtill hated to be reformed; becauſe yarictie of 
meanes for his amendment , made him more malicious, and 
obſtinate in his owne wayes; and that contradiction, and 
counſell to the contrary inflamed, and ſet on ſire the luſiſull 
viciouſneſſe of his corrupt nature, to hunt more greedily after 
forbidden pleaſures; therefore I ſay, bee — and 
more fearefully aſhamed,” and confounded at that great and 
fearefull Day: and the moe occaſions he hath had of his oon- 
uerſion, the iuſter cauſe then will he ſee of his deſerued con- 
fuſion; and by conſequent more glory will accrew ynto the 
glorious Tribunall of Gods Iuſtice. ec a n 
Secondly, in ſuch caſes the Chriſtian mult ſpeake in re- 
ſpeR of himſelfe- 1: fo: oi e ene Ad 
1. When the aire. is impoyſoned with any infeRious 
vapour, men-yſe to fill their ſenſe, with ſome Pomander, 
er other ſweete perfumo, and ſo they may declaime 
neyſom 


« I 23 
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wv 
R - 


were, of a ſeaſonable reproofe ſhould 


and to preſerue in heat and life, a freſhand ſtrong oppoſition 


2. Silence at ſuch a time will ſeeme to bewray either thy 
cowardlineſſe in the cauſe of God; 1 ſy in thy pro- 
feſſion. For it will — that thou w 
ſhew offtandiog on the Lords fide, and profeſſeſt thy ſelfe to 
bee a party iu that glorious Communion of Saints, ſnouldſt 
heare the name of God prophaned in a baſe and blaſphe- 
mous manner , and the innocency ſometimes of a good man 
carfiedin triumph by the ſlanderous tongues of wretches, 
and trampled vpon, as it were, euen vnto duſt, by the feete 
of pride and malice; and yet neuer open thy mouth. As 
thou therefore deſireſt to pre ſerue — | 
an reputation entire and ſhining, a 


uen, 2 Proctor in his Spirituall Cauſes, and the protector 
of the good names of good men; be euer ready to _ thy 
mouth, when a:iuſt apologie in any, of theſe 


3. thy conſcience be inlightened, awake, tender, and 
ee aſter the o- 


rightly informed, it will (mite; and checke ch 


miſſion of ſuch a duty; when afterwards thou conſidereſt 
with chy ſelle, that by chy cowardly & vnſeaſonable ſilence, 
thy ſouleũs entangled in the guiltineſſe, and hath incurred an 
accountableneſſe forthat ſinne. As thou then wouldeſt keepe 


all in quiet at home in thiveawne boſome, 8nd (ill poſſeſſe 
the paradiſe of a peaceful heart, ſuffer not blaſphemies, ob- 


ſceniries, raylings, and other ſuch ribald, and rotten talle 


paſſe vncenſured, and vnſorrowed for. Nay, and in ſo do- 
ing, beſides the vnualuable comſort of a peacefull conſei- 

ence. thou ſhalt allo purchaſe vnto thine heart a ſound teſti- 
'  monyofchat-gracious tender - beattedneſſe, which is wont 


noyſomneſſe of the ſmell , and repell the contagious inſinu- 
ation : ſo when any prophane wretch hath let fall any rouen 
ſpeech, the Cliriſtian wich a preſent counter - poyſon as it 


henſion, leſt any baſer infection inſinuate, — 
of che heatt and affections to all ſuch lewdnes and currility. 


hich makeſt 


of thy Chriſti- 
d ir thy crowne - 


and honour to bee Champion vnto the mighty Lord of hea- 


reſpects is 


o 


—_— 


to melt, andrefoluc the hearts of Gods children ĩuto came 
paſſion and commiſeration in ſuch caſes nnd which they vſe 
to expteſſe, and exerciſe euen towards the lewdeſt wretch- 
es, and ſuch as haue 3 the ſpirituall miſcries of 
their owne poore and 1 ſoul See t. Sam, 15. . 
2nd 16. 1. ler. 9.1. — jew made Luk 
19.41,42,8c. It was t geed , and damned voyce of 
— 2 curſed ¶ un, to ſay, Am I wy — But 
euery true and tender- hearted Chriſtian doth grieue to ſee 
ſo many of his brerhren ſticke faſt in the clutches of that to- 
ring Lyon, and betweene the teeth of that Red Dragon; 
d therefote labours by all meanes hee can, to reſcue then 
to ſee fo many about him runne as faſt and ſurious es they 
can,to drewnethemfclues in the pit of endleſſe perditiong 
and therefore as occaſion ſerues, cals and cryes vnto them 
to ſtay their courſe, before the helliſh Gulfe of confuſion 
and horrour hath ſhut her mouth vpon them 
Thirdly, in reſpect of thoſe which be preſent. 
t. By thy ſpeaking in ſuch a caſe, thou mayeſt lay, as it 
were, the ſpirit of profaneneſſe for that time; ſo that it doe 
not rage, and ouex. rule in the reſt, as other wviſe it would. For 
wee may ſometimes obſerue, that a ſenſonable reprovfe pal 
ſing from a man of vnderſtanding, with reſolution and au- 
dhority, vpon a fellow tharſd behaves himfclie as though 
ſwearing were his profeſſion, and traducing the Saints, his 
Trade, doth ſo queli and confound the ſwaggering humour 
of the reſt of the ſame ctue in the company, that they ane 
quite put out of their humour, 28 they ſay, perhaps hang 
done their heads all the while, and thinke in their hearts, it 
once they get out, they will come no more amongſt ſuch 
preciſe fellowes which earmot abide an oath; or here they 
cannot haue their fling and forth in their profane villanies 
and curſed teuelling. ee drun 
2. Thou ms” , hereby holdin the weake , that they be 
3. Thou mayeſt hold vp the hearts of Rronger Chriſtie 
ans, that they be not gtieued and caſt dovme with the do- 


mineering 


0 


comfortable wal king with Cod. 


Satans Reuellers. 
Fourthly, in reſpect of G en 
1. That, though the dayes wherein we liue, be ſtrange ly 
prophane, and * naught; for this old age of the 
world is peſtred with all the pollutions, and abominations, 
which the courſe and current of all former ages haue con- 
ueied and carried into it; though iniquity mightily abound 
with much tyranny and triumph, and fearefully preuaile in all 
places; yet I ſay, that it may appeare, that God hath ſome 
to ſpeake for Him, That ch Satan, more is the pitty, 
hath innumerable ſwarmes of knights of the Poſt, as they 
ſay, thatare ready ara becke to doe him any deſperate ſer- 
uice; yet, notwithſtanding heere & there God hath a Cham» 
pion, who feareleſſe of the face of man, dare with an vn- 
daunted and holy reſolution, defend His wayes, and ſtand 
on His fide. at LS 6&1 's 5 * 41 
2. But aboue all, let that tri charge from Gods owne 


* 


mouth, (= Leuit. 19.17. Tho ſpalt not hate thy brother in thine * Tenul · hune lo- 


heart : thou (batt in au wal rebuke thy neighbour, and not cum a<cipit de 
ſuffer ſinus vpon him: ) fright and fire every one of ys our of o4.Tudeis hie = 


our ſinfull ſilence and cowardlineſſe this way, and keene <9:4-£45.4.comr 
vs with reſolution and forwardneſſe, to a ſeaſonable di. 
charge of this holy duty. ee 
Tale notice of a three · fold duty, which lies vpon euery 
Chriftianin his carriage towards men in their preſence, and 
before their faces: 1. Chriſtian admonition : 2. Chriſtian 
reproofe : 3. Chriſtian ſilence, and forbearance: in ſuch 


caſes.” > *** come eff 
1. Ira brother bee ouertaken with a fault, or ſome leſſe 


offence, we are to admoniſh him in the ſpirit of mee keneſſe, 
b Gal. 6. 1. : < $57 ON neee | : d Non agit ibi de 


8 eo / 4 SV 27 4 Wa - 
2. If hee offend —ͤ — freely: to re- —— — 


\ 


' prooue him: not to ſuffer finne to reſt ypon him, dum, ſed defrarri- 
proouec him; and n 2 Wn PLE ay ot] 


Ln. e nam I ,noe ad\ 05 a3p0m: 88 
wp > iflicebeaſonne of Belial, a ſcoffing Iſumaci, a dog, 9 


or a ſnineʒ wee are commanded hy Chi to ſay ogy! 7810 
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Mat. 7. Iz 2: 
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Generall directions for a 


Matth. 7.6. Neither private admonicion, nor brotherly re- 
proofe is to be vouchſafed to deſperate ſinners or ptophane 
Ruffians, who wouldentertaine it with erueltie or {curri- 
litic. n | 
II. Obſerue a ſanctiſied filence; from 

I. Raſh cenſuring, which is ſeuerely cenſured by Chriſt 
Himſelfe, and ſet as a viſible Brand vpon the face of the Hye 
pocrite. Let it euet bee * pecuiſh 7 of thoſe 
Who are naught, and moſt obnoxious themſeſues; of Pha- 
riſes and falſe- hearts, to bee the greateſt finde · faults; vncha- 
ritably to entertaine cauſleſſe diſconceits, and to paſſe taſh 
cenſures againſt choſe, who are farre better then themſelues. 
Which they will ordinarily doe: becauſe, -- - 

1. They were neuer truely humbled with ſight and ſence 
of their owne ſinfull and accurſed ſtate. They neuer trem- 
bled, nor were thorowly frighted with the wrathfull coun- 
tenance of God, for their infinite pollutions and prouoca- 
tions of the eyes of his glory. Their conſciences were ne- 
ner awaked out of their dead ſenſuall ſleepe, by the Trumpet 
of the Law, nor receiued any ſpeciall and particular illumi- 
nation from the ſanctifying Spirit. In a word, they haue no 
terrour, no trouble, no worke or buſineſſe at home about 
their ownefinnes, in their owne conſciences, and therefore 
they haue leaſure enough to looke about them, and are full 
enough of ſinfull curioſitie, and vnneceſſarie medling, to pry 
and enquire into other mens courſes and carriages; of malice 
and ſpiteſulneſſe, co miſtake and miſinterpret; of pride and 
peremptotineſſe, to proclaime many times with great noiſe, 
and ſelfe- applauſe, their owne idle malignant forgeries and 
fancies, for faults of thoſe, who are much more righteous thẽ 
they. When they looke forward, ot an) wayes s them, 
they are very ſharpe-fighted into the faſhions and failings 


.. of others ; moſt exact in obſeruing their neiglibours wayes; 

Eagle- eyed, to pierce beyond the Moone; to ſpy the leaſt 
monte in the Sun, I meanc, the ſmalleſt infirmity in the moſt 
glorious Saint: Nay, they are of ſuch a refined and ſublima- 
ted eye · ſight, that they can diſeerne ſome errours and exor- 


bitancies, 


— — 
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bitancies, eſpeclally in Profeſſours of Religion, which neuer 
had any exiſtence. But when they ſhould reflect vpon them- 
ſelues and turne their eyes to contemplate and conſider their 
owne corruptions, there lyes a great beame of hypocriſie 
betweene them and themſeluesʒ ſo that they cannot poſſibly 
fee ſo much, as thoſe nuge mountaines of manycrying ſinnes, 
which full heauily preſſe downe their owne ſoules towards 
hell; thoſe vnn 
remorſleſſy within their owne hoſomes. 
2. It is a 
and confidently to impute finnes vnto others, which 
are groſſy predominant in themſelues; that thereby they 
might purchaſe an opinion of a ſuppoſed innocencie, and 
freedome from the like faults. For when they cry out with 
eat noiſe and clamour vpon other men, they thinke they 
ill the cry, and ſtop the mouth of their owne ſinnes; and 
labour to ſaſten a perſwaſion vpon their owne hearts, that 
fich they, with ſuch confidence, and bold faces reprooue and 
cenſure others, others will not, out of the congruity of a 
charitable ingenuouſneſſe thinke them ſo ſhameleſſe, as to 
bee iuſtly liable to the ſame imputations ; except ſome few 
wiſer, and more iudicious Chriſtians, who are able by ſpi- 
rituall experience, to diſcouer the depths and myſteries of 
their hypocriſie; and for ſuch they care not much: for in 
point of reputation, they tely moſt vpon the common ſort, 
and greater part. 
3. It is the natural) humour of an hypocrite, to bee ſu- 
cilious and cenſorious. Pride is no where more naturally 
red, ſo proudly ſeated, and highly enthronod, as in his heart. 
And therefore it is his common practiſe to hunt after eſti- 
r I and diſabling others. Sich hee wants 
worth in himſelfe, he labours to ſhine by darkening others, 
miſconcciuing that euery detraction from other mens repu- 
tations, is an addition to his owne. 
4. They hold it a point and proofe of forwardnefle, to 
be forward in oe As though the flame of an holy 
reale were enkindled in any mans heart, onelyto gue * 
| But, 


ted ſwarmes of beaſtly luſts whichrage 
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ght, for the diſcouery of other mens finnes, and not as  ſa- 


cred fire,to burne vp the noyſome luſts which boyle in his 
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Thus, and vpon ſuch grounds as theſe, it is the hatefull 
propertie of Hypocrites and ſelfe· guiltie ones; and a com- 
mon marke of their cruell ſeuetitie, to wade deepely into the 
ſearch and cenſure of other mens wayes, and to gore verie 
bloodily into the conſciences of others, whereas they neuer 
purged their owne. But true zeale euer caſts thefirſt ſtone 
at a mans ſelfe, and plucks the beame out of his owne eye, 
that he may better diſcerne and dra the mote out of ana- 


| thexs eye: I meane, a ſincere heart is euer malt cenſotious 


and ſcuere againſt it ſelfe; moſt ſearching into, and ſenſible 


of its owne ſinnes; prying with ſpeciall curioſitie and inqui- 


ſitiueneſſe, into the endleſſe maze of its owne wicked wind. 
ings and depths of guile. Though it heartily and vnfained- 


ly deteſt all fine in whomſocuer; yet its owne iviquitias and 


pollutions Ricke cloſeſt; and goe neereſt, and heget in it a 
more particular and extraordinary impreſſion of remorſe 
and loathing. The reaſon is, it harh truly taſted the terrors of 
a wounded conſcience, been ſcorcked with the ſecret ſence 
of Gods angry face, and formerly full ſorely cruſher vnder 
the moſt grieuous burthen of innumerable ſinnes. It.knowes 
right well, by wofull experience, what hitterneſſe of ſpirit, 
and anguiſh of ſoule ſprings naturally from the retired ſur- 

Hm alous tranſgreſſions in cold blood. It feeles from 
time to time, deadneſſe of heart, leſſening of graces, loſſe of 
comfort to enſue vpon euery groſſe relapſe, or willing fall. 
It findes too often, to its much griefe, that if ic foſter and 
nuzzle in it ſelfe any ſenſuall corruption or ſecret luſt, the 
Lord will not heare its prayers. It is full well acquainted 
with the vnualuable preciouſneſſe of a peacefull conſcience 
and Gods fauourable countenance, which it cannot poſſibly 
enioy, if it lie delightfully in any one ſinne againſt ies know- 
ledge; &c. This being the experience, exerciſe, and conſti- 
tution of an vpright heart; it is moſt angry and diſpleaſed 
with, moſt Eagle-cyde and watchfull ouer, moſt ſtrict and 


ſeuere 
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I 
ſeuere J its owne finnes, Which home- 
happily hinders and moderates a man from too much med. 
ling abroad. This world of worke within, about his owne 
ſoule; in diſcovering, oppoling, and mortiſying his owne 
vnruly luſts and rebellions, ties R being ſo bu- 
fe in cenfuring other mens faults.. As therefore thou woul. 
2ſt have cene teflinionie-of — owne finnes to 
heart, and of hauing beene ſincerely humbled vnder Gods 
mighty hand thy ſelſe, keepe a conſtant and narrow watch 
AE es bevery * in ſpeaking the euill which -— 

— iudge no man raſhiy, out of ſpleene, 
1 


de,preiudice,Phariſziſme, 8c. or of his 
finall ace, For Tall cum Conuerts and mortified men 
aut curt- 


deſire, and labour to be very charitable, mercifull and ſea- = 
ſonable iu their cenſures, Conſciouſnefſe of their owe cor- — 
ruptions, males chemeotmpalionkgrrowinds 'otheroinchis | 

Obie. Yau, þ but will ſome ay, howſoeveryou put ĩt 
vpon prophane men and hypocrites; it is _ ey ke 
your Proſeſſours are theonely ſhrewd cenſurers, 
full, and _— . mens faults, — 8 

alloccafion; ever to ſen 
A emſelues, 3 
ſect, as they — ( And io mutho way toheduen Kiled Atta, 
manga yeere agoe. 

Aluſwer. This L grant; — — 
— — and therein he diſcouers him- 
ſelle to be a true hypocrite: for with much bitterneſſe and 
malice hee cenſures ſinoere · heated men, to be cenſorious, 
— vnconſeionable Cricickenndeen= 

ons 0 am6agithis companions; Gut bfu 
pang of itnperĩous choler, and implacable hatred to hot- 
— condemnes for Coumterfelts, withdut all ground, or 
— edge 
ted: pafles 
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Noli eſſe alieng * 
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10244 defirine, 
called them Hype- 


on thoſe, whom the Higheſt Tribunall doth mercifully ac. 
„ COD HOTTIE PTD EDTS 25526 8 
5 To illighten a little, and rectifie thy judgement in this 
point of private iudging; conceiue with me 
1. Fiſt, that all iudging and cenſuting is not cenfurable 
and condemned: But that, when a man with an euill minde 
judgeth amiſſe and vncharitably of others for ſome euill 
end. We may iudge the tree by his fruit. If wee ſees fellow 
conſtant and incorrigible in his lewd rebellious courſes, 
euidently infamous for rotten fruits, hanging out in the open 
fight of the Sunne; as drunkenneſſe, fwearing, vſury,whore. 
dome, perſecuting the power of godlineſſe, ſcoffing Reli- 
| eee ee &c. Wee may, leauing his final! 
doome to the Searcher of all hearts, iudge and cenſure him 
for the preſent to be Gods enemy, and in a moſt wretched 
eſtate. But in ſuch caſes, beſides iuſt cauſe, be ſure of a war- 
rantable calling, conſcionable end, and no beame in thine 
diy, let vs take notice of ſome differences be- 


2. Secon 


ee eweene thetrue Profeſſours, and prophane mans cenſuring. 


Matth. 23.1, 2, 
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. It differs, jinreſpeA, oo a 97 11 
1. Of the Obiect. The principall aime and obiect of 
nall mens cruell diſconceits, and bittereſt cenſures, is the 

zealous Profeſſour. Dogged they are enough many times a. 

mongſt themſelues, about worldly affaires, and malicioufly 
enter ·teate one another like wild beaſts; mutuall brawlings 

about earxthly thirigs,wrongs; encrochments, vaderminings, 
cooꝛening, ouer reaching, ambitious contentions, &c. 

their hearts with much gall and greedineſſe of reuenge, their 
mouthes wich mutusll barking at and byting one another. 
ut to the people of God, in their Bedlam firs, they ate: not 
only Dogs, bat euen enraged Deuils, and ſwell ivich the very 
venome of Hell, the overflowing whereof doth-drowne all 
riuate diſcords. Herod & Pilate behaued themſelues before, 
like ewo angry Maſtiues one againſt another; but when op- 
Portunitie was offered, they purſued Chriſt withrecoriciled 
« malice, and vnited forces. Put vp an hate before two Gre 


hounds, 
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wilbliue S Ieſus, muſt looke for the ſame por- 
ame perſecution amongſt che men of this world 
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hounds ſnarling about a bone, and they will both doy 

concurre in the purſuire of that hartmeleſſe-beaſty Tris juſt 
ſo with graceleſſe men againſt Gods Child : arid euer the 
more forward he is in the nurrem may, the more furiouſly is 
he perſecuted by the ſpite of tongues. The moſt reſolute for 
Gods glory, and in good cauſes, is ordinarily moſt rayled a- 
gainſt, and reuiled. The foule ſpirit of good-fellowſhip, as 
they call it, is ſtill foaming out Sean Sd. chĩefeſt Fauou- 
rites, the fouleſt cenſures: That they are hypocrites, humo- 
riſtyfactioniſts, traitors, peſtilent fellowys, and all that naught 
is. Dewid was ſo charged by Saul and his Courtiers: /eremire 
by v4 69 tm Nobles : the godly [ewes by Hamas: Nay, 
Chriſt himſelfe by the Scriberand Phariſes :* Paul by Tere 
tullus: the Primikine Chriſtians by the Heathens:andall that 


tion, the | 
euen to be moſt vile, and contempt 


ible in their conceits and 


Satan himſelfe' excepred, which is more maliciouſly ſet a- 

in and cenſured, then good men. Neither ſhould any 
aue ſo bad a name as they, could the helliſhmiſts of viru - 
lent tongues obſcure and Raine the glory of their reputati - 
on. If ſentence ſhould paſſe vpon the godly at that laſt and 
great Day, according to the verditt of them that are not 
friends or parties, wee ſnould certainly all be caſt and con- 
demned, not a man freed and acquit. But bleſſed be God, 
the Searcher of all hearts, the Almightie Protectour of all 
innõcencie, who to the ſhame and confuſion of all ſpirefull 
oppoſites, will witneſſefor vs at that higheſt Tribunall; 
and then at the furtheſt before men and Angels, will bring 


forth our righteouſneſſe as the light , and aur inagements as 


the Noone-day. Oh that I had ſome to heare me ! ſaith Jab: 


Behold my ſigue that the eAlmightie wil witneſſe for mee + 


though mine aduerſaries ſhould write 4 booke againſt mee, 
&c. And iu this itching humour of miſ-cenſuring the fer- 
uants of God, che wicked ate ſo wilfull and eager, that 
rather cken they will want matter, they will moſt — 
* K 2 an 
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conſtructton. There is no creature that euer God made, no- 
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and vnworthily fnacch it from the enuenomed tongue of a 
Tale · benrerʒ from the ſlanderous ſolly of ſome ſeurriſ lefier, 
the frothy n Ale- hon ſe- haunter, 
nay father then faile, forge it out of a ſuſpicious ſelfe · guilti- 
neſſe in their owne prophane fancies, and ſuck it, as they ſay, 
out of their owne eee, ler them know, that when a ſon 
; of Brlial cenſores a fincere Proſtſſor, it is as if the darkeſt 
: naoke in Hell ſhould finde fault wich the Moone, chat great 
Light of Heauen, for thoſe little ſpots in her face, whereas 
otherwiſe ſhee is a faire and goodly creature: as if the moſh 
loathſome dunghill ſhould challenge the faireſt garden for 

vnſaudurineſſa, becauſe there is here and there a weedamidſt 


_ 


i varietie of other ſrgramt flo wersras if a worthleſſe lumpe of 
6 droſſe ſhould cen ſure 1 gold, ſos mantpf a graine 
f or two in weight: as if a fellow almoſt eaten yp wich the fil- 


> Velu 6aliqus thy French diſeaſe, ſhould cry out of the danger of a gro- 
pe, A be Ague in another. For in this cafe, het * ag yet is no. 
medical thing but an acturſed luinpe of finne and luſt, damiis tion and 

Fans quldemeg. hell, ſoades with cenſorious lyes that happy ſoule, wWbichin 
d red the fountaine of Chriſts meritorious blood, is made farre 
exignum in dul whiter then the Snow in nn lenge _- 9 — 
_ eorports ſul hate (ft ie ſheepe comming vp from waſhing, mough ſome ſpots 
© Tom. Chryſeſs.bom. and e it, While it 
ig aud. „ et dwels in an houſe of fleſh, and tabernacle of clay. 
But now on the other fide, the ordinarie obiect of the 
Chriſtians Cenfure, is according to Chriſts rule: thoſe trees 
which diſcouer themſelues to be ſtark naught, by the rotten 
fruits, which hang vpon them in the ſight of the Sunne. And 
yet that alſo mult bee ſeaſoned with charitie, diſcretion, ſea. 
ſonableneſſe, freedome from ſpleene, humour, paſſion, per- 

ſonall hatred, inſolencie, or any other exotbitant diſtemper. 

Thoſe profe ſſours prooue too oſten, eithet vtterly vnſound, 

or not ſo thorowly humbled, who vnmercifully inſult ei- 

ther ouer the damnable eſtate of thoſe which are without, 
| or vncharitably blaze abroad the infirmities and failings of 
the brethren, which they ought to conceale; and as . 

fallenerh a ſalue vpon any ſore part of the body, and then ca- 
1 - | vers. 
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uers it; ſo to apply a plaiſter of a gentle and milde reproofe, 
that it may ory heale,and the World be never the wiſer. 
Ordinarily, ſo farre as ſome men are fierce, boyſterous, and 
maſter- like in ſearching our, cenſuring, and ſecret inſulting 
ouer the falls, fraileties, difference from them in ſome indiffc> 
rent things, of their fellow Chriſtians; ſo much many times 
come they ſhort in mortification, holy wiſedome, humility, 
ſelfe-· deniall, faithfulneſſe in their Callings, Bcc. and that of 
thoſe, perhaps, whom they ſo imperiouſly diſable and vn- 
der- value. Commonly,too bufie-bodies this way, are either 
dangerouſly proud, or ſinfully politike: proud, and therefore 
endeuour to raiſe their owne, vpon the ruines of other Chri- 
ſtians reputation, better then themſelues: or politike; for, 
themſelues being cenſurable for ſome groſſer infirmities, ot | 
ſcandalous walking, they labour cunningly to find anſwers» 8 
ble errours in more noted Profeſſours, that themſe lues may 
goe more vnnoted. 
2. In reſpect of the order. The true Chriſtian euer 
caſts the firſt ſtone at himſelfe, and firft,the beame out of his 
ovyne eye; chat is, begins with himſelſe, ſeatcheth his owne 
heart, rips vp and ranſacks his owne conſcience, cenſures his 
owne wayes, condemnes and crucifies his owne cotrupti- 
ons, and abandons all his knowne ſinnes; and then hee may 
with a more comfortable calling, Matth. 7.5. with more ſin- 
ceritie and ſucceſſe cenſure others. But hypocrites , and a Noo generaliter 
thoſe who hate to bee reformed, firſt begin with others, are | 
moſt prying into other mens carriages, peruſing other mens ri 
lives, thirſtily hunting after, perhaps, by the helpe of many 5 
dogged ſpies, and fawning Spaniels, the falls and faults eſpe- ied hispt 
cially of Profeſſors; (for there is the kindly triumph: ) euer © 
tampering and medling with their motes; but haue neuer i#qumeris,alios 
any leaſute or pleaſure to looke into their owne rotten Festus ia 
— — rebellious courſes, The reaſon — — — ro prior 
may be this: Euery godly man, together wi power of ce ben 
grace, puts on an 1207 baſſifulneſſe, an ingenuous modeſtie; — 2 | 
that hee would bee fouly aſhamed, and could not with nx; 
face charge others with thoſe crimes, which he ſhould allow 
K 3 in 
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in himſelfe. Bur hypocrites weare maskes, vizorsand who- 


* 


riſh foreheads; they will hardly bluſh, or be aſhamed at any 


| beaftly carriage, eſpecially bringing in pleaſure or profit; 


much leſſe for ſeeming holy by their Hrictaeſſe and ſeuerity 
againſt other mens faults, though as full of lewdnefle and luſt 
chemſelues, as the skin will hold. How often may wee heare 


imperious Phariſes mangle and martyr a good mans good 


Toh. . 10 and 8. 
48. 52. and 10.20. 


Coloſl. 2. 9. 


Ter. 38.4. 


Mals eſt mentis, 
mali moris,affin- 
gere mihi mores 
ex tuis. 

Mali aſios de ſuo 
eſtimant ingenio. 


name, for ſome leſſer infirmitie, who neuer learnd to mourne 
for, or mortifie any one of thoſe many groſſe corruptions , 
and ſecret villanies, which reigne in themſclues? 

3. Inreſpect of the manner. Selfe-guilty Phariſes are 
woont peremptorily to. paſſe their raſh cenſures vpon the 
more righteous then themſelues, with much malice, pride, 
ſcornefulneſſe, and prophane inſultation: but the ſeaſonable 
cenſures of truely humbled Chriſtians, ought euer to bee 
mingled with much mercifulneſſe, commiſeration, ſenſible- 
neſſe of their owne infirmities, and loue. 

4. In reſpect of euidence and truth. Prophane mens 
cenſures of Gods ſeruants are many times not onely ground- 
leſſe, cauſeleſſe & falſe; but alſo prodigiouſſy abſurd, and vt- 
terly impoſſible, without any ſhadow or ſhow at all of like- 
lihood. The enemies to Chriſts miniſtry confidently cenſu- 
red him to haue a Devill, in whom notwithſtanding the ful- 
neſſe of the God- head dwelt bodily. Tertullus iudged Paul 
to be a peſtilent fellow, when he was the moſt precious man 
vpon earth. Eljah was accounted a troubler of Iſrael ; who 
was in truth the yery Charrets and horſemen ofthe ſame. 
The Princes ſuggeſted to the King, that Jeremy was atraitor 


to the State; from which he was ſo farre, that hee defired his 


head to be turned into waters, and his eyes into ſprings of 


teares, that hee might * day and night for the deſolati- 


ons of it. Proportionable for monſtrouſneſſe of falſhood, are 
many and many cenſures paſſed ypon Profeſſors at this day. 
Oppoſites to the power of godlineſſe are ſo impudently per- 
uerſe, that they commonly cut conditions vnto others, out 
of the curſed corruptions of their owne rotten hearts. 


But now on the other ſide, Gods people muſt be very care- 
full 


FO 
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full and tender, what conceits they entertaine, and what cen- 
ſures they paſſe vpon others, They are bound by the Lawes 
of divine loue, to conceiue and ſpeakethe belt ofeuery one, 
vntill his words, ordinarie carriage, open prophaneneſſe, and 


fruits of the fleſh,clearely conulnce the contrary; to conſtrue 


and interpret all things in the better part, ſo farre, as they 


may with a good conſcience, without preiudice to the truth, 


or impeachment of Gods glory. They ought to bee ſo farre 


from greedy apprehenſion of imaginarie matter, or violent 


wreſting of mens words, actions and behauiour to the worſt 
ſence; that if matters be but probable, poyzd with equall cir- 
cumſtances, and with even weight of reaſons interpretable 
both wayes, they are euer to ſuffer their conceits and cen- 


ſures to be carried the more charitable way. They ought to 


be ſo farre from cenſuring others without ground, truth and 
proofe ; (which is the ordinariepractiſe of moſt men) that 


they ſhould neuer ſpeake the ill they too certainly know by 
their brethren, but with fearefulneſſe, as it were, and ſome 


kinde of enforcement, 
! 5. In reſpect of the end. The ends why Phariſes and 


Good-fellowes, as they call them, entertaine many ground- 
leſſe diſconceits, and thereupon exerciſe ſuch cenſoriouſneſſe 


againſt holy men, areſuchas theſe: 
1. To binde yp their bleeding ſoules in the meane time 


With a palliate cure, as they call ic; to procure ſome tempo- 


rarie eaſe to their hearts, againſt the checks and bitings of 
their guilty conſciences. For when conſideration in cold 
blood of their impenitent courſes, and of their certaine wal- 


king in the broad way, by reaſon of their own ſenſuall liber · 


tie, and much company, doth ſting them with remorſe, they 


haue recourſe to the ill opinions they haue conceiued of the 


beſt men; and thereupon thinke within themſelues, and 
take occaſion to ſay vnto others; What need we take theſe 
things ſo much to heart, or trouble our thoughts with neceſ- 


ſitie of more ſtrictneſſe? Are not thoſe, who goe for the god- 
lieſt, and are accounted the prime Profeſſors, ſuch and ſuch 


men? Haue not they alſo their infirmities and follies, though 
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they guild them oner with goodly ſhowes, andpretence of 
o? Hereupon they ſomewhat aſſwage the ſecret ſlauiſh 
ſmart of their now and then wounded conſciences, and walk 
more merrily towards their eternall perdition. For a ſettled 
diſconceite of a Chriſtian harboured and applauded, is a 
ſtrong naile to faſten an vnregenerate man to his owne 
wayes, and a mighty barre to keepehim out of a graciqus 
ſtate. Senſualiſts are ſo ſtrangely bewirtched by Satan, that 
hee firſt cauſeth them to forge in their owne braines, or taxe 
vp from a ſpitefull tongue, ſome lying tale of a good man, 
and then aftet makes ir his meaneg to keepe them with ſecu- 
ritie and contentment in the kingdome of darkneffe, and to 
ſtand in euerlaſting oppofition to the wayes of ſincerity, and 
ſaluation of their ſoules. * 

2. To make, by an affected liberty and ſeueritie in cenſu- 
ring others, the maskes of their owne hypocriſie, lefle mark- 
able. For by their fained triumphs, and imperious inſultatĩ · 
ons in this kinde, efpecially vpon freſh newes of fome Pro. 
feſſours ſcandalous fall, they would haue the by - ſtanders to 
conceiue, that howſocuer they bee not ſo preciſe and for- 
ward, or make ſo great a ſhow as others; yet they are fully as 
honeſt men as they, and may, perhaps, ſtep into heauen be- 
fore them. e 

3. To wreake their ſpite ypon the children of Light; 
who are euer eye-fores and heart · ſores to all forrs of ſinners, 
. Hee, meaning the righteous man, (faith the Author of the 
Booke of Wiſdome, though Apocryphal, yet ancient) grie« 
wons wnto vs, euen to beheld: for hit liſe is 1 lite other mene, 
bis wayes are of another faſtion. And it angers them at the very 
heart roote to confider, that whereas, they hope, and hold 
tchemſelues ſufficiently qualified for Heauen; yet the rĩghte 
ous mans forwardneſſe, zeale and liuing of another faſhion, 
if ingenuoufneffe diſpell the miſt of preiudice, clearely re- 
monfſtrates to their owne conſciences, and proclaimes aloud 
to all fpiritually ynderftanding men, that in truth, and ypon 
tryall, they are in the ſtate of wretchedneffe, and of the fa 
rally of Hell. Hereopon it is, chat they labour might and 
maine, 
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maine, with many diſgracefull cenſures, to dimmethe glory 
of his goodneſſe; and, if it were poſſible, by publiſhing their 
owne malicious ſurmiſes, others ſlanderaus tales, or ſpiteſul- 
ly aggrauated frailties, to pull him baelte, at leaſt, in opinion 
of their fauoutites and dependants, to the ſame meaſure of 
infirmities, and pitch of impietie with themſelues. 

But now the ends, which humble Chriftians propoſe vn- 
to themſelues of iuſt diffikes, and feaſonable cenſures of vn. 
ſanctified men, are briefly ſuch as theſe: 

x, To preſerue their thoughts innocent from acceſſari- 
neſſe to ſinne, by a ſeeret inuifible allowance of it in other 
men; and their tongues from cowardly ſilence, when they 
haue a calling to diigrace it. 

2. Left a Knaue goe for an honeſt man, and hypocrites 
deceiue true- hearted r 4 

Leſt the r of Chtiſtianitie, wherein Gods glory 
Is highty ;nterefſed,ſuſſer,and be vnderualued. For inftance: 
Thou heareft ſometimes a fellow notoriouſly branded with 
ſome infamous ſinne, yet ſo ſpoken of by ſome dawbers with 
yntemperate morter, or atleaſt by ignorant worldlings, as 
though his preſent condition were tolerable towards God, 
and hopefull in reſpect of ſaluation, by reaſon of ſome other 
good parts, for which they praiſe him : In this caſe,if the vn- 
derftanding Chriſtian hold his peace, the by- ſtanders may be 
ſo farre ſcandalized and miſtake; as to conce iue and collect, 
that a man may 
your; that the 


man, to carry aw 
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moſt peſtilent and palpable, and other groſſe kindes of this 
very foule ſinne: ( for ſo it is indeed, howſoeuer to a camall 
eye looking vpon it, painted with the colours of common- 
neſſe and Elke loue, thoro the falſe glaſſe of theſe corrupt 
times, it appeares not ſo ougly. The very Caſuiſts and 
Schoolemen,none of the preciſeſt Diuines, I am ſure, doe de- 
ſeruedly vilifie it with a brand of hainouſneſſe, farre aboue 
theft; as they may well, both for a eue breach of loue, pre- 
ciouſneſſe of obiect, vnrecompenſableneſſe of loſſe, difficul- 
tie of reſtitution, concurrence of many ſinnes, conſequence 
of much ill, & c) I ſay, I will bee heere ſilent of the groſſer 


ſorts of flander, becauſe of them, Gods children are for the 


moſt part more eaſily ſenſible, and ordinarily watchfull: but 
let mee a little aduiſe and awake thee to further inſpection 
of the preſent point, leſt ſometimes euen in telling the truth, 
thou bee intangled in the briars of this baſe ſinne, and iuſtly 
incurre the fault of a falſe accuſer, which thou maiſt many 
wayes : (For detraction, to ſpeake Logically, doth not for- 
mally conſiſt in the diminution of the truth, but in the deni- 
gration of a mans good name.) 1. By diſcouering ſecret 
infirmities, which loue, that couereth a multitude of ſinnes, 
would haue concealed. It is a baſe ambition, and moſt vn- 
worthy the noble magnanimitie of a Chriftian heart, to 
hunt after, and purchaſe an opinion of precedencie in gra- 


ces, and zeale, by the diſgrace of another, perhaps eue- 


ry way, ſaue onely in the cenſurers owne ouer- weening 
conceit, better and more worthy then himſelfe. When thou 
heareſt a man worthily magnified, for eminencie of parts 
and ſpirituall worth, bee it farre from thee, or any that 
euer tooke ſinne truely to heart, to come in with a But; 
onely becauſe out of a pang, or rather predominancy of pri- 
uie pride, thou wouldeſt gladly bee noted for a None. ſuch, 


and paſſe for the marchlefle Profeſſour. Let it euer bee the 


property and veine of vaine- glorious Phariſes, to raiſe their 
reputations, and ſometimes themſelues, but with execrable 
villany , vpon the imaginary ruines of good mens innocen- 
cies; and to hold euery inſolent detraction from other mens 

ſufficiencies, 
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ſufficiencies, an addition to their one. 2. By drawing out 
of other mens words, actions, and behauiours, vpon the ſuſ- 
picious racke of a buſie wit, aimes, inſinuations, and inten- 
tions, which the Author neuer dreamed on: and by fathering 
ypon them ſuch enforced ſiniſter ſences, and wrefted croo- 
ed conſtructions, which an ingenuous impartiallExpoſi- 
tour could neuer poſſibly extract. It is the eaſieſt thing of a 
thouſand, for a malicious minde, to ſoile the glory of the 
draueſt and moſt beautifull actions, with ill and wrong in- 
terpretations and ſurmiſes of By- ends. ( For the pride of a 
mans owne diſdainefull nature, and the deuill himſelfe, are 
ready mid-wiues at fueh monſtrous conceptions and baſtard 
births.) There is ſome truth in that hyperbolicall ſpeech 
of him, who ſaid ;' Let any manpreſent mee with the moſt ex- 
| eollent and blameleſſe action, and I mill oppoſe it with fifty vici- 
ons and bad intentions, all which ſhall carry a face of lthehhood, 
Vpon this very point, Tribunals of Iuſtice, which hold more 
ypon policy than piety,eſpecially of priuate ſpleene embitter 
their Iudiciary power againſt the party, too often ſtrangely 
blinde the common peoples eyes, and doe a great deale of 
wrong. A wicked wit, and wide conſcience, mounted on 
horſebacke amongſt a number of Princes, walking like ſer- 
uants vpon the ground (the Epidemicall diſeaſe of theſe 
worſt and moſt vlcerous times) vpon this aduantage, many 
times worke a world of reuengefull villany. But howſo- 
euer it bee eaſie, and too ordinarie, for blacke tongues to 
blaſt and ſtaine by wreſting and wier- drawing the beauty 
of the beſt actions, with malicious miſconſtructions 78 


is villanous and baſe, To let lawes of diuine loue alone; 


euen the light of Reaſon led wiſe men to this reſolution, as 


appeares by their rules of Law ; That in doubtſuil things, we * Semperin do- 
nora 
a ſunt, — 


miſt euer pitch vpon the more fauourabis conſtruction. Wee 


end 


preferen 


are to beſo farre from a greedy hunting after a ſpitefull miſ- de diner Reg tu- 


interpretation of mens ſpeeches, and violent wreſting of 
their actions and carriage to the worſtſence; that if matters 


be but probable, poized with equal circumſtances, and with ai, 
euen waight of reaſons interpretable both wayes, wee are dutins, hi0. 


euer 
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euer to ſuffer our once wo . to be Wy che mote 
charitable way. 3. By adding vnto the truth, or detrating 
from it, or indermiing falle adulterate Gloſſes, or ſome ira. 
pertinent Parextbefis of a mans one. Chriſts falſe accuſers 
were deepely and damuably faulty this way. And in this 
kinde, many, who are their Crafts-meRters, as they ſay, in 
malice, will firſt of all give good men in their abſence their 
due and deſerued attributions , with many magnificent and 
plauſible ſpeeches ; * but afterward atthe cloze, premiſing 


face, as, Iam very ſorry to heare it: I wonld it were otherwiſe , 


come in with a But, ſteept in very gall and vineger, which 


bites moſt bicterly,and cuts like the ſharpeſt razour. As thus: 
A man of very good parts, great worth, extraordinary en- 
dowments; But ſomething proud. Hee is one, that is very 
wellreformed of late, of much knowledge, and growne mar- 


thus they ſpeake, not out of any lone vnto the party, impar- 
tialitie of cenſure, or chat the imputation is true: but out of 
a cunning tricke, to bring their owne credit to their owne 
doore ; a peruerſe humour of meaſuring another by their 


 ownefoote ; an envious impatiencie of being ſurpaſſed in 


any ſufficiencies; or rather than all this, from a baſe, an irre- 
gular and dung-hill deſire of having the beſt men, eſpecially 
every forward Profeſſour, branded with one notorious Bu 


or another. For hypocrites, and enemies to Gods grace, 


would, rather then their lives, haue the liues of all Gods peo- 
ple Rained with ſome groſſe ſinne. Rather then faile, they 
will faſten vpon them many a lewd flander that way, ham- 
mered onely vpon the forge of falſhood, and by the mid- 


vwifery of malice in their owncrafty pates; or broched vpon 


an Ale- bench, or ſnatcht from the diſtempered tongue of 
ſome pedling Tell-Tale, whence they may upply themſelues 
with imaginary matter, both of inſolencie, and triumph a. 
gainſt forwardneſſe and zeale, and alſo nouriſh a Phaxiſai- 
call 3 jon, that howſocuer there may bee a profeſſion, 
and ſhowes to the — ER ETD 

urable 
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ſurable —— 4-Byrelating all the eruth,the whole a — 
much, a and nothing but the truth: but bj either witha e ma- Se 
| licious _ heart towards the partie; or in a con- "il 
temptuous, | 


ll, and inſulting manner; or to a lewd n 
end, and vpon purpoſe to bring into hatred and diſeſtimati- b Doeg played rhe 


on; or ſome way or other, without any warrantable and 27 f 22 
comfortable calling ti rn e 1 theſe weak 
Heere therefore it will be feaſonable, for help and direQi- © 7% mf ſeal 


on againſt this more plauſible, but alſo peſtilent kinde of zphec4 rg. 
2 g, to tell you, that telling the cuill that is true of 
another, in his abſence, doth brand you with the guilt and 
ſtaine of Back- biters, ſaue in ſuch caſes as theſes 
1. Firſt, of profit, and good to the partie abſent, For in- 
ſtance; Thou informeſt thy friend of a third man; telling 
him, that hee begins to breake out into bad courſes, ill com- 
penie, infamous haunts and hovſes ; and ſo prot to a 
more p̃articular and punctuall diſcbuerle of his lewd pranits 
and exorbitant catriage: but all this purpoſely for the bene- 
firof the partie. And therefore thou intreateſt thy preſent 
friend, that he would/incerpoſe,ingage,and improoue the vt 
moſt of that power amd intereſt which he hath in his affecti- 
ons, dependance, or ſome neerer relation, for hisreclaiming 
and amendment, * $ 

2. Of expediencie for him that heareth: when he is any 
way in danger of iniurieor infection, from the cunning, or 
corruption of the partie ſpoken of. For inftance : Thou dif- 
cerneſt and obſerueſt ſomeſlie, ſmooth companion, vnder a 
eloake of Profeſſion, and formall colour of conformitie to the 
beſt things, to inſinuate into liking and acceptation with 
thine vſuſpeRing Chriſtian friend: whereuponthou fore- 
ſeeſt, chat if hee goe on without notice and diſcouerie, and 
get once within him; a thouſand to one, at bee will 
either cunningly prey vpon him, or curſedly betray him. 
Now in this caſe, thou maiſt lawfully hay outſuch a counters 
feit in his colours, and for prevention of the miſchiefe which 
6. 929012 vpon ſucha dangerous infinuarion, diſcloſe vn- 


fricnd bis hollowneſſe and halting and that _ 
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and knauerie which he guilds ouer in the meane time, with a 
vaile of ſeeming, and verniſn of hypoctiſie; but is woont, 
when once hee hath attained his end, or acted his villany, to 
throw away his vizor. For ſuch fellowes there are abroad in 
the world, who purpoſely mixe and ioyne themſelues with 
Gods children, hang vpon, and adhere vnto true Chriſtians, 


as men from whom by reaſon of the ſingleneſſe of their 


hearts, and charitable vnſuſpiciouſneſſe, they may either di- 
tectly or by accident ſucke out the greateſt aduantage. 
3. Of neceſſitie for him which ſpeaketh: That hee may 
be preſerued from guiltineſſe and acceſſatineſſe to the finne, 
which by ſilence and ſaying nothing, hee ſhould incurre and 
bring vpon himſelfe. Forinftance : There comes to thy no- 
tice ſome notorious villanies , which concealement and im- 
punitie would mightily animate, and eaſily tranſport to fur- 
ther exceſſe and outrage ; but ſeaſonable aduertiſement gi- 
uen to authoritie, as to a Magiſtrate, Miniſter, Tutor, Father, 
Maſter, Gouernour of Family, might bee a meanes to cut the 
knot and heart of ſuch curſed good- fellow ſhip, 2nd ſtay the 
torrent of that ſcandalous inſolencie: In this caſe, thou haſt 
a calling to reueale, informe, and implore ſuperiour aſſiſt- 
ance for ſuppreſſion of ſinne. Aud therefore thoſe of the 
houſe of Che did well to certific Paul, of the diſorders and 
diſſentions amongſt the Corinthians: And Pauls lifters 
ſonne, to acquaint the chiefe Captaine, with that deuillich 
lot of deſperate conſpiratours againſt Paul. Otherwiſe, 
boch thou and they, by cowardly and cruell ſilence in ſuch 
caſes, might in ſome ſort, iuſtly incurre the guilt and ac- 


countableneſſe euen for other meas ſinnes ſo yabappily con- 


cealed. 0 | 

4. Fourthly, when a ſeaſonable, warrantable oocaſion is 

giuen thereby, of perſorming ſome Chriſtian duty. as 
1. Of inſtruction, and fore warning to others; thus, 
or in the like manner: Thou haſta friend, whom thou ſeeſt, 
and feareſt is entring a licencious courſe, which at length is 
like to breed his conſuſion : Wnereupon thou telleſt him, 
chat ſuch or ſuch a map, uſt as he begins; from ä 
| e 
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the Word, profanation of the Sabbath, diſobedience to Pa- 
rents, fell fearefullyintoa deſperate knot of lewd compani- 
ons, then to Alehouſe hanting, after, do gaming, at laſt, to the 
gallowes: and therefore thou aduiſeſt him to take heed in 
time: to let ſuch wofull precedents of ſinne and ſhame Rand 
Rill in his eye, to ſtay him from breaking his necke at the 
bottome of the ſame ſtaires: ſor if he continue the reines hut 
a while longer vpon the necke of his rebellious nature, and 
fill hold on ſo deſperately with ſuch wilde colta, the deuils 
Dromedatiesto the fame exceſſęof riot, hee ſhall ſinde no 
more powet in himſelfe to ftay, vntill from che height of fin, 
he fall into the bottome of hell, then a man hauing begunne 
to run down the ſteepeſt hill, can ſtop before he comes at the 
bottome. He that layes his foundation with fire worke, muſt 
look in che endto be blowne vp: he that premiſes prophane- 
neſſe and rebellion, ſhall bee ſure to conclude incur 
and confuſion. n erz 

2. Of praiſing God for the ruine, and rooting out 
of ſome implacable impenitent ® perſecutor; thus, or in the 2 Nondefune Be- 
like anner: A remarkeable vengeance hath ſeized vpon — — 
ſuch a ſeornefull caytife, who hath been a perpetuall bl tempore, quando 
Goade in the ſides af the Saints alt his life long. Vpon whi _ 
occaſion thou diſcouereſt vnto thy friend many paſſages 
plots of his cruelty and hate _—_ the Kingdome of Chriſt gauge n 
and his precious people, and that purpoſely co miniſter mat Chriſto,perſece- | 
ter alſo vnto others, of more heartily magnifying the glo- — 7 nn 

rie of Gods iuſtice; which at. length hath 8 ſtrooke ſecurionem,noa 

downe Antiochus with an incurable; and inui 


plague; Cid ing. 
enten vp Herod with vermine; made Paſbur a terrour to his is Hl 
friends ; Zedekiabto run from chamber to chamber to hide 
himſelfe. For you muſt know, that the hearts and tongues 
of all good men, and friendsto.theGoſpell, are wooneto be 
killed with much glorious. ioy, and heartieft _—_ of praiſe, 
at the downefall of euery dogged oppoſite; when the re- 
ing hand of God, not without ſpeciall terror, hach tum- 
bledfrem the top of malice and ptide, any Antichriſtian and 
enraged enemy · So the Icyyeafeaſted, after Hamer was bane 


ged. 
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the power of Godlineſſe; they may entreate the Lord, if —— 
they belong vnto him, to bumbi in their places, and 

ive them tepemance: but if hee purpoſe to giue them ouer 

ally to a Reprobate minde, and to the impetuous rage of 
their owne cruell diſpoſitions, to cut them off, and vtte rly 
confound them, that they bee no longer a burden to the 
Church, and vexation to his people. 3. Abſtractiuelyzagainſt 
their extreme oppreſſions, and malicious plots, Bel 1. ang» 
8 at all _ their e e So Damid, 2. Sam. 15. 21% "$19 
O Lord, I pray thee, turne the connſell of Achitophel into foos 
liſhn: ſſe. 4 | 4 . 
Ot thus: Thou obſerueſt ſome one to haue contidu ek 
long a worthy and noted Proſeſſour, but now vnhappilỹx 
begins to fall off from his former forwardneſſe, to gross 
flacke and negligent in Family duties, cold and coward- 
ly in good cauſes, heartleſſe, and hanging downe the head 
in godly company; to diſ· regard, and vnderprize the po- 
erfull meanes ; to entertaine but ordinarie affections, if not 
ſome kinde of ſtrangeneſſe towards other Profeſſours, eſpe- 
cially of greater eminencie and acceptation for their grace 
to ſuffer immoderate imployment and entanglement in tu 
world to waſte his heauenly-mindednefſe ; ſo that in aal 4- 
likeli hood God will ſhortly = him over vnto ſomeſcan= oo 
dalous fall, as a puniſhment of his back-fliding: whereupon -. 
thou diſcouereſt vnto thy Chriſtian friends his declining 
ſtate, onely chat they may ioyne with thee inprayer, that Too 
the Lord would bee pleaſed to ſtay bim in time, and re-eftas 
bliſh him in his firſt loue; leſt by his further falling, the cre- 18 
dit of the Goſpell alſo recciue a bruize and blemiſh, pro- 
ſeſſion bee ill ſpoken of, and the enemies of ſinceritie blaſ- 
04-202: 7 | 1] 

. Of vindicating the power and truth of Religion 


from che miſtakings of Ignorants, and Vnder-prizers. Thus, 


— 


om th 
or in the like manner 3 Thou art in company where chau 


hearcHt a meere ciuill man, or aformall Profeflor ar the beſt, 


hom the Church neuer diſcovered, or acknowledged. rg 


bee any of Hers,and thy ſelfe canſt auerte out of chy certaine 
ANC © L | particular 


” —— 
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particular knowledge, that hee neuer ſet himſelfe to ſeeke 
God wich any conſcience or conſtancie; but is vtterly vnac- 
ainted wich the myſterie of godlineſſe, family-cxerciſes, 
Anek festen of the Sabbaths, contributions to the Saints, 
exerciſes of mortification, ſelfe- deniall: I ſay, Thou heareft 
ſuch a man commended for his Religion, forwardneſſe, and 
the feare of God which commendation, if hee carry away 


without contradiction, the reſt of the company may be ve- 


ry greedy to e ſuch a ptecedent, and reſolue not 
to paſſe his Piech of profeſſion, as vnaccompanied with fuch 
paine and preciſeneſſe; and yet approoued by wile and vn. 


derſtanding men, as hopefull and comfortable. Now in this 
caſe, ie may concerne thee, but with as much wiſdome, diſ- 


eretion, and charitie as thou canſt poſſibly, to diſroabe ſuch 
a fellow of his vndeſerued attributions, and the reputation 
of that holineſſe which he neuer had; left both the By. ſtan- 


ders bee hartened to come ſnhore of Heauen, and the power 
of Chriſtianitie bee diſparaged by an ignorant and hurtſull 


vnder- ualuation. | | 
3. Thirdly, bee ſilent from all vnſauoury communica» 
Linguam babes, tion; as lying, ſwearing, prophane, fooliſh, filthy a ieſting; 


deres verde, {fling ont of Soiprure, mocking and making Gods peo- 


ſed ve Deo gra- ple as * CMnſrhe at Feaſts, merry meetings, and curſed con- 


6807 Exif. uenticles of Good · fellow ſhip; and ſuch other rotten, ribald 


ed Epheſ.cap.5. and Bedlam talke: which,becauſe they are the knowne and 
2 proper language of che ſonnes of Belial, che dung, froth, and 
damned euaporations of drunken wits; Chriſtians, whom 
alone I labour to direct in this poynt, are not in ſuch danger 
of, and therefore J haue nothing to doe with them at this 
time. Y 
III. Pray for, and practiſe an holy and diſereete dex- 
teritie, to diavrt and draw from prophane and wicked, 
or too much worldly and ordinarie talke, to more ſauoury 
conference, and heavenly diſcourſe. Me thinks, it is great 
17 N Profeſſours {bould euer meete without ſome talke 
their meeting in heauen; or of the bleſſed meanes and 
wayes that leade thereumto, before they part; Vet many 
i | times, 


be.” os © 


comfortable walking with G od. 


times, (ſuch a deadneſſe and dampe of zeale, and heauenly- 
mindedneſſe, haunts euen the holieſt hearts in theſe * 
Talke 


pie dayes of ſecuritie and forme) worldly matters, 

of others, or ſome more remarkeable accidents and af- 
faires abroad, ſpeculatiue curioſities , ſome ceremoniall yn- 
ſeaſonable controuerſies, or other ſuch like impertinencies 


inone kinde or other, take vp and ingroſſe, euen from Gods 


children, too much of many golden ſeaſons, which might 

reciouſly ſerue, by their mutuall diuing with more Chri- 
lan edifying diſcourſe into the great myſterie of godlineſſe, 
and walkes of Chriſtianitie, to nouriſh and increaſe a- 
mongſt them much ſpirituall warmth, comfort, and reſo. 
lution againſt all vngodly oppoſitions, and to build vp one 
another in their moſt holy Faith, acquaintance with 
temptations, experimentall knowledge , more comforta- 
ble walking with God, &c. To confront this common 
miſchiefe and Mar-conference at Chriftian meetings, come 
ynto them prepared, as I aduiſed before; page 86, 87. 
Bur if the company bee contrary-minded, and vn-in- 


ured to the language of Canaan, exerciſe and interpoſe all 
thy wit, courage, authoritie, and eloquence, to draw them 


from the dunghill of rotten talke; and by a wiſe plauſible 
diuerſion, and modeſtly ouer-ruling tranſition, carry the cur- 
rent of their preſent diſcourſe, all thou canſt, towards ſome 
Heauenly good, and ſpirituall end. 1. To which end, ob- 
ſerue, and apprehend all opportunities and occurrences, 
which may miniſter matter of digreſſion into diuise talke; 
and acquaint thy ſelfe with the Arte of abſtracting ſacred 
inſtructions from the booke of the Creatures and buſineſſes 
in hand. It was the praRiſe of our bleſſed Sauiour: Vpon 
mention of bread, Matth. 16. hee preſt vpon his Diſciples, 
a diſſwaſion from the Leauen of the Phariſes: whenhe ob- 
ſerued, Iohn 6. a number of people to throng about him 
for more miraculous bread, hee digreſſed into a moſt hea- 
uenly diſcqurſc of the food of life. Vpon occaſion of drinke 
being denied him by the Samaritaue woman, Iobn 4. hee 
forgetting his wearineſſe, hunger and thirſt, labours to al- 
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lure hey to the well head of euerlaſling happineſſe. 1. Haue 


euer ina teadineſſe ſome common heads, of more ſtirring 


— 


and quickening motiues to minde heauenly things: as the 
curſed condition of our naturall ſtate, the incomparable 


ſweetneſſe of Chriſtian wayes, the vanity and vexations of all 


3 
a ada 
5 


earthly things, the vncertainty and miſeries of this ſhort life, 
the euerlaſtingneſſe of our ſecond ſtate in another world, the 
ſudden executions of Gods frerce wrath ypon ſome nototi - 
ous ones even in this life,eſpecially thoſe, which are freſheſt 
in memory, and latelieſt done;the terrors of death, the dread- 
fulneſſe of that laſt and great Day drawing on apace, the 
horrors of a damned ſoule, &c. Mention of theſe things, ma- 
ny times will ſtrike full cold to the heart of the moſt ſwag- 
gering and ſenſuall Belſtax car, the moſt raging and roa- 
ring companions, and driuethe moſt confident and domi- 
neering worldling into his dumps. Talke then of theſe ter- 
rible things, may by Gods bleſſing prepare and: ſoften 
ſometimes the hardeſt hearts for ſome thoughts of remorſe; 
and more heauenly impreſſions. 3. But aboue all, get into 
thine own heart an habit of heauenly- mindedneſſe by much 
exerciſe, entercourſe, and acquaintance with God, in pow- 
ring out of thy ſoule euer and anon before him, in renuing 
— recouering thy peace, and comfortable acceſſe ynto 
him vpon euery fall and checke of conſcience, in often con- 
templation and foretaſte of the inexplicable ſweetneſſe, glo- 
ric, and eternitie of thoſe Manſions aboue; in diuing into 
the ſecrets of his Kingdome by the helpe of humbleneſſe 
and godiy feare; vpon the moſt ſweet and ſoule. fatting 
dayes of humiliation, mortifying viſitations of troubled and 
afflicted conſciences, often conferences with humbleſt and 
beſt experienced Chriſtians, &c. By priuate imployment-of 
thy ſoule in ſolemne reflections vpon it ſelfe ; fruitfully re- 
counting with whar-yarietie of traines it was long detained 
in the ſtate of darkneſſe; with what delayes and tergiuerſa- 
tions, lets and aſlaults it met in its way to light; hat bit- 
terneſfe and terrors it paſſed thorow in the pangs of its news 
Birch ;. the tentations incident to its infancie in grace, pro- 


greſle 


a _ 


— 
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* 


greſſe and growth in ſeuerall graces, and the whole body of 


Chriftianirie; relapſes, deſertions, their diſcoueries, recoue- 


ties, with all the meanes and circumſlances: In a word, by a 
punctuall obſeruing how God deales with it euery day. Be, 
I ſey, chus bleſſedly buſied at home in thipe owne heart, and 
thou ſhalt finde thy ſelfe much more pregnant and plentiſull 
in holy talke when thou commeſ} abroad. Wee are molt apt 
and readieſt to powre out our ſelues in publike, according 
to our priuate prouiſions, and the moſt predominant diſ- 
courſes and contemplations of the minde. The conferences 
of free and vnreſerued ſpitits are ordinarily nothing elſe, but 
the cloathing of their ordinarie mentall conceptions, and 
heart- ſecrets with familiar formes of ſpeech. Men for the 
moſt part, ſpeake moſt and moſt willingly of thoſe things 
they minde moſt. I aduiſe thus in this point, that thou mayſt 
be habituated and heartened with reſolution and delight, in 
the art and exerciſe of putting forward good talke; or of di- 
uerting and drawing towards better in caſe of the contrarie. 
Ocher wiſe, thou ſhale neuer bee able to hold out with con- 
ſtancie and courage, to croſſe many times the generall mirth 
of the company, to put worldly-wiſemen out of their ele · 
ment of all earthly talke, to draw worldlings , which goes 
moſt againſt the haire, to heare of heauenly things. 

VIII. Suruey thorowly before-hand with the glorious 
Lampe of the Word of Lite and Truth; watch ouer, nar- 
rowly with the illightened eye of atender conſciggce, and 
euer punctually manage, and conduct with the particular 
light of ſpirĩtuall prudence, euery action thou vndertakeſt, 
or that ſhall at any time paſſe thorow thy hand; of what 
kinde ſoeuer it be, whether naturall, recreatiue, ciuill, of 
merey, Religion, & e. NR Nin AC >; 
Jo which particulars, before 1 deſcend, let me commend 
vnto and premiſe this Principle concerning actions in 
8 Euery truly commendable: and comfortable action, con- 
fins of amablolite inte gritie of all cncurrents and requi- 
fites. Or thus: Fliar which is ** andlawfull, muſt be en- 
33 | | 3 | dixe. 
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3 non en. dire. I wosne it in chat ſence, as our Diuives ſpeake of ſancti- 
cauſd 1 malum ex fics tion, which if ſauing, ſay they, muſt be . and entire, 
 quoliber vitio, though not in reſpect of degrees yet in reſpect of parts. Euer 
— ni ry part and power of body and foule muſt haue its part of 
omnes bonitares ſanctification, though no part his full petfection and all de. 
oilider ſngalaris grees, before the diflolution of aur earthly tabetnacles. Pro- 
Jefecus — portionably in the preſent point; though ſome mixture of in- 
autem aufser firmities and imperfections will cleaue vnto the face of the 
er integrã causa . fai reſt action( an abſolute and vnſtained purity is incompati- 
To oe. ble with this vnglorified are of mortalitie; ) yet notwith- 
rence all circa ſtanding, euery ſeuerall ingredient mult bee attended, and 
La e enge u tempered with its one particular goodneſſe and honeſſie, 
enely,c:ufficient and ſeaſonable conformitie to the whole; or elſe the whole 
fer anill 5556 action, bowſoeuer rightio other reſpects, is vtterly robd and 
«rotten generation diſroabed of all true ſplendour, acceptation and grace. A lit- 
— — tle leauen ſowres the whole lumpe : one noxious hearbe 
den lit «tra fall brings death into the pot: The goodlieſt deed or dutie is 
* quite peruerted and empoyſoned, by the enormitie of any 
Art.q.ad 3. Carar. one particular requiſite. We ſay truely in the Schooles; The 
Hi ofthe Coun- ncluſion euer follawesthe worſt part: Semblably in morality, 
lib.2.p3g.196- the iniquitie, defect, and exorbuancieatany one ingredient, 
denominates the whole action naught. Wo To mma 
In euery one of thine actions and vndertakings,, looke 
euer, if thou looke for comfort, that every concurrent bee iu- 
Rifiable, that euery ingredient be gracious, 2% i bring his 
1. It muſi be goodin its one nature, and warrants 
blo out of the Word; by which all things muſt be ſanctiſied 
vnto thee, x. Tim. 4. 5. as a good ſcruant will venture vyon 
nothing, but what he knowes will pleaſe his Maſter. Other- 
wiſe, let the perſon be neuer ſo pleaſing vote Gadyhis inten- 
tion neuer ſo good, his heart neuer ſo zealous, the meanes, 
circumſtances and end neuer ſo excellent, yet all is naughr,. 
Worſhipping Chriſt in a Crucifixe is naught in ies: owne. 
nature; abominable, idolatrous, — in, Gods Law, 
Buod; 2044, &c. Andthorefare, beo it done wich neuer ſo 
great dauotion and good meaning, with neuer ſomuch viſe 


2 
F 


+ 


n 


PP 
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{ed and damnable. 7 20166 
21. The obiect, whereabout the action is exerciſed, 
muſt be qualified according to the rules of Religion, Almes- 
dieeds, and Doles of charitie, are ſweet and acceptable ſacrifi- 
ces ynto God. But amongſt other cautions and conſiderati- 
ons to ſeaſon them, the parties, that ate to be made partakets 
thereof, are to bee ſingled out with all godly diſcretion. 
1. The true wants of a religious Profeſſor, ſhouldin the firſt 
rms bee the principall and moſt moouing obie&, to draw 
bounty from a truely charitable heart + according to that, 
Galat. 5. 10. As we haue therefore ogportanitie, let v doe good 
wnio all men, eſpecially vnto them who are of the honſhold of 
Faith. 2. In the next place, the lame, the blind, the ſicke, the 
aged, the trembling hand, or any that God hath made poore. 
3. Any whoſoeuer in a caſe of true neceſſitie and exttemitie, 
whatſoeuer the partie hath been before: for there not i 
man, as it were, but the common ſtate of humanitie is relie- 
ued. But now, if for ſuch a purpoſe, thou ren? = pe of a 
ſturd er, idle * rogue, eantiug companion, the ſhame 
CR EI noble Tingdetne thou doeſt not only de- 
rive thy ſelfe of the comfort and honour of # truely charita · 
ble deed; but thereby incurreſt a great deale of guilt, by in- 
couraging and nouriſhing idleneſſe, filching, many ſtrange 
ynknowne villanies, nay, euen an execrableirteligious Peg. 
niſme in ſuch le vyd, lazy drones, vnproficebleburdenvoſihe 3 
earth, and intolerable caterpillers of the Common-wealth. 
For farb ſaith a worthy Diume) 45 tus begging into an Art 
and occupation, they are by order to he c to works for 
their maintenance, which it the beſt and greateſt almes. 
The obie& of thy ſpeciall,imimare,and deareſt loue, muſt 
bee the Chriftian, even the pooreſtprofeffour of Religion, 
not the compleare Carnaliſt, or moſt magnificent World- 


s 3. Thou muſt alſo looke vnto the matter, elſe all may 
bee marg, Fot inttance: The matter of thy bounty, and be- 


neficence, muſt bee thine owne goods got law fully, not for- | 
* L 4 merly , 
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merly hoarded by Vſury and wrong ; therwiſe. i will 

but prooue, in reſpe& of divine allowance, but an abo- 
23 minable ſacrifice *: for many times, that whichis highty eftee- 
acquiſira, abomi- med among ft men, is abomination iu the foght of God Luke 


nabilis eſt coram | 
Deo: & 2 - 16. 15 | Tha, = 

em Gi, quod fide- 3. The perſon muſt bee pleaſing; the actor aceep- 
. table vnto God: Otherwiſe, his beſt and moſt bountifull 
tem 4. part. a. deeds, are at the beſt but beaut iſull abominations; Seruices 
Be d labori· moſt . ſacted in their owne nature, as Prayer, hearing the 


bus faciteelee- Word, receiuing the Sacrament, &c. are from him, and the 
moſynas, Non | 


cenie conupuri star of his vnſanctifſed heart , but as the offering of Swines 
eſtic Jadicem Blood. If thou be notiuſtified by faith, and accepted through - 
Chiſtomrn® Chriſt, all thy actions, naturall, civill;recreatige, religious; 
pouperibus quibus hatſoehler is within thee, or without thee, the vſe of the 
delle eicemoſynas creatures; All thy courſes, wayes, and paſſages, are turned in- 
Facere, de feenore to finnes and pollutions ynto thee, enlarge and aggrauate 


ue even hy woe and damnation: Euen the ſacriſice and Whole way 


Dom. Ser.; 5. 


Sed airmihirap- of the wicked, it an abomiuation to the; Lord, Prou. 15. 8, 9. 
tor rerum aliena- 


on The Phariſe, Luk. 18. was not a button. better for all his 
—— gem - prayers,faſtings,&c.nay,by accident more accurſed;I meane, 
facie, in reſpect of en entertainment with Cod, who 
mitto, nudos ve - was not pleaſe wih Him „ in Him in whom! Hee is well 
mea 2525 nit ue: : 
fuſcipio. Dare te 5 p: . ded + 5 ts ++ 
putas: rollere 4. The heart muſt be ſincere, elſe even the nobleſt du- 
noli,& dediſti. Cui ; 


dederis gaudet, ties of Religion are nothing · b Judas gaue his name to Chriſty. 


cui abſtaleris,plo. preached, and wrought-miracles; and yet all che whi lc 3 
tat. Quem duo- al | 


um ftorum ex. deſperate hypoerite, a very incarnate deuillʒbecauſe his heart 
auditurus eſt De · as rotten, drencht in the gall of bitterneſſe, and ſnared in 


Cs the band of iniquitie, The Iſraelites humiliation ſeeking God, 
— returning, and inquiring earel after him: beſpeaking him with 
Ebi en ali pate (ll termes of deareneſſe and dependance; our Roni, our high 
dicit, Ego God, our Reædecmer; was all but temporarie and voſaund; 


gemo, cui abſt. 


Pi: &pertro. becauſe their heart wat not vpright, When hee ſlew themi then 
rum wliti, & exi- ebey ſought him: and they returned, and inquired early often 
2 i . | a 1 
Hocum, quod Cad. Aud the) remembred,that Cod was their Reetbe: aud the 


alteti abſtuliſſes, 
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concurrence of alenher cauſes; yet the glory 
y empojloned 


of the action is quite darkened, and deſperacel 
to the man, that willingly, and agaioſt the cry 25 an illigbt- 
ned conſcience, imployes and puts his we gy * wicked 
meanes for the atchieuement. Suppoſe by alice, thou 
couldeRſave a mans life, his ay the 8 all che men * Ad ſempheernam 
ypon- earth; nay, winnetherebyyntaGod as N — 
a cerewes vnto him by all his creqtures; yet for all this on thy alan mends- 
part all were b naught. Fot it is a ſacred Principle, ſe led vn- — 
Re by Truth it ſelfe; . al. ave noill, Shurgood, MY anne, Leeder 9. 
vg 8. 2 10 co - 
2 . The brad, wal bee Galonable,.cFonino lene diet 
ance: Per onall and private: prayer, is.arigh! 
crifice and —— — let bes ſeaſonable tor the circum- nll quits 
ſtance of place, ox elſe it may looſe ins Fveer-ſmelling ſauqur 2 
in the noſtrils of orig and bee tai ek ;Pbaciſaiſme, Cone mendecinm 


The ee eee ace, is Cum vhique op- 
on” 


the more ſecret, the more ſincere; —— and portunum 

corners ofthe frecti, which. was th e Feger vaine-gloriqus — 

woont, ho ſought more for © — of men then pleaſing of pedus ac vacu- 

God, Meditation ypon diuiagmyſteriss, and — eas — 

rituall points, is an excellent 125 ile e it e 
At. 


les we tutue and ba canfin 
heace of the Preaghers Pow 7 out his 
at the Throne of Grace, ĩt is ſi 
neee {erioul Mans ae 8 . 
rd.z/Orres „ preſſe them With 
handy afar 50 ina, gigh ighr.ncedfull ad hn gus di 
tie: but ſo to doe at a Ferrera ufa Paal ARR 1175 
wee ought ry — the powers © our ſe dules, ao e 
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ought to be very moderate afid ſpa 
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7. The end alſo muſt bee anſwerable in Sod 
15 b ies excelledcy and — — 
and allurement into all che means leading thereunco,though | 
they ſhould be in their one nature painfull and vnpleaſing. 
In all thy entetpriaes and yndertakings, thou muſt haue in 
thine eye principal wr at vniuerſoll ame of all our actions, 
Gods g 15 ; other wiſe, let the whole affair bee catried neuet 
ſo 97 in che eye⸗ ol menzbe closthed with neuer ſo good - 
wi 2 ſhow, and glorious outſideʒ yet in reſpect of accepration 
with God, or true comforts the it is no better then 
the cortingoff a De weoke, Tehn did right noble and worthy 
- ſeruice,by his reſolute rootingout, and eouragious cutting 
off that bloody and ide latrous Houſe of Aba: and ſweet 
in the noftrils of GOD, was that great ſacrifice of Faals 
Prieſts: he marched furiouſly in this holy buſineſſe, and was 
vety zealous to exeeute God chatgęe in that regard exactly. 
And yet for all this, all theſe ourwardglorious viſible confor- 
mities to Gods commandement, were to him, but as che ll. 
Cale men; becauſe his eye was not vpon the right end. 
Gods glory. Hee principally aimed at the ſecure ſettling of 
che Crowne vpon his Ge head; by an vtter ext 5 


ment ofthe Kirigs family: Had his aime been right, his heat 
had beene as well ſet againſt the Culues in Dan and 


Bethel, as his hand and fword ugeinſt the eee, 

of Buat; but it Was not ſo, 2. King. 10.29. 
Now Icome to ſotme particulars; und OX 6171 
I. Firſt; concerning recreations; which Lonfras) they 
ting; and in that teſpect, 
me thinkes, T ſhould rather ſpare my labour, and not pend 
many words; yet becauſe they are not onely inſatiably pur- 
ſued aud plunged into by men of this world.; bur alſo too 
much looked after, and ſyen in, æsenb by onde who looke to- 
wards Religion, Tſhali be ſomewhat Ch longer; and aduilc, 
chat they be not £ Je 
. Coftiy. To eurbe and confine * thine affections to a 
Ac Bitiffed 100 herein, cohf der len 


aha | the 


— > 255 


; Quid ee 


r 


the backes and baweleof many e poord wenden of Jeſus 


Cbriſt, and diſtreſſed Saintscoll, nay,orpeues-Withitcares of anker cell 
blood for relieſe and compaſſion from thine abundant and Dane re Wannen 


auerflowing abilities. 2. That thou muſt by called on, notracum? Nou 
e e with ſeueritie, rad exaGtuelie on chat laſt. Scion ink 


am proximo, non 
auferimus aliena, 


, 


— 
ere, vt qui- 


Gol dens 


ö Ria renin 
LE grae 2 =; fDivine of bake latter non das, a wy ap 
times: Bat 2, ſait can takowopleaſhre in play, © coun, 
except they ple for money. But we are to know of. SE 2 
would haue ee beſtowed; Perhaps they wiliſay, Vpm a e 
common Fea#t. TIES. ee e Jays 5 Quidergofier 
It is uch better, ana.mera(ufe, thatno money beelaid am abe faden ene di 
Hale: for alchoughit: maybe, that thou art not derbe with cunxin pauperes; 
greedineſſe of winning, yu be with wham1hon ptayets —— 


X bee 
eee v0caffons of 1 ieee. Setter 
mag a- allmpmere 1 | 1 | * parts Nice 
II. Cruell. Babe neeprecceationnje eee . 
not thy tired minde u icbv ſ of — nn 
1. How God himſelfa our of tenderneſſe andpictic, would f.. Aves 
vpos the fleſtrof Beaſts deere ee 


e iam; 
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ureckto behold rufull obiects without horrour. And doeſt 
il thouthinke then, hee will allow hee to feede thine eye and 

fancy, with their bloody tortutlog and tearing one another 

iu piekes? 2. Wich what brutiſh ſauageneſſe thou deiecteſt 
And debaſeſt humanidie, below the immanitie of beaſts. No 
pPjtjʃeeaſt, they ſay, takes contentment in the hurting of any o- 
4-2... ther, except in the caſe of hunger or anger. They ſatisfie 


It heir appetites and rage ſometimes with crucltyi and blood 


bi their eyes and fancies neuer. 3. That men bloodily min- 

died towards harmeleſſe beaſts, diſcouer our naturall propen«: 
ion to cruelty, whichis further manifeſted, 1. by the mul- 

> 2+ titudes may times, chirſting and thruſting after the curioſi- 
tie of wofull ſpe ctacles, and their impatiency to tarrie the be- 
holding of the lamentable executions of guiltie perſons, 


2. And in that they rake no delight to ſee wild beaſts play, 
and ſportingly to make much one of another; but are well 


pleaſed to ſee them bloodily encounter, mangle andenter- 


teare each other. Theſe ſeeds then, or rather weed of cru - 


eltie, originally implanted in our hearts by the curſe of na- 

ture, are too ranke and luxuriant of themſelues:they need no 
mmanuring with barbarous inhumanities,;and ſports of blood. 
4. That Rule which Diuines giue⸗ 


ue about recreations, we muſt 
not make Gods ludgements & puniſhments of ſiune, either 
vpon man or beaſt, the matter and obiect of them. Nou, beſt 


Diuines hold, that enmitie amongſt themſelues, was aſruite | 


col our tebellion againſt God; and moregentralliudgement 
Aluflicted vᷣpon the creature aſter cke fall. Which miſerie 
cCWCoomming vpon them by our means, ſhould rather break our 
d 5h. hearts and make them bleed; then minifter matter of glory- 
eng in our ſhame, & vexingthoſe very vexations, vhich our 
1,1 2-3 1h MPiety hath put vpon them. Alas, ſinfull man, what an heart 
daft thou, chat cant take delighit in the eruell tormeming of 
A ;Afumbecreature! Is it not tos much for hee to behold Mich 
Au exesthat fearefull brand, which only thy fine bath im- 

fel vpon it; but thou muſt barbarouſſ alſo preſſe its op: 
+ ee 1s, and make thy ſelfe merry with the bleeqing mil; "4 


N | Ny | Nt nen Fei e rere 
ries of that poore harmeleſle thing, which in its kinde 5s: 
8258 : much 


- 
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- 
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comfortable walking with God. 27 


much more and farre better ſeruieeable to the Creator then 
thy ſelfe ? Vet I deny not, but that chere may bee another 
lawfull vſe of this Antipathy, for the deſtroying of hurtful; 
and enioying of vſeſull creatures; ſo that it be without any 
taint, or aſperſion of cruelty on our parts, or needleſſe tore 
menting of the ſilly beaſt s.. 
3. Ingroſſets of time. Thouſands there are, who. - 
plunge themſelues ouer head & eares in courſes of pleaſute: 
which they call recreations, wherein they very vnwotthily 
and wofully waſte the fat and marrow, as it were, of deare 
vnd precious time, the flower of their age, the ſtrengtk of 
their bodies; emaſculate and melt the vigour of their Piries, 
into effeminateneſſe, ſenſualitie, and luſt; drowriiethefaire 
and goodly hopes of their education, the honout of their 
Families, the expectation of the Countrey, the improoue- 
ment of their parts, in froth and folly: As though they were 
placed vpon earth, as Zewiathanin the Sea, obelyito. take 
their ſport and paſtime a therein. Louers they are of plea - unt proſede, 
ſures, Mirch-mongers, men of this world, ſworne Vaſſals to — — 
carnall looſeneſſe and riotous enceſſe. They haue their fooles 225 purant, ve | 
Paradiſe heere ; and therefore: in the equitit᷑ of:a-iuſt-and — 2 - 
holy proportion, muſt with the Rich man looke for their Pant&corpurim- 
payment and torment: hereafter. But Gods children muſt Eins — 
make conſcience of meddling at any time with recreations, 7pibus largiorem 
wichout true cauſe and a iuſt calling thereunto, and bold fn iofroturi. 
them of the ſame account and conſequence, with fleepe and "52/o7-5em. con- 
other temperate refreſnings, hich ſerue onelyto quicken . 
the minde, reuiue the body, enlarge the breath, that wee 
may returne with more lightſomeneſſe and alacritie to out 
worke and Callings. The ſeaſon then of comſortable re- 
courſe vnto theſerepaires and reſtoratiues is, when wee haue 
truely wearied our bodies with ſome honeſt imployment, or 
tired our minds in worthy and noble exerciſes, or both, And 
as we muſt not pteſſe vpon them at our pleaſure, and preuent 
true need, out of an hankering humour after ſportfull vani- 
ties, old haunts, good: fellow meetiogs, conformitieto the 
times or ſome ſuch ſenſuall and inordinate attractiue: fo = 
| , the 


» 


« — 
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PunQum eſt, quod 


the entertaiument of them, wee muſt receiue them, as men 
doe honey; with che tip of the ſinger; not with a full hand. 
By no meanes ought e to engage, and as it were, to engulfe 
our affections into their exceſſes and immoderation; not 
ſuffer them fo to infinuate, as to ſteale away our hearts into 
a pleaſing inſenſible thraldome; ſo creating neceſſities of te- 
creations; which is anemreitic miſery; and intolerable ſla- 
uery; wherein, notwithſtanding many truly vnworthy and 
vnnoble Gallants miſerably languiſh, and come to nothing; 
prooue onely ynprofitable burchens of the earth; and in 
Read of bleſſing, che very bane of the Countrey that bred 
thema 1511 711 ER 307 N- fg „ 3 od 13 
Let ſuch conſiderations as theſe ſerue as ſo many curbes, 
to reſtraine vs from an vnſeaſonable intruſion vpon them: 
and ſo many keene ſpurres to poaſt vs out of them, before we 
be limed and entangled by them. 40.3857 
1. Time is ſhort. Our life is but a ſpan long, a bubble, a 
thought, a ſmoake, a ſnadow, a dreame, the very dreame of 
a ſhadow ; or if you can name any thing more fading and 
fraile: and yet vpon this moment depends eternitie. As wee 
behaue our ſelues vpon earth, either in conformitie to 
the wayes of God, walking wich him, ſelfe-denyall, &c. or 
in faſhionableneſſe to the world, ſeruing the times, and our 
 owne turnes, &c. ſo ſhal we fare euerlaſtingly in another life: 
And either become moſt glorious and happie creatures, 


"4" crowned with an exquiſite confluence and quintefſence;as it 


were, of ſweeteſt vnmixod eternall pleaſures; a very ſhadow 
whereof, not the largeſt naturall hearts of deepeſt vnderſtan- 
ding men, from the Creation, to the laſt day, were they all v- 
nited into one exacteſt height and excellency of conceit, 
could poſſibly comprehend; nay, in this one circumſtance, 
at the leaſt, the Saints ſhall ſurpaſſe even Angelicall felicitie; 
they ſhall behold, with incredible ioy, their owne nature, 
in that reſpect, honoured and aduanced aboue the brighteſt 
Cherub, ſhining for euer with infinite beauty and glorified 
ſplendour, in the ſacred Perſon of the Sonne of God: or elſe 
all irrecouerably into the mouth of inexplicable and — 
| dilefle 


li. nt. et 
:1nnnm; ;: 


comfortable walkinig with God. 


dilefle horrour and ſo becomethe forlorne and woſull Ob. 


iects, vpon which ſhall hee exerciſed and enecuiedthe vn; 
ynhappy than the very Heuils: For ſinoe their Apoſtacie,; 
there was no meanes or poſſibilitie vouchſafed vnto them of. 
recouery and returne to thoſe euerlaſting :MatfGons: of glow. 
ne; But che ſonnes and daughters of Adams; fince their fall; 
haue had the very Sonne of God himſelfe ; with the deare 
and vnualuable cry of his owne hearts blood, to meditate 
vnto, and ſollicite the Father of all compaſſions and mers. 
cy, for reſtitution into faubm and plantation into the Angels 


roome. And therefore as this thought 


the marchlefſe tranſcendency of all fehoicies and glory, 
* —. —_ —— ſtill 1:1 ſay „ 9 
this thought will endbeſlyhaunt the damned angels with yn- 

conceiueable byringandanguiſh; ſa, hot — 

ble ſelfe · fretting torture ſtom this conteit; Alis; that wee 
kept not Paradiſe ! will rent and teare the wofull hearts of 
the wicked in hell: bus alfo a further ſting of that never-dy+ 
ing Worme; not iticidem to che atꝰ angels, wilkex+ 
tremely enrage them wich reſtleſſe gnawings of conſcience 


and gnaſhing of teeth; — tho horrour of their his 


deous wofultyellings, they ſhall cry outagainſt themſelues; 
What 9 — ? What madded Deuils were 
we | who when the glorious Blood of Chriſt Ieſus was fo 
mercifolly rendered vnto vs in the Minifteryof the Word all 
our life long, we turned our backes againſt ſuch bleſſed and 
bleeding imbracements zand cruelly cut the throatesof our 
ownepoore ſoules,: by impenitent continuance in ſinne: {0 
jooſing fora few birrer-ſweerpleaſuregin this valc of teares, 
for an ĩneh of time: fulneſſe of io at Cds right hand, tho- 

2. Time is precious If all chis great maſſie bodie of the 
whole earch, whereupon we tread, were turned into a lumpe 


of gold; it were not able to purchaſe one minute of 9 
„ n 


—— 


and accutſed creatures were we, wha being crowned with -- 


119 


And were there no other circumſtance to ſet an impreſſion 
of high valuation vpon ie; yet this very one doth much en. 
noble it j hat albtheſe faire and: ſhining bodies aboue our 
heuds, and priucipally the Prince of all the lights of heauen, 
chat glorious and mighty Giant, the prime and:crowne of all 
corporall creatures, doe tire & waſte, as it were, their celeftis, 


4, 


all vigours,withthe incredible ſwiſtneſſe of endlefſereuolu-. 
tions, to beget ànd giue vs time; I ſay, vs,- who forthe ſinne 
ofeuery moment in ir, deſerue eternity ofpuniſhment.' But 
chat our hearts. may bee more ſenſibly e vpon, and 


more effectually affected with the deareneſſe and precious, 
neſſe oſ ir; let vs ſuppoſethatthe Lord, = 


traordinarie diſpenſation q ſhould giue leave to a 
ſoule to come into this life againe, and would vouefſſafẽ him 
but one houte of ane triall, as it were, and a ſecond time of 
gracious viſitation: Oh how highly would hee prize, how 
eagerly would hee apprebend, with what infinite watehſul- 
nieſſe, endeauour, and diligence, would hee improoue that 
etle ſhorr golden ſeaſon ? And if therein he might have but 
the happineſſe to heare a Sermon $ Oh with what affeRio- 
Hate inflamed attention would hee liſten vnto the Word of 
Wife: how would: his heart breake and bleed within him, 
and fall aſundler in his breſſ, hke: drops of water, to heare 
Gods iuſt wrath and holy indignation thundred out and 
threatned againſt ſinne ! With what inſatiable graſping and 
deare imbracement would he labour to lay hold vpon ( breft 
Teſws and his gracious promiſes? In a word, he would think, 
that in demonſtration of thankefulnefſe for Gods fauour, 
might hee be ſo happy as to haue it, the ſpending of euery 
moment of all that great body of time, which lies betweene 
the Creation and the worlds end, if hee might liue ſo long, 
in as holy, pure, ſtrict, preciſe, heauenly manner, as euer did 
themoR eee, earth, were farre too litile. 
a 
N 


Shall we then trifſingly paſſe and play away the time that is 

fo precious ? And in my — ; the damned ſoule 
ſhould bee ſure of an houre: But none of vs can poſſibl7 
purchaſe ſecuritit fot very , 
This — 


— comfurtablenalkingwithGod, © 


this word;gThe time preſent is our onely time; wee haue 
more power and command ouer the time to come, then ouer 
- thotimepaſth the next minute thou mayeſt becutoff 
by the ſtroake of death from all further time of repentance, 
tion, and grace for euer. Nay, yet ſurther, were it 
poſſible that any vncomſortable paſſion were incident to a 
glorified Saint in heauen, he would be ſorry and tranſported 
wich extreme anger andindignation againſt himſelfe ; That 
bee was not a more ingroſſer, as it were, and im- 
proouer of time, for doing excellently vpon earth; and that 
euery houre after his cõuerſion was not crouned with ſome 
rarer and more remarkable exploit ; with ſome more ſpeci- 
all and noble ſeruice, forthe glorifying of that moſt boun- 
tifull, and euer-blefied God , who now honoured him 
with ſuch vnſpeakeable glory, and that Crowne of ioyes, ſo 
infinitely cranſcendencro the vtmoſt enpectation of the moſt 
enlarged heart. Howſocuer therefore men oſthis world, for 
the moſt part, except they be continually-exerciſed in vari 
of pleafing imployments, and Rill entertained with 
ſuccefſions of new pleaſures, are ſore troubled with time, 
and ey rp paſſe it; which is the reaſon 
that they deuiſe ſo many paſſe- times; with much ſollicitous 
and ſenſuall forecaſt, plot and proiect to themſelues afoxe» 
hand, many and many a merry meeting, idle vifications, ſeng— 
ſtings, mutuall entertainments of meere complement and 
yanitie, iouiall reuellings, as they call them, dec. that theß 
chaine together, as it were, by the Art: of Epicuriſme and 
with linkes of liberty, continued occaſions of company kee- 
ping, and good- fellow meetings, from the one end of the 
. weeke to the other: (For ſolitarineſſe and ſelſe · couuerſimg.is 
a very torturing racke, and the tide-· time of melancholy, to 
the waking conſciences of graceleſſe :and guily men.) 
Though, I fay,this bee the cuſtome and carriage of Satans 
Reuellers; yet all Chriſtians ought to haue time indeare and 
high eſteeme, in moment vchereof ſhould they lay 
downe ten thouſand ſiues for His ſake that pardons their 
finnes ; and alſo * — a 
| e 


— 


— — 
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the militant and Triumphant Saints, it were inſinitely bs: | 
Itle for his loue. Wherefore no marucile though well. ad. 


uiſed and watchfull, they feele themſelues rather pincht with: + 
want, then preſt with plenty of her golden offers and oppor- 


tunities to doe good, and bee euer addreſt to entertaine and 
- welcome euery houre with ſpeciall attendance; as a gracieus 


Indulgence of his patient loue, and long· ſuffering, and ſuf. 


fering them to doe him yet more honour, (for which cauſe 
alone they long to liue) before they goe done into the pit 
and be ſcene no more. And they ſhould be ſo farre from be- 

ing afraid of ſolitarineſſe, as to hold their time alone, the only' . 
time for ſweeteſt contemplations, heauenly commerce, nee- 
rer conuerſing and communion with Gd. 

3. We that are earthly els by the nobleneſſe of Cre. 
ation, though by voluntarie degeneration incarnate deuils, 
were put into, and planted within the compaſſe and comfort? 
of this great and curious Frame round about vs, the goodly 
Workmanſhipof Gods owne Almightie hand, wherein we 
haue the Sunne to ſerue vs; and wee of this Kingdome by 
matchleſſe and incomparable fagour, the heauenly and hes- 
ling beames of the Sunne of righteouſneſſe, to ſhine ypont 
vs through his glorious Goſpel, I ſay, we were placed in this 
world, not to ſerue our owneturnes, topleaſe our owne + 
hearts, to follow our own wayes, to eate, drinke, and ſleepe; 
to temporize, revel}, ox roote inthe earth; to play the Epi- 


cures, Libertines, Machiauelians; to climbe into high 


roomes, by all meanes lawfull and vnlawfull; by briberie; i- 
monie, flatterie, baſe infinuations, following the times; or 


tome fouler meanes, and thereto domineere and tyrannize: 
In a word, toſerue the deuill for afew and euill dayes, to die, 


and ſo to be damned. No, no, a nobler taske and more excel- 
lent end is appointed and apportioned for the Prince and 
Principalleſt of all earthhy creatures. Our being vpon earth 


this little inch of time, is for buſineſſe of another nature and 
for a farre more important affaire, and of deareſt conſe- 
quence; euen with humbleneſſe and truth to know & obey 
aur Gods to ſerue our brethren in loue, and to ſave our owne 


-poore 


— * 
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poore ſoules in the Day of { briſũ. This is that Owe neceſſarve 
ching, in reſpect of which,all other things, though otherwiſe 
honeſt and excellent, are but reſpectiuely neceſſarie, and fo 
farre as they further, and are warrantably and com 
ſubordinate and contributary to this end : Nay, to this the 
exquiſite Quinteſoence and concurrence of all other, the 
deareſt and moſt deſireable things vnder the Sunne, are to be 
accounted but droſſe and dung. And yet for all this, many of 
vs, while wee yet abode in the darkneſſe and damnation of 
our naturall ſtate, ſpent many yeeres, ſome twenty, ſome thir 
tie, ſome perhaps fortie, ypon hell, in baſe and vn- 
bleſſed courſes, quite croſſe to the end of our Creation, Al 
that 2 miſery to be lamented euen with teares of blood) 
was vtterly caſt away vpon the kingdome of darkeneſſe, 
r. vpon our owne luſts, ſinfull faſhions, and pride 
of tife; Nlauiſhly and wofully wafted in the deuils ſeruice. 
Nay, all that while, abominable and beaſtly wretches that 
wee were, wee ſet our ſelues with ſenſuall rage, againſt the 
very ſace of heauen, lay in actuall high Treaſon, and bore 
Armes in open Rebellion againſt that dreadfull Maieſtie, 
which might moſt iuſtly every moment of chat wofull time 
haue arreſted vs with death, arraigned vs at the Barre of his 
Iuſtice, and throwne vs down into hell. What manner of per- 
ſons then I pray you ought wee to be, in the ſhort remain- 
der of thoſe few and euill dayes which are behind? Euen to 
imploy and improoue the vtmoſt poſſibilitie of all our natu- 
rall acquired and gracious parts, our credit, calling, outward 
ſtate, all our power, means, occaſions, aduantages, to win and 
worke out glory vnto God, enlargement of Chriſts King- 
dome, confuſion to the deuils dominion, conuerſion of o- 
4hers, comfort Moe, e Lr againſt _ = 
ding boure. A tellow that hat 8 part o 
ae in his iourney, or buſineſſe, and yet — reach 
home and finiſh his taske, will toile and ſweat at it towards 
night, double his paines, _—_— all his ſtrength vnto it: ſo 
we hauing not only been ſlacke in our buſineſſe about Gods 


ſeruice, andflow inthe way to heauen, but euen for many 
| M 2 yeeres, 
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yeeres, perhaps, runne in a quite contrary courſe, and done 
ü the deuila worke, muſt e chenight of out natu- 
f rall liſe, and the conclufion of the ſhort ſpan thereof, ſpare no 
paines, double our diligence, preſſe hard to the Price of the 
eb calling quit our ſelues hike men, aud be i - 
ly violence lay hold vpon the Kiogdomeof heauen, with all 
zeale, co „ and teſolution, labour to redeeme the time 
paſt, for the dayes are emil; and our particular doome for e- 
ternitie of ioyes, ox woes; pleaſures or paines, drawes on a. 
pace, and is euen at the doore. 88 
And as conſideration of former time curſedly miſſpent; ſo 
a fore · conceit alſo of dreadfull times to come, may iuftly _ 
cauſe vs to make much of, and husband well every moment 
wee haue preſently in our hands; for treaſuring vp an hea- 
uenly hoard of grace, comfort, patience, and courage, a- 
gainſt the euill day. Though the times, as yet, bee faite and 
calme, happy and Halcyonian; and the Candle of God ſhines 
till vpon this Kingdome, with extraordinary proſperitie and 


— 


1 


ſtreets, but euery man is quictly repoſed vnder his owne 
Vine; and there refreſheth himfclfe with the riches and 


night followes the day, a change will come, Ifche glorious 


Yen FT / and Triu nt times of the daughter of Ieruſalem, that 
ENG f men called, The perfection of beaxty,The toy of the whole earth, 
Kitt: Nl. 22. K Þ 1 \ The glory of ali lands, were turned into a day of trouble \, and 


treading downe, and of perplexitie, by the Lord God of huflt, 
un the valley of wifion, breaking downe the. walles, and 2 9 
the monntames - what may wee of this Land looke ſor, if we 
ſtill turne the grace of God into wantonneſſe; but at lengih 
to bee turned out of our houſes of peace, as the ynthankfiil- 
leſt and vn worthĩeſt people that euer the Sunne of Heauen 
ſaw, or the Swwo of Chriſts glorious Goſpell did fhine vp- 
on fo faire and ſo long? But howſoeuer the Kingdome 
and God deale with vs in publike: (Onely let me tell you hy 
the way, that in the meane time wee ſtand by a miracle of 
Gods mercy, and a prop of his extraordinatie patience) yet 


flrong, with an ho- 


peace; there is no carrying into captiuitie, or crying in out 


comforts of a good and pleaſant land; yet as ſure as the | 


7 


% 
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every one of our particular day and doome cannor beefarre 
\the Aimightyis with vs, his prouidence 


— 


off. As yet, perhaps 
rotects our habitationt, no remarkable affliction hach taken 


old ypon vs; ſo that there is no moutning, 


miſeries in out families; no crying, O wyfatber Abraham, 


O my ſemme auc; Om ſame eAbſalow a ſonne , 
fone, Abſalom; O Abſalom, a, e ! And « 
houſes of fleſh, it may be, whereinweedwell for a few and 
euill dayes, are as yet in reaſonable good repaire ; and it is 
euetry way with vs, as it was wh /eb in the dayes of his 
youth, when he waſhed his Reps with butter, and the rockes 
powred him out riuers of oyle; yet wee may build vpon it, as 
a Principle which neuet failed finfull mortalitie, _ 
of gr will hauc 8 and time 
Sorrow and ficknefle, perplexitic and ſeare, temptation, di- 
ſertion, trouble of conſcience, the deſtroying Sword, a ſierit 
trĩall, firiving vnto blood; iantimes of moſt dbborred 
memory, or ſome dreadful viſitation in ene kinde or other, 
may ſeize yponys, we know not ho ſoone. Buthowſoeuer 
we eſcape inthe meane time, ſure I am, rheſcfraile bodies of 
ours, a ſhort while, Will fallin funder , and | 
inrerottennefſe and duſt; and our naked ſoules muſt 


way 
ſand at the juſt Tribanall of the euerliuing God, countable 


with exactneſſe and truth, forall things done inthe bodie. 
Farre bee it from vs chen, andeuery one, that at that laſt and 


wonld not cry to this Rocke and that Moustaine 


3 ot 
to couer him, like ſommes and of confuſion, to 
trifle away time in this heate of our ſpirituall harueſt ; but 
rather with doubled and excraordinaric reſolution, let vs 
gird yp theloynesof ourmindes, and with all fruiefulnefle 
and power, improoue euery houte of this faire Day of our 
pracious viſitation ; to ers > who to our poore loules 
apairft the ſtormy winter night of death, towards which 
euery winde driues vs, and boch ſkoping and waking we are 
offing apace, though we pereeiue it not. | 
4 4. Wee muſt bee countuble ſor time. At the deeadfull 
Barre of that laſt Tribunal, * _— 
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ing ouer our wayes, and walking with God, &c, A ſerious 


able euen for wandring vaine imaginations, idle words, and 
euety the very leaſt errour of our whole life znay, for not im- 
proouing all our gifts, goods, and graces, to the beſt aduan- 
tage for Gods glory; for miſimployment of out wit, vnder- 
ſtanding, memory, affections, health, ſtrength, courage, 
learning, libertie, authoritie, policie, or any other power or 
poſſibilitie which God hath put into our hands: ſo muſt wee 
alſo giue vp a ſtrict account for the expence of euery mo- 
ment of time. Now tell mee at that great and generall Au- 
dit, whether of theſe ewo ſummes will ſound more ſweetly 
in our cares ? Item, ſo many dayes in Recreation, or ſo man 
dayes in Humiliation; fo many houres in Prayer, or ſo 3 
houres in playing at Cards; ſo many weekes in Iouialbre- 


uellings and merry meetings , or ſo many weekes in watch⸗ ; 


fore-conceit of the vaconcejueable comfort of the one; and 
how cold the other will ſtrike vnto our hearts, might make 

vs eaſily g into bleſſed Bradford care and practiſe this 
way, of whom it is reported, That he counted that houre not 
well ſpent, wherein he did not ſome good; either with his 
pen, ſtudy, or in exhorting others, 8c. and not to ruſh ypon 
recreations vnſeaſonably, without neceſſity and warrantable 
calling. | et : 
© The holieſt hearts of the moſt worthy Saints are 
wofully haunted with too many diſtractions and violent 
intruſion of idle, vaine, and impertinent thoughts, euen in 
holy duties, religious exerciſes, and ſolemne vſe of the 
ordinances : Which without extraordinarie watchfulneſſe, 
and wraſtling on their parts, would vrterly bereaue and 
robbe them of all the ſweetneſſe, power and profit of thoſe 
bleſſed meanes, and by little and little quite trans forme 
them into forme and perfunctorineſſe. If in the beſt then 
and heauenlieſt buſineſſes, the vanity of our owne mindes, 
and malice of the Deuill ꝑreſſe vpon vs with ſuch im- 
portunitie and reſtleſſe aſſaults; with what furious and im- 
tuous incurſions and vaſtations of conſcience are they 
ke to oppreſſe vs. in our idle houres, ill ſpen time, and 
purſuit 


comfortable walking with God. 


purſuit of pleaſures? Conſideration whereof, me thinkes, 
ſhould cauſe Chriſtians , who alone are truely ſenſible of 
the interruprion and diſcontinuance of their ſweet com- 
munion and ſocietie with Chriſt, and ſmart many times 
for the eſtrangement of their thoughts and affections from 
God: onely to haue recourſe to recreations in caſe of true 
neede ; for neceſſitie, I ſay, and ſeaſonably, euen as they 
vſe phyſicke; ſo may they expect Gods gracious protecti- 
on from the hurtfull preuailing of choſe ſenſuall diſtempert 
and licentious ranging of their thoughts, which are wont 
to enrage and empoyſon the mindes and affeRions of 
carnall men, all the while: and to make account ſo often 
as · they are haled by the cunning enſnarement of old com- 
panions, hy of former cuſtome, or vnmortifi- 
ed yeeldingneſſe of their owne deceitfull hearts, to immo- 


* 


deration and exceſſe in this kinde ;. ſo oſten to expoſe their 
hearts by Godsiuſt permiſſion, as a prey to temptation and 
vanitie. Whereby they may bee in continuall danger, either 

by little and little to hoe drawne backe and drowned againe 

in the froth and fooleries of their difauowed pleaſures, which 
were an horrible thing; or elſe at leaſt, to bring vpon them- 
ſelues, from time to time, as they tranſgieſſe in this kinde, 
much vnneceſſarie diſcomfort and diſſettledneſſe in their 
Chriſtian courſe, dif-relliſh in Religious exerciſes, deadneſſe 

of heart, diſacquaintance with heauenly comforts, loſſe of 
that deareſt Thing, and earthly Paradiſe , peace of Conſcvence, -i— 
which perhaps they ſhall hardly with much adoe recouer a 
long time after. | 5 Preſens rempus 

6. Sixthly,-confider Chryſoſtomes preciſeneſſe againſt wa- gaudij, ſed luQtus 
Ring time this way. The preſem time, ſaith he, is not for mei- — 
onum. Tu verò leuiter vrbanis facetijt iocularis? Piabolus dentibus ſtrider, ac — Sys ſpirat 
aduerſus ſalutem tuamʒ & tu ſedes,facerias effundens?——Ludimus diledii vis diſcere 8 um con- 
nerſationem? Audi Paulum dicentem: Per rrienninm,inquit, wofe & die nou defliti cum lacyymis admonere 
vuumguemgue veſtrum Audi etiam quid & Cotinthijs die at: Ex maltd tribw/atione,inguir & anxierar⸗ 
9 —— iterum : Nu6 infractur, & ego non infirmer ? Yun offentitwr , & 
. ̃ .. 
nag ug — odiz,armaruce 822 — tu que tripudiantium ſunt, vſurpas ? Non 
vides — facies,quom>dd ſint ttiſtes, contracteæ, ſupercilijs terribiles, & horrore plena: Viden 
aciem oculotum auſleram, cor excitatum, ſaliens N palpitaus 5 &c. che. in * Epb, Serm, 17. 
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 thouwainely miChendit immenry — — 
the teeth, roares, and ſaumes, and flaſhes out fire againſs thy ſal. 
Aion; and doeſt thou fit ſtill and Iouialiy ieft it aue? Doo wee 
play and ſport our ſelues, Belened? Wilt thou tearne the conver. 
- tienef the Saints? Heave what Paul faies, Act. 20.31. By the 
ſpace of three yeeres J ceaſed uot to warne exeryone night and dey 
with tearet. 2. Cor. 2. 4. Ont of much afflittien and anguifh of 
heart, F wrote unto you with many teavres. 2. Cor. 1. 29. Who is 
weeake, and Jam not weake ? Who is offended, aud I barue not? 
2. Cor. 5.4. For we thet are is this Tabernacle, doe groanc being 
burdened. Aud the Apoſtle defiring, that I may fo fpeake, 
exery day ta depart thir life ; Doeft tian laughand play ? Orr 
time here is a tima of wavre, of ſoghe, of als ward, of hav- 
N of landing in the face and fury of the enemy; aud doeſt 
| thou demeane thy felfe like adawncer ? Daf thou nor ſeo the 
faces of Souldiers in the fight ; hom fad they ars, how contralted, 
eee 1 Doe thou net 
behold t lercing intention of their eyes au extraording= 
vie 3 "2 thoer brefbs ? c. 
His meanivg imporis thus much: Doch an ordinarĩe Soul- 
dier in the field againſt a mortal man & carthly enemy, reeol- 
lect and vnite all the ſpirits and powers of body and ſoule 
with all efficacie, and earnefinefle; for the eneounter: And 
fhall a Chriſtian Souldierthat wrafiles not 2painſt ffeſh and 
blood, but againſt Principalities, againft Powers, againſt the 
rulers o the darkneffe of this world, apaioft ſpirituall wick- 
edneſſes in high places; who is euery moment furioufly af- 
faulted and hunted euen like a Partridge in the Mountaines, 
by the deuils open rage, the ambuſhment of the World, and 
the endleſſe treacheries of his awnefalfe heart, trifle away his 
time, and turne aſide to royes?2 ny 
4 No. incrachers vpon heauenly comforts ;- no dimi- 
niſhersof our delight in God; no deuourers of ſpitituall 
joy. For this is a very deare and diuine thing, to bee prized 
and preſerued as a feet and celeſtiall Jewell, far more worth 
then heauen anq earth; which the world can neither giue, 


nor 


4 


noetake om vs ; — firanger meddle with it. 
Wee may take ancftimace of irs excellency, by caſting ous 
eyes vpon | 


7. The intolerable bisterneſſa of the contrary ; I meane, 


ſpirituall horrour, which, we ſee, ſametimes by woſull enpe- 
rience , doth enrage the guilty conſeiences of ſome forlorne 
wretches, with ſuch reſtleſſe furies, and vnutterable anguiſh, 
dhat at length, ( I know not whether madneſſe or 
cruelty! ) they lay violent and villanous hands vpon them- 
ſelues. In which caſe, ſuch an hell ypon earth is horrout 
of conſcience, they eare not a button for the ſweetneſſe of 
life, the rufull cries of their owne deare children, the heauy 
lookes of their yoke-fellowes, the abhorred infamy th 
bring vpon their owne names, ſamilies, kindred, buriall, 
poſteritie. Oh how they ſpurne at with a vile, diſdainefull 
contempt, Pleaſures, Riches, Honours, Crawnes , Kiog- 
domes, Worlds of gold, any thiog, euery thing, as miſera- 
ble comforters! Nay ĩt is fo ſtinging , that they will rather 
venture vpon that other Heil, co which they are poſing in a 
Coffin of blood, a thouſand thouſand times more hortible, 
then endure it any longer. If fence then of divine indigna- 
tion, taking ſecret vengeance vpon the guilty conſcience of 
an impenitent Rebell. puts him as it were into helliſh flames 
aboue ground; what an heauen vpon earth is a ſweet fee. 
ling of Gods reconciled face, and his euerlaſting mercies 
through Chriſt, ſeated and ſet on by the Ghok, and te- 
ſtimonie of a good conſcience? And ho delici doth an 
humble ſoule, fo honoured with a foretaſte and ſirſt· fruits as | 
it were of eternal on „ grafpe the Lord Ieſus in his ordi- 
nances, and blisfully ſunne it ſelfe in the loue and hght of His 
countenance? jc Ft : 
S tones cad ple lenars, which a 
leſſe ite e ioyes, a i which at 
— — — and flaſhes of 
lightning before euerlaſting fire. They hunt after them euen 
into bell, and light a cendle at the Devill for ligbtſomneſſe of 


heart ; by haunting Ale-houſes, — 
a | : ay= 


— 
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Play- houſes, Conuenticles of good - fellow ſhip, ſinfull and 
— 5 — ſpores, a thouſand kinds of vanities and foole. 
ries, which are nothing but the Deuils Wakes, and reuel- 
lings of Hell. And all this little poore carnall mirth, is pur- 
chaſed many times with much ſhame, loſſe, miſery, beggery, 
rottenneſſe of body, diſcredit, damnation; At what an high 
rate then, and with what eagerneſſe and thirſt is that true, 
ſweet, vnmixed, glorious ioy ſpringing out of the Fountaine 
of comfort in an honeſt and holy heart, to bee ſet and ſought 
after? gy | 9 


reſpeR, | 

| 1 1. Of Laſtingneſſe. heart is a cone 

tinuall feaſt; ſaith Salomon; whereas the toy of the hypocrite is 

but for a moment.. Tob-chap. 20. 5. Carnall ioy is like light- 

ning, ſpirituall like thelight of the Sunne. While the Play 

laſts, the ſenſualiſt laughs; but hee falls into his dumps when 

all is done. The Drunkard is merry, whileſt hee reuels it a- 

mongſt his pot-companions inthe Ale- houſe; but when he 

comes home, there is many times wofull worke. Whileſt 

the Gameſter is at play, he is well enough pleaſed; but when 

bee hath made away all, hee is ready to make away himſelfe 

alſo. A cunning and proſperous Worldling, I conſeſſe, b 

Gods permiſſion may patch together hispleaſures all his life 

long: but at furtheſt, at death comes the deadly and euer- 

laſting dampe: whereas hee that walkes with God, is con- 

gl auld aries tetited and comfortable all the day; and death is the day- 

proper de. breake to him of euerlaſting brightneſſe. Carnallioy, I fay, 

bar apprebende+ js like lightning, a flaſh and a away z b leaues the minde in 

pes qu am tene · more extreme and deeper darkneſſe ; blaſts the heart and af- 

rexr,avolabat. fections with all ſpirituall deadneſſe and deſolations, with 

d Delefario oc- many boyling diſtempers, much raging wild- fire, and vn- 

cir, &prereriſts quenchable thirſt after ſenſualitie, earchlineſſe and Epicu- 

tranſije miſemm łiſme; and firſt or laſt, it is euer certainly followed with ren- 

Selen deli ting and roaring of the ſpirit, ſpirituall cerrours, chunders, 

& reliquit.Au- darkenefle and damnation. But godly ioy is like the light of 

e te Sunne, which though it may for a time bee ouerca ti | 
ouds 


3. Thedifferences betweene ſpirituall and carnall joy: in 


—_—____—__l_.. 


comfortable walking with Gol. — 1 
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clouds of temptations, miſts of troubles, and perſecutions, 

darkneſſe of melancholy; yet it ordinarily breakes out 
ageine with more ſweetneſſe and ſplendour, when the 

ſtorme is ouer: but howſoeuer, it hath euer the Suune of 

righteouſnefle, and Fountaine of all comfort, ſo reſident and 

rooted in the heart, that not all the darkneſle and gates of 

Fell ſhall euer be able to diſplant or diſtaine it, no more then 

+ - &fyortall man can pull che Sunne out of his Sphere, or put out 

© 7 hisglorious eye. | 

2. Ofpuritie. The edge and relliſhof carnall-ioy, is euer 


8 
3 
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uch rebated and imbittered with many ſowre ſauces , and 
enuenomed mixtures; impatiencie of delay, difficulty and 
"= *-danger in attainment, vnanſwerableneſſe to fore- conceits 
and expectation, many ſecret terrours, fretting iealouſies, 
diſceontented indignations againſt their diſcontinuance and 
—— &c. And beſides, thoſe three enſuing indiuiduall 
ſings, which to an illightned conſcience as inſeparably and 
ſenßbiy dogge them at the heeles, as a ſhadow the body in 
the Sun-ſhine; cut the very throat, and burſt the heart of all 
worldly pleaſures. 1. One of them is, as it were, naturall, im- 
mediately _— all earthly mirth ; more melancholy and 
heauy- heartedneſſe . » For as the Rivers of. ſweete 
water runne their courſe to die in the ſalt ſea 3 ſo the hony 
of all earthly pleaſure , euer endeth in the gall of griefe. 
Voluptuouſneſſe even in her deareſt minions, ordinarily 
expires with anguiſh and anger that it is The tran- eg 
 firorie flaſhes of ſenſuall delight, are like the light of acan- ni: 
dle, which leaue at the cloze a noiſome vexing ſnuffe be- ben gang) 
hinde. And that ſweeteneſſe which ſenſualiſis ſwallow la oceupar, 
downe ſo greedily, turnes to grauell in their guts, and at fare 
well fills their ſpirit with the rerurne of a more heauy melan- · Cam caperir te 
cholicke humour, then be fore the receite. 2. The other I call A II 
a temporarie ſting: for all the wayes of worldly * 2 peccatum — 
are ſtrowed alſo Wich needles and nettles, that I ay ſo ſpeak, n cles. 
which euer and anon pricke and ſting her datlings, as they leres doleres 
plucke her fading flowres. So that at beſſ they are but like fzg. 
Rees robbing-a Waſpes neſt , who rauenouſly rifle the g 


combes, 
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combes, and with much adoe fucke out a little hony, but in 
che meane time, are ſoundly ſtung and ſwolne about head 
for their painefull pleaſure. In their ſeuerall walkes of a „ 
fooles paradiſe, they hunt both vnreaſonably and vnſeaſon - 
bly after vranſitorie delights; but chey are euen pained, and 
ayed home with a witneſſe in the very purſuite. For in- 
{tance : The couetous man accounts worldly wealth, and an 
board of gold this heauen vpon earth; but in heaping it toge- 
cher, his heart is wofully rent and torne aſunder wich carking, 
thoughrfulneſſe, reſtleſſe rooting in the earth, anxious and 
endleſſe cuſting about and forecafting : In a word ; with 
much cate in gathering, more feare in keeping, and moſt 
griefe in parting from it. So that for feeding his greedy eye 
vpona little vaniſhing heape of yellow earth, his heart is con- 
tinually haunted with ſuch vexing Harpies, I meane, waſting 
cares and falſe feares, that dry vp euen his vicall moifture,and 
Flas egent,quan- cut his very heart-ſtrings in a pieces. Good-fellow meetings 
Beh: vella. and Ale-houſe reuellings are the drunkards delight; but ail 
rur,cupidiratibus the while hee ſits at it, hee is, perhaps, in a bodily ſeure of the 
— Puritane-Conſtable: when towards night he . — 
rriſtiria contabe- home wards, hee becomes a gazing and *laughing-ſtock 
oo children in the ſtreets; no ſooner comes hee reeling into his 
_ *Ridiculusin own houſe, but he rings freſh cties, and teures of fame and 
foro puereniie-. grieft from bis wife and family ; for the reproach, beggerie 
vr ab omnibus and miſeric he brings vpon them. And as hee goes on in this 
der itbomen drunken good-fellowſhip, and rakes a pride and pleaſure in 
Ebrier.&+ darum. pouring in of ſtrong drinke; there many times inſenſibly 
grow vpon him many loathſome diſeaſes and deformities of 
Body, heumes, Dropfies, Palſies, a ſearefull face, frovnp, fai. 
un newer riſiug apaine; ſometimes not euen out of a lit- 
tle gůutter, that would ſcarce choake a child. The laſeiuious 
wanton that wanders inthe twilight inthe eueming iu rh black 
aud darke night, ufter the ſtrange woman; befides the dart 
which ſticks faſt, and ranckles in his Liuer ; meetes in the 
meonę time with rottenneſſe in his bones, a conſumption of 
his marrow,ewomd, and difponour,and reprouch, that ſgulfnur 
ber wiped amy. The boiſterous #fpiring Nimrod, out ofa 


glut- 


gluttonous deſire of ing offices and honors, ſcrues him. 

fe vgs & mods, into ſome high place as his onely Paradiſe; 

and when hee is gotten vp, dancesfull merrily in golden fer 
ters vpon his ſlipperie ſtanding : but oouldeſt thou ſee into 
_ in n behold his heart miſerably fretting 
and vexing it ſelſe; raping with many paſſionat e diſtempers 
for che ing; tion of good men; — inferiours z 
thwarting ors; enuie of compeeres; vndermi 
nings of counter · factioniſts; iealouſies of Princes, dc. 
many great mens heartt haue burſt wich the blaſting frownes 
of a Kings forchead? Nay, and which is a Bedlam miſery 
vpon the ambitious man; hee is many times moregrieued 
for an affront of ſome grand oppoſite; becauſe hee cannot 
honeys whey this be. ores in —— or for 
the negle OMe ex comple Ur and ob- 
——— thenpleaſed with allthe other bravery and iollitie 
of his high roome. This is cleare in Hamax, though hee was 
encompaſſed and crowned with much vndeſerued and extra- 
ordinarie precedency and pompe; yet this one little thing, 

to wit, becauſe ¶ Mordacai would not bow the knee, and doe 
reuerence vato him at the gate, did vtterly marre and 
diſſweeten all the other excellencies and extraordinarineſſe 
of the Kings fauour: See Heſter, Chap. 5. Verſ. 10, 1, 12, 
13. 4 S e 
riches, & c. But allthis, ſaich hoe, dn archi e me, as 
dong as pur ug. e at the Kings gate. 
3. Thethirdis an-erernall ſting, which t a waking, and 
working conſcience ariſeth out of a ſerious conſideration, 
and ſence of Gods eauſeſull, iuſt and holy indignation-re- 
uealed in his Booke agginſt impenicents in ſuch kindes. 
Whereupon it is no maruaile , chough many times their 
hearts hatimg to bee reformed, and bearing their ſeuerall 25 
doomes denounced againſt chem from Gods one mouth, 

in that Word, by which they ſhall be judged at the laſt Day, 
beful oe ee 3 8. 
Dune Brgy, enen — 2 — 


"neuer=dying worme, whic; hereaft 
dying 
5 ä tance, 
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tance, will e their conſciences with full rage and 
ynquenchable horrour world without end. The worldling 
therefore may iuſtly tremble and roare when he reades that 
cutting Comminatiov, Tarn. 5. 1, 2. Goc to nom, ye rich men, 
veepe andhowle for your miſeries that [ball come pon you. Taur 
riches are corrupted, and your garments moth- eaten : your gold 
and flu cankered, andthe ruſt efehom ſoall bee a witnefſe 
againſt you and ſpall cate your fleſp as it werefire: ye haue heaped 
treaſure together for thelaſt dæpes. The wanton, when he well 
weighs that e eee 4. ſo full of yengeance a- 
gainſt him: Bur whoremongers and adultereris God will indge, 
The drunkard, when hee finds himſelfe in the curſed Cata- 
Mp logue of that damned crue, 2. Cor. 5. . e not deceined,neither 
fornicators, nor [dolaters, =- nor druutardi, &c. ſpall inherit 
the Kingdome of Ged. The Ambitioniſt, when he cafts his eye 
| -. fromthe top of his vſurped honours, ypon that dreadful 
as rss. 3 downefall,Obadiah 4- Thengh chow exale ain felt, as an Ea. 
quem bodie prz- gie, aa though thow ſet thy neft among the ſtarres, thence I will 
— ing thee domus, ſaith the Lord. 
eras in carcerem utnowon the other fide, ſpitituall Toy, which ſprings 
eG” out of the wells of ſaluation, andis a ray and repreſentation, 
alen! Quid as it were, of the Sunne of Righteouſneſſe, and that eternal 
don false; Fountaine of ſoundeſt and laſting comfort, is all ſweete, 
Qudd 6 inhac pure,ſhining, calme, e eee vtterly free from 
rl rtinem hne thoſe fore-grumblings and reluctations of conſcience; en- 
exadic,omaind uenomed mixtures and flauiflrapprehenſions ; after-repen®« 
gm reſecs. ting 2 though it may be 


licitatemreſeca- tings, tings and melancholike 
bir. Bequem ho- affaulted, and Worn "Fe dimmed with ſome doubts, diſ- 
pomp3comiraba- truſts and weakeneſſe of degree, by reaſon of our vnglori- 


— per tes ſtance, truth, and bliſſefull iſſue, it is _— glimpſe of hea- 
ary 4 | | 2 4 T » : os ; | * 
we —— "& uenly glory, a pure taſte of the rivers of Life, and firſt fruits 


of eucrlaſting ioyes. Thus the bleſſing of the Lord maketh 
oma 1 


: ramen * to iniurii af- 
r ſepeyumerd.inimici & hoſles inter ſe 
coaceruataſunt,ſecun) aufert;dequibus digeney 


(Aryſoft.Hom.22. in Gen. 7 2 


the 


dur, & quiincar- fied ſtare of mortalitie; yet in reſpect of its creation, ſub 


—— 


r 


— 


comfortable walking with God. 


the heart ſpiritually merry with incomparable ſweetneſſe, 
and he addeth nofotrow with ir. RATE i 
3. Of dignitie and divine temper, Carnall ioyes baue for 
their foundation the fading arme of fleſh, and the faſhion of 
this world, fraile and fleeting as themſelues: earthly power 
and policie for their prop and ſupport : For their ObieR, the 
Garbage of the earth, Gold and Siluer, foode for ſwiniſh- 
worldlings; noble captiuities, guilded fetters, I meane,vn- 
deſerued dignities, honours, offices, greatneſſe, and high 
roomes, the onely ayme of ambitious Shebnaeer; the filth and 
froth of brutiſh pleaſures, fewell ſor Sodomiticall flames, 
and ſuch like N and vanity: For their companions, 
gripings: The ſences ſor their ſeate: 


feares, iealouſies, eue 
Time for their limit: for their end, endleſſe griefe and hor- 
etermines in heaui- 


— 


— 


rour of heart: For all earthly pleaſure d 
neſſe, as the Sunne ſets in datkneſſGm. 

But now on the other ſide; ſpirituall Joy is the bleſſed: 
Spirits ſweet and louely Babe, grounded vpon the ſure Co- 
uenant of euerlaſling Loue, Mercie, and Peace in Telus 
Chriſt: The matter of it, is the light a of Gods countenance, 
the Garments of falustion, the precious Robe of Chriſts 


* Quid enim iso- 
m Dei- 
Domini 


righteouſneſle, intereftinhisdeareft Blood, and all the rich; Pari.& 


purchaſesof his Paſhon; looking ypon our names in heauen quim yeriraris 


8 


through the glaſſe of ſanctification, Gods holy Image renu - i 
ed vo ules, and the illuſtrious rc 2 — — | 
graces ſhed from the Throne of Grace & ſhining there; eue- dend criminum 
ry ſweet promiſe in his bleſſed — — 's 
61. 10. Habakkuk. 3.18. Phil. 4 4. And that glorious Name „ iptius 
roclaimed, Exod. 3 4.6, 7. 8 well · ſpring of vnſpeakable 20 beenlienb com. 
freſhing to euery truely broken and bleeding heart; being ohh aun | 
well opened by a feeling and a fruitfull meditatiom For meas conſcientia ice. 
ſure, ic is immeaſurable, without bound or ſtint, and paffeth £5: dens vine, 
all vnderſtanding, no ſtranger doth intermeddle with it, nei- moristimor aul- 
ther can any man poſſibly conceiue it but he that enioyes it. 40 Naben 


| expells, quid medicinas facis, qudd revelationesperis, quddDeo viol # Havaluorates and 
2 — — 
non de praſentis vita inſania, ſed de certitudine tern ſalatis hilarciat, Gregor, in cap. 5. 10% 
; Ic 
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Iris, asit were, the amiable dour and ſparkle of that 
white Stone in the Reuelation, Chap. a. 7. which only ſhines. 
For ſeate ang] cercainty It is engrauen by the Finger of God 
wich an heauenly Sun-beatne , as it were, ſkiviag from the 
fice of Chiiſtinthe very cemer of the heart ; which not all 
the powers of darkneſſe ox helliſn mitts van finally dimme or 
diſpell;the e gs es not take from vs, neither man, 
nor devill, not ſhadow of death euer raze or toote out. Iris 
honoured with that ſupernaturall ſingularitie ond ſacred 
& all natur ill poſſibilitie, 


5 of ordinaty cauſes of de- 
| Noe ſortiſie it, ond ferue as fewell to enlarge ie lightſomneſſe. 
| te glorious Martyr Woodman ſpeakes thus: hen eee 


41; yp pr oſon, wearing otherwhile bolts, atherwhiles ſhackles, other- 
X + while hingonthebare ,ſomtime ſitting in the tocks,ſome- 
itim bound with that all my body hath been fiolne mac 


h 
__ "bike to be onerconve for thepaine that hath been in my fleſh; ſome= 
N ere. 

fz few, I ſan, that dnrſttokerpe my company, for ſcure of the 
5 Inftic fe” Lorie 


Dotors,and Biſhops; ſometime called Dopge, ſometime D ewill, 
Heretihe,Whoeremonger,Trayter, Thiefe, D ectiner, with diners 
other ſuch like : yea, andenen they that dideateof my bread, that 
Rona haue been moſt um ſriends by nature, hanebetrayed mes: 
Ter for allthis, I priaſe ay Lord God, thathath ſeparated mee = 
FEC LY 
| beene eaſis, lipht aud moſt dele able and ionfull of any treaſure 
that eser Ipoſſeſſed, For duration, It is a very glimpſe of hea= _ 
uenly glory, which ſpringing vp in a ſanctiſied heart, out of 
the wells of ſaluation, and catried along withaddition of the 
freſn comforts, from the Word and Sacraments, thorow a 
fruitfull current and courſe of a Chriſtian life, is at laſt enter- 
tamed into rbe Boundleſſe and bottomleſſe Ocean of the 
endleſſe loyes of heauen. 62 FC 


4. Of 


comforts — 


—— — 


a 2 ſen re mirth, The baiſterouſnoſſe ani brew 
uery ef all carnall ivy yaniſherh quite aN, and enp,ẽůNÜ̃un 
5.3 terre When che hege riferbcbarieſency r 
D | 
ble, ar inward tervor, —— ea. — 
hy ing magic ———————r5—— min of the 
2 — * . 
nut ebe Awadghe o pr, pee: 
| np hog into Buhmtrar now let ha 
Farr anubrer Vern oa 1j 
eternity te vtterly ſtript af all oumward comfcers; leebetuy: 
accidents fall ypon him cke, as one 
af anathey; which-beſell.lefled 6b: yertheis fill u hee 
was; he bachraade God his portion;hivoncly Iewelland Toy 
22 Heanen, ar on menacing eyes nd 
iv 3 — Hayes 
ſtaues oface de, ſbrinłe in the weming, ani 
nocbing, becleaues with un yoſhalewand-wribwphi 
. PlalRgeniee Fohic 
. 3 defence, and 
— 


4 


— rms — my che ſhall hor metered 4 is the 
ſtalles : yet I willreiogcein thr Lord: Twill iey in the od of my 
[alvation. While Inbus is in Heauen, neee ee 
uen, though neuer See menen ee trou· 
bleſame ſea of this World bea Rob 
hitn of all earthly ref 1 bis life, 
and lat hut che light of »Gods countenance ſnine pon him, 


whichnodackaofſcnodrdangron, nor Devillin Hell rann - 


with 


—_ 


 \Geterall diveBtions fire 


7 as 


— 2 2 —— —— & 


a e e e 
hey top and ruffe of his moſt 
sand ſwagger im ſenſuahty. But it is not ſo 

utthly-minded man: For howſoeuer he may digeſt 
wiereaſgnzble pxrience, and carry well enough away, all 
croſfes d conmutiRions to his other wortdly comforts; 
while hedothyerwallow-withour inrerroption and difquice 


inthe finfull-pleaſare of chat ſelected way of death ; pon 


whith the tore headſtrong icuttenr of hu corrupt nature 


bet eyſrhhny and he datoralbbent ef hir eernalt affections 


4 | me 
-Gb:lar, at mihi 

:plaudo, 

*Tpſe domi ſimul 

ac nummos con- 

templor in arca. 


ot ſome ſecrettoniumpi ion, match away his wealth; and he 
is likely enough to goe outof his its; and in great hazard 
of hanging bümſelfe. Wlüle the ambitibus inan is proudl 
- mounted; firs faſt | 
att werteʒ and adoted aboue utheriʒ hee cancafily 
- ebentodke with an i | 
good men; emulation of great Ones, thereproaches of che 


lum fig led bu ad madee ſpecluſt choile o, co fbllow / and 
eben n 
hon ofthe ſrecund ſultentuyment of thin his ſemſusll idoll, 
and vartkly got 5:andyoukill hie heart quire,/and plunge 


1 2 — — dis 


golde hes : wall: aſſe by wirkout an great wound or 
psfſion — of he poore, the ponder {oped conſci- 
ence,the-comminationsof the Miniftryy the rryof the whole 
Countryvgainſt his oppreſſwns, vſusy/ſocriſegt and ſinſull 
wayes of hoarding. Miet hee comes home, and fipds his 
bags andbopds'fafe q ho bleſſeth himſelſe in his heart againſt 
A chrestned ie gemenys,borrors,curſes, tonfüſions. Thogh 
leſui Ohriſt himſelfe ſhould preach and preſſe them vpon 
bim Luke 16. u. wih his golden wedge hee eaſily vuts⸗ 
aſunder all ſcrupſes, doubts, exceprions,cexſons;irgumeties,\. 
obieQions;whichany wayes oppoſe his couetous and cruelt 
courſes, Hee pleaſes and applaudes himſelfe again all cen- 
ſures, and contradidtions wharſoruer to the contrary.” But 
et Bols angeyhand in his inffiddgemebe, by fits robbery; 


ypon the Soate of honour, and is Idolized; 


# 


mperious diſdaine, the indig 


mulcicude, 


enam w . 299 
— — — —ꝙ  —_— 
multitude, and all other petiy and priùatectoſſes: bur throw 
him downe from his high . ——— out of ns offices 
at hond urs; and ho Wear) is he ofthe World? heb A ke. 
ſore to himſelfe dow procdigell ef bis life? how fp tient 
of the coinpeny of men? While the wamon wallowes in the 
drutifh-pleaſbres of bis abaminable filo: thee beates well 
— aw the weakening gofhisbotie/he waſting of his 
gobesg ehe ffiame of his 2 of friends, Maite of repu- 
Mibnbutdeace him backs): aw bor le han from che loaſe 
of the range women, andyoubreoke bis hedet pbonifli him 
from his Minion, and hee is teady to make uwey bimſelte; 
Wan ae 8 wounds without cauſe, tedneſſe 
df wife ana children; koutipg in the 
e | fm ns Bars . 
de may domineert᷑ vp̃on che Ale · beuchr bur cut bfihe new 

— ſtrong drinke from his mouh; croſſe bim in his 
ſwaggeting courſe; canfire CG gaod:fellow mee- 
rips; ard yoli take away dg rey life een 
vnfe generate man ſecuieꝝ hunfe lie be fue on 
or other, wherein the erowne'of hiticarnal] l/ vonf f of 
which bereabe bim, and youſhallieauebimioylefſe; heart. 
leſſe; hopeleſſe, and belpetefle, 2 Chri- 
Maps if it Were poffible / ben Fiehurnund Hürth 2 
cremures and comforts of —— 

his ioy+ God is the flrengyh e, hearr, and bis 
1Swrely he [Ball nener bee inet bus beart is Fe anbbelee- 
iind iu the Lordo: GW 10305 n αον e, ien: bor? 
-& Which firti4cis (that ifdycis ſuch anynuaſuable 
Jewelland turäzfi fe e dept | 
exceedinply catefull, not to ſuffer de Kd aud füthof this 


to ſtaine erlegen the glory a and ſweetneſſe of the other. Bu 

iche once perceive any coitipany or —— eee 
wviftaleiwiyhichearefs 

God; Ter Him ub, N yo ů ů 
Sis ſpirirualÞ bappineſſe; andi euei prme and preferre; the 
oy of the ſodle; delights of Graceſrretieſhiogs:of the hot 
ly Ghoft; inflaitely: before sr carnal 
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plemencall viſitations pf vnſanctiſied gaeat Ones, without 
eee gs beſides, ſinfull ex- 
pence of. precious time, are many times vnhappy, occations to 
embarke, eſpecially yeelding natures in ſome baſe and ſcan- 
dalous bufinefles anda entangle them in thoſe wicked ſex. 


Vvioesj or ſome vyncemmfortable inconucnience; which after- 


ward a cold blood woſully wound their conſcienetes, and 
petbapstnuch weaken their Chriſtian reputa tions. 
- | Jeheſaphet: may ſetue as a remarkeable inſtance for this 
purpoſe. Vpon a: time, hee ce t ſee. abel xing 
of Isel, by way of Courtly viſttation. And though bee 
was equall-ynto him in the crowned Maieſtie of à King, 
and a good man; yet traines god inſinuations by Royall 
entertainments, and a Princely feaſt premiſedd as it appentes 
in «be ſlatie, her un cimniogly sicht and caſt ibi che con-. 
federation ion and ſocietie of an ynhoppy werte: whereby. with 
adiſbonourable precipitation, he plunged himſelfe both into 
ſpicicoall miſeries, and temporall miſchiefe, both hurt his 


conſcience, and hazarded his. fie. For the firſt, x. Hee ſud: 


gred and concument ſ of the whole Syrian Armic ; (one- 


—— will in the point from 


mouth ofthe Prophet. 2. When faichſull Airboiob had 
deliuered the truth, and acquainted them with the minde of 


God; he notwithſtanding went on with the buſmeſſe. 3. He 


Aid not appeare on abe Prophets ide, and in his deſence, a- 
galnſ che imperious inſolency of that falſe ſlattering Zede- 
abiab or the mereileſſe tyrannle of bal; who ſent him to 
prifon for telling him the truth Foule aſperſioms vpon ſo fa- 
mous a King | For the ſecond,hy the cruell cunning of hol- 
low-hearted Aha, hen expoſed himſelſe both to the enres- 


vpon a penicenteiaculation, his life was reſcued miracu- 
loufly from that extremeſt danger) and alſo to the wrath of 


God, for helping the yagodly,andlouing them ee | 
1802 4 74 E 


the Lord as the Prophet told him, 2. Chron. 19.2. © 
| Miſtake me not: I purpoſe not in this paſſage to cenſure or 
diſgrace any warrantable ceremonie & ſolemnities of State; 
mutuall entercourſe of noble deportment amongſt Com. 
peeres;ciuill exchange of faire & amiable behauiour one to- 
wards another;any charitable offices of humanity, or Chriſti- 
an paſſages of courteſie and loue: but the idle,tormall flat- 
tering vanities, Hypocriſies, diſguiſements of thoſe many 
needleſſe, fruitleſſe and endleſſe ſalutations, complements, 
viſitations, entertainments, affected and acted by ſuch vaine 
people, who are extremely troubled how to be tid oftime: A 
commoditie of high account with all thoſe, who are ſenſible 
and mindfull of their laſt account: Euery moment whereof 
ought in the meane time to bee crowned with fruitfull im- 
prouement, by all choſe that truely feare God. I could wiſh 
that a gracious concurrence of —— and greatneſſe, 
true Nobleneſſe indeede, where God himſelfe is top of the 
kinne, and Religion the roote; ( in reſpect whereof thoſe = Nobilitas Hero- 
other : by birth, by riches, by meere morall vertue, by va- dndam nonbüs 


— — 


2 


lour, by learnin 503 fauour of Princes, are but ſhadowes and howini prove- 
noured 


* 


ſhapes of nobleneſſe) were honoured with all due attributi- n — _=_ 
ons, higheſt reſpect, and beſt obſeruance. In ſuch a caſe ie is di. per quam bor 
not yncomely for Paul, to trauaile from Arabia to Teruſalem 2 per adopd- 
to viſn Peter, Galat. 1 18. Or the Queens of the South, from 6: sponm Chrilti: 
the vttermoſt parts of the earth, to ſee Salomon, 1. Kings fit remplan Spi- 
10. 1. But I would not 1 folly, guilded rotten- quinoblicaes 
neſſe, ſacrificed ynto with ſo much ffatterie and counterfeit eee 
crouching. For why ſhould fitken dung bee ſo adored, and obſun poritsali- 
golden damnation deified? Now the reaſons why ſuch yifi- Jad zs ed 
rations, as well as recreations may many times prooue ſnares hominibus ; ab- 
to entangle vs in ſinne, damps to dull our forwardneſſe; o 
one way or other: breede and bring ypon vs Tome ſpiritu- 
all miſeries, are ſuch as tbeſee 1 

1. Great men without grace, ordinarily make vſe of all 
others for their owne aduantage. With an immperious policie 
and a kinde of Aachiaueliam Alchymy, they ſectetly and in- 
uifibly conuert, diſpoſe and manage the agency, abilities, at 


3 | {eruice- | 


xe. 
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ſeruiceableneſſe of their followers, viſitants, adherents and 
dependants, to ſerue their one turnes, to feede their hu- 
mours further theit priuate ends of profit, pleaſure, riſing, re- 
putation, or ſome other choiſe carnall contentment and pre- 
dominant worldly delight. They haue their portion in this 


te, and their heauen here; therefore they labour to make 


their earthly Paradiſe as full of pleaſures, as poſſibly they can. 
Their owne ſenſuall couetous and ambitious hearts are the 
centers, wherein the lines and leuell ofall their plots policies, 
and proie cts doe concurre, and meete; and to which they 
conduct and direct the officiouſneſſe, pliableneſſe, and ſeue- 
tall ſeruices of all thoſe with whom they hold any kinde of 
correſpondence or entercourſ gde. 


% 
4 


2. Such exerciſes of Courtly vanities, ſleeueleſſe errands, 


— 


idle buſineſſe, are Satans chiefeſt and choyſeſt ſeaſons for 


the ſuggeſtion of temptations, and too ſucceſſefull diſcharge 
of his fiery darts. Hee bath ordinarily more power ouer 
men, and is much likelier to preuaile, when he ſindes them 
idle or ill occupied; then when they are buſied with humble- 


neſſſe and ſinceritie in religious duties, or the neceffarie 


workes of a lawfull Calling. In our beſt and holyeſt imploi- 
ments hee is indeed moſt eager againſt vs; but at times of 
idleneſſe and exerciſes of vanity, hee ĩs commonly moſt ſuc- 
ceſſefull. In Gods buſineſſes, the honeſt executions of our 
Calling, and ſeaſonable Chriſtian recreations, we may ex- 
pect vpon good ground, and with hopefull comfort, Gods 
protection, the; ordinarie aſſiſtance of his bleſſed Spirit; 


| harmleſnefle fromthe creatures; Satans reſtraint; fome good 


meaſure of mortifying helpe againſt the rebellious ſtirrings 
of our owne corruptions, and ſuch other bleſſings promi- 


 ſedinſuch caſes. But if men will needs be idle of imp yed . 
>, in vanity, they juſtly bereaue themſelues of all theſe com- 
>. fortableproteRions and priuiledges. For it is iuſtwith God, 


at ſuch times that Hee ſhould withdraw from them His 
owne protecting hand, reſtraine the gracious influences of 
that es let looſe againſt them with indignation, 
Satan, the creatures, and their owne corruptions, which is a 

471 very 


SOS 


omfortable walking with God, 


very grieuous cut to a tender and waking conſcience. . | 
3. The preſence and proteſtations, the intimations and 
motions of men in high place, mingled with an affected fami- 
liar communication of themſelues, and plauſible neglect of 
all formall ſolemnities & auſterities of ſtate, ypon purpoſe to 
inſinuate ſooner, and more ſuttlely; are many times very po- 
tent to preuaile with, and perſwade eſpecially inferiours. For 
they are apt when they are ſo aſſaulted: 1. To conceiue tem- 
ſelues highly honoured, when thoſe condeſcend and vouch-⸗- 
ſiſe to intreate and be beholding, who might in other ke 
command, nay, and perhaps ypon a pointofaduantage, ang 
pang of diſpleaſure, quite cruſh and caſhier them. 2. To hole 
it a conuenient policy in theſe dayes of the raigne of iniquity _ 
and ſelfe-loue, when Judgement is turned backward , and In- \. 
ſlice ſtands a farre off; when truth is falus inthe ſtreet, and equi= © 
tie cannot goe, as the Prophet ſpeakes,to gratifie and demerit 
ſuch mighty Ones, as may ſhelter and protect them from all 
ſtormes of violence, oppreſſions and wrong; nay and per- 
haps, by their countenance procure them a great Sales cre= 
dit and efleeme; if not obſeruance and awfulneſſe from thoſe 
amongſt whom they live. 3. To call to mind out of too many 
wofull experiences, that in the frownes and angry fotcheads 
of great men; are inſolded many times many ſecret complots 
of cunning cruelty, and plauſible malice: which when time 
ſerues, fall full heauy vpon the hearts and heads of inferiouts, 
which gre not in allpoinis pliable to their humours. And out 
of ſuch carnall conſidetations as theſe, by a nſh vnaduiled 
fernen, they too often plunge themſelues hand ouer 
ead into vnworthy engagements, and become men 


— 


— CE 
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of ill offices; the baſeneſſe and iniquitie whereofdothafier- /* 

ward in col blood ſirike full cold yntotheirbearss]; - and 

leaues a gaſh and grieuous wound in their conſciences, com- 

forts and Chriſtian reputationsggs 
4. At ſuch entertainments and tables of Great me 


friends to the truth; thou wilt e elt, \Prov.23.8. 
bc l N44 enforced 


preter volunta- 
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+$urepme am 52nforeed healths, i not empolſoned wich blaſphemies, ob: 


fabulz frequent ſcenitios and horrible caches. Thy muſicke wilbe merry les, 
Jupratibus : clau- fained ieſts, ſcofs &ſcurrilities, againſt Gods beſt ſetuants, and 


dere autres nen the Kings beſt ſubiects; commonly calumniated as peſtilent 5: 


pores: probidere fellowes. For ſo the Church complaines, Lam. 3.63-Ionchezs 


furrepunt etiam nice. Few feaſts, where the founder is not Gods friend; but 
tem pocula. Au. after his good- fellow guefts bee well heated with variety of 
,b. diſhes, and ſtrong drinke; as their faces b are inflamed with 
Eine #0146 fiery reflections one from another, ſo their hearts will be en- 
Der da. raged with mutuall infection of furious malice, to belch oue 
5 7, 45, ab. moſt prodigious dunghill villanous lies hammered by the 
ſcmetimes ſeene the very fouleſt Fiend in the darkeſt nooke of hell, againſt thoſe 
— 4. that are true of heart: Lord, thou knoweſt / The complemen- 
tall formes and flouriſhes of thy welcome, may prooue as a 
picfall to plunge thee into ſome diſhonourable imployment, 
or one way or other to betray thee to an vncomfortable en- 
tanglement of thy conſcience. So that if thy generous ſpirit 
will nobly riſe againſt ſuch froth end folly, ribaldry and rai- 


ling, the ynwo figs mend e work times; if it 
bee ſenſible of Gods diſhonour, the diſgrace of the Saints, 


and thine owne danger; thou canſt not chooſe hut be wea - 
rie of ſuch good cheere. Nay, beſides the reſolution of thy 
judgement, that in ſuch a cafe thou wouldeſt farre rather 
haue ſtayed at home with a dinner of greene hearbs, then to 
haue thine eares ſo grated, and heart grieued all the while at 
a great table; euen in nature thou ſhalt fare worſe. For Oy 
iuſt indignation}, diſcontentment and ſadneſſe vpon ſuch 
ground, will naturally contract thine heart, thicken th 
blood,chill thy ſpirits; that naturall heate will faint and faile 
in the ordinary current and courſe of concoction. No mar- 
uaile then though thou be readier co yomitthy morſels,then 
to reioyce in thoſe high entertainments or variety of meſles, 


which are diſſweetened with ſuch diſtaſtfull and bitter mir 
tures. And „eee : both of humani 


. 


and Chriſtianity. For the firſt; out of the ingenuous ſim L. 
citic and honeflyof thy heart, thou wilt returnereall; — 


cere, affectionate demonſtrations of thankfulnefle,for meere - 
da diſſembled 
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diſſembled formall ceremonies of entertainment and wel - 
come. For the other; thou ſhalt be ſo farre from finding a free 
and comfortable vent and entertainment to any good talke; 
that if thou meddle that way, thou marreſt all themirth, -_ 
Mention of heauenly things, our laſt account, the life to come, 
iudgements againſt ſinne, priuiledges of the Saints, happi- 
ofthe holy Ones, &c. which might ſweetly ſeaſon, and 
as it were, ſanctifie their meeting, and thoſe good creatures 
of God they ſo plentifully enioy ; would preſently caſt all &. 
the company into dumps of melancholy. The Word of 
God, writ vpon the wall in the very height and ruffe of their a 
greateſt iollitie and reuelling did make the heart, ioynts & 
and knees of that mighty KingiBe/Gezzerſto tremble, as the 
leaues of the forreſt when they are ſhaken with the winde. 
How often may we obſerue many goodly and gracious diſ- 
courſes buried in the boſomes of men of vnderſtanding and 
worth, placed below, by reaſon of the domineering talka- 
diueneſſe, and imperiousi e of ſome filken Idoll fie 
ting at the head of the table? Horſes, and Hounds & Hawks, 
deuoure full often and eate vp not onely ſpirituall and holy, 
but euen all morall and manly talke. . YI 
For the more conuenient declining and preuentionof any 
enſnarement and inconuenience in this kinde; let mee com- 
mend to the Chriſtian ſuch cautions and conſiderations as 
6 

1. Euer before thou enter out of thy doores, vpon any 
occaſion; buſineſſe, iourney, viſitation; weigh well with due 
deliberation; in the ballance of an holy wiſedome, all cir-. 
cumſtances, concurrents, company, probabilitie of all euents, 
and conſequents on both ſides; of ſtaying at home, or 
going abroad; viſiting this or that friend; vndertaking 
that or the other buſineſſe; and euer conſtantly en- 
cline and reſolue that way ; which in all like lyhood will 
bring moſt glory vnto God, good vnto others, and com- 
fort ynto thine owne conſcience. Let it onely bee the ſin- 
full Iibertie of hopeleſſe worldlings, to waſte thei: ng peg 

the. . 


one, 


labour; (for the ncedleſſe expence of every moment © 
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one, and motion of the other, they muſt very ſhortly be full 
dearely accountable at Gods ſtrict Tribunall) in choſe, im- 
pertinent vagaries and idle yifitations, which haue no other 
moriue, but adefire to be rid of time, and to feede a gadding 
* and reſtleſſe humor; no other end, bur vanity or vaine- glo- 
. rie; no iſſue, but temptation, and greater diſabilitie to good 
- duties. But let euery wiſely reſolute and truly iudicions Chri- 
ſtian diſdaine, howſoeuer worldly wiſdome deride it, to ſtep 
ouer his threſhold without a warrantable Calling, aime at 
ſome honeſt end, probable foreſight of ſome good to come 
thereon, honour to God, furtherance of ſome good cauſe, 
good vnto our brethren, diſcharge of ſome dutie of our Cal- 
ling, performance of Chriſtian offices, of charitie, humanitie, 
naturall affection, mutuall comforting , confirming, refreſh- 
ing, and building vp one another in our moſt holy-faith, and 
the like. Otherwiſe hee ſhall bee in great danger to returne 
home farre worſe, then when he went out; laden both with 
more perſonall guiltineſſe, and acceſſarineſſe to others finne; - 
bleeding with ſome freſh bruiſe of conſcience, by falling 
ſcandalouſly, or failing in ſome Chriſtian dutie; growneinto 
a further diſacquaintance and eſtrangement.. from, God; 
deepelier ſunke, perhaps, into ſome ſinfull ſocietie, and ſen- 
ſuall conformities with men of this World 
. „ Some actions, Lconfeſſe, and vndertakings in their owne 
4 nature, and in reſpect of the obiect, 2 as the Schoole men 
ac, rieten, ſpeake, are indifferent: but cloathed with circumſlances, and 
— 2 ex indiuiduated by the actuall working of a particular Agent, 
folo obicAoabiq; are not ſo, but neceſlarily become morally good or euill, to 
Vel! 2. Sccundum the doer. And therefore the aſſertion of b Cafarinus in the 
racionemquay Councell of Trent, to this purpoſe, was conſonant to the o- 


i ob . . » 0” £8 + 
rr aibus cir: Pinion of the greater part of the <Schoolemen ; Eueryparts- 
cumfſtantijs,finis, _ b . 5 AR nid gs, io, 
| lociztemporis, & huiuſmodi. Primo modo contingit dari aftum indifferentem, qui nec eſt bonus, net ma. 

lus, &c. See Durand.2.Difi.40.4 1. It may not ; be denied, that all aftions of men indued with th e - of 
reaſon, at egenerallyeither good or exit, Hooker lib. 2. Sect, 8. of Ecciſiaſt. Politie. b Hiſt, of Counc. of Trews. 
pag. 196, © Them 1. ſecundeq.18. Art.g. Nullus individuals aQus eſt indiffcrens, Adler. a. diff. 40, ar. 
4. Ægid. 2. Diſt. 40.4. 2. Ricthar. 2. Diff. 40. ar. 2. f. 3. Dur. 2. Diſt. 10 — Ste alſa Ruſtachnur. Trgct᷑. de act. Ho- 
m. g. 3. Actiones humane, ſaith be, conſiderantur: 1. Vel ſecundum ſpeciem, & in actu ſignato. Sic ad. 
mittuntur quidam actus humani ſecundùm ſe, & ex natura ſui indifferentes. 2. vel Secundam aid diuidu- 
Cnlar 


am, & velut in aQu exercito. Et ſie nullz humana aRiones ſuns indifferentes. 5 


— 
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cular ation, ſaid he, i good or cuil, neither is there to bee found 
any one indifferent : he meanes in the ſingular and aQuall ex- 
iſtence; in the generall theremiy. Recreation is of it ſelte, 
and in its owne nature indifferent; but drawne into exiſtence 
and exerciſe, put in practiſe, and putting oncircumſtances, it 
will euer become vnto thee either ſinfull, or ſanctiſied. If 
reQifiedby ſuch rules as I haue formerly delivered: for that 
purpoſe; it may proue comfortable, but ftaind with pro- 
phane company, a ſenſuall end, immoderate delight, no ne 
ceſſitie in reſpect of weariedneſſe of bodie; or tiredneſſe 
of minde, vaine expence of precious time due to holy duties, 
or diſcharge of our Calling, it may proue curſed. It is ſo alſo 
in the preſent point of viſitation ss. 
2. Although the Apoſtle, 1. Cor. 10.27. in theſe words; 
And ye be difpoſed to goe] ſeemes to intimate, that itũs not vt- 
terly and abſolutely vnlawfull vpon any occaſion for a Chri- 
ſtian, eſpecially if inuited, to viſit an irreligious man; yet let 
none who deſires to preſerue peace at home in his one bo- 
ſome, preſume hereupon to plunge hitnſelfe hand ouer- head 
into any vnwarrantable e and correſpondencies 
with wotldly menzor build hence a licentiousconceitofany  » 
allowance to communicate himſelfe prorniſcuouſſy with fa- 
miliarity or content, either by way of inuitation or viſitation 
to all commers, all company. It is a foule ſigne of a falſe heart, 
and a fellow, that at length will certainely fall away; to ex- 
pect, entertaine, and enioy with equall patience and delight 
the Worlds Fauourites, and Gods Friends: to bee as open- 
hearted, open · handed, and open-houſed to agood. fellow, as 
ro a gracious man. Euery true-hearted Nathawee/ rightly in- 
formed, and well aduiſed, cannot chuſe but apprehend, ac- 
knowledge and feele a vaſt and vnualuable difference, be- 
tweene the ſweete heauenly communion, and confident. 
communication of heart · ſecrets with faithfull fruitfull Chri- 
ſtians; and the irkeſome intruſions, vexing vaine - glorious 
tediouſneſſe, and frothy conferences of carnal] men, If any of 
Gods children therefore, at any time be diſpoſed to take any 
allowance and encouragement from this place, to . 


———— 
= — - 


General direftions for a 


— — 


But his pure and ſacred ſoule was endowed withan inſinite 


33 by them, then they conuerted by vs: And there- 


— 


viſit knowneenemics to the puritie of Religion, or power of 
godlineſſeʒ let him caſt his eye alſo vpon thoſe caſes and cau- 
tions, which may make ir vomfortable. They are ſuch as 


theſe: x. Their ſaluation. 2. Thine owne ſafety. 


1. For the firſt, bee ſure to propoſe vnto thy ſelfe 
their ſpiricuall good, as thine onely aime, ox at leaſt, principall 
end; and in the ſinceritie and ſingleneſſe of thine heart, to 
ſeeke indeed the ſaluationof their ſoules. Wee haue Chriſt 
Teſws bimſelfe a precedent in this caſe, Matth. 9. 20, 11, 12. 
Hee ſuffered with patience, Publicans and finners to preſſe 
into his company, and did cate and drinke with them, vpon 
purpoſe, to heale their ſoules, and helpe them out of Hell, 


impoſſibilitie ofreceiuing any touch, or tainture from thoſe 
wicked Ones, with whom hee conuerſed; whereas, wormes 
and wretches that we are! if we watch not extraordinarily, 
and ſtand ſtoutly ypon our guard, wee are farre likelier to be 


ore at ſuch times it concernes vs much, to recollect and 
quicken yp all the powers of our ſoules, and ſpiritnall forces, 
with ſpeciall addreſſe and reſolution to preſerue and vindi- 
cate, all we can, the honour, truth, and ſeruants of God from 
all ſtaine, diſparagement and vn worthy cenſure. Let vs la- 
bour and looke to bring as much wiſdome and courage, to 
confront and countermine; as the Devils Proctors, cunning 
and malice, to vndermine & affront the Kingdome of Chr 
Teſs, and glory of Chriſtianitie. It is lawfull and laudable 
for thePhilicions of the bodie, to viſit ſometimes ſuch pati 
ents, as are infected with contagious diſeaſes, to cute and re- 
couer them: ſo that according to the Rules of their Art, they 
arme themſelues wich preſeruatiues and counterpoyſons, to 
preuent & repell rhe noyſomnes of the aire, and noxious ya- 
pors:ſo it may not prooue vnſeaſonable for ſpiritual Phyſici- 
ons, to be drawn ſometimes out of a deſire of doing good, in- 
to the company of thoſe, who are wofully ouerrun with the 


leproſie of finne, and haue, as it were, the plague - ſore of ſcan- 
dalous life running vpon them; ſo that they bee fore - armed 
With 


e e with God, 
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with pr prayer, premediceti 
uo their one 3 ſpirieual infection. 


. Secondly, in caſt of chine ot ſafetio; bot fs, chat 
in ſo doing, thy fincettheart be nat conſcious vnto it ſelle, 
of flauiſh dificuſt, falſe feares , preiudice of Gods proui- 
_ 3 n the arme of eſh, — 
nd and approoue ypon good ground, and out of an 

wiſdome, = — occaſion, — — 
ſcation, as a comfortable meanes offered by Gods good 
hand to mitigate the malice, and mollifie the hearts of 
thoſe which might doetheea miſchicle. It was the ſaying 
of s wiſe man, that he would rather heue a Dogge to fawne 
vpon him, then barke at him; and barle at him onely, then 
dite him. Whereby hee intimated thus much, as 1 concei- 
ued; chat Gods children ſhould not out of an auſtere, ſowre, 
vnwwarrontable retiredneſſe, exaſpetate and enrageynneceſſa- 
tily the to much already alicnaced affections of the con- 
tr nded ; but ſo farre as they may, without wound of 
con cienee,, Raine of their innocencie, or imputatlon of 
ſpirituall cowardlinefſe, obſerue them with fuch common 
offices of humanitie, which may diſ-infierceand keepe chem, 
fnoc hearty friends, yet at feat (which in theſe corrupeeſt 
and angry times we hold a degree of bappineſſe e) moderace 
and ingenuous enemies. Nac may be an inftencein this ſe- 

- cond caſe, who for a more conſidemt fecuringof himſelfe;and 


corortable ſettling of his peer, invited 1 wathia 
— Peafh, Gen. 36.30. To 2 laceh. 
ent a preſent to Efart , Genel. 32. 20, and wr 
fic him at Sei, Genel, —— — But now at 

a on a great ace of 


ia ſueh company, 
e wiſedome —— watc 


courage 
warlly decline two obuious — — 
. 
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diſcouer nor ſueh extreme wenkeneſſe and true b — 


cainde: reſemble got ſo nette ce Rrefull folly of obnoni- 
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ous and vaine · glorious wotldlings; as ro ſuffer the eye abd 
excellencie of thine beauenly Sprit, go be any whit dazeled 
or dulled wich formall effected . outward glory; 
as to hunt with fawnipg tetrour, after the tranſitory fauoun 
of worldly greatneſſe, to adote worthleſſe Magnificoes and 
the worlds Minions with yndeſerued flattering attributions; 
and wich ambitious affectatien, wo contend For, their coun- 
tenance and vncomfortable — cpa ov With them. The 
greateſt man without vertue and grace, though neuer ſo glow 
riouſly enriched with humane felicities,is but as a dead car- 

kaſſe hung ouer with iewels; a very ſpectacle of commiſe⸗ 
ration, to euety ſpirituall eye; euen as that body is, which 
adorned with a goodly feature, and many other admirable 
beauties, yet wanteth eye · ſight, the comfort of life ; wheres 
by it walkes in perpetuall qarkeneſſe and deſperate danger. 
Goodneſſe, though attended with contempt and diſgrace, is 
incomparably more amiable in the eye of an honeſſ Cato, 
much more of an holy Chriſtian, then all the yaine-glorious 
boiſterous repreſentations of any greatneſſe or pompe. Me- 
morable and remarkableco this purpoſe, was the magnani- 
mitie and reſolution of that holy Prophet, 2. Kings 3. 14. 
At the Lord of hoſts liustb, before mhæm I. ſtand, Fareiy wei 
it not that I regard the preſence of lobaſhpluat the; Kong of [us 
daß, I would noplooke toward thee, nor ſee thee. Miſerable then 
is che vanity and vaine-glorious ſlauery of ſuch as with great 
eagerneſſe and impatency hunt * 
pendances, and hold it aſtrangehappineſſe to inſinus te into 
the boſome ofahe world sFatjawires ; though it he hy baſe- 
neſſe, bribery,an vniuetſoll obſequiouſneſſe, and vileaccoms 
modations. They, many times with vauntiug intimailou al · 
ſo to others, proudly applaud and pleaſe themſelues ſantheir 
acgeſſe, countenante, and entertainement with Great ines; 
as though ix argiird in them ſome torg exttaordinaty ſufnci⸗ 
encie and worth: when as perhaps it is their owne flatterin 


inſiauations and intruſion; their. infirumentall a geneie — 
iwphoyment in ſome ill offices, lewd ſeruiceg which bring 
them into ſuch requeſt and acceptation. But: let ſueh khow, 


ie 
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it is thouſand dimer ore comin pd andy true credit to be re- 
ceiued with Chriſtian loue and armes of or grace,intothe heart 
and affections of a good man; then to be entertained with 
greateſt brauery and worldly y applauſeinto graceandfauour 

wich the greateſt graceleſſe One ypon sarth. For alas, when 
a man hach done all he can to pleaſe the humours of vngodly 
great Ones, by an —— ſatisfaction, of their car- 
nall deſires; and to gratiſie them, hath vnhappily 3 his 
owne conſcience; hee can at laſt, when Gods dreadfull viſi- 
tation and flaming vengeance ſhall ſcize ypon him for that 
fone, looke for no beter reward and reply, zhan that cold 
comfort and cutting anſwere, which Judas in he extremity 
of his anguiſh and horrour receiued from. the High Prieſis 
and Elders, Matth. 27.4+ That curſed man came vnto them, 
ready, out of the rage of his yexed conſcience, to teare his 
traiterous heart out of his body with his own bloody eck 
and threwthetbirgy pieces of filueramop ee and gry- 
ed out, I haue ſnued, in that I haue betrgyed the innocent blood. 
But what recompencedoe they returne Ne his imployment 


in vi 
VS. 7 Fer on to that. An ſucha man ſhal Se in che 
day of diftreds, hee my to tale vp ſome rufull com» 


plaint, proportionahle to ¶ ſſererheauy groane; Had { beeye 
a cerefullts ſeruethe God of heanen , as my great Hater on 
ewth, Head neuer leſt me in my gray baires. And wee kei in 
the mane time, Zen is Sear and tranfitoty euen in 
priuate menʒ much more in great per ſonages: The volubilitz 
of whoſe nature is ſoone gluttedz 18 y variable for kinds 
of GriefaQion. A 1 8 aer sin all Stories 5s 
8 Feet how nany 7 retrograde 
a0 wee e 
declinarions,amdcuer at lengrhtheir cer⸗ 
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5 ſerue their turne ? Their reply is, Mat it thay to N 
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xblefdiowſhipintheGoſpell;” and maturt entercoude' of 
poly conference, hequenly counſell, ſpirttruall encourage. 
ments, conſideratien one of another, confirmation in grace, 
and well-gromded reftificarion of meeting together in hen - 
uen, will mcompargbly more refreſn che trembfing heart of 
z dying man, ti f he had been tre wned afl tis life long; 
wich che" Tien? glory of deathly Ringdemes. And in 
che meane time here is nothing in this wotld ro be admired, 
bur the illuftrious ſplendout of hemvenly graces, ſhed and 
ſhining from Gods mercifull Throne, by his fanctffyimg Spi. 
tit, indo che ſoules of the Saints. Neither anything ſo to 
bee defixed, no ſuch prerogatiue and Paradiſe in this vale of 
ceates; 1 ammuall communicaring of their diuine'bright= 
neſſe, and the ſweereioy tffuing thence , à very glimpſe and 
earneſt of euerlaſting glory, to the humble hearts one of 
4. When thou vVffteſt others, or thy ſelfe inuiteſt them; 
take notice euer before - hand, with as punctuall and ſpecial 
ſuruey, as thou cant poſſibly; of their humours, diſpoſiti- 
ons, carriages, opinions, and behnuiours; and thereypon pre- 
medicate and prepare conuentenc and ſenſonable matter; 
whereby thou maift more ſuceeſfefully addreſſe and ply 
thy felfe wich all meckeneſſe of wiſedome and patient dil 
cretion', to infinuare, interpoſe, argue, anſwere, reprooue, 
reply, and fo demeane thy ſelfe in thy whole diſcourſe, that 
through oy default, neither the glory of God, the honour 
of his Truth, the reputation vf Chriſtianitie, or thme oi 
conſcience, recrineany indignitir, diſgrace, diminution or 
wound. Would Chriſtians take this coumſell, hold this 
courſe; chey wduld at ſuch times, not fo often depatt with' 
ſpirituall diſcontent, and ſo Imitten wich conſciouſneffe af. 
terwetd, of their filence, omiffions, cowardimeſſe, and vn- 
profitableneſſe in company. For want of care and conſti- 
ence in thir point, countrey people meet many times in their 
Cotitenticles of goodfellowfhip, ar Ale-houles, Bake ho- 

chey call them Sec. as ta common Mart 


bee e ; 
ling, back Pyävg, diſgracing their neighbours, 
raging 


Y 
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raging' againſt Profeſſors, ſawcily and vnſeaſonably med- 
ling with, and miſcenſuring other mens matters; yea, and 
would you thinke it, ſometimes euen higheſt Myſteries of 
State; reuiling the Miniſterie, eſpecially if managed with 
manifeſtation of the Spirit, and an holy impatiency, to ſee the 
deuill domineere and reuell it in the blood, of the people! 
ſoules without contradiction. When they come together 
at ſuch times, euery one opens his packe of tales; for I haue g 
told you heretofore, that a Tale. bearer is compared to a 


from houſe to houſe, where he finds beſt cuſtome and ſpe 1 

all entertainement: I ſay,at ſuch meetings, it is their manner Fagali">...; -. 

Neo open cuery one his packe of falſe and ſlanderous tales == 

q which they haue raked and ſcraped together by their own 
malicious ſurmiſes, liſtnings, whiſperings', pragmaticall inn 

quiſitiueneſſe into other mens buf r ſo ; 


neſſes, or ſome odde i 
Iatilligencers, whom they entertaine for that purpoſe; and 
chere, out of anirching humor of talkatiueneſſe and rattling” g 


they lay abroad ſuch rotten wares, to the empoyſoning d 
the eares of thoſe that heare them, the defaming of cheit 5s 
threnfarre better then themſelues, and certaine remonſtra n 
tionto their owne conſciences, that they are as yet the chiilisx 
dren of the deuill the father of lies and ſſanders, and haue 
him already learned the very language of bell. Were ſuch + © 
meetings mingled and ſeaſoned with gracious talke, (and al! 
our talke ought «hvajes to be with grace, Coloſſ. 4. ö.) with  — 

holy conferences, and helping one another cowards heauenz 

with planting and preſeruing Chriſtian loue, and kinde af- 

feQions one towards another, it were an happy thing: but 

while there is nothing but ribald and-rotren communica- 
tion, ſowing many times much ſeed of bitterneſſe and heart- 

burning againſt their brethren, in the earas of one another, 

and a curſed ſacrifice , as ir were, ofſpiteſull and ſlanderous 

tongues, offered vp vnto Satan; ſuch miſerable meetings are 

ficter for Pagans, then Profeſſors of Religion; for the _ 

r 7 | ory - 
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ſtory of hell, then for the communion of Saints, Neitherare 
higher places and great Feaſts free from ſuch froth and tranſ- 


cendent villanies of the tongue: Becauſe there the moſt 


hold it a point of preciſeneſſe, to make conſcience of their 
conference, ſay to themſelues, Our liprare our owne , whois 


Lord ouer vs? Pal. 12.4. labour more to furniſh themſelues 


before-hand with complementall phraſes;formes of flattery, 
flouriſhes of wit, variety of ieſts, and other vaineglorious 
oſtentations of courtly ornaments, then with any one word 
of the W ord of God, world to come, or the way to heauen. 


They, I fay, therefore, too often vnworthily diſhonour ſuch 
meetings with much ynnoble deportment in their diſcourſe, 


Beſides other deformities and indignities, how ſeldome ſhall 


ve finde great Tables and ſolemne Eeaſts, without that cur- 


ſed Mnſicke , mentioned, Lament. 3.63? But oh, how infi- 
nitely vnworthy is ita man of honour and worth, to ſuffer 
with patience, any roguiſh Fiddler, ſcurrill Ieſter, or ſtigma- 
ticall ſonne of Belial, to fall foule pon thoſe men, the trueſt 
Nobles vpon earth, Pſal. 16.3! Of whom, and the time is at 
hand, euen the proudeſt of them all, repenting and groning 
for anguiſh of ſpirit, will ſay, nay with bideous yellings 
roare out: Theſe mere they whom we had ſometinees in deriſion, 


and a Pronerbe of reproch. We fooles acconmed their life mai= 


ne ſſe, and their end to bee without honour : but how are they now 
numbred amongſt the childrenof God, and their lot ir among the 
Saints? Therefore baue we erred from the way of Tub, &. 
Where is now the bravery and pompe of our high places ? 
the earthly Paradiſe of our deareſt pleaſures? the Roſe buds, 
with which we crownedourſelues in the ſpring of our youth? 
They are all withered; vaniſhed, and come to nothing; they 
arc paſſed away like a ſhadow, as the remembrance.of a 
gueſt that tarrieth hut a day; nay, as a Poaſt that baſted by. 
Thus much alſo of Viſitations. Now, %,, 0013 
III. Concerning-naturall actions, as meate, drinke; 
ſleepe, &c.I ſhall not ſay much. For were it not, that through 


the courſe of nature, we wofully beſot euen common ſence, 


and infatuate our reaſon with ſenſuality and wilfull blind» 


neſſe; 


* 
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neſſe; euery man might be a rule vnto himſelfe, for tem- 
ee , and moderation this way, Hence that prouerbe 

ath its porbability, Euer man is cither a foole or a Phyſici- 
en. Either he hath learnt by manifold experience, and ob- 
ſeruation of the ſtate , exigency and ability of his owne bo- 
dy; what ſeaſons and proportions of ſuch naturall helpes 
may hee fitteſt for his temperament and conſtitution; or 
elſe hee is moſt vnworthy of that noble thing, an vnder- 
ſtanding ſoule, which he beares in his boſome. | 
For the firſt, Gluttony, fulneſſe of bread , one of Sodoms Ezech. 16. 49. 
ſins;which'as the Scholemen ſay out of ® Gregory, conſiſts in —— 
theſe five points: 1. In an oder- burning of nature with gue nos modi 
new mattet, and more meate, before the perfection & period far: Aguande 
of coneoction haue raiſed a kindly appetite. 2. In a curi- namqueindigen. 
ous hunting after coſtlineſſe, variety and daintineſſe of fare. — 


z. In a luxurious affectation of too much Art, and exactneſſe verd 2 
; r@Uucnit 3 ſed Cle 


in drefling NE 4. In exceſſe and immodera- bos Iamtiotes 
tion in reſpeR of the quantity, 5. In a ſenſuall fury of the —— — 


f 


appetite after good cheere. I ſay, this ynmanly monſter and nc Iraoarari ace 
| Tyrneof the belly, as Chryſoftome calls it, * at this day curatidsxperit 
raigrie as generally, and cry as loud, as any ſinne I can ypoti — 
the ſuddaine remember ſo little contradicted. (And yet there rum, & tewpori 
are many foule and ſcarlet abominations, contempt of godli- — vg 
neſſe, yaworthy comming to the Sacrament, vſury, idleneſſe, ſumendi menſu- 
many hatefull baites and entiſements to luſt; as nakedneſſe — — — 


of brefts and wrifts, abhorred filch ! painted b faces, falic — — 


e haixe, monſttous faſhions, &c. e are not taken to heart c@ quod defiderar, 

1 p ion to their execrableneſſe; agai ich, Samen ipſo aſtu- 

in any proportion to their execrableneſſe; againſt which, &:ameniplos - 
'dererfus peccat. 


Preproper?, lautè, nimis ardenter, ſtudioſs. d Quid facit in facie Chriſtiane purpuriſſus, & ceruſla? 
Quorum alterum ruborem genarum, labĩorumque mentitur; alternm candorem oris, & collj , ignis 
juuenum, fomenra libididum, impudieꝶ mentis indicia. Quomodo flere poteſt pro peceatis fois, que - 
lacrymis cutem nudat, & ſulcos dueit in facie? r . celum vultus, quos Conditor non 
agnoſcitĩ Hieron. ad Furiam de flaru uiduall. Epuſt. 24.9, 3. Trac. 2. Fol. 59, © Audaciconaru & ſacrile- 
go contempru crines tuos inficis, malo preſagie —— iam tibi flamme o auſpicaris —Non 
metuis oro que talis es, ne cam reſurreQionis dies venerir, Artifex tuus te non recognoſcat, & ad 
ſua pramia & promiſſa venientem, remouear & excladari increpans vigore cenſoris & Judicis dicat: 
Opus hoc meum non eſt, nec imago hæe noſtra ef}; catem falſo medicamine poluiſti, crinem adultero 
Fe. 19: mucaſti, expugnata eſt mendacio facies, figuracorrupra eſt, vultus alienus eſt, Deum videre non 
9 oculi tibi non ſunt, quos Deus fecit, ſed quos Diabolus inſecit. vi. De Diſeꝶ. c Ha- 
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great remorſe and reclamation )))) 

We lift vp our voices low d againſt drunkenneſſe, and it is 
high timez for it growes towards an high tide, and tlireatens, 
without timely & reſolute oppoſition, a lamentable inundati- 
on to the whole Kingdome. Whereas his fellow foule fiend, 
gluttonous reuelling, cates yp Gods creatures with abomi- 


+ 4 


nable exceſſe, farre more ynobſeruedly and vncenſured; and 


x” S 


yet it is a worke of darkeneſſe, and damnes as well as drun- 


Pulpits are too ſilent, and the times digeſt without any 


kenneſſe. Rom. 13. 1 3. Gal. 5. 2 1. nay, and that more dan- 


gerouſly , becauſe more inſenſibly. To preſeruethee faire 

and free, not onely from wallowing in, this heaſtly ſinne, 

vhich is proper to Belialt, but euen from any touch and all 
appearance of it, take notice; Nay, to fire the moſt raue- 

nous ſenſualiſt out of this ſwiniſhfilth, let him alſo conſider; 

1. Firſt, That euen that ſinfull ſuperfluity, by which hee 

layeth his owne body (For by (urfeting , ſaith the Wife man, 

baue many periſhed) might yery.comfortably reuiue the hun- 
aVaugulolus BY faintings,and ſuſtaine chelanguiſhing life oſdmany made 
zinpiſci- of the ſame mould, and farre better then himſelfe, So that, 

bus, vnde vigenti h hore 28 e 4 'H or 
peres ſatis ha · VP ON tne matter, tnere is, as it Were, 2 double murder. FLOW 
becem de pane. then are ſuch good creatures of God ſanctified by Word 
— —.— and prayer, 1. Tim. 4.5. to ſuch luxurious Fratricides, vn» 
ſuddefraudar. mercifully mindleſſe of Ieſephe afflictions? or how doe they 


Noliputate gra- 1 
ble healche 


pendis; velis n 2, Whereas thou mighteſt enioy ana 


a £ 


tuirum quod im. eatgto the glory of God? 1. Cor. 10.37. 


a. and lightſome © body; which ig an bappinefle to bee 
abriety to haue had 


< Secratezis fad priz ed aboue gold, riches, infinite wealth; By thine my 
alwayesa nag , TAncy this way, thou filleſt it with crudities, rheumes, o 
N ſtructions, diſtillations, and many wofull f diſtempers. Ihe 
Na, it is further reported of him, that by good order of diet, he eſcaped the plague at Atheys,neuer duopdin 7 
ty, nor the company of the infoctad: whereas the greateſt part of the City was conſumed. Hauen of he n. chap 
243· Galen reporteth of humſelſe lib. 5. cap. i. De ſanit tuend. That aſter 28,zeeres of age, (aud he lined,as 81 on. 
tinus writeth, 140 yeeres, and died onely through ſceblineſſe Future )he was nemer grieued with any ſo: kweſſtier- 
cepr the gr udge of a Feuer of one day Now his rules were chiefly. 1. Neuer to eate and drinks bis : 2. Newer 
to cate any ram thing : 3. To haue alwaies ſome ſweete 22 bim. ee of health is, go riſe 
from the Table with an appetite. Hypocra.Epid.SeQR.q-Aph.20.Tenuis menſa ſanitaris mater.Chryſoft- Hau. 
55. ad pop. Antioch. f Pedum dolores, & capitis grauedines, & verti ee FUCIATU: & tre⸗ 
moren remiſiones,& arqustus, Se longs febree,8 aſtyole, & alia bis multdplura non ex indigenti, 
parcoque viau,ſed ex crapuld. & ſaturitate naſci ſolent, Chryſaft. ilia. ene 


— 
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e aud chollty; d pangs of th 
2 faith the Wiſeman, _ on 6 
ofhis head, ſor ſending downe ſo much rheume, the: ode 
2 all maladies. — —— 24 . as one 
ſaies wittily, De am Bes thou f 
ber inpowring downe; and I will bee j L r downe.. 

Doe not thou diſtemper with'exc till leffels 
The ſtomacke ſurcharged aboue the f Sag of i its acti- 
uitie, as they ſay, and power of natural] — by immo- 
derate cramming or heaping vpon it more meate, before 
the former bee concocted; like a fire begiumg to burne, 
loaden with greene wood; en CE ſmoaky cloads, 
as it were, of raw ſi — line hich aſcending into 
the braine, and r reſolued by che coldneſſe thereof, as vapours 
in the middle region of hy aire, raine downeinto the body 
e theume, che ſource 9 9 Adem 

ers and diſeaſes ;gowrs,dropſizs,aches, conſumpri 
2 „ and other innumerable” mualadies. As — ou 


wouldeſt not with a dram of ſwiniſhs pleaſi rchaſe, a 
| | with Af fn: 


quiſite p ines riſe ill from the ta | 
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is peace ewich God, b 
of, rats From: 
Andelle che e ee e Ari 
make his election yet ſure, with fuller co e reply — 
vpon his boſome luft and bodyofdearhygrojyineo we danger e 
. and communion wichbisGod; and tooke back 185 5 
He uice, before he looks] is Copraj i L Teſws A 
. e 5 gloriou kt 


| Pg who hack ſo dearely 
crowne him. Now this foule exceſſe and fineſſe of feeding - K 


robs vs of this lewell before our time, & ſhorteneth yetmoſe 
* hort ſpanne of liuing in the world. Fi ur * 
prolongeth bis life, ſaith the Wiſe man. Therefore | 
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plant her branches, while bh ſcifeb; 
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ee mtlbeangt auenly., nawral 

he very, Heathens a5 C, ee eee. : 
ths more ennobled and renowned for their frugality, 

us riQorien, But now on the contrary , the rol 
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af: e e cuelty, luxury; vnnaturall im- 
re haue b IT —— b Erech. 1646. 
gu, & c. A there ore thou not < Luxus fiir por. 


ouldeft ſe tentoſi 1z vt qui 


ready.e exerci 
ofnced, and peu Ache ge of bo 2 
lings; eue moderarely Sound ſlevpe comme 
ring, ſaith the Wiſe man, heriſeth earely, and bus witz are with 
| bimco Fares aQiue Og n 3 eee Bu 
Hor o Iſe 
rie deiecti vin ff and waſte the body: 
ry ok —— Tk body by any ſenſuall indulgence. and 
lutemperancy, to weaken and emaſculste the foule:bur both 
dy. and foule ſhould ſerue one another in ſobriety and 
moderation; that the whole man may be more ſufficiently 


and cl | RC GE bim that lested bath body . 
and ſoule for that | 
. The very Hearhens a cer che light of reaſon, did abomi- 
unte wake morall indignation, the ſuperFluous yanitie fis pant. 


andcurigh fjes-of this ſwiniſh ſinne. A Ball, faith 4 Seneca, moram morum iugeram 
will be fild wicthapafture of a few Acres: one Forreſi will — 
ſuffice mapy.. Elephants. But cares the Aire with all her hanris pluribus 


Fomle,tbeSca: withall her Fich, the Earth with all her rotes ici; bono & 
aud rich s., will. ſacisfie che infatiable ms a ——— — 
dane | deere 7 TER — — 
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Iwill onely at this time in this point, acquaint you wich the 
iudgement, zeale and noble indignation of the ancient Do- 
tors, both of the Eaſt and Weſt Churches againſt it. 

Many foule ſinnes are there in theſe laſt and worſt dayes, 

wich elder times were exceedingly angty with, & all ſacred 
learning abominates, and yet Ik now not how, are ſo tranſ» 
formed, and incorporated into the affections and approbati- 
on of the preſent times, that they rather go in the eſteeme 
of the moſt, for honeſt recreations, Gentlemen: like ports, 
tolerable trades, triſles not to be taken notice of; Prodigi- 
ous impudencie | then for workes of darkenefle; and Satans 
| ſervices, as they are indeed. Such as Stage · playes, mixt dan- 
Leing, dicing, officious lyes, painting of faces, falſe halte, vſury, 
WA healthing, &c. theſe and the like, are at this day ſo painted 
©*  ouer with ſenſuall dawbing, and ſtreines of wit; ſo preualent 


in mens affections, ſo impatient of contradiction; fo raging 
againſt any talke of reformation, and ſheltered ynder the 
wings of good fellowſhip; that the Miniſter which meddles 
With them, ſhall twenty to one, be facto a ranke Putitade. 
Againſt the reſt I haue vpon other occaſions diſcharged the 
Ordnance of Antiquity: Here at this time Wat theFathers - 


ſay againſt Healthing, | 
206 ar 1 ; Ambroſe be 
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cred eloquence, with much power and holy ind 


gainſt the Healthers of his time; as yon may. 


who loues the King dearelier then his owne hearts blood, an 
would williagly both out of courage and conſcience, po 
it out if need required, for the preſeruation of his perſonʒ 


makes conſeience alſo of ſolliciting the Throne of Grace or- 
dinarily twice or thriſe a day in priuate, with heattineſſe and 


feruency for chiefeft and choiſeſt bleſſings vpon his ſoule, 
body, gouernement, poſteritie, &c.and if any conuenient and 


diſcontented thought offer it ſelfe, repells it as a-diabolicall 


temptationꝰ I ſay; Shall ſuch an one, onely becauſe he dares 


* 


not giue his name by reuelling, to that curſed catalogue o 
_ carnall condemned workes, Gal. 5. 21. I. Pet. 4. 3. nor con- 


vwiſbing to the King? And ſhall a ſwaggering Gallant emp- 


ty many times of all reall worth, and truly noble parts; one- 


ly audacious enough to expoſe the crowned Maieſty of our 


earthly gods to eheapeneffe and contempt, by an ynhallow-- 
amongſt his 


ed toſſing the venerable name of Souetaig 
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 fides Prayer for fim in the Houſe of God, and in his family? 


forme to the exorbitant riotous humours of the time, leſt he 
wound his conſcience, and weaken his power to pray for 
him, bee queſtioned about his good intentions, and well- 


enim non 
ame Imperato - 
rem; qui pro eius 


falace non hibemi, 


A x. 
* 15 
N 7 3 : 


Cups; and inftead of praying, to which he is ofa meere ſtran- 


ger, and kolds ic Puritanicall, prouokes daily and hourely, 


and pulls downe, all hee can, Gods fierce wrath both vpn 


King and Kingdome,by his /wearing drinking lying. 


c. Hoſ. 4.1, 2. 1fay ; ſhiall hee bee the Emperours one 


* * 4 


- friend ꝰ Whereupon the good Facher immediately 


nically abominates ſuch Bedlam folly; Opis anon 
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times; in his Sermon of Druokenael 
groming to the heate, and height of their honzing ana 
* e comes me ont a young man, 37 te M 2 
bis re 4 ae of cooled Wine; and he, 1 r drawer 
es, re, gin the goo Ker Grange bg core 7, 5 
— das, er 1 fte allt goo 2 Wy by qual | 

| ase, eee rene 5 bil i ds, 
| —— — mon ee, ae, where there it i, 0 5 ir 4 | 1 12 
| ab lribue ebe. chat by equalitic of theiy cups here be ao grumb . 7 | 


etatem. Nouum 
— i chem, nor one deceine or 


rz,vbinullos eſt | Learned* Auſtis in his Sermons of — 
© meaſnemodis, purſues this luxurious vanitic and ſwaggering exceſſc ihma. 
—— lous paſſages: amongſt the ret, nice think 


æqualita em, inter NY ZEA 
eos nulla fic inui · ould moue. 


— Phia- 


| wn — It is now comerothis,* Ther arther idee. wer 
— a they laugh at theſe which can drinks leſſe; and bluſh wor to adi 


eee e eh friend that thy wen me Bike 


nyc Mt Ti ßen is meete. 


r _ 4 They bluſh not to ſwill oftentimes ewen ail br ETD 
. and to drinke by meaſure without meaſure, Greater 2 oe 
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e ſonne.. 

by friend's to drinke , Jus Jah 
ar be pleaſe; 22 will 
e mn 


* D ore; 
| form 2843 2. prouided. They contend by a certains law of drinking ; aud 
ſais irrideant eos, 
1 ce Doe not adiure, do not vrg et 
fame amicic bi 
am adiurare ho- nee. 
vt, vt porum 
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ages Which are mote puoQuallto m my pur- 
. ae he ſecond Sermon: os wy pa 
miecres > Wick choſe ordinarie excuſes, which: they who are 


. onquered,, 3 and panſormeto the company, and times, are 


ont to pretend. 
Butt 1 — / fo _ Gith hee, 1 * greats vie reer 
r mee to drinke more , andit was at e _ : 
; Kings banguer, I conld doe no other. in conuiuio Regie 
Auſtmaniwers,Wellfaich he, © Tir comere this, that there f — n 


2 25 — thee 5 8 i — al hoe _ 
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Senerall directiont for a 
could not poſſibly ſeparate him from ſobriety. For that God 
which ſees, that for thy loue to him, thou wouldeſt not conformets- 
their drankenfaſbion, will gine thee fauour exenintheir eyes, 
who ſeemed to perſwade and preſſe thee to drinke more. fa - 
Take notice by the way, leſt any cauſeleſly pleaſe him. 
 ſelfein any of the fore cited paſſages; becauſe hee vſeth not 
te Health, vntill he be ſtarke drunke:that not only thoſe are 
to be eſteemed drunkards, boy Diuines , who depriue them- 
ſelues of reaſon and become brutiſh; but alſo they who ad- 
dict themſelues to drinking, & powre in exceſſiuely, though 
their braine will beare it without any great alteration. And 
a dreadfull woe dogs them at the heeles, aſwell as the groſſe 
drtrunkard. Iſa. 5. 22. See alſo 1. Pet. 4. 3. N 


er,mullos in con- 110 man at am feaſt preſſe another to drinke more then it ſie. 


ine n Jerome allo iumps with the former Fathers againſt this 
eee Bets noble vanitie. u It is an occafion, ſaith he, of accuſation; as 


— if he ſhould ſay, 4 meanes to inſnare a man in a ſuſpition of 


eien oc- diſloyalty, Not to drink againe and againe when the King is 


— — adiurar named. 
Sremitenon bi But not onely the Fathers by diuiner illuminationʒbut the 


. very Heathens alſo by naturall light condemned this cu- 


cam. is cap. 1. 


e ſtome. In that moſt magnificent Feaſt of that mighty Prince 
Ahaſuerut, there was aRoyall charge and command from 
the King bimſelfe, that none ſhould be enforced to drinke, 
but euery one left to his owne liberty. e· Ind the drinking was, 
faith the Text, according to the Law, none did compell : for the 
King had appointed to all the. officers of his houſe , that they 
| ſoonld do according to enerie man. pleaſure. Eſter 1.8. e 
Nay, the very Popiſh Doctors, who in other caſes allow 
ſome foule ſinnes, which honeſt Heathens did abominate, 
euen they deſpute againſtthis ſinne. N 
Leſſius de iuſtitia & iure, in his Queſtion , Vtrum ſit pecca- 


ga een, tum prouotare ad equales calices , & an fas fit reſpondere? 


ny & 
—— Whether it bee a ſinne to begin an health, and whether it be lan- 
coffirs naa, full to pledge it 7 Beſides other proofes and authorities; v Ir ii 


don animi vigor, aut ſcaſuum alacriras ; ſed tota venerls, viſcerurs de yenarum capacitas 


— a. 
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el — fa ich he⸗ fur neither ne RO evenfetraſinn 
ture, non gol health, nor abe vigor of the minds: wor — veres,velloge- 
critit of the ſenſes, is mads the rule of tiiinking;" b an, Baflu) refine 
ther mans belly; nay, thewhole oapacity of his belly, bowels; — 5 
veines. Thou maiſt fthertermetheſe,as eat J \Gleatl them, pc potids | 
botteles, barrels, very pipes, ot rather ecken i then mer fel- 9: 
lowes fir onely for che — of fog · heads, to receiue à n 
great denle of wine, or rather to conu tthorow cher bol 
die, as thorow a ſiuke; and ſo wicke er Fein 
a wonder, ſaith he, they go not ia ike manger malte matches — der rubur 
and trie maſteries alſo in eatin Meeping , &c. A. fundant & p 
Laſtlys I isa contra ry ed Habe, lain, faith tie Cr e 
alias: Euen the dert gybes at . „itte pera ft 
uſall ofhis conſcience; and publication of his repentance to * 8 
the whole world, eriss out: ——— ON 
phemomt oathes, wticvedin j paſſion wid 
— — > 1 a ah., * 
G0 n « Tuſtitie ditri 
Sowa third place concerning FO 1 bene nale 68 butive comparia 
ſay: no conſtant rules of and certaine tticafitre ean p | —— 
be preſrribed Becauſt it is mach diuerfifted and ne 
ly — — byheelrh and Reknefft; 1 
by time of 
by variety of naturall conftitiicions :"oiiely let meg cube} dr cbm in vnn 
Chriſtians, who onely make conſcience or xce of time, —.—— 
and are ſenſible of its precionſheſſe expteſſedt fore, to takt 2-2 
notice, that t ay urfer and fnne i Tet 18% as Well a han inde 
in eating and dridking, That it oughr only. as otHict'6f Soc Ke. wiinheriar 
good creatures to ſerue the ſtrengtheni | gn Bk in Peel, In 
our bodies h not to ſatisſie eaſe, lloth, iſh hu- 2. Tun. Kn. 
mour : and cherefore to bæware; aud ailige th 
that great detourtr” and walter of time, ob 0 
them of che very marrowy and fat ofrtime ; che ff, Wer, aud ai nullampo- / 
firſt frilits;/ as it were, of che day, I weine, many precions 
and golden houres inthe mornin 1 5. freſhelt; an 
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" conuerſemoſt fruitfully with Gad to examine our ſpiricuall 
ſiſtate, to offer vp an acceptable ſacrifice of Prayers and Prai- 
ſes, to buckle faſt vnto vs the Chriſtian Armour, and to pre- 


pare With reſolution and life, to hold a ſweet and bleſſed 


communion with his hely Maieſtie all the day after. And 


dren, that as they tender and preferre infinitely a pure heart, 
an heauenly minde, that vnualuable Iewell of a peaceable 
conſcience, and that ſweeteſt life , walking with their God, 
before a world of gold; theywould watch ouer themſelues 
very extraordinarily, and with ſingular care and heedful- 


neſle, in the vſe and enioyment of things lawfull in their 


owne nature; yet by our corruption, capable of inordinate- 


ꝝꝛrnaeſſe and exceſſe, fuch as are meate; drinke; ſlecpe, apparell; 
| marriage, viſitations, recreations, &. Hormoe, faith a wor- 


thy Diuine, periſt with prepoſterous following of lam full things, 


0 0 4 8 
nei ein 


then by vnlam full courſes. Soft ſands ſwallo moe ſhips, then 


hard rockes ſplit aſunder. How ſoeuer, fure Lam, Chriſtians 


is 0 
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rare in more danger of being ſpirituslly vndone by t ſlie ipfi- 
nuation and enſnarement of licentiouſneſſe and immadera- 


tion in ſuch law full thingsʒ then by the groſſe aſſault of foule 
ſinnes, and temptations to doe notoriouſly. For, 


. AſanQtified heart will generouſly riſe, and reſiſt with 


4 o *% - 


reſolution againſt the invaſion and grieflineſſe of any worke 


of darkenefle; which by ics enormity waſtes the conſcience; 


- © as adultery ;murther, ſwearing, prophaning of the Lords 
Day, vſury, bribery, ſpeculative wantonneſſe, idleneſſe, &c. 
Which it may too often be inſenſibly ſeized vpon, and ſur- 
_ .  prizedby an exceſſiue ſinfull delight, in things vnſinfull in 
themſelues; yet empoyſoned vnto vs, by the Fenome of out 


OowWne. 
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owne ouer-cager vnmortified affections. and that withour 
any great remorſe or reclamatiou rn 


, PR 


2. Wee finde too often by wofull experience, chat ſome 


who hauing giuen their names to Religion it firſt, with great ) 
forwardneſſe and heate; yet afterward not ſo much foild b 


groſſe relapſe into notorious ſinnes; as ſurfetting with li- 
centiousexceſfe, in the abuſe of lawfulb things and drinking 
too deepe of worldly pleaſures; vnder a colout of Chriftiaty _ 
liberty and conuenient recreations, fall fearefully into a dead 

ſleepe of carnall ſecurity, and curſed forgetting of God, at 

leaſt, for a time, vntill they be reuiued and quickned by che 

inquiſitine hand of ſome piercing Miniſtry, the fmart of 

ſome outward heauy croſſe, or wrath of God vpon their con- 

ſciences; if they fall not quite wax. 

3. Things not ſinfull in their right vſe, and offering them- 
ſelues with vnſuſpeRed- repreſentation of harmeſeſne ſſe 
and allowance, without extraordinary watchfulneſſe and 
heed, doe more eaſily lime our earthly rauenous affections; 
farre ſooner enſnare and deceiue; inſenſibly draw an 
drowne-vs in many ſcandalous exceſſes. and eſtrangementa 
from God, before we be aware. n 
Thus much alſo of naturall actions. % WB 
IIII. Now concerning ciuill affaires, and dealings in 
the world: That thou mayeſt ſettle and keepe thine heart 


2 


ſt confiderationy; m 
fellow feeling reall conceit, put thy ſelfe into the plate, ang 
imparcially put on the perſon of the party with whom thõ 
art to deale. Weigh well all the circumſtances, conditions, 
couenants, inconueniences, conſe quents, and paſſages of the 
whole buſmeſſe; and then returning to thy ſelfe, deale dut, 
and proportion vnto him, that meaſure in euery „ 
9 hic 
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Which thou wouldeſt bee willing; vpon good ground and 


ſound reaſon, to receiue at the hands of another, if thou wert 
in his caſe, This is the ſumme of the Law and the Prophets, 


for ſe ee in loue, preſt vpon vs by the Lord 


Ieſus himſelfe. Mat. 7. I 2. All things whatſaener yee would 
that men ſbouid dos to jon, dos yer enenſo tothem. Which, if 
ie were as effectuallyrand feelingly taken to heart; and pra- 
ctiſed, as it is ordinarily talked of and pretended ; it would 
not onely cut off, and preuent all cruelties, oppreſſions, 
grinding the faces of the poore, all coozening, vndermining, 
ouer- reaching, defrauding, defaming, &c. but alſo ſtitre vp 
and quicken our affections, with à compaſſionate liuęly 
touch, to a mutable exerciſe and exchange oſ all offices of 
humanity, kindneſſe, and loue in all kinds. 
But that you may vnderftand this rule a right; conceiue, 
that when wee counſell men to doe vnto others, as they 
would bee dealt with themſelues; It is not to bee vnder- 
ſtoad', of any irregular, paſfionate, exorbitant will: but 
that which is grounded ypon right reaſon, guided by a recti. 
fied 5 ordered and illightened by grace and Gods 
And I the rather refreſh your memories with the true ap- 
prehenſion of this point, that you may cleerely ſee the rot- 


tenneſſe and vanity of the Vſurers cunning cauill, but of 


cruell conſequence. tr a0 
Ob. Ideale, ſaith the Vſurer, as] would be dealt with, 
and doe as I would bee done by: and, therefore all that 


While J hope I doe no wrong : I ä pay tenne 


in the hundreth, if I had neede, and then w 
take co? ö e 01 
To which, Tanſwere: q 
1. That Royall Rule, Doe as thou wouldeft be done by, 
muſt be vnderſtood and expounded , as I intimated before, 
according to the grounds ofa good conſcience, dictates of 
right reaſon, and directions of a iuſt and rectiſied will; not 


y may Inot 


* 


out of the miſts and miſeries of a depraued and exorbitane 


iudgement. Otherwiſe, Abimelech, Saul, and other of that 
5 deſperate 


comfortable walking with God. 
deſperate ranke and reſolution, Why EH a it were 
lawfull for them to kill other men, becauſe they were willing 
to be killed themſelues. See Judges 9.54. 1am. HA f 
they might ſay, they did but as they would bee done by. I 
would alſo follow very abſurdly; the Magiſtrate heing in 
che malefaRors caſe, wauld gladly bepardoned, therefore 
he muſt pardon the malefactor Some ſopne of, Belia/would 
be content villanouſſy to proſtitute his wiſe whom he cares 
not for himſelfe, to others; therefore he may abuſe anothen 
mans wife whom he loues bettet. Theſe, and the like abo- 
minable and abſurd conſequents, detonſtrate the vanitie 
of the, Vſurers inſerence, and that ¶ hiſts rule is not ſo gene- 
call, but reſtrainable 8 which is orderly and ho- 
neſtly guided by the light of Nature and Gods Law. 
2. Wee muſt then haue tecourſe to this generall Foun- 
taine of the ſecond Table, and fetch light and, direction 
thence; when wee haue no expreſſe and ſpeeiali word in 
Gods Bocke: hut the Scriptures haus cleerely and directly 
determined and reſolued the point of Vſur . 
3. If the Vſuret were in the borrowers caſe, lice would 
not willingly, as hee pretends, gige tenne in the hundred. I 
meane, with an abſolute and free will, but of force and con- 
ſtraint, becauſa without paying after chat rate, he could pot 
haue it If a man would boxrow v pon Viury,co buy land, in- 
groſſe, foreſtall, or compaſſe ſome vnlawfull matter; that 
Were a corrupt will, and no rule: But if his defire ſo to bor- 
row were iuſt and lawfull, as in ſome caſes it may bee, then 
it is no entire will, but mixed and forced by ſome necefficie, 
for the auoyding of a greater euill; and therefore denied in 
the eye bothof law and reaſon, o hee any will at all. He that 
would borrow, ſhould haue need to horrow, ſox a needleſſe 
deſire is vpla w full and an ingemious man who hath need 
to borrow, would not willi borrow hut far need, much He i hes. 
leſſe would hee pay Vſurie. 8 efore the wilt of the bots: pn 4m * * 
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rower, in this caſe, is either corrupt, qt no will. at all, and ſe 


conſequently withoux the comp brit eie 
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honeſt Trauailer, in giuing his purſe to an arrant thiefe; for 
fate heꝭ ſtiduld looſe both purſe and life. Is ſuch a man 
thinke you, to looſe his mony? Or like the will of 
a man, whoſe houſe beeing on fire, plucks downe part there- 
of to ſaue the reſt; willingly indeede as the caſe ſtands with 
him, yet not ſimply, but vpon neceſſity. So the borrowers 
will is not free, but forced; and ſo a will againſt wil. 

2. Wich an inftnite diſdaine, and reſoſute contempt ab- 
horte to get ſo much as one farthing all the daies of thy life, 
by any wicked: meanes or wrong doing. Doe not plague 
thy preſent out ward tate, bee it little or much; neither em- 
poiſon it to thy poſterity, by any addition vnto it; by vſuty, 
bribery; ſymony, facriledge, ſtealing, grinding the faces of 
the poore, - oppreſſion," lying, fallchoods, forſwearings, 
ouer-reaching trickes of wit, coozening, cunning conuei- 
ances; Sr. 7 28 Ii ION eee 36 $015" 
1. Thereby thou (halt deſperately fall intochereuen- 
ging hands of an angry Goth divinevengeance will dog thee 
hard, and continually at the heeles for thy 'defituRion, 


” Which isincoparably a greater plague then excremeſt beg - 
lence of all : 


E ofa aig 
2 . bo his vuconſcionable hoar 


gery, and the bittereſt confluence of all the moſt ver 
ward miſeries in the world. 2 0] ONS 2IGLOTNGE 7 772) 


Let no mien, faith Paal, gos brytnd ini defraud hit brother 


ing out- 


in avy matter, becaufe that tht Lordirehe ancuger of all ſuch. 


1. Theſ. 4 6. A . 
2. Secondly, A little ill got, naturally accompanied with 
Gods curſe, may ſo enoyion thy whole inheritance and all 
the teſt of thy goods, that it — prooue like a dead Fly 
in a boxe of precious ointment; a ſparke of fire in the thatch; | 
a ſtrong incentiue to divine iuſtice, not onely to eate vp all 
honeſt comfort in outward things, but alſo to conſume 
and waſte all thy wealth: Nay, and ſith immoderate deſire 
of emichiag and raiſing his poſterity ; is the keeneſi ſpurre 
g; euen to cut off alſo many 


8 
him 


_—_— 
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| comfortable walking with God. 


world without ſtocke or ſeede. And therefore „the 
couetous caytife out of the hardneſſe of his heart; and ſea- 
redneſſe of conſcience, bee ſeareleſſe and ſenſeleſſe of the 
wrath of God, the wrong of hisneighbour, and che wretch- 
edneſſe of his owne ſoule; yet if he deſire, as hee doth, with 
araging vnſatiableneſſe, like che graue, or hell, to chriue in 
his outward tate, and proſper in the orldlet him not med- 
dle ſo much as with a ſticke, or a ſtraw a pin, or a poiat of 
another mans; neither at any time put his hand to any 
ſide the loſſe of his ſoule at 


tt. 


* 


For this purpoſe | reſſe this point 
vnanſwerably, let vs take a ve in Gods e of the di- 
uers waies, how he is wont in wrath to deale with wrong- 


doers and vnconſcionable dealer. 102 

It comes to paſſe, ſometimes that the wicked worldling, 
inſatiable earth-worme, God curfing his couetouſneſſe and 
cruelty, may ſee an end of his wealth euen in this world, ac- 
cording to that, Ier. 17. 11. As the 1 egger, 
and hatcheth them not : ſo bee that gettethriches , aud nat by 
right, ſhall leaus them in the middeſt of his dayer, audat bis 
riches, and he ſhall vomit them er Gad. ſball cal them 
out of hit belly. The increaſe of hi 
good: ſball flow away in the day of bis wrath. 2 

Or it is no ſtrange thing to ſee him proſper by vnconſei- 

onableneſſe and craft, vſuriousjand other iniurious practiſes, 
all his liſe long; but then hauing ſcraped together his hoard 
of iniquity , with a great deale of carking, thoughtfulneſſe, „ Tempocakum 
and ſelfe vexation; kept it with extreme feare, ſlauiſh di- N 
ſtruſt, and heart · gnawing icalouſics ; parted Þ from it Witte rec potittio; . 
much anguiſh, horrour, and Wk weich as painſull diuomce tim, quan ſub. 

YO re — —— : „ K 2 48 7 Y 


*. Geverall denen. 2 0 


— chavoſdwioalefrom the body> n laſt derbe loſſe orie 
Wale uad Ar 

10 1IHe! eicher leacheirevitnn when willliberally leeflie 
abroad, and enlar 2 golden heapes which greedineſſe 
had formerly confinde, and ſtrongly guarded wit bolts 
and barres: According to that, Frou. 28.8. He tha Haie 
and vniuſt g aint increnſerh his ſwbftance; hee fball gather it for 
him that £7 pitie the poore. Set allo Pong. 22. Job 27. 

verſ. 16,17. 

2- Or it may be wholly ſcattered amongſt! meere efiran- 
gers, according to that, Eccleſ. 6. 2. But 4 ſtrange man foul 
eate it vp: Sec alſo: Pfalm: 39.6. Becleſ. g. 8. and a8, 19 

3. Or being bequeathed to his oe children, and 
blaſted by Gods ſeeret curſe, it may melt away in their 
hands, as ſnow before the Surme , according tothat;Eccleſ. 

5. 13,14. There is 4 ſore euill which 1 bare ſeene ander the 
Jaume namely,riches kept for the owners thereof to their Burt. 
But theſe richesperifh by eus anc 4 ale begetrerba ſorne, 
aud there is nothing in his hand. 

But howſocuer, whether ill gotten: goods periſh or prof: 
pet in the owners hands; or hjspoſterities ſure I am, the in- 
evicable plague and iuft'veng eidce vf God eltaues inſepa- 
tably ynto his ſoule; and hunts nba deſtruction, ho- 
ſoeuer be be, that entieheth himſelſe by wicked and wrong 
full mranes, without Wet deren true reſtirution, 
ifhe be able n e r at ee 

He that hath op re proffitlebbyeeraand needy; or hack pojted by 
violence: -er hath given upon fury or harh'1akew increaſe ; the 
fame reaſonis alſo of all indire & and vnlawfull g getting, u 
he line ? He ſhall not line : he hath done all 'theſe abommariong, 
hee ſhall ſurety ave, bis blood fhal bee vpon his, Exzek. 18. 

ver. 12,113. 

And mafusile not, either be mit-led, honed ou CY 
ſerue ſometimes wicked worldlings themſelues, their heires, 
nud heires heires, to wallow alſo in chat akh which the 
 » Grandfathers got wrongfully: For they are for all this, but at 


5 ſo many ſenſuall earth fo oting hogs? fatted forthe knife; 


and 


8. 


comfortable walting with God. | 


and haue this wofull brand ſet ypon them by the Spirit of 
God, Pſal. 17. 14. They are men of the warld, andbauethen 
portion in this life. But euer hold this as a terrible and 
true principle. It is one of the greateſt © curſes vnder the Nihil eſt infall- 
Sunne; to proſper in our wayes, and be out of the way to ene: word | 
Heauen. enalis nucricur 


* 


3. Thirdly, it is a ruled caſe and concurrent reſolution a- I. 5 
mongſt Diuines: That if thou doeſt not reſtore, being able, 
whatſoeuer thou haft any waies got wrongfully, and wic- 
kedly; thou canſt haue neither well grounded aſſurance of rn 
vnfainedꝰ repentance, nor true comfort of the pardon ofthat on 
ſinne. A cutting conclufion againſt all cut- throat Vſurers, 22 
Simoniſts, Sacrilegians, Bribe-takers , Grinders of poore — . 
mens faces, Hoarders by fraud, Oppreſſors of all vnder them D mekech 
of che ſame trade, by ſome Machiuillian tricke, and the reſt 2 97uns &- 
ofthat cruell crue. 10 
Ho can he be — pg 


or atleaſt in vnfained affection, if thy ſtate be waſte. Perenum aß 
What a bedlam folly is it then, and curſed cruelty cothine . 

owne ſoule; to heape vp thoſe riches of iniquity, by baſe» © 

neſſe and wrong, which thou muſt afterward reſtore inthe 

ſence I haue ſaid, orElſe neuer enjoy any comfortable aſſu- 

rance of a true conuerſion or pardon of finne? Were he not 

a fooliſn thiefe, that would keep his flollen goods both inthe 

face of his accuſer and Iudge? Thaugh in the meane time 

thou conceale thy cunning conutiances from the diſconery 

and doome of humane iultice;.yer aſſure thy ſelfe , beſides 

the ſecret grumbling of thy (elfe-accufing conſcience 3 the 
ES P 3 angry 


WIC - 


General directions for a a 


no ory eye of God al ſo ſees cleerely, and will ſhortly moſt 


cenginely.ceuenge.. commu nin 4 $7) - 
4. Almeſdeeds, charitable erections of Colledges, Hoſ- 
pitalls, Free-Schooles, and other inferiour bountifull cen. 
tributions 3 when God inables by good meanes; the nece{ 


fities of his. Poore cry for reliefe, and'the ſanctified heart 


vuith affe ctionate ſincetity, aimes at Gods gloryʒ are ſweete- 


ſmelling lacrifices with which God is well pleaſed, Philip. 4. 
18. Heb. 13.16. But if his ſlauiſn gifts, and good deedes, 
largeſſes, and liberalities in this kinde, be impoyſoned with 


former fraud, oppreſſion, and wrong; though it bee well 


ol the poore bee better thereby yet to the impenitent and 


d Non recipit B- 
leemoſynas de 
manu raptoris, 
aut fœnerato · 
ris o In Cant. | 
Serm. 71. 

e Zignificanter 
dicitar 3 

ſuum; ne ra- 
pinis & yſaris, & 


alieno malo quæ- 
ſitum panem ver- 


tamus in miſeri- 


cordiam. In ca. 18. 


ch. pag. 336. 
f Ed are 
* Cexperit Deus; 
diQuri ſunt hi, 
qui de fraudibus 
viuunt, & de ſpo- 
lijs miſerorum e- 
leemoſynam fa- 


charche Church of God ſometimes, the backes and bellies 


not reſtoring vſurer himſelfe, or any other wicked dealer, 
in reſpect of acceptation wich God, and true comfort to his 
owne heart, they are no beiter then the cutting off of a 
Dogges necke, or the ſacrifice of a foole. Ill gotten goods 
are pe reſtitution , not for diſtribution. Left any couctous 
cauiller thinke the point too harſh & preciſe, heare what the 
ancient Fathers ſay to this purpoſe: 4 Bernard: od recei- 


 weth not any almes at the hands of anappreſſor or v/arer.* Hits 


rome: Significantly ſaith the Prophet; Hit owne bread, tft 


men ſhould turne bread gotten by oppreſſion and fury, into a 


worke of Mercy. * Auſtin: When God ſhallbegin to indge,thoſe 


that liue now by fraud, aud giue almes of the ſpoyles of the op- 


* * . ju q 


preſſed, willſay; Lord, we have kept thy Commundements , and 
in thy name wee haue done worker of mercy ; we haus fed the 
Hungry, we hane clothed the Naked,and entertained Strangers. 


To whom God will reply, Tou tell me what you haue ginen; but 


jou tell me not what you hæue taken away, Jou recount whom:you 


haue fed; but why remember 2 not mham you haue undone?They 
reiajce whom you haue clethed; but they lament whom you haue 
ſpeyled, & c. Aman it filled with bread, whom thou feedeft with 


% 


ciuntz Domine, pracepta tua ſeruanimus , & in nomine tuo miſericordias fecimus, pauperes pauimus, 


nudos operuimus. Quibus dicturus eſt Deus, Quod dediftis, dicitis 
non recordamini quosneciſtis*Qaos operũiſtis, gaudent, quos expo 
De remedy; peccatorum, pag.699, Vnus repletur pagibus 

non te, ſed cum, quemnecaſti, IlWid. 


s pauiſtis , memoramini; quare 
N 2 amin q 


, quein de rapinis Neff cr benedieet Dominus 


+ 
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comfortable walking with God. 215 


2 


ſpoyle: bar the Lord willblefſe, not thee, but him whom thor „ 
haſt ondone, ec, Chryſoſtome; 2 But what is the excuſe of Sed quænam ei 
many] Thaxe indeed been an Vſurer ; fay they but I haus alſo — 


been good to the popre. A ſweete piece of matter, ſhare! But God uus ſum audi; ſed 


Pl 


accepts wot ſuchſacrifices, It were farre better to gine nothing to Bare rieb 

3 ns nes nt Ie LT 

wonns by thy inſt labors, is many times quite mard with ſuch. oa Quodenic 

| wicke mixtures, Se. 5 by 1 Aluſtis laboribus 
Arbe verybHeathen man tells vs, That the poore are not to be — 2 
; * like the Whelpes of wilde beaſts, with blood and mur ther, ra- bos iniquos fetus 

pine and ſpoile:but that which is moſt acceptable to thereceiners; ER — 
they foould hnom, that that which is ginen vnto them, is not taken uin Mat, 

from an b ody elſe. | * © : ofa 49A —— 

Nay, one of the bloodieſt men that euer breathed, Sehhmus, ſanguine & cadi- 

a Turkiſh Emperour, yet vpon his bed of death replyed thus — 
to his Baſſe, moouing him with the wealth taken from the mum elt accipi- 
Perſian Merchants, to build an Hoſpitall for reliefe of the D 
poore: e Nauladeſ thou, Pyrrhus, that I ſbould beſtow other mens mini eſt ereptum. 
goods wrongfully taken from them, upon workes of charitie and 1 f neh. 
deuotion, for mine owne vaine glory and praiſe ? A ſſurediy I will © Hiſt.of the Tus les 
neuer doc it: nay rather, ſeethey bee againe reſtored unto the m — 22 
right omnert. Which was done forthwith accordingly, to the pg. 5611. 
great ſhame, ſaith the Author, of many Chriſtians; who 

minding nothing leſſe then reſtitution, but making ex raping 
halocauſtum, doe out of a world of euill gotten goods, cull *\ 

out ſome ſmall fragments to build ſome poore Hoſpitall, or 

mend ſome blinde way. A pooreteſtimony of their hot cha- 

ritie. Wretchedly then doe they delude the World, and de- 

ceiue their owne ſoules, who vainely thinke, that ſome 

workes of mercy at laſt, when they muſt needs leaue all, will 

expiate and recompence the cruelties and ynconſcionable * 
dealings of their whole life before. Zacheus penitent Pro- 
clamation conſiſted of two branches, Luk. 14.8. As well for 

reſtitution, as diſtribution. He that would find the ſame mer- 
cy, muſt follow the ſame methode. 


4 — 


* 


3. Let thy deſire and delight neuer ſall, or be falle ned im- | 


moderately ypon any earthly thing, though neuer ſo excel- 
7 7 lent, 


Generall directions for a 


| lent, delicious, or amiable. For exorbirancy and errour this 
way brings many ties, 1. Alofſe of the thing ſo doted vp- 
on. 2. Sometime a crofſe. 3. Evera curſe. CSS, 


ordinately and prepoſterouſſy 


ſuch itregular affection remoued, he may dra the heart, in 


' * x. For the firſt; our righteous and holy God, when hee 
foes the current of his creatures affections to bee carried in. 
from the Founcaine of liuing* 


waters, vpon boken Ciſtetnes that can hold none; from the 
bottomleſſe treaſury of all ſweeteſt beauties, deareſt excel - 
pucies, amiable delights, vpon painted ſhadowes; fromthe 
Rocke of eternitie, vpon a ſtaffe of Reede; I meane, from the 
Creator, vpon the creature; He wiſely and ſenſonably in the 
equitie of his Iuſtiee, and out of the lealouſie of his one 
Glorie takes away that earthly Idoll, that the occaſion of 


8. 


which he principally takes pleaſure, to his owne glorious 
Selfe,the onely Load-Starre of all ſanRified loue, and bound- 
leſſe Ocean of — — and bliſſe. Nay, it may be ſaid in 
the ſweeteneſſe of his merey alſo, when he ſees vs diſtracted, 
and as it were, deſperately mad with making too much of 
any tranſitorie thing, ſo that our mind doth ſtill runne and 
reſt ypon it, as out onely heauen vpon earth; He ſnatches the 
edge · toole out of our hands, left we make away our ſelues 
ſpiritually; and withidrawes the beloued vanitie from before 
our eyes, leſt we grow ſtarke blind in the myſteries of Faith, 
and matters of Heauen, by too much gazing vpon the fa- 
ding beauty of any baſer earthly obiett. e 
Thus the immoderate partiall affection of Parents, may 
become many times occaſionall and acceffary to the vn- 
timely taking away of a ſweete, faire and towardly child. 
Whereby our gracious God iuſtly intimates vnto them their 
intolerable vnthankefulneſſe of his mercy, and extreme in- 
dignitie to his Maieſty, in wickedly preferring in their loue, a 
creature before their Creator, and mercifully teaches them, 
that the flowre and feruour of their beſi and deareſt affection 
is onely due, and ſhould bee wholly deuoted to the greateſt 
Good, God himſelfe, and thoſe trueſt, vnutterable, euer · du- 
ring delights prepared for the Bleſſed, in his Word here, and 
in 


— 


— God. 


inthe World to come hereafter, 1-Cor. 2.9. 


with Haman, Shebna, and thouſands moe, berhrowne down 
into the gulph of calamitie and woe, contempt and ſcorne: if 


vpon a faire houſe, it may be levelled with the ground, by te 


flames of Gods Wrath: if vpon a beautifull face, it may bee 
disfigured with the Poxe, or other deformities: if vpon a 


hoard of gold, it may bediſperſt by fire, robbery, deſblations 


of warre: nay , if euen vpon thy graces with an ouerweening 


conceit of ſelfe-excellency, ſelſe- opinion, ſelfe-ſbfficiency; if / 
they be onely generall graces, thou mayſt bee quite ſtript of 


them; if ſauiug, thou mayſt bee caſt into a dampe and deſer. 
tion for a time, in reſpect of all comfort, ſenſe, vſe and exer- 
cife: &e. rt. ud ved. g 

2. Fot the ſecond, though Cod may permit thee to poſ- 
ſeſſe till that outward worldly comfort, vpon which che fy 
of thine affection is ſo ſaſtened, and thine heart graſpes wi 
ſuch greedinefle and exceſſe; yet in this cafe thou mayeſt 


jullly expeRa eroſſe; eicher, 2: In the thing dored pon. | 


Wich what a deale of cutting diſcomfort, and gaſhes of bit- 
ter griefe did Ab/alons dandled in PaxidsraffeRion wh too 
much indulgence , rent his Fathers royall heart by imbruing 


his hands in his brothers blood, and with vnnarurall trayte- / 


o 
. 
: 


rous violence and villany ſnatching at the Impetiall Crowne 
ypon Daxidshead? Another famous inftance to this pur- 
pe we find in the tory of the Greeke Emperours. The old 


of partiall affection vpon his Nephew, young 
chat in compariſon of him, he did not onely diſregard the 
reſt of his Nephewes, but alſo his owne children: and as the 


Es day 


2 — 


Conceiue proportionably of other things immeaſurably 
deſired, and delighted in. If thou doteſt vpon a good wit, 
thou mayeſt be ſtricken with diſtraction: if vponabundance 

of learning , or much worldly wiſedome, thou mayeſt be in- 
fatuated , at leaſt at ſome ſpeciall times, hen thou wouldeſt i 
gladly doe the beſt; or in ſome important buſineſſe, which \. 
moſt concernes thee: if vpon ſome highplace, thou mayſt 


mperour Audronicms doted with ſuch extreme — . 
Andronicus, \_ 


Stotie tels vs, was not willing to ſpare him out of fighteither — 


a . 
8 4 
"4 


| 218 _ Genes, all air ections for a 185 
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day or night. But what were the conſequents of this cocke 
ring? When he was ſtept further into yeeres, beſidesa world 
of miſeries and moleſtations created to his Grandfather in 
the meane time, at length preſſing without reſiſtance vpon 
his Palace, with purpole to ſurpriz e his perſon, though the 
old Emperour intreated him with much affectionate Royall 
eloquence, which might haue pierced an heart of ſteele or 
Adamant, Thar he mould reuereucethoſe hands which had often. 
times moſt louingly embraced him, yet crying im hit nut hing 
clothes : that he would reuerence thoſe lips, which had often- . 
times moſt loningly kiſſed him, and cafled him his other Sogle: . 
that he would ſpare to ſpill that blood, from which himſelfe bad 
taken the fountaine of life, &co For all this, after ſome kind 
words, and courteous embracement, at firſt indeed premiſed, 
and in hot blood; in coucluſion, being polled and ſhauen, 
was made a Monke, aud the Anuile of much dunghill ſcorne 
and vileſt indignities, vntill the workemanſhip of death had 
finifned the ſorrowfull buſineſſe of a wretchedliſę. A third, 
and very remarkeable to fright all Parents from fooli h de- 
Non ap, ting, heare out of Auſtin. aBy reaſon of a terrible & dreadfull., 
f Hader fer. accident, he called his people togethet, as it ſecmes, to a Ser- 
mons, Deo an, mon the third time, the fame dayzthin ling, no doubt: out of 
liame, perfecero- his Watchful ſpiritual wiſdom, to work more ſuccesfully, and 
ribiis alu, to leaue more ſtrong and laſting impreſſioas in their hearts, 
propter quem gen While, the bloody Vnnatutall villang was yet freſh in their 
— _ eyes and eares. And when. they were met together he re- 
amHypponenien latet he dolefull florie: bh Our noble Citi cen (ſaith he) bere of, 
— 11 Jyrillus, a man night's amongſt us, both in worke and. 
— er 4d, a. you know, ons ove ſonve, and 


fœminas, & infan- No d, and much b eloued, One 
rexin ynumcon- hecauſe he had but. oncly one, ht toned him immeaſurably.,., and 


SD. Peres.  abone Cod. And ſo heing drnuke with immoderate dating, bee 
b Filium, vt ſcitis & Hi 4 mi o do ener 
habebar! e fur nepleFed to correct him, and gaue him 4 berty to d 0 what{oen | 
vnicum poflide- | ( Li N * ern 

bat: & quia vnicus erat , eum ſuperfluè dilige bat. & ſupra Deum. Ideò ſuperfluo 0 latus.filium = 
corrigere negligebat, dans etiam poteſtatemfaciendi omnia, que placita eſſent li. O do hbertas? 

O grandis filiorum perditio / Opaternus amor mortifcrus { Ecce, filios ſe dicunt diligere, quos iugulari 
procurant. Dicunt eos amare, quibus iam e t. &c. Sed ecce, hodiè ebrietaem perpeſlps, 
matrempregnamem nequitèr oppreſſit, ſororem violare voluit, patrem occidit, & duas ſoroxes yulnerawir 
ad mortem, O magna Diaboli dominario! &c, Auguſt, aa fratres in eremo. Sem, 33 


he 


comfortable walkingwith God, 


he 118. Now this very day, this ſame fellow,ths: 
bis diſſolute and riotous conrſes , hath in hit ds 
wickedly offered violence to bis mother greatwithchild, wonld 
haus violated his ſiſter, hath killed his father, aud wonndedrwo 
of bis ſiſters to death. O A the Dexill ! &c. 
Bur I need not proſecute this point by further illuſtration 
out of ſtrange Stories. Daily experience preſents vnto our 
eyes and eares, the many wofull diſcomforts; vnkind requi- 
tales, and vnnaturall vſages, which Parents receiue at the 
hands of thoſe children, which in their younger yeeres they 
made wanton with their loue, and vndifcreetly doted ypoy. 
2+ Or in ſome other kind; fon example: If thine heart be ſet 
ypon riches , God may iuſtly, and mercifully too, exerciſe; 
and afflit thee with his heauy hand; vponthy body; with 
ſicknefle; vpon thy conſcience, wich terror; vpon thy reputa. 
tion, with diſgrace, or the like, thereby to vnglue thy noble 
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ſpirit from the duſt, and rent ic from grouelingneſſe vpon tile 
earth. If thou beambitiouſly enamouted vpon honours and — 10th er. 
high roomes: aſtet waſting thy wealth, wounding thy con- 


ſcience, wearying thy ſelfe with bribery, baſeneſſe, and itke- 
ſome waiting, thou mayeſt bee taken away vntimely in the 
very purſuice, or preſently aſter the attainement oſthem, &c. . 
Thus it is not ſtrange or extraordinary with God, to preuent, 


or take off our hearts from taking ſelfe· conceited pleaſure or 


pride in any thing we enioy, by croſſing andcorreRing vs in 


other kindes. Euen Paul, that bleſſed Saint and ſeruant o- 
the Lord, leſt bis heart ſhould be too tnueh pleaſed, and put 
vp with abundance of redelationszhe vas vext and croſt wit 
his owne concupiſcence, there was giuen to him a thorne in 


the fleſb, the meſſenger of Satan to buffet him, 2. Cor. 1 2. 7. that 
is, as I conceive, hee felt his originall corruption ſharpened, 
and eneagered againſt him, and let looſe in ſome fort ypon 
him: which is a terrible cut to a tender conſciencee. 

3. For the third, how ſoeuer it fare with thee otherwͤſezif 
thou ſettle thine heart ypon any earthly thing with inordi- 


nate deſite and delight, thou ſhale be ſure to be haunted with - 


neſſe: - 


- 


A double curſe ; 1 , Therage of yaſaciableneſle, ynſlacisfiable» 
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neſſe: 2. That greateſt plague, hardneſſe of hear. 
1. The Father of er, er into our im. 
mortall ſoules a large capacity, and ſuch an infinite appetite, 
that no finite —.— , — comfort, or earthly ching 
can poſſibly fill. Gold, ſiluer, riches, honours, crowaes, 
kingdomes, are no fit matter or adequate obiect, for ſuch an 
immateriall and heauenly borne ſpirit, to repoſe and feed yp. 
on, th ſinall reſt and full contentment, Nay, not this whole 
materiall world, were it beautified and fer out with all the 
amiableneſſe, ſplendour, and allurements, which the deuill 
by his iugling Alchymy put vpon it, when he preſented it to 
the eye of Chrift Ieſat, Math. 4.8. with addition of the ſtar- 
ry CIA, — heaven, ſhining with all their admirable 
beauty and glorious inhabirants , could by any meanes con- 
fine, ſatisſie, and content the irkeſome wandrings, vnlimited 
deſire, and vaſt comprehenſiueneſſe of the ſoule:bꝭt it would 
anſported with the paſſionate diſquietneſſe of 


nitatis non fixum, ſelfe · vexation, and tortured ypoa the racke of reſtleſſe dif- 


tabile content; vntill it faſten and fixe vpon an obiect, inſinite both 


omei volubilitate ill excellc 
— 
in tranſit, a 

uErens requiem, adored 77 raary | 
Saw * In his 
autem caducis & : . | OS 5 
rranfirorijs,inqui- ment, reſts in the armes of God, and boſome of eternall 
bus eius affectus 
captiui tenentur, 
veram x equiem meanes: | 


inveoire: quoniam When it pleaſed God 


tantæ eſt dipnita- 


ncy and endleſneſſe, vherin is contained the whole 
latitude of Entity and goodneſſe, the euet· bleſſed and only- 
Where, and when alone, it ſoftly and ſweet · 
ly, with the hight and fulneſſe of all defireable content- 


blifſe ; which all bleſſed ſoules attaine thus, and by theſe 
by the mercifull violence of his 


bo Almighty hand, to turne the ſenſuall bent and powerfull cur- 


tis, vt nullum 
num, præter ſum. 
mum Bonum, ei 
ſufficere poſſit. 
A. Tan. 9. 


rent of the ſeduced ſoule, from the creature, to the Creator; 
from the painted brauery of this vaine world, to the heauen- 


about many things, to parſue and ply that Oxe nerdfull ein 

bya e 8 change Ache whole man 4 
tranſlation of him from the datkeneſſe of naturall ignorafice, 
death in ſinne, and power of the deuill, ro the light of ſa- 
ning knowledge ; the life of ſanctifying grice, and the li- 
uing God : I ſay then, the refileſſe wandtings „ 


ly beautie of his bleſſed Word; from carking encumbrance 
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fied foule begins firſtto ſerclewith ſomeſeveer contentment, | 


yponthe flowers of Paradile, glimpſes ofheayenly glory, in- 
fallible earneſts ofcucilafting bliſſe, ſavieg gruceu; and its 


infinite appetite ĩs well ſtayed in tie meanę time, wich that 


comfortable emercourſe aiſd bſiſſefull 'Commutiion; which 
it enioyes in part with the bleſſed Trinity, by the Word, Sa- 
craments, and other his holy Ordinances, appointed and 
ſanctified for that purpoſe ; vntill it remooue from an houſe 
of ſleſh, into the Empyrean heauen. And then; 


*% 


1. The vnderſtanding is firſt filled withfinall and euerla- 


ſting contentment, by acleere glorious fight of God, which 


they call Bear. ſicall w/5on; when we ſhall ſee himface to face; 
know him as we are hnowne, 1. Cor. 13. 1 2. ſer bim as bee 15, 
1. Ioh. 3. 2. For as the Sunne of this world, by his beames and 
brightneſſe illighreneth the eye, and the ayre, that wee may 
ſee,nor onely all other things, but alſo bis owne glorious. 
fade: ſo God, bleſſed for euer, the Sunnes Creator, the Im- 
periall Sunne of the world aboue, in whoſe preſence, the v- 
nited ſplendour of ten thouſand of our Sunnes would yaniſh 


away, as a darkeſome moate and lumpe of vanitie, doth by 


the light of his holy Spirit, ſo irradlate the mindes of all che 
bleſſed, that they are thereby enlarged and inabled, not only 
to behold eminently in him, the beauty, goodneſſe, and ex- 
cellency of all creatures, in a farre more admirable and ori- 
ent manner then in their one beings; but alſo his owne 
face eſſence, will and counſels, perſechons and atiributes, in- 


. 


comprehenfible greatnefſe and Mxieſt. = 
15 Second — will alſo is chen fully and for euer ſatiſ- 
fied with a perfect, mward, eternall communion with God 
himſelfe. Our ſweet glorified Sauiour, being God and man, 
by his humane nature aſſumed, vniterh vs to God, and by his 
diuine ntute aſſuming, vmteth God vnto vs: ſo that by this 
ſecret and ſacred communion, we are made in an admirable 


and bleſſed manner;pactakers, and as it were, poſſefſours of 


neſſe, perfeQions, exceſtencies, and happineſſe. O —— 
9 


lee depth, aud deareſt conflaence of all ioyes, eo 
W 5 Wee 


God himſeife ʒ and communicate with him im all his'good-. - 


. — — 
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ſweetneſſes, delights, vnconceiucable,ynutterable,- infinite! 
This is the ſupreme end of our Creation and Redemption; 
the very flower, quinteſſence, and finew,asit were, of our So 


ueraigne good, By this act of bleſſedneſſe, we are filled with 


all the fulneſſe of God: He becomes vnto vs All in all; ſo 
that thereby we liue his very life, in purity, eternity, ſince- 
reſt pleaſures, higher perfection; though not co the height 
of his infiniteneſſe; for wee are but creatures; yet in propor- 
tion to our capacitie, and ytmoſt poſſibility, which is a feli- 
citie aboue meaſure, and paſt imagination. In theſe two 
acts thus exerciſed about an infinite Obiect, God him- 
ſelfe, doth Bleſſedneſſe, eſſentially and formally conſiſt: but 
principally in the fruicion of God, by a full, immediate, and 
compleate communion with him, and moſt bleſſed partici- 
pation of all his glory and All-ſufficiency. And therefore 
Aquinas and all his followers come ſhort, in placing our 
higheſt bliſſe, onely in the act ofthe vnderſtanding, the Vi- 
ſion of God. Iam woont to expreſſe and illuſtrate it thus: 
though there be an infinite diſtance and diſproportion in the 
things compared : It would mightily delight a man, really 
and in perſon, with eaſe and ſafetie to paſſe ouer and view 
thecircuite of the whale earth, and all the wonders of the 
world; all che great cities, renowned men, magnificent 
courts,rich mines, ſpicie Ilands, Chryſtall mountaines, coaſts 
of Pearles, rockes of Diamond, &c. of which Geographers 


write,and Trauailers talke:butif beſides, as he paſſed along, 


he ſhould haue ſure and everlaſting poſſeſſion giuen of them 
all, what an immeaſurable materiall addition would it make 
vnto his ſpeculatiue * And with what ſtrange amaxe- 
ment and admiration of his making for euer, aud maruei- 
lous happines, would it rauiſh his heart? Euen ſo proportio- 
nably, but aboue all degrees of compariſon;though a bound- 


leſſe Ocean of endleſſe ſweetues, and inexplicable joy ariſe in 


the ſoule from the fight of God; yet this bliſſefull commu- 
nion, whereby we poſſeſſe and enioy him, in a neere, excel- 


lent vnſpeakable maner; & partake with him in all his excel- 


lencies, perfections, and felicities, doth crowne, as it wete, our 


Crowne 
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Crowne of glory, and actuate that heart - rauiſning contem- 
plation,with the very life of euerlaſting life, and ſoule of hea- 
uenly ioyes and higheſt bliſſe. Thus, and in this manner doe 
the reſtleſſe wanderings and infinite appetite of theſe aſpi- 
ring ſparkes of heauen, our immaterial and immortall ſpi- 
rits, come to finall reſt and euerlaſting repoſe: When at laſt 
they ſhall graſpe in the armes of their defire, that chiefeſt 
Good, the moſt glorious Deitie, and bathe themſelues free- 
ly and fully in that ever-during Welſpring of Immortality 
STi But now ſet aſide the fruition of this Obiect, inf 
nite both im excellency and endleſneſſe, the onely aime and 
end of the ſoules endleſſe aſpirations: And though thou 
ſhouldeſt crowne a man compleately with the worth of this 
whole world , the admirable ſplendour of the Empyrean 
heauen, the beauty of a ſhining Sunne-like body, the rich 
and royall endowments. inherent in a glorified ſoule, the 
ſwerteſt company of Saints and Angels, the comfort of eter- 
nity; yet his ſoule would till be full of emptineſſe and appe- 
tice, and vtterly to ſetke for the ſureſt Sanctuary, and ſupre« 
meſt ſolace to ſettle her vnſatisfied longings vpon. Onely- 
once admit it to the face of Cod, by Beatificall Viſion, and 
to fruition ofthe moſt glorious and euer- bleſſed Trinity, by 
immediate communion, and ſo conſequently to thoſe Tor- 
rents of pleaſures , and fulneſſe of ioy flowing thence; and: 
then preſently, and never before, its inſinite deſire expiret 
in the boſome of God, andit lyes, as it were, downe ſoftly, 
with ſweeteſt peace and fulb eontentment, in the imbrace- 
ments of euerlaſting bliſſe. The other innumerable ineſtim- 
able ioyes in heauen, are, I deny not, tranſcendent, and raui- 
ſhing: but they are but all acceſſories to this Principall, drops 
to this Ocean, glimpſes to this Sunne. Well then, if this bee 
the onely way to the ſoules eternall welfare; then thoſe yn- 
happy ſoules, which runne a contrary courſe, and ſeeke for 
ſatisfaction in any creature, or created comfort, ſtand deſer- 
uedly ſtill vpon the racke of reſtleſſe diſcontentment, and are 
uſtly curſed with the gnawing rage of vnſatiableneſſe: and 
muſt needs be ſo.” For befides, 1. That the furious torrent 
e 
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of our ſonſuall corruption, being once on foote after world- 


ly pleaſures, aud {welling by a concinuall infuſion oſ helliſn 


poyſon, doth wich an impetuous headſtrongneſſe, beare and 


breake downe all bonds and bankes of moderation and 
ſtint, and will neuer be reſtrained from ite vnſatiable rage, 
if God helpe not, vntil it be ſwallowed vp in the botromleſſe 
gulſe of miſery and hortour: for it is the native property, or 
rather, poyſon of inordinate affection, nor. onely to dtinke 
deepe of ſinfull delights, but to catouſe, to be drunke; nay, 
to adde vnquenchable thirſt vnto drunkenneſſe, ſucking 
them in with freſh' ſupply of endleſſe greedineſſe, as the 
Horſe-leach corrupt blood, till ic burſt againe. 2. That the 
infinite deſire of the ſoule confined to a creature, or any 
worldly comfort, is payned and pinched, as a foote wedged 


ina ſtraight ſhooeʒit being no competent or proportionable 


Non ſatĩat ati- 
mum, niſi incor- 
ruptibilis gaudij 
vera, & certa Xx. 
ternitas. Auguß. 


b Auaritia ĩnſatia · 
bilis ebrietas. Et 
ficur cbrij,quants 


ſatis faction to its expectation and large capacitie. Hence it 
is, that giue Rome to Cæſar as they fay; and he will ambiti- 
ouſly purſue the Soueraigntie of the whole earth. Let Alex-' 


ander conquer the world, and he will aske for moe: let thoſe 


be ſubdued, he would climbe vp the ſtaites of his vaſt deſires 
towards the ſtarres: if hee could aſpire thither , hee would) 
peepe beyond the heauens, &c.Nosreſt ynto mans ſoule, but ' 
in Gods cternall reſt. 3. That there being no proportion 
betweene ſpirits and bodies; thou maieſt aſwell vndertake 
to fill a bag with wiſedome, a cheſt with verrue;as thine im- 
mortall ſoule, with gold, ſiluer, riches, high roomes, this 
whole materiall world, or any earthly thing. See Eecleſ. 
5. 10. 4. I{ay, Beſides theſe three cauſes of vnſatisfiable- 
neſſe, God himſelfe doth iuſtly put that property and poyſon 
into all worldly things doted vpon, and — 9 
ly, that they ſhall plague the heart that purſues them; by fil · 
ling it till with a futious and freſh ſupply of more greedi- 
neſſe, longings, iealouſies und many miſerable diſcontent- 
ments: So that they become vnto it, as drinke vnto a b drun- 


plus vini inturgitant, tantò magis ad itim ini ammanturiſic & if quoqʒ inſaniam hant indomitam nun- 
— fſlere poſſine, ſed — — ſuas opesaugeri — conepicen magis flagrant. 
ofundamdcſcenderine, C 


Neque antea 2 peſſimo appetity hoc abſiſtunt, dones in ipſum malitie 


Hem.23.inGen. 


kard, | 
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kard, a man in © dropſie, or burning feauer, ſerne onely te \Hydropicns,gu 
inflame it with new:heate , and fierie additions of inſatiabl — fie: & 
thirſt and inordinate luft, No maruaile then though the pmnis avarmer || 
working heart of every naturall man, vnreconciled to God, {; han. Qui profil £1 
be*like the raging ſea that cãnot reſt. That roaring Element fa r dur zpperit, || 
to which the Spirit of God reſembles a wicked man, mull apperenda ala 
needes bee a much croubled and very reſtleſſe creature; ſich 2plius, & ample) 
it is continually toſſed, & turmoyled with variety of contra 5 —— bi) 
and confuſed motions;that ofeſtuation,reuolution,refle Rig?!» appetit, _ 
deſcenſion, and agitation by the windes : ſemblably, if thouſ d Gree. in . 
couldeſt ſee the inſide of the greateſt graceleſſe Monopoliſtſ 225. 
and ingroſſer of all the moſt defjreable encellencies vader th * 2" __.. 
Sunne, gliſtering in the higheſt Emperiall Throne vpon the 
earth; thou ſhouldeſt behold his heart for all that, rent aſun r. 
der with many raging diſtempers, and tempeſtuous whirle- 
windes of contrary luſts; a very hiue of vnnumbred cares, 
ſorrowes, and paſſions; boyling inceſſantly with irkeſome 
ſuſpitions, falſe feares, inſatiable longings, ſecret blinge 
of conſcience; torturing diſtractions, and tumultuations of 
By the way, let me tell you, that this immoderate deſire, 
inordinate delight which I ſpeake of, glued to ſome ſpeciall 
ſenſuall obiect, which naturall corruption fingles out, and 
makes chiefeft choice of, to follow and feed vpon, with grea- 
reſt contentment and carnall ſweetnefſe, become the parents 
of every mans boſome finne. | 
If it fall in loue with honours and greatneſſe, it breeds and 
brings forth ambition, which is an vnquenchable thirſt after 
viſible glory, and a gluttonous hunting after high roomes. 
As it inhabiteth the higheſt and haughtieſt ſpirits, and is ſu- 
erlatiue and tranſcendent in its obiect and afpirations 3 ſo 
of all the ſtormy perturbations, which rent and tage in the 
heart of man, it is moſt tempeſtuous and deſperate. Ventrous 
it is to climbe vp any ſtaires of baſenefle, bribery, blood; to 
tread vpon the ruines of the nobleſt innocency, vpon the 
mercileſſe deſolstions of deareſt friends and neereſt kindred, 
to domineere for a while, though it be damned 1 
| Q after- 
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no not with the top and variety 


aftet wardszas it is too cleere inthe Turkiſh Emperors,andin 
chat great Maſter of miſchiefe and Machiaucliſme , Richard 
the third, ofthis Kingdome,who with a bloody hand preſſed 
out the breath of thoſe two orient Princes in the Tower, 


his Nephewes, and naturall Lords. It is victorious over all 


other affections, and maſters euen the ſenſuality of luſtfull 
pleaſures; as appeares inthe — Warriours and ancient 
Worthies amongſt the Heathen, who tempted with the ex- 


ene and variety of choiſeſt beauties, yet forbore 
t 


at villany, not for conſcience ſake, and feare of God whom + 


they knew not; but left they ſhould interrupt the courſe, 


and ſtop the current of their warlike reputation, ambitious 
deſignes, and atchiuements of Nate. But whatſoeuer other 
peſtilent properties empoyſon it, it neuer failes to ingender 
in the heart, which harbours it, as its proper Thunder - hol 
and blaſting, feares, cares, iealouſies, enuies, enraged thirſt 
of riſing ſtill, impatiencie of competition, vncapableneſſe of 
ſatiety, which ĩs moſt for my purpoſe. For the proud and am- 
bitious man enlargeth his deſire as hell, and it as death,and can- 
not bee ſatisfied. - wg” Who can fill the bottotnleſſe pit 
ofhell, or ſtop the vnſatiable iawes of death? neither can 
the greedie humour of an haughtie ſpirit , the aſpiring inſo. 
lencie of a boiſterous Nimro Eo ſtayed or ſtinted: 
higheſt honours, though 
hee ſhould alone and abſolutely be crowned with the Souc- 
raignitie ofthe whole earth, and command the felieities of 
this wide world. ve e 
If it fall in loue with riches, it breeds and brings forth coue- 
touſneſſe, the vileſt, and baſeſt of all the infections of the 
ſoule, in the moſt contemptible, and dunghill diſpoſition. 
For this kyte-footed corruption whereſoeuer it ſeizeth, and 
domineeres, blaſts, and baniſheth all nobleneſſe of ſpirit, 
naturall affection, humanity, diſcretion, reaſon, wiſedome, 
manlinefſe , mutuall entertainements, entercourſe of kind- 
neſſe, and loue; and turnes all, euen the ſoule it ſelfe, into 
earth and mudde. It drawes by a cunning reſerued baſeneſſe, 
all occaſions, circumſtances, aduantages, witte, policy, 
| euen 
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euen friends, and acquaintance; nay religion, conſcience, 
and all to bee ſeruiceable, and contributary· to a greedy 
wolfe, and raging gangren of hoarding vp Gold, and 
worldly pelfe. In a word, it makes a man with a Bedlam 
cruelty to contemne himſelfe, body and ſoule, for a little 
tranſitory traſh ; wilfully to abandon both the comfortable 
enioyment of the ſhort time of this preſent mortality, and 
ali hope of the length of that bleſſed ecernity to come. And 
as the obicRof it 1s moſt earthly, baſe, and incompetent, ſo 
of all other vile affections, it is moſt ſottiſhly, and ſenſeleſly 
vnſatiſfiable. For how is it poſſible that earth ſhould feed or 
fill che immateriall, and heauen-borne ſpirit of a man? It can 
not be, and the Spirit of Godhath ſaid,it ſhall not be. Eccles, 
$.10-&4-8. He that loueth foluer ſhalinot be ſatisfied with ſiluer. 
The eye is not ſatisfied with riches. Hence it is, that the deepes 
lier and more eagerly the dropſie heart of the couetous man 
doth drinke of this golden ſtreame, the more furiouſly ſtill ic 
is inflamed with vnſatiable thirſt:nay cerraine it is, that if he 
ſhould purchaſe, and poſſeſſe a Monopoly of all the wealth in 
the world; were he able to empty the Weſterne parts of 
Cold, and the Eaſtofallher Spices, and precious things; 
ſhould hee encloſe the whole face of the earth from one 
end of heaven to another, and heape vp his hoard to the 
ſtarres; yet his heart would be as hungry after more riches, 
as if he had neuer a penny, and much more. 
If it fall in loue with beauty, and the ſwaggering bravery 
of good fellowſhip , it begets luſt, and ſenſuality ; hic 
make their minions madde with bicternefle and malice, a-* 
inſt the very leaſt glimpſe of hohneſſe, or any religious re- 
fra int; enrage them wich mutuall fury, to engulfe themſelues 
into the bottomeleſſe whirlepoole of ſenſuall pleaſures, and 
ſo empoyſon their hearts with a furious vnquenchable 
thirſt after them, that they will neuer leaue their hold, and 
haunt, vntill they either bee broken with the hammer of 
the Word, or burſt with the horror of deſpaire. You may 
trace theſe peſtilent properties in the practiſe of thoſe vo- 
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bud before they 
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divine authority, yet profitable for precepts of morality, ) 
In which Chapter you may finde, as I haue euer conceiueg, 
a deſcription to the life, and moſt exact Character of the 
goodfellowes of our times; who are tranſported equally 
with a deſperate inſatiable humour of rauenous feeding yp 

onthe froth, and filth of their impure delights, as greedily as 


the O xe ſuckes in water: and with an implacable enmity a- 


gainſt the purity, and power of godlineſſe. For the firſt, 


beare their cry vnto their companions. Verſe 6, &c. Come 


on therefore, let vs enioy the good things that ave preſemt: aud 


let vt ſpeedily we the creatures like as in youth. Let ws fil 


our ſelues with coſtly Wine, and Ointments : and let noflower 
of the Spring paſſe by vs. Let vs crowne aur ſelues with Roſe- 
bee withered. Let none of vs goe without his 
part of our voluptuouſnoſſe: let vs leane tokens of our ipyful- 
neſſe in euery place; for this is our portion, and our lot is this, 
For the other, take notice of their boyſtrous ſwaggering 
combination, to become bloody goades in the ſides, and 
cruell prickes in the eyes of Gods people. For proportiona- 
ble to their impatiency of being croſt in their courſe of 
pleaſures, is their rage in perſecuting the godly, And 
therefore being reſolute to liue and dye good fellowes, they 
alſo re ſolue from the ſame ground, to hold an euerlaſting 
ynreconcileable oppoſition to the way which is called holy, 
eſpecially , ſith every where it is ſo poken againſt, Whence, 
I fay, they grow, and glue themſelues together in this com- 
bination, Verſe, 10, &c. Let vs oppreſſe the poore righte- 
ent man, Let our ſtrength bee the law of iuſtice: for 
that which is feeble, is found to bee nothing worth. There- 
fore let vs lie in waite for the righteous: becauſe hee is not for 
our turne, and he ir cleane contrary to our doings hee vpbrai- 
deth vs with our offending the Lam, and obiecteth to our in- 
famy , the tranſ eſſin 14 F onr education. Hee profe eth to 
haue the knowledge of God : and he calleth himſelſe the childe 
of the Lord, Hee was made to reprooxe our thoughts. Hee 
is grienou vnto vs, enen to behold : for his life is not libę - 
ther mens, his waies ave of anather faſhion, Wee are efteemed 


＋ 


comfortable walking with God. 


of 2 N ler 2 8 waiet, 4. 

Ut hineſſe 1) hee prououaceth th of the inſt to bee 
22 : a eth his boaſts that God is — —— 
Such things they did imagine, and were decriued: for their 
owne wickednefſe hath blinded them. As for the myſteries of 
God, they know them not : neither hoped they for the wu. 
n Yes of rigbieouſueſſe: nor diſcerned 4 reward for blameleſſe 
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3 >; If it edge, and eneager malice, it breedes revenge, a wol- 
uiſh, and vnnaturall thirſt after blood: which haunts moſt, the 
moſt weake, fearefull, and cowardly: fpirits. For we euer 
ſee the baſeſt and moſt worthleſſe men, to be moſt malicious 
and reuengefull. Seldome doth it finde any harbour in a wel- 
bred, and a generous minde. As Thunders, Tempeſts, 
and other terrible 3 in the ayre, trouble onely, and 
diſquiet theſe weaker-fraile bodies below, hut neuer di- 
Aarbe-or diſmay thoſe glorious heauenly Ones aboue: 
do ſcurrik girds, imperious doggedneſſe, diſgraces, and 
wrongs, vexe, and diſtemper men of baſer temper - but the 
nettling diſpoſition, cauſeleſſe ſpite , and childiſh braw - 
lmgs of haſty fooles/ wound not great and noble ſpiri as. 
Now this boyling and biting diſtemper, though againſſt 
nature it feede vpon blood; yer, fo true is the point I purſu , 
(bur would you chinłe it?) is alſo inſatiable. Witneſſe tar 
Monſter of Millaine, who, as a Boas reporteth, When hee „De Repub. th. 
nad ſurpriſed vpon the ſuddaine, one whom, hee mortally Sν. 
hated; Hee preſontly ouetthrew him; and ſetting his dagger 
to his breſt, told him, hee would certainely haue his blood, W 
| except he would tenounce, abiure, forſweare, and blaſp oem 
the God of heauen. Which hen that fearefull man, oo 
— a miſerable life, had dene ina moſt hori- 
ble manner; hee immediately diſpatrht him, aſſoone s. 
thoſeprodigious blaſphemies were out of his mouth: ang 
in a bloody triumph inſulting ouer hismuriticred'adutrfary, 
2s though whole hell had d wel in his heart; he added this 
moſt abhorred ſpeech: Oh, ſiſes her, this ds righe noble, ————— 
not onel/ depriue te 4 
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Hit lid.. 127. hloodſhed of the Saints, ſaid on a time at his table, that he had 
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body of a temporary life;, but brings alſo the neuer - dying 
ſoule vnto euetlaſting flames. Wirnefle the cruelleſt of men, 
Hiſtory ofTurkes, Afahomet the great, who as the Story reports, was in his time 
n. the death of eight hundred thouſand men. But aboue all, that 
Beaſt of Rome carries away the bell for inſatiableneſſe in 
blood-ſucking , who though he was long ſince drunke with 
the blood of the Saints, as with new Wine; and in his drun- 
ken humour, hath furiouſly ſpilt, and powred out vpon the 
face of Chriſtendome, a world of blood, almoſt all in our re- 
membrance:Witnes the incredible deale of Chriſtian blood 
which that mercileſſe monſier, the Popiſn Inquiſition ſwal- 
lowes downe in ſecret: Witneſſe che horrible butcheries 
executed vpon Proſeſſours in the Loaweountries : Geſſe the 


— 


2 Metran. Belg. reſt by that cruell confeſſion of 2. Alua, whe boſting in the 


been diligent in rooting out of hereſieʒ ({o the Antichriſtiang 

call the right way to Heauen.) For beſides theſe which were 

flaine in warre,and ſecret maſſacres, he had put into the hand 

of the Hangman eighteene thouſand in the ſpace of fixe 

bDiftedensex 1- yeeres: Witneſſe b Farneſis his ferall reſolution at his depar- 
— — ting out of Italy; to make his Horſe ſwimme in the blood of 
8 — ntong the Lutherans: Witneſſe that moſt abhorred prodigious vile 
ſtragem per Oer. lany, that euer the Sunne ſaw; the maſſacre. at Pn, when 
cheranorum erve. in divers places of France, about e threeſcore thouſand per- 
oz natare ꝑoſſit ſons were murthered, and the ſtreets of that Citie, as the 
— 2 Storie tels vs, ſtreweed with carcaſes, the Pauements, Market - 
Hiſt of France, places and Niuer dyed with blood: Witneſſe, beſides other 
* cruelries and bloody afflictions, three hundred faithfull ſer- 
His verd tempo. uants of Chriſt burned to aſhes in this Kingdome, within 
_ — lefle then ſiue yeeres: Witneſſe that horrible parricide per- 


& nominat im per petrated vpon the Royall perſona of two French Kings; Han- 
Galliam, infor rio the third and fourth, who were n 
a 


hæretici ſublati | 
fins, Clement 


ſunt. Frans a moſt barbarous manner, by two Popiſh Aflat 
— and Nuuiſliac: Nay, in the late ciuill warres of France, twelue 
peg.9s, . hundred thouſand naturall French are ſaid to be ſlaine: this 
Hees , Romiſh Beaſt being the bellowes and ĩpcendiary, & c. Net I 


Heretic les, were 


fed Marrs, Tay, Though he bathalready drunke vp ſuch a deale of blood 
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as inſatiably, as Behemoth the Riuer Iordan: he is yer. till 

like a ſhee-wolfe in the euening; and at this very time carou- 

fing almoſt in all corners ofthe Chriſtian world, the blood of 

the IHartyrs of leſau as greedily , and with as furious thirſt, 

as euer hee did, ſince the Dragon firſt gaue him his power. Reuel. 13.4. 

But I hope in the ſtrong God of our ſaluation, (For e ir Reuel. 16. . 

the Lord God, who indgeth the Whore ) that this is the ſaſt 

draught, and that vpon his next health, as it were, begun to 

the Deuill, in this cup of fierie crueltie againſt the ſeruants of 

Chriſt, che Vial of Gods ynquenchable wrath wil choake him 

for euer. Blood he ſhal haue enough, but from the reuenging 

band of the Lord God of recompences, in fury, and iealouſie. 

2. Beſides that thus the rage of vnſatiableneſſe and reſt- 

leſneſſe of purſuir, doth ſtill boyle in euery carnall heart, that 

is carried immoderately after its owne wayes, or inordinate- 

ly vpon any earthly thing: it is alſo thereby in Gods iuft 

tudgemenc extraordinarily hardened , and eſtranged from 

God, For the deepelier our affections are drowned in the 

World, and endeared to any ſenſuall delight; the more deſ- 

tely are they diuorced from God, and deaded to heauen- 

things. It is iuſt with God, to ſuffer that heart to he tur- 

ned firſt into earth and mud; and after to freeze and con- 
calc into ſteele and Adamant, which preferres Earth before 
cauen; a dunghill before Paradile; broken ciſternes which 

can hold oo water, before the euer · ſpringing Fountaine of 

glory and bliſſe; a few bitter-· ſweet pleaſures, for an inch of 

dime in chis vale of teares, before ynmixed and immeaſurable 

joyes, through all eternity in choſe — manſions aboue. 

Our hearts are originally hard by the curſe of Nature, Ezek. 

11. 19. afterward by a wilfull courſe, and continuance in fin, 
re adde Adamant of our owne, Iſai. 48. 4. Zech. 7. 12. and 

ls ſuffering the Sword of the Spirit to ſear ſun» 

der our minion-delights from out boſoma, Heb. 4. 7. Then 

Satan ĩs let looſe to put to his iron finewes, Luk. 22. 3. Laſtly, 

God himſelfe hardeneth by an act of Iuſtice, as wee may ſee, 0th. 11. 20. 

2 12. Thus the heart which hates to be reformed, 
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8 glucd to a ſenſunll obiect, or worldly luſt, by its owne 
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abred corruption, infuſion of helliſh poyſon, and iuſt curſe of 


God, growes into ſuch a prodigious rocke : That no croffe 
or created power; not the ſofteſt elo quence, or ſeuereſt 
courſe; nay, not the waight of the whole World, were it all 
pteſt vpon it, can poſſibly mollifie or teclaime it. It will neuer 
yeeld or relent, or be rent from its darling delight, but dye in 
its deadneſſe, and be deſperately hardened for the very depth 
of Hell; except the Almightie Spirit take the hamtner of the 
Word into his owne hand, that by bis =_ all vnreſiſtable 
power, and mercifull violence, he may firſt breake it in pie- 
ces with legall remorſe, and after by the ſprinkling and pow - 
erfull application of Chriſts blood ; reſolue it into teares of 
tue Euangelicall repentanee; that ſo onely by a gracſous 
miracle of diuine mercy, it may be ſoftned, ſenctiſied, and ſa- 
ued. The ſtubborne Tewes were heauily loaden with an ex- 
traordinaty variety of moſt grieuous eroſſes and afffictions. 
There was nothing wanting to mile them our ward miſe. 
rable; and no miſery inflicted vpon them but vpon purpoſe 
to humble, and take downe their rebellious hearts. The Prò 
phet Iſaiah, Chap. i. paints out to the life, the rufull flate of 
their freſh bleeding defolations; The whole head ( ſaith he) 
is fiche, and the whote heart is hoanie, & c. (for the plate i 
meant, not as fome take it, of their ſinnes, but of their ſors 
rowes.) But all theſe blowes and preſſures were ſo farre 
from melting them, that they made them harder: Wherefore 
ſhonld you be ſmitten anymore, for yce fall away more and more 
What created power can poſſibly haue more power ypotr 
the ſoules of men; then the ſacred Sermons of the Sonne vi 
God, who ſpake as neuer man ſpake? And yet His deare iths 
treaties, and melting inuitations, which ſweetely and tender! 
ly flowed from that heart, which was reſolued fo —— 
warmeſt amd inmoſt bloodfor their fakes;moucd thofe ARS 
necked lewes neuer a iot: Nieruſalim, Hiermſalem how often 
would I, and pon mould not? Matth. 23.37. 1/aiah, that Noble 
Prophet; whoſe matchlefſe ſtile, incomparably ſurpaſſerh 
the „ of all humane inuention; andro:whith 
thechoicelt cleganciesof prophane Wricers/are Fee - 
* > £9 tiſme, 


— ä —— 


riſme, ſhed many, and many a gracious ſhowre of moſt hens 
venly,piercing,fweereſt eloquemte vpon a finfull Nation;abd «| 
rebellious people, which werefruirlefly ſpike ai water * " 


the ground, or loft, as vpon the hat defſ flint. Es tna 


nenhy foule-ſearching barter which beeathed nothing — I 
ſpirit and life; yet to them hardenedin their ſinnes, and ha- 
ting io be reformed-, were but as idle an empty breath * 


vaniſfiing into nothing, and ſxstteted ii int ate. 
The Loy (as he ſaith) made hit moneb ike 4 „ 


w 
and him{clfe a choſen ſhaft ; aud yet that two-edged ſword 
was full often blunted ypon their hardeft hearts; and his 
keencatrowegdiſchargedbya EA band, rebonndel ſftom 


their flinty boſomes j as ſlisfis fliut againſt 2 ſtone. wall. 


Fas 


10. 46. . | 


Which made that Seraphicall Ordror' ery out; Thane labox.. ven 


red invaine, I bane ſpent wy ſlrength fir tant ' and in vaint. 
Acourſcof extraordinary ſeuenty and retrour, was taken 
witache Tyrane bret he-was not 6ely chaftiſed with 
rods; bur even ſcourge d iii 
plagues of Egypt were 10 fo ae fromtaming , and tak 
downe his proud heart; that particular plague adde 
vnto ic a ſeuerall iron-finew; ſo farre they were ft "fo 
ning it, that they ſeared it tnorey No materiall Weig 
more cruſh the heart ofs man into pieces, chen praying 
morter: and yet ſaith Salmon; Though thou fhonldeſt bray 4 
an old obſtinate ſinner, #4 rnor ter anno wheate with 4 
peſfleper will not hisfodliſtner, bis wilfull eruelty in killing his 
owne Ss and Bedlam madiieſſe itt exctianging's fete 
tranſitorie pleaſure, with endleſſe peine; A. rom him. 
Prou. 27.22. Now what an — hardnd ; 4ndhelhfh 
ſtone is — no miniſtery or rmiſery; ny, nor mirscles, 
Sec Exod. 1027.1 nd 32. 2 King. 1. 11. lob. 18.73. 
nor mercies, Iſai. 26. 10. e ee n 
Here now ſhould I haue p aſſed out ofthis point; hg 

conceive, that of all the waightief duill affaires inci dent to 
humane deliberation , there is none more materiall,impor- 

tant, or of grentet conſequence, either for extte . 
— hearts gtiefeʒot extract diauy Tye 5 
ment, 
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Bonum — 4 ment, and continuall peace, then matter of marriage. A word 
um eſt terreſt 0 : 

Paradifus:malum, Ot two therefore of, 1. conuenient entrance into, and, 2.com.. 
terre ſtin infemun. fogtahle enjoyment ofthac honourable eſtataee. 
2 Primum ergo in For che firſt: 1. Let thy choyce be in the a Lord, according 


— rebgio to bleſſed Saint Pauls Rule, 1. Cor. 7.3 9. onely inthe Lord. Let 


Aae . . 
prime * pietie bee the firſt moouer of thine affection, the prime and 


Parrian nee 9- principall ponderation io this greateſt affaire; and then con- 
ning 22 of perſonage,parentage, and portion, as they ſay, and 
mowing _ ſuch outward things, and worldly additions, as a comforta- 
— —— ble acceſſory, conſiderable onely in a ſecond b place. Let the 
bin, they dre world ſay what it will, to a mind truly generous, & ennobled 
— + a with grace, the abſoluteſt concurrence, and quinteſſentiall 
fe Vibes, exquiliteneſſe of beauty, gold, birth; wit, or what elſe beſides 
ſabe — theſir. may be found moſt remarkable and matehſeſſe in that ſexe, 
in ede. ſhould be nothing, nor hold ſcale with ehe lighteſt feather 
Lush la. vpon any Ladies head, in reſpeR of a gracious diſpoſition R 
1 * heart. Religion and the feare of God, as it is generall 
Hookers Para- 5 oundation of all humane felicitie; ſo muſt it in ſpeciall 
Enn. be accounted the ground of al comfort and bliſſe, which man 
werazof Terul, and wife deſire to find in the enioying each of other. There 
Duplacent t- Was neuer any gold, or great friends; any beautie, or ou- 
Pominum of- ward brauery , which tied truly faſt and comfortably any 
malo feinen, marriage knot. It is onely the golden linke, and noble tye of 
Lib. 2.ad nee. Chriſtianitie and Grace, which hath the power and priui- 
— ve ef ledge to make ſo deare a bond louely, &euerlaſting; which 
dotata en ſatis, can ſeaſon and ſtrengthen that neereſſ inſeparahle ſocietie 
with true ſweetneſſe and immortalitie. 2100 5 
2. Let coniugall loue warme thine heaxt, atleaſt in ſome 
meaſure with affectionate contentment, and ſome more ſpe- 
ciall repoſe vpon the partie, as one with whom thou canſt 
heartily and comfortably. conſort: for the husband, all con- 


# 
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rents, and ordinary poſſihilities conſidered, ought to ſet- 
tle his affections vpon his wife , as the ficeeſt that the world 
could haue afforded him: and the wife ſhould reſt her heart 
vpon her husband, as the meeteſt for her, that could haue 
been found vnder the Sunne. By 2 conſtant. entercourſe of 


which wucuall contentment in each other, the husband wil 
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be to the wifeas a coreringof her eyes, that ſhe lift them not Cen 20. 76. 
vp amorouſly vpon any man: and the wife to the husband, 
the pleaſure of his eyes, that he may ſtilllooke 7 her with Ezek. 24.16. 
ſober and fingular delight.Otherwiſe they will find but cold | 
comfort in that counſell and commandement of Salomon, 
Prou.5. 18,19. Reioyce with the wife of thy: youth, Let her bee 
an the loning Hind, and t Roe: les ber brefts ſatiefie thee 
at alltimes, and be thonraniſtt almaies with her laue. Without 
this mutuall complacency, that L may ſo ſpeake, and loving 
contentment each in other, I doubt whether I ſhould encou- 
rage any to proceed. And yet hy ſhould not a comforta- 
ble concurrence of grace on botb/fides conſent of Parents, 
meetneſſe in ſtate, flature, birth; yceres, and all other requi- 
fites beſides, create in a mortiſied heart, matrimoniall affecti- 
on? And yet I would by ne meanes cauſeleſi confine and 
-enſnare any. AndyerIwould not haue an inuincible Anti- 
pathy, and * I cannot lone, but lion notwhy'; pretended, Nr , 
when as perhaps indeed and truth it is only carnall curioſity 
Which breakes a — maten. 2 * by | 
In going about ſuch an important huſineſſe, plie the 
Thrones Crordebenutecntiveryie ortuni hay 2 
uency of prayer; preſſe ypon;; and e, as it were, with 
God in dayes of more ſecret and ſolemne humiliation for a 
bleſſing in this kind, and with that ſinceritie; that thou doe 
heartily defire him, whatſocuerthy conceits, and expectati- 
on of future comforts, and conuetiences may be yet iſ it bee 
not with his liking and to his glorꝝ, he wauld bee 
daſh it quite. A good wife is a more immediate gift of God: 
re — - 71 3 : Fine esel 
but a prudemt wife n from the Lord. a And therefore ſuch a Pedal: ö 
We eee dc ſought for at Goss — 
Mercy- ſeate, wirh more extraordinary eamnaſtneſſe, impot- Nine dr fenden. 
tunitie & zeale. And methinles, tbat weile, child. ot what other eſſe. Ne 
good thing is procured at Gods mercitull hand by prayer, — any 
Nit profururum precibus& Dov , be vorisptrietr2 maxim? perenda eftvxer donaredditura — . 


4 + VErQ 2. 2 1 deſi bit 
ede | 7 iſe. de Offic. Marino 


ni earn 
animum. A very P 9 — counſe Wed ay 8 
"Genel. %%, . e ee (UG ITT 


5 ne 


_ Capoz-pig-23, d Set 


_— y == — 2 * — 


Gener all directiant for a 


ſſmould bring with it, euen in our ſence and:-thenkefull acs 
knowledgementathouſand times more ſweetnefleand come 
fort, then that which is caſt vpon vs by Gods ordinary pro. 
8 , without any ſuite at all, vnto his heauenly Highs 
4. Let the patties deale plainely and faithfully one wich 
the other, in teſpect of their bodies ſoules, and outwatd 
ſtate. I meane it thus; That they ſhould not deceiut and 
coozenone the other by a craftie cõcealement: of ſome foule 
diſeaſe, ſpeciall deformity, naturall defect, &c. in body;eſpe. 
cially; which they thinke in their conſciences, and impartiall 


* 


conifideration; if ie were cheir caſo; would breed imo 


lerable 
diftaſte and diſcontentment : or of ſome ſecret maime and 
cracke in theit out ward ſtate, which neither the other partie, 
or friends, do either expect, or ſuſpect: For ſo they may 
bring a great deale of after · miſery; and too late repentance 
1+ yponthe matth. For naturally we hate them which beguite 
vs. And a man or woman is moſt impatient of failing and 
1 being diſappointed of their hopes and expecthtions, in ſo 
great and waighity affaire as Marriage is. And therefoxe it 
-were very tonurnienti, and much better to diſcloſe the one 
vnto the btherqj the matetiall infirmricies and wants in eicher 
of their bodies or goods, though with hazard of en 

the match; rather then the one to obtainethe other, wit 
guile, cunning, and aftet - diſcomfort. I aid alſo; in reſpect | 

-of their ſbules : by which I m7 hit for che timeiof 
Wobing onely{/us they call it; theyſhamid not put or /a vi- 
ſour, flouriſh, and ſhe w of Religibn, conuetſion, and grace; 
i vyhen in deed und truth, there is no ſuch mauer For this exe- 
cC8rable impoſture alſo, is ſometimes villanouſiypractiſed, to 
ind 10 227974 the infinite preiudice,and perpetuill veaftſagtiefeſof the de- 
59142 51 aded parle. And not onely ſome parties arc cunning, te- 
ſerueq, and faultie this way bin euen Chriſtian fritnds are 
© toooften too forward: peremptory, and audaxious, ii giuing 


teſtimonies and aſſurances, is. ſuch caſe. No this ais atbe 


ee lee eee een 
by the preſent cunning cart iage of ihe pargie,an 
| partiall 


conceiues, 


comfortable walking with God. 


partiall information of friends, that he or ſhe hath met with 
a ſoule beautified with grace; whereas when it comes to the 
eryall, hath iuſt none acquaintance with God at all. 


Now I come vnto the ſecond Point; A religious and com- 


fortable continuance in the Marriage-ſtate, For the happy 
attainement whereof; let vs take notice of, and to heartzfirſi, 
ſome common Duties, which are mutually to be performed 
on both ſides. | | 

I. Louingneſſe. Which is a drawing into action, and kee - 


ping in exerciſe that habit of coniugall affection, Matrimo- 


niall loue mentioned before. It is a ſweet, louing, and ten- 
derhearted powring out oftheir hearts, with much affecti- 
onate deareneſſe, into each others boſomes; in all paſſages, 
carriages, and behaujours, one towards another. This mu- 
tuall melting-heartedneſſe, being preſerued freſh and 
fruirfull , will infinitely ſweeten and beautifie the Marriage 
ſtate. | | 


* 


For an vninterrupted preſeruation ofthis amiable deport- 


ment on both fides; let them conſider, 

1. The wiſe hand of Gods gracious prouidence guided 
all the buſineſſe, and brought it to paſſe. And he commands 
conſtancie in this louing & lightſome carriage. Pro. y. 1 8, 19. 
Reioyce with the wife of thy youth. Let her be as the loning Hind, 
and pleaſant Roe, let her breft ſatisfie thee at all times, & be thou 
rauiſhed alwayes with her lone. See alſo Eph.5. 25. Methinkes 
this charge from the holy Ghoſt, being oſten reuerently re- 
membred, ſhould euer beate backe and baniſh from both 
their hearts, all heart-rifing and bitterneſſe; diſtaſte, and diſ- 
affection; all wicked wiſhes, that they had neuer met toge- 
ther, that they had neuer ſeene one anothers faces, 8&:c.When 
the knot is once tied, euery man ſhould thinke his wife, and 
euery wife her husband, the firteſt for him of any in the 
world. Otherwiſe, ſo often as he ſees a better , he will wiſh 
that his choiſe were ro make againe: & ſo fall off from reſpect 
tothis Commandement, and Rom kindneſſe and loue to his 
owne. Which is an inexpiable diſparagement to Gods pro- 
uidence, and an execrable empoyſonerof Marriage c 1 — 

9 2. That 


- ti 


_ 
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2. That by the power of the honourable Ordinance of 
Marriage, the two are made one. And therefore they ought - - 
to be as louingly and tenderly affected one vnto the other, as 
they would be to their owne fleſh, 


3. The compaſſionate and melting compellations, chick 


Chriſt and his Spouſe exchange in the Canticles: Ny faire 
one, my hfter, wy laue, my Doxe, my vnde ſiled » * welbeloued, 
the chiefe of ten thouſand, & c. whole chaſte and feruent loue, 
that of married couples ſhould reſemble and imitate, 
4. That theſe mutuall expreſſions, and exerciſe of this 
matrimonial loue, are very powerfull to preſerue chaſtity 
and pureneſſe in body and ſpitit on both ſides. It is noted 
. of [ſacc,that he loued Rebetzab dearely; and this was x ſpe- 
Sul preſeruatiue, that hee fell not to Polygamy or concu- 
my bdines, as many of the Patriarkes did. 5 
II. Faichfulneſſe. 1. In reſpeR of the Marriage-Bed; 
vhich they ought on both ſides to keepe inuiolable, vnde- 
K4J fi d, and honourable, Wherein, if they tranſgreſſe, beſides 
an whole hell of ſpirituall miſeries, they ſtrike at the very 
ine w, heart, and life of the Marriage Knot; and become 
A nable (if the Magiſtrate ſhould doe, as God commanded a- 
mongſt his people) to the bloody ſtroke of a violent death. 
And therefore it behooues all that enter this tate, to bee 
humbled, and repent for all former wantonneſſe; or elſe, a 
thouſand to one, it will breake out, either into a ſenſuall, im- 
moderate abuſe of the Marriage; which the Fathers call, A- 
dultery with a mans owne wife; or elſe into a luſtfull hanke - 
ring after the ſtrange women. N 
2. In reſpect of domeſticall affaires, and buſineſſes of the 


and caſts his labours into a bottomleſſe ſacke. And the wife 
that js mateht with an idle vnchriſty Husband, drawes a 
Cart heauy laden through a ſandy way, without a Horſe. By 
which is intimated an impoſſibility off 

and proſpering in their outward fate. 


3. In 


family. The care and burthen whereof is common to them 1 
both. The Husband that hath a prodigall and ſlothfull wife, 
doth but draw water with a Siue, as the Heathen man ſaid, 


hriuing in the world, 


 comfirublewalkingwith C . A 


3. In the concealement of each others ſecrets, It is a very 
vnnaturall and monſtrous treachery, to publiſh one anothers 
faults and frailcies, or any thing, which in hope of keeping 
counſell, they haue communicated one to another. They 
ate ill birds, as they ſay, that defile their owne-nefts; and | | ooo 
franticke Bedlams that ſo throw dirt in each others faces. : i 
III. Patience. Which is as precious and needfull an ho- | 
ly dutie, as I can poſſibly commend in this caſe, for comfort- 
able conuerſing together. 
a Yor a more prepared and conſtant exerciſe whereof; con- 
1. That two Angels are not met together in a Matrimo- 
niall tare, but a ſonne and daughter of Adam: And there- 
ſore they muſt looke for inſirmities, frailties , imperfections, 
- paſſions, and prouocations, on both ſides. = 
282 That it is a CURE u all; Thaz the Sum muſt not. 
oe downe upon their wrath : much more to Man and Wife lin- 
Bae in the neereſt bond. a rene LO 
3. Thar there neuer did, nor euer will come any good, 
by the falling out of lian and Wife. Well may they thereby 
become ridiculous to their ſeruants, a by-word to their 
neighbours, Table-talke to the Countrey, troublers of their 
owne houſe, and as a continuall dropping one vnto another: 
but they ſhall neuer gaine by their mutuall haſtineſſe, paſſi- 


r 


ons, and impatiencie. What good can come by a mans an- 0 3 


er andindignation againſt his owne fleſh? Whar prodigi- 
— e it for - ut to grow ſtrange, whom ſo many 
and perpetuall bands haue tyed ſo faſt; and who without * 


deareſt and moſt intimate familiarity, can neither enioy ciuill 
contentment or peace of conſcience ? Suppoſe that the heart 
ſhould fall out with the head, and deny vnto it, thoſe ſpirits 
which become animall in the braine, and ſerue for exerciſe 
both of ſence, and by conſequent of the higher part of the 
ſoule; What would follow, but diſtemper, diſtraction, and 
madnes ? Or that the head ſhould fall out with the 22 


t on reſtraine from it the influence of animall ſpirits, 
he he, the quickning and moouing it ; Wm 
DIA ne oO TON wou 
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Job 1. 21. 


Heb. 13.4. 


. dole and ſympathize. 


. would become of the head, when the body weredead?Pro.. 
portionable miſchiefes and miſeries fall out ypon the Mar. 


riape-ftate,by falling out, ſtrangeneſſe, bitterneſſe, and angry 
reſeruedneſſe betweene the parties. 
This grace then will be of excellent vſe, and muſt be exer« 
ciſed many wayes: ks 
1. In bearing with the wants and weakeneſſes, infirmi- 


tles and deformities of each other. And let the men, (for 


the woman is the weaker veſſell) remember for this pur. 
poſe; how many faults, frailties, and falls; and how man 
times Chriſt remits and pardons to his Spouſe the Church. 
And hee ought to loue his wife, as Chriſt doth the Church, 


Eßph. 5. 2 8. The body doth not reiect the head, becauſe it is 


bald, or but one eyed: The head rageth not againſt the bo- 
dy, becauſe it is deformed or diſeaſed, but doth rather con- 


2. About croſſe accidents in the family, loſſes in their out» 
ward ſtate; going backward of buſineſſes, &c. They muſt 


not lay the fault one vpon another, to the breaking out into 


choler, impatiencie, and ſtamping; but both ioyne with - 
bleſſed Jeb, in that ſweet and meeke ſubmiſſion to Gods. | 


pleaſure :The Lord hath given, and the Lord hath taken away, 


bleſſedbe the name of the Lord. | | 
3. In waiting for the conuerſion of one another; if either 
prooue vnconuerted. In which caſe, be patient, pray, and ex- 
pect Gods good time. We haue God himſelſe a ſweet Pat - 
terne for this purpoſe. See before, pag. 102. Or if the one be 
but a Babe in Chriſt, weake in Chriſtianity; deale fairely, 
louingly, and meekely. Let our Lord Ieſus his tender - hear- 
tedneſſe to ſpirituall yonglings, teach vs mercy this way. See 
Iſa. 40.1 1. 
IV. An holy care and conſcience to preſerue between 
themſelues, (fox there is a coniugall, as well as virginall and 
viduall chaſtity) the marriage bed vndefiled, and in all ho- 
nour and Chriſtian purity. It ought by no meanes to be ſtai- 
ned and diſhonoured with ſenſuall exceſſes, wonton ſpec» 
ches, fooliſh dalliance, and other vncleane incentiues of . 
* | whic 


Bin. 


comfarta ble walking with God. 


on. 
ä 


-which marriage ſhould quench, not inflame. Euen in wed- 

locke, intemperate and vubridled luſtgimmoderationand ex- 

ceſſe, is deemed both by ancient and moderne Dinines,no 

better then plaine adultery before God. 
Two ancient worthy Fathers, Ambroſe and 2 Auſtin, ſpeak . 1ogu?, cu 

thus: Vhat is the intemperate mam in marriage, but his wines a. Lada. Peg... 

duſtererꝰ The reſolution of thebreſt ſound to the ſame ſence, em. 


© Ar amanmay be awicked drankerdwith his owne drinkgand $19 aud mi 


aglutton,by exceſſine devouring of his owne meat: ſo likewiſe,one oriri And a 
may be uncleane in the immoderate ſe of the marriage bed. been of the 
Euen Popiſh Caſuiſts diſcouer and deteſt aberrations and el — 2 8 


exorbitancies of married couples intheir Matrimoniall mee- ( [pecking Am- 


tings. (But reade ſuch paſſages with much modeſtie and — 


iudgement.) — 


Nay heare what a very Philoſopher ſaith of che point : In Bmae cn n 
theprinate acquaintance, (aith he, and vſe ef — , there — 


muſt be a moderation; that is , a religions aud 4 devont band: — 3 
for that pleaſure that ic therein muſt be mingled with ſont ſence. its aan 20 
rity. Ie muſt bee a wiſe andconſcionable delight. A manmuſt 3 
touch bis * wife diſcreetly , and for honeſty, ce Another iundionis: non 
thus: Marriage is areligions and denout bond : and that ic the key” pert —— 
reaſon , the pleaſure a man hath of it, ſhould bee a mollerate, abe Ty 
ſtayed, and ſerious pleaſure, and mixed with ſeutrity: it ought cis prope ef Ale 

to be a delight ſomewhat circumſpect and conſcientious, ror arden 
We may conceiue, what moderate, reuerent,and honour- — Fei 
able thoughts Antiquity entertained of the Marriage tate, of 4 poo 


and coniugall chaſticy ; by Euariſt us words, Epi. 1. ad om- Nihil ct fe. 
nes Epiſc. Aphri. Let new. married couples , ſaith he, for two dis. quim vo. 


or three Aayes ply P FAJEY , ==> that t may haue good chit. — 
dren, and pleaſe the Lord in their — x 228 8 A Lass. 


54 105 me 0 Debent quidem 
coniuges debitum ſibi inuicem reddere, ſed turpiter conuenite non debent. Greg. Tom. 2. = Sam. 
cap. 15. Col. 157 2. Coniuge: ſeipſi vii debent non ad turpitudinem meretricia obicemtatis ſed ad tem- 

— — 16:4. Col. 1575. Si ſubaudiamus ic, preceptum etit ad coniuges , vt pudicè, 

quũ decet honeſtate matrimonium inter ſe colant, vt vir cum vxore remperanter & caſtè habitet, nec 
torum maritalem indignis laſciuijs profanet, ſciamque coniugati non quiduis fibilicere : ſed vſum to · 
rilegitimi debere oſſe moderatum, ne quid alienum 4 coniugij pudore & caſlimoniã admittant. Par. 
D Heb. da ; Dod wo Ber Commundement. 4 Conc.Tom. 1. pag. od. dt. 

. Though I agree to Oſi anders cenſure, Ces. 2 lib. I. cap. a. ag · ¶ yet inthe ſeueo 1 cite it, it wes my 
Fwrne, * ana Ae noo popes | e . 1 en ery 
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Nov oll intemperate, exceſſiue, or any wayes exorbitane - 
pollutions of the marriage - bed, though Magiſtrates meddle 
not with them, becauſe they lie without the walke of hu. 
mane cenſure: yet aſſuredly Gods pure Eye cannot looke vp- 
on them, but without repentance will certainly plague them. 
Methinkes therefore, if the feare of God, awfulneſſe to his 
All- ſeeing Eye, loue of purity , &c. will not reſtraine from 
immodeſtie and immoderation in this kind; yet that {laviſh 
horrour, left God ſhould iuſtly puniſh chem therefore, with 
no children, 9 children, idiotes, or prodigiouſly 
wicked children, or ſome other heauy croſſes, ſhould fright 
them from ſuch abhorred filth. | 
Inthe next place, let vs take a view of, and to heart, duties 
peculiar and proper to each ſeuerally. 


I. To the Husband: 


1. Let him behaue himſelfe as an head to the body, 
0 1. Cor. 11. 3. Eph.5.23. 

a Non immeritd 1. The head is, as it were, the a glory and crowneof 
capii quaſi con- the body: So let the husband ſhine , and ſhew himſelfe ina 
— 2 kind of eminencie, excellencie, and authority ouer the wiſe. 
eur 3& cireumfe · To be an head, implies and imports a preeminence, ſuperio- 
— rity, and ſoueraignty, as appeares by the Apoſtles gradation, 
numenz arque in 1. Cor. 11.3. Man is the womans head, Chrift is mans head, 
— am God is Chriſts head. For procuring and preſeruing which; 
Hexain.,6..9, Let the husband bee manly, graue, worthy; not light, vaine, 
contemptible: Let him not be bitter, way ward, paſſionate: 
L. .et him not bee baſe · miùded, vicious, vaineglorious: Let 

him not bee a drunkard, a gameſter, a good · fellow. Diſſo- 
luteneſſe, and a diſordered life in the Man, doth much abate 

and diminiſh the wiues reſpectfulneſſe and reverence vnto 
him. Maieſtie, authority, venerableneſſe in any Superiour, 
is not any wayes more leſſene d or ſooner loſt, then by light 
behauioùr, perſonall worthleſneſſe, or vnworthy deport- 
ment in his place. Whereas true worth, goodneſſe, grace, ſni- 
ning from within, doth beget a more louing reuerence, and 

reverent loue, then all out ward formes of pompe and Bate; 
then any boyſterouſneſſe, or big looks can poſſibly 3 
| 2. Ihe 


ll 
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comfortable walking with God. 245 
2. The Head is the ſeate of vnderſlianding, wiſe- 

dome, diſcretion, forecaſt, Out of which conſideration; Let 

the husband ftirre vp, quicken, and inlarge his manly ſpi- 

rit, to comprehend, and rightly conceĩue all affaires, prouiſi-: 
ons, occaſions, offers, ingenuous deportment , and worthy. 
viages, Which may any wayes procure and promote his 
wiues true contentment, honour, and rr It is his 
neceſſary and noble charge, with a and punQuall 
care, and caſting about to prouide for her ſoule, body, com- 
fort, and credit; with all meekeneſſe and loue, to inſtruct and 
informe her in all paſſages of her duty, and procurements of 
her good. sc: Dog | 

3. The Head indeed hath the precedency and prero- 

atiue of nobleſt operations, and the ſoules diuineſt as, by. 
= benefit of its natiue temper and conſtitution , ſeate ofthe 
ſences,and other proper inſtruments fitted for ſuch high im- 
ployments, and challenge of that excellency ; yet notwith- 
ſtanding, the body, and other parts are animated and enlyued 
with the very ſane foule , both for ſubſtance, faculties, im- 
mortality, actiueneſſe, euery way:Sothar if the foot, for in. 
ſtauce, had an eare, an eye, an anitnall fpiric, and am organi- 
zation, as the Philoſophers ſpeake; apted for ſuch functions, 
it would heare, and ſee, and vnderſtand as well as the head. 
And therefore the head, by a natural inſtinct, as it were, and 
fympathie, doth — & tenderly, with freſh ſueceſſi 
ons of a liuely and quickuing influence, cheriſh, andrefreſh 
other parts as well as it ſelſe. The husband, by the benefit of 
amore manly body, tempered with naturall fitneſſe for the 
ſoule to worke more nobly in; doth, or ought ordinarily 
ourgae the wife in wn Rs RT heigbe of 
courage, ſtayedneſſe of reſolution, moderation of his paſſi- 
ons, dexterity to manage buſineſſes, and othernaturall incli- , 


—— 


nations, and abilities to doe more'excellently ;:yernorwith» — 
ſtanding, let him know that his wife hath as noble a ſoule 8s — 
himſelfe. Soules haue 10 ſexes, AS a. Ambroſe ſaith. Ia the accipit, quòd cam 
better part they are both men. And if thy wines ſoule were — 


freed from 222 as manly; as noble, 13. /6.14. 
0 - . | 2 
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as vndertianding, and euery way as excellent as thine owne: 
Nay, and if it were poſſible for you to change bodies; hers 
would worke as manlily in thine, and thine as womanly in 
hers. Let the husband then bee ſo farre from inſulting ouer, 
contemning, or vnderualuing his wiues worth, 4 the 
weakeneſſe of her ſexe; that out of conſideration that het 
{ule is naturally euery way as good as his owne ; onely the 
excellencie of its natiue operations, ſomething damped, as it 
\, were, and diſabled by the frailty of that weaker body, with 
\, which Gods wiſe prouidence hath clothed it vpon purpoſe, 
for a more conuenient and comfortable, but ingenuous ſer= 
uiceablenes to his goodʒthat, I ſay, he labour the more to en- 
tertaine and intreat her with all tenderneſſe and honour, to 
recompence, as it were, her ſuffering in this kinde for his 


fake. 

4. The Head is the well-fpring of all quickning 
motion and ſence, liuelineſſe and lightſomeneſſe to the body. 
If the deriuation of animall ſpirits from the braine , were re- 
ſtrained and intercepted for a while ; the body would bee 
preſently ſurprized with a ſenceleſſe dampe and dead palſey. 
The wife for the husbands ſake, hath forſaken her natiue 
home; fathers houſe, father, mother, and many comforts in 
chat kind: And therefore good reaſon ſhee ſhould expect 
now, and receiue from her Head; new matter, and a conti- 
nued influence of lightheartednefle, comfortable enioying 
her ſelfe , and cheerefull walking. If hee to whoſe company 
and conditions ſhee is now ſo neerely and neceſſarily confi-· 
ned, and, as it were, enchained, proue dogged, ſhce holds 
her ſelfe vtterly vndone for any out ward contentment. 
bo Let bim dwell with ber, according to knowledge, 1, 
* : f 1. By a wiſe diſcouery at the firſt, and timely ac- 
quainting himſelfe with her diſpoſition, affections, infirmi- 


: | ties, paſſions, imperfections; and thereupon with all holy diſ- 


cretion , apply and addreſſe himſelſe in a faite and louing 


— manner, to reQifie and reforme all hee can ;and to beate ihe 


reſt with patience, paſſing by it without paſſion and impa- 
tiency. 


— 


aper with God. 


dency, ful waiting vpon God by Prayer, in bis good 
for a furcher and mort full redreſfe”t confer © — 

the rankeft rootes of diffaſtes and — in che 
er e pe is the 5 — of a punctuull obſeruation of 

each others properties; of taking the right — I 
others manners, ypon purpoſe, —— patience 

and forbearance,theymny p. rt each other in loue and tos 
uingly beare one anothers Burthens. "Memorable is thar 
ſpeech, and may bee a ſit medicine againfl marriage 
which a reuerend man receiued from an husband — as- 
ked how ſuch a chofericke couple could ſo conſort 
ther: Thus, ſaith he, whew ber fit is vpor ber, I aud — | 
as Abraham didto Sarg and wien my freue, ſhe neelds 
to me : and ſo we neuer ftriue to „ but gun. 

2. By a 3 creer, 37 atient orde 

zuiding, and mans dg, bee » and family by 
ires ; Without thar c m whe — and 
ruſt of Gods nah mines ; without thar clamour, ;boyſte- * 
rouſneſſe, and confuſe jon, with which worldlings are woone 
to trouble their owne houſes. It is inerecible to confider the 
vaſt and vnualuable difference ber een the comforrs, calme - 
nefſe, and many ſweet contentments of au houfhold, gouer- 
ned by the patient wiſedome of an inded many 
and the endleſſe brawlings, bitter eonteſtations about ry 
fles, diforders, domeſticall hurlyburlies, 8c, which haunt 
chat famil ly, here a cholericke, couetous, and hairebrained 
busband doth docmineere. This latter, isfike the middle ro- 
gion of the ayre, continually torne andrent with freſh com- 
motions, thunders, and many tumultuous ſtirres, which riſe 
at firſt from a thing of nothing; a thinne ;inuifible fume 
drawne out of the earrtr: So eartfly things, vainer then te 
moſt vaniſhing vat apour, dot ordjriarily rufe in ſuetyNonrce« + >3- 
ries of diſquietneſſe and noiſe;a world of neethteſſe troubleyz © © ee 
paſſionate diſtempers, and ſclfe-yexations: But che ſonnen 
irlike the higheſt part of the aire, full of calmeneſſe, tran- 

llicie ;- . gd, od th ; the Sunne of Sunne of righteouſneſſe . 
Giping ftill vpon it with e bleſſed beames of 2 


— — 


R 3 tentment 


— 
SGenerall diroctions for a 


— — 


aliquam d- } mi, 


er icque 


Tecs Jo the Church and afterward at home 47 75 hub and require 
dicuntur, & le un- of: the wife amd the wife of the husband;'tho \things which were 
tui, vel pa tem there ſpoken and read, ar at leaſt oe of them. And in the ſame 


—— — 


to time diſſolue and driue away all miſts of worldly mour- 
ning, ſtormes of bitterneſſe and brawling, matter of ſuch 
ſenceleſſe and braineleſſe moleſſing one another; and doth 
with a ſweete and kindly heate refreſh and ſu | port theh e art, 
againſt all chollericke encounters and. croſſe accidents; b 


vertue of ſuch heavenly and beading ordials 
. were wont to calme and repell the maſt tempefluous af 
ſaults ypon the;afflited Saints, Iob 1.21.1. Sam. 3.18. 


1 7 


3. But aboue all, by leading his wife in the way of life, 
andpath, that is called Holy. This is the lower and crowne 


reument and ſpirituall nobleneſſe of inde; doth fiem ume 


4 


7 


* 


of all his Sxill, to be ahleſſed and manly guide vnto her, to- 
wards euerlaſting happineſſe. For Want of this wiſedome, 
and wil, many a poore ſoule lies bleeding vnto eternal death, 
ynder the bloody and mercileſſe hand of an ignorant, pro- 

hane, or Phatiſaicall husband; which perhaps may haue 
I enough and tog much, to thriue inthe world, to 
proſper in his out ward ſtate; to prouide for poſterity; nay 
to oppreſſe, ouer· reach, and defraud his brother; But 

no wit, no vnderſtanding, no braines at all, to teach, and 
tell his wife one foote of the right way to heauen: p 

to eo cuil, u. the; Prophet. {peakes, Iex. 4.33. But to doe 
good, no knowledge at all: No boly habit or heare to pray 
wich her, to inſfruct, and incourage her in the great myſtery 
and practiſe of godlineſſe j to keepe the Sabbath holy, and 
daies of humiliation;40 reade Scriptures, repęate Sermons, 
and conferre of good things with her, & c, fron which, tie 
is fo fdrre; that although it be che. rongeft barre to keepe 
her from grace, and the bloody cur-chroate of both their 
ſoules; he will needes perſwade her that all this is too much 


Ad Feclefiam preciſeneſſe. Aud yet heare a .Chry/oftonge : Let them both, bs 


* 3 . 


* 


& 


vi ab vxore, & Sermon Teach her, ſaith he, the feare of God; and all things 
Mor aviroexigat, - |, ../_- e PAs N. | Y 
Jin Eprfte ad Eph. Seim 20. Cel. 94-Doce timorem Hei, ꝭ᷑ omnia tanquam ex ſonte abundd adfluent, 


at, 


comfortable walking with God, 
will flow iniabundantly , avout thine houſe 
h on 


uerſion, and b ſaluation of their e ch ildren and ſeruants. Eue- blob non tantùm 
ry husband and head of Famil 


* 


* 


pray with them, 
and to bring them vp i 
admonitionefthe Lord, as the Apoſtle 
to reſtraine them all hee can from 
ny, the corruptlons of 
eir ſwinge in their 


catur ad vitam. 


— — alter | as e 

they ſay: es they ſo Aennntamen 

runns inco,b y ſuch groſſenegle@and default, are —— — — 
his ſcore; and he muſt he exactly countable; and full deare- ** tam deteſta- — 
ly anſwer for them at that great and laſt D de- 
Auer el. him chat, which will make his cares - Kras, regite flies 


and heart to tremble, if it hee not of Jas 


onem reddatis 
Is qui vobis 
ſunt ſubditi. Lug. 
a Hau. 50. p. 556. 


. 1 
— + . . 
* * 2 9 , MS 2 
10 N 1 , my & £ 
3 : 
* 


flames. 


2 


— 


flames. Oh, will they ſay, it was che bloody knife of our 

owne deare parents vuconſci and cruell uegligence 
that all our life long ſtuck full deepe in our ſoules, and hath 
now ſtrangled them with euerlaſting horrour! Thar this 
muſt needes bee ſo, ordinary obſeruation, common ex- 
peerience doth too oſten conſitme. Wee heare many times 
plwbKkce of execution, againſt parents and maſters vureleſſe and 
cConſcienceleſſe in this kind; and faying : If they had had 
cate and conſcience to haue taught and reftrained vs betime, 
wee had neuer come to this Dogges death, and ſhamefull 
ae endlefle yelliags, wien chey [ſhall feele the Rimes f 
=. HPP 7 P | e 1 I e ; 4.3 


5 


II. To the wife. To | i | A — Sen 
r . Let her be in ſubiection to her head. 


2 ** 


husbands hes 


o 
S 1, 


| | ore pollticke then their Prince; 
monſtroue and vnnaturall yillany, for any ſeruunt chererpot 
to demincere j or private man to ruſh inte a Roynll Throne 7 
A Mir! > N No 


— 


comfortable walking with God. 251 


No efficiency: of gin or ſingulatity of worth muſt iuſtle 
Ys out of chat tonke and tation, wherein Gods wiſe proui- 
dence and all · ſeeing I —— man m 
eriour in power and place, to his ſuperiour in 
—— perſonall endowments. No pretence then or plea 
on the womans part, can poſſibly procure jd. rn 
. 
depoſi er 
1 an hearty and cheereſull ſubmiſſion: 1. To 
al hislaw fulland — — — — — ber 
—— wour and carriage; that it may — 
. wr ones 


giue hi 
— 
children, ſeruants — 


of Chri — er grate fe and eo 
and commumlon in the beſt — and ſpirituall — 
whichonely canallay the ſmarcof al croſſe aocidenta. & fwoe- 
— WIA wan pa — 
for cuer be crowned together in heauen. a. To 
2 and Religious reſtraints: — 
wicked haus ts, and cuſtomes, finfull faſhions; and 
but in caſe of inconuenicnce , diſhonouroriult di 
doning of hercaſc, wil, defires, 
„ this — 780 the dl m. 


in her att — For the Spouſe, 
ty — doth deny | 
wiſedome, her naturall wit, and wilfuloeſie, her paſſions, 
pleaſures, ber eaſe and liberty, &c. And the wite 
is charged by bleſſed Pu, to bee ſubie ct to her husband - 
een Epb.5-24- 3. To all his motions, 


admonitions, 


» 


General directions for a 


body to reſt vpon the heads motion, eycher for reſt, or moti. 
on. lu a word, ſhe ought like a true looking glaſſe, faichfully 
to repreſent & returne to her husbands heatt, with a ſweete, 
and pleaſing pliableneſſe, the exact lineaments and proporti- 
ons of all his honeſt deſires, and demands; and that without 
diſcontent, thwarting, or ſowreneſſe. For her ſubiection 
in this kind ſhould be as to Chriſ, ſincere, hearty and free. 

2. Let her bee an helper , Genefis 2. 18. and doe him 
good all the dayes of her life,” at all times, vpon all occa- 


ions, in all eſtates; of aduerſity, or proſperity; acceptation, 


or diſgrace; ſickneſſe, or health; youth, or old age, &c.and 
that, with kindneſſe and conſtancy, A moſt memorable, 


and famous patterne for this purpoſe is recorded by Tine. 


A yong; tender and beaurifull maid was marched (aghe re- 
ports) to a man ſtricken in yeeres: whom, after ſhee found 
to haue a very fulſome and diſeaſed body; yet norwichſtam- 
ding out of ſence and conſcience, as it ſeemet; chat no by 


Gods prouidence ſhe was become his wife; ſhe moſt wor- 


thily digeſted ich incredible patience and contentment, the 
languiſhing, and lothſomneſſe of an husband continu- 
ally vificed and vexed wich variety and new ſurceſſions of 


moſt irkeſome and contagious diſeaſes. And though frientis 


and Phyſicions aduiſed her by no meanes to come neere him, 


for feare of danger and infection; Je for all this, ſhee paſ- 


ſing by, with a louing diſdaine and contempt, theſe ynkinde 
diff vations » plied him ſtill night and day with extraordina- 


ry tenderneſſe and care; with obſequiouſneſſe and ſerui- 


ces of all ſorts, aboue her ſtrength and ability, or poſſibili- 
ty; as the Author ſaith: had not her deareſt coniugall affecti- 
on ſupplied and ſupported her weake body, with freſn ac- 
cefſions of vigor and vnweariedneſſe. Shee was to him 
friends, phy ſicion, husband, Nurſe. Theſe are nothing: She 
was Father, Mother, Brother, Siſter, daughter, euery thing, 


any thing, to doe him good any manner of way. Nay ; had 
there bin one exquiſite equinteſſence of tenderneſſe, deare- 


neſſe, 


termands, euen in auer y thing. only in the Lord. So we ſee the 


dead, and friends came about her rather to con 


— 


comfortable walking with God. : 


0 


3 


neſſe, affectionateneſſe, and loue collected and extracted 
from all theſe; it would hardly haue matched her merciful- 


reaſon of extraordinary expence, and exceſſiue charges a- 
bout him; ſhe ſold herRings, chaynes, and richeſt attire; 
ſhe emptied her cupbord of plate, her cabinet of chiefeſt 
and choyceſt Iewels, to doe him good. And when hee was 
ate her 
happie riddance, then ro bewaile her widdowhood; ſhee 
did not onely deprecate and abhorre all ſpeeches tending 
that way : but proteſted if it were poſſible, ſhe would wil- 


| lingly redeeme her husbands life, with the loſſe of her fiue 


deareſt children. And though as yet, the flower, and prime 
of her beautifulleſt and beſt time was not expired; yet ſhe 
ſtrongly reſolued againſt a ſecond match, becauſe, ſaid ſhe, 
I ſhall not finde a ſecond Vaidaura; (for ſo her husband was 
called.) Whence it appeares, that this worthy woman was 
wedded to her husbands ſoule; not to his body: no infir- 
mity or deformity whereof could coole or weaken the man- 
lineſſe, and feruency of her loue. Such choyſe as this, were the 
way to make wiues neuer weary of their husbands. Where 
as affections faſtened onely on a mans outſide, are ſubiect to 


the tedious miſery of inconſtancy and change, and torture 


of many wicked and impoſſible wiſhes, according to the 
yanity and vexation of its tranſitory obiect. Againft which 
heare the indignation of an ancient Father: Bus thy hus- 
Band, ſairhhe, & onhand/ome , and homely. Hee once 
ft thou euer bee chooſing an hutband ? The 


of himſelfe : But thou refuſeſt thy yoke-fellow, and wouldeft 
often C Es a | ; | 

Helpefulneſſe to her husband, muſt bee vniuerſallʒ appre- 
hending and improouing with all readineſſe and loue, all op- 
portunities to doe him any good in ſoule or body, name, 


eſtate, &c. In — manner ſhe muſt learne, and la- pe 


diſcre- 


tion, 


bour with all mee e of Wiledome and patient 


neſſe, and melting affections towards him. In caſe of want, 


; > 48 bs 


” 


© Sed hortidus & 
incultus eſt. Se- 


alfe & bos requirir, & 


— = 


trahere i 


neſcit compar al 
rerius, & ſe non 


totum putat: Tu 


Iugalem repudias 


tuum, & putas [z. 
mutandum. 


Ambreſ. Hexan. 
40.5. cp. 7. 


— m———_——s... 


Generall dire@ions for 4 


tion, to forecaſt, contriue and manage, as her more proper 
and particular charge, houſehold affaires, and bufinelles 
within dore, as they ſay. For which; ſee a right noble g- 
rious patterne, Prou. 3 1. For the pride, vanity, idleneſſe and 
luxury of theſe laſt times, wherein there is ſo much hell vp- 
on earth; ſuch an impetuous raigne and rage of ſinne in all 
ſorts, hath —— Y WAS ſexe into eee 
degenerations: So that our great women in theſe daies would 
bee very loth to worke after this ſample, though ſet hy the 
holy Ghoſt himſelfe: Vet heretofore right Noble Princeſſes 
and daughters of mighty Kings, made conſcience of a par- 
ricular Calling, and diſdayned not to put their hands to 
huſwifery. See Gen. 18.6. And 27.16. 2. Sam. 23. 8. 
But all, let here be aſſiſtant to him in ſetting vp, 
and for ward the rich and Royall trade of grace; in enecting 
and eſtabliſhing Chrifts glorious Kingdome , both in their 
owne hearts, and in their houſe, This is that ond xeceſa 
Jerything, without which their family is but Satans ſemie 
nary, and a nurcery for bell. And therefore let her be ſo far 
from drawing a contrary way (a curſed villany of ſome wic- 
ked wines abroad in the world) or dead-heartedneſſe this 
way, which is the graue of all ſpirituall graces, that, in caſe of 
negligence & ſlackneſſe, ſhe ſhould labor by all wiſe, modeſt, 
ſeaſonable inſinuations, to ſtirre vp and quicken her husband 
to conftancy and feruency in religious exerciſes of prayer, 
reading, catechizing, conference, daies of humiliation, and 
other houſehold holy duties. As the two greater lights of 
Heauen doe gouerne this great world with their naturall:fo 
let the husband and wife guide the little world of their fa» 
mily, with the ſpirituall light of diuine knowledge and diſ- 
cretion. When the Sunne is preſent in our firmament, the 
Moone out of a ſence, as it were, ofa naturall reuerence to the 
fountaine of all her beauty and light, doth vaile her ſplen- 
dor, and tetire her beames. But when he is departed to the 
other Hemi ſphære, ſne ſhewes her ſelfe, and ſhines as a Prin- 
cefle amongſt the leſſer lights. When the husband is at 
home, let the wife onely, if need be, ſexue as a louing remem- 


brancer 


Rate with ſound and laſting comfort i | 
Vith euerlaſting peace & pleaſures at laſt: Let man and wife 


_—_ 


_  . things, and pray toget 
> II befides Fam 


man and wife make conſcience alſo of this more private duty {me projer 


will cowards any, larkivg in the heart, doth vtterly dampe 


comfortable walking with God. > ' 
brancer to him, to keepe his turnes and times of illightning 

and informing the ignorant, darke and earthy hearts of 

their people. But in his abſence comes her courſe, when her 

graces of knowledge and prayer, &c. ought to ſhew forth 

themſelues, and ſhine vpon them, to preſerue them from 

coldneſſe, and that dreadfull curſe which hangs ouer the 

head of thoſe that know not God, and ſhall certainely fall 


WP EE —— 


vpon thoſe Families that call not on his Name. See Ierem. 
| 10.25. 


& crowning of the mattiage- 


X For concluſion of the point, 
t in the meane time, and 


joyntly labour to ſweeten and ſanctiſie their mutuall carria- 


ges, both common and ſeuerall duties each to other, with of- 


den and conſtant meeting together in prayer. For perſwaſion 
to which practiſe: Conſider ſuch places as theſe: Gen. 25.21. Aenne 
b 1. Cor. 7. y. © 1. pet. 3. 1. That preciſe paſſage in Aubroſes in bcgfemda vr. 


71 in preſenti 

Ton mu both (ſpeaking of married couples) riſe in the aighe ris fog, * 5 
to prayer, and God is to bee intreatedef jou with ioynt ſappli. Ob exoremae. 
cation t. re ith Chryſoftome, teach her profitable capreſence & | 

y-prayers , wherein the more generall af. Tyres 
res of the houſcholdare to bee commended ynto God, a 16 eſto 


they made together, 


betweene themſelues, wherein many particulars are to be jp, mae. 
petitioned, onely proper and indiuiduall to that neete ſocie- 
"ry; I fay,if they ſer themſelues vnto it with hncerity of heart 


Ainſw. * 
b Loquitur, ſaith 
- as * 5s ily ER Ze. De arditra- 
it may be a notable helpe, and by Gods bleſſing prooue aWs.iciunijs tors. 
| . .. , WI. ..- tionibus,quepub- 
ſoueraigne antidote 3 roote of bitterneſſe, heart - jico Becleſiæ in- 


riſing, diſſention, or diſcontent berwixt them: (wrath, and ill- — pe 


arbitrio ſuſcipi- 
and empoyſon the power and comfort of prayer, much more rey rang 


— 


towards one tyed vnto thee with ſo many deare and perpe- gmente calani- 


tate, vel negotio 

iquo arduo publicè aut priuatim in eumbente. . Alloquieur quidem Petrus matitum & vxorem dum 

n elle pt lau Deum vn animo precentur. Calu. Maritus & vxor preces quotidiè vna 

gendum eft, & coniunctis precibus obſecrandus Deus, De Abraam Patriarchscop. 9, © Continuò qua; 
vtilia ſunt doce, ſint yobis preces communes. (bal. Sm. a0 in 6,64 Ephiſ, -- 1 > 

tua 


r — — — 
F 


Generall directions fora a 


tuall bonds; ſo that prayer together will make them leaue 
jarring; or iarring will make them leaue praying) sgainR all 
immodeſtics, diſhonours, and defilements of the marriage- 
ed; againſt want, monſtrouſneſſe, and miſcarriage of chil. 


A. dren ; againſt wearinefle , ſaciety and lighteſteeme one of a. 


nother; againſt plunging themſelues inſenſibly into the gulfe 

of worldly-mindednefle , the canker and cutthroate of all 
grace, comfort, and nobleneſſe of mind, &c. This priuate 
morning and euening ſacrifice offered to the Throne of 


grace, with heartineſſe and life, will ee (that I may 


ſo ſpeake) their loue, and renew it daily vpon their hearts, 
with freſh, ardent, and heauenly embracements. It will mar- 
ueilouſly ſweeten all reproaches and contumelies caſt ypon 
them for their profeſſion by enuenomed „„ 

ſhall come together in priuate, and complaine vnto God, 


and begge at his mercifull hands, patience, and Chriſtian 


ffortitude to take them, in ſubmiſſion to his will, and con- 


a ſacrißce acceptable, well pleaſing to Gad, 
R. et 90214 of 


formity to his Sonne, as ſo many crownes of glory to their 
heads, and of ioy vnto their hearts, Acts 5.41. 1. Pet. 4. 14. 
Job 31.36. It will ſweetly ſeale vynto them in the meane 


time, their aſſurance of meeting together hereafcer in Hea- 


uen: and when the time of ſorrow ſhall come, and ſtroke of 
death diuorce them for a time,conſciouſneſle of their former 
bleſſed communion in prayer, will not onely ſerue as a coun- 
terpoyſon againſt all ſlauiſn bitterneſſe of immoderate 
iefe incident to hopeleſſe worldlings: but crowne their 
earts at parting, (which is a precious thing) with incompa- 
rably more true, inward, laſting contentment, then if they 
two had couetouſſy hoarded and heapt together, all the 
wealth both of this and the other golden worlc. 
Thus much for our dealing in the world and ciuill affaires. 
V. Now concerning workes of mercy, which ſpringing 
from an heart, melting with ſenſe of Gods euerlaſting mercy 
to it ſelfe; quickened with a liuely faith in the Lord Teſus, 


and ſhining with fauiog graces , are an odexrof « frveer ſmvcl, 


9 . 
hilippians.4. 18. 
At n 35 5% ek * 


Conceiue 


Hebr. 13.16. 


* 
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comfortable walking with _ 


Conceiue firſt, there be two ſorts of them; 1x. Spiritu- 
all. 2. Corporall. _ 
1. Spirituall, flow from the fountaing of trueſt mercy, 
and compaſſion of greateſt tenderneſſe and conſequence; 
euen to relieue, repaire, and refreſh the pouerty , wants and 
miſeries of the ſoule. 1. By inſtructing the Ignorant, Prou. 
10. 21. and 15.7. 2. By giuing a counſell to them that need, « Ecce nec labo- 
or ſeeke it. Exod. 18.19. &c. Ruth. 3.1, &c. 3. By reducing w nec aliquid 


the erroneous. Exo. 23.4. 4. By labouring the conuerſion um, & — 


of others. Pſalm. 3 1. 1 3. Luk. 2 2.32. 5. By exhorting one clecmoſynam, - 
another. Heb. 3. 13. 6. By reproouing the offendor. Leuit. . Fial. 


19. 17. 7. By admoniſhing them that are out of order. 
1. Theſ. 5. 14. 8. By conſidering one another, to prouoke 
vnto loue, and to good workes, Hebr. 10.24. 9. By com- 
forting the heauy heart, and afflicted ſpirit, 1. Theſ. 5. 14. 


10. By b forgiuing from the heart our brethren their treſpaſ- > Non ſelam q 
ſes. Matth. 18,35. 11. By chaſtiſing delinquents. Prou. — N 
22.15. 12. By raiſing thoſe which are fallen by infirmity, tum, nude vefl- 
with much meekeneſſe, and tenderneſſe of heart. Gal. &. 1. — rg 


3. By mutuall encouragements againſt the cruelty and cnulatibulum, 
confuſions of the times, & in the way to Heauen. Mal. 3. 16. Halogen us 


14. By ſupporting , and mercifully making much of weake tivoredempiio- 
Chriſtians. 1. Theſ. 5. 1. 15. By patience towards all men, ue Stehen, o 


1. Theſ. 5. 14. 16. By praying one for another. Iam. 5.16, deduddiosem, 
2. Corporal), ſpring from a compaſſionate heart, and nam ann 
fellow-feeling affeRion, yerning ouer the temporall wants medicinam: erran- 


and neceſſities of our brethren; whereby we are ſtirred vp, — — 4 


as occaſion is offered, according to our ability, to ſuccour & quod exigus 
and ſupport their outward extremities and diſtreſſes: To judigent: y 


feede the Hungry: To giue drinke to the Thirſty : To clothe eam & qui dat 


the Naked: to entertaine the Stranger: To viſit the ficke: 2 


To goe to thoſe that are in Priſon. Math. 25. 35. Io put to an * 3 
1 : Ververe in quem 

as datur, vel chercet aliquã diſciplina, & tamen peccatum eius, quo ab illo laſus eſi aut offenius, di- 
mittit ex corde, vel orat vt ei dimittatur. non ſolim in eo quod dimittit, atque orar, verumetiam in eo 
quod corripit , & aliqud emen. lat oi pen plectit, elcemoſynam dar : quia miſericordiam præſtat. 
Auguſt, Enchir. ad Laurens. cap. 72. The Schoolemen compriſe ſame of them in this verſe. —— Canſule, Ca- 
Riga, Solare, Remitre, Fer, Ora. Non ſolùm qui eſurienti, & fitiemi, & nudo bene ſic ĩum largitatis im- 
pendit, ſed & qui inimicum A een Qum compaſſionis, & conſolationis im partitur, aut in 
guib..ſliber neceſſitatibus, alijs confilium adhiber, fine dubio elecmolynam facit. I/igder, | 


| helping 


———_— 
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. belping hand for raiſing our Brethren fallen into decay. 
|  Tegs, Colligo, Leuite25. 35. To lend, hoping for nothing againe, 8c. 
Condo, | Luke 6.35 ® 5 
IR Thus Chriftians ought to be ready to diſtribute, willing 

to communicate in all kindes to the out ward neceſſities alſo: 

1. Firſt; Of choſe of the houſhold of faith, the principal 

and moſt moouing obiect to draw bounty from a truly cha- 

ritable heart. Gal. 6. 10. 2. In the next place; Of the lame: 

W the blind, the ſicke, the aged, the trembling hand, or any 
a paſee fame mo- that God hath made poore. 3-Thirdly;Of any whoſoeuer, 
rienem, 002. in a caſe oftrue neceſſitie and extremity, whatfoeuer the par- 
Aue: ty hath bin before: For there thou relieueſt not his notoriouſ- 
Qui indigene o. geſſe, but his nature: though thou abhorre the man for his 
nem fuum, non former villany; yet vpon poynt of periſhing, doe good yn- 


am peccataxi, pa · 
— — to the common ſtate of humanity. 
i 


tribuit: nimirum, 
non peccatorem, 


© Aquinas 224.49. 
32.4rt.3. Durend. 


is 4. ſentent. 3. . Cc. 4 Tn aliquo particulari caſn, quædam corporalis eleemoſyna alicui ſpiri- 
rual preferrur,purh magis paſcendus fame moriens » 9 
mclius quam paſcere. 


lis 
docendus: quamuis docere Gwpliciter fit 
Let 


1 = 
— u 
o 


: comfortable walting with God. 


0" — 
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Let the ſauing light of thy diuine knowledge, ſpirituall 
7 Wiſedome, heauenly vnderſtanding, or what other excel, 

lencies, and perfeRions of the minde ſhining in thy ſouleg 4 
reſemble in all fruitſull improouement, and free communiy 
cating it ſelfe, that bountifull light in the body of the Sunt 
That 1. firſt illighteneth that goodly Creature wherein 
originally dwels, and makes it the faireſt and beautiful 
thing in the world. 2. Next, it illuminates, and beauril 
all the Orbes, and heauenly bodies about it. 3. Thirdly 
the proiection of his beames, it begets all the beauty, glor ;; 
ſweetneſſe, wee haue here below on the earth. 4.Fourthlyy - . 
ic infinuates into euery chinke and crany of the earth, and 
concurres to the making of thoſe precious metals, which lye ' 
in her bowels. 5. Fiftly, his beames glide by the ſides of * | 
earth, and illighten euen the oppoſite part of Heauen, with 
all choſe glorious Starres we ſee ſhining inthe night. 6.Sixth- 
ly, it is fo communicatiue, and greedy of dooing good in its 
inde, that it ſtrikes thorow the 'firmament in the tranſpa- 
rent parts, and ſeckes to beſtow its brightneſſe and beauty, 
euen beyond the Heauens; and neuer reſtraines the free 
communication of its influence and glory, vntill it deter- 
mine by naturall and neceſſarie expiration, Euen fo pro- 
portionably, let the fruitfull light of thy diuine knowledge, 
and heauenly counſell eſpecially, be ſtill working, ſhining, 
ſpreading to doe all poſſible good. 1. Let it, Firſt, make 
thine own ſoule all glorious within, fairely enlighten it with 
an humble reflection of ſelfe-knowledge, with puritie, 
peace, and ſpirituall prudence , to — conſtantly thine 
owne feete, with all vprightneſſe and patience, in the parh 
that is called holy. 2. Secondly, Let it ſhine vpon thy family, 
and choſe that are next about thee, with all ſeaſonable in Nude mi acer, 
ſtructions in conuincing them of the truth, and goodneſſe of uf ee, 
the 2 wayes of God, either for — Bod or in- — has 
nimum, amorem & dulcedinem regni cœleſtis, amaritudinem, & timorem gehenne — — 
rum ſalute ſollicitus, ac peruigil exiſtas: quia pro omnibus tibi ſubiectis, qui in domo tua ſunt, rationem 
domino reddes. Annuncia, precipe, impera, ſuade eis, yt caueant ſe à ſuperbia, à detractione, ab ebrie- | 

tate, A fornicatione, à luxuria, ab ira, à periurio, a cupiditate quæ eſt radix omnium malotum. Auguſt, + 


Term. 4 par. a. de ſalataribus documentis, page 541. =, 3 
- <C excu- 
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6 excuſableneſſe. 3. Thirdly, let it bee ſpent and imployed 
es” IB ypon thy neighbours, kindred, friends, acquaintance; viſi- 


+322. rantsof all forts, when they come towards thee ;.to warme 


their hearts all thou canſt, with beauenly talke, and to winne 
their loues to the life of grace. 4. Fourthly, let it inſinuate 
alſo amongſt ſtrangers, and into other companies, vpon 
which any warrantable Calling ſhall caſt thee. ; and intimate 
vnto them, eſpecially if it finde acceptation, andentertain- 
2+. Cor. B. ment: That one thing is neceſſaris: e ſpall 
b Fac aliquem bee certainly damned: That vpon this moment depenacth eter- 
non habere vel my n | , 
duosnummos; - Pifie, &c. 5. Nay, let it offer it ſelfe with all meekeneſſe of 


eſt aliquid viliu, wiſedome, and patient diſcretion, euen to oppofites: 
quod ſemine mus, = 


It metamus illam and labour to conquer, if it bee poſſible, the contrarie 


meſſem Ef, cr minded; if their ſcornefull carriage, and furious viſible 
—＋ edem hate againſt the myſteris of ¶ hriſt, hath not ſet a brand of 


diſcipulo,non per- Dogges and Swine vpon them. 6. Laſtly, when vpon all 
det mercedem S , , 
ſuam. Calix aquæ Occaſions, in all companies, by all meanes, it hath. done 


1 all the good it can, yet let it ſtill retaine that conftant 
gratis conſtae propertie of all Heauenly Graces, an edge, and eager- 


— Non 22 neſſe to doe more good ſtill, and rather want matter and 
frigidz, ne quis meanes, then readineſſe and reſolution to propagate it ſelfe. 


1 And this way now may the pooreſt Chriſtians bee plenti- 
ry u . bt 2 . 2 2 
non habuerit, yn- full in workes of mercy, and enrich the richeſt with ſpiritu- 


de — — » all almes. Which in the meane time may comfort the boune 
quam. ; 5 N 
Val. 2255 73. tifull hearts of thoſe who are true of heart; ro whom the 


b ue Lord out of his beſt wiſedome, hath denied this. earthly 
enenslerril. & droſſe. But yet for all this, I would haue you know, that I 


deuorione largi- know none, not the pooreſt, excepted or exempted from ſea- 
entis delectatur | 


& paſcirur: vrau- ſonable miniftring to the corporall neceſſities alſo of their 
tem nullus pauper brethren, We haue a Precept from bleſſed Paul, Ephe. 4. 28. 


ab cleemoſyna ic . 
— = ' a That we muſt werke with our own hands that we may haue to 


ipſe Dominus pro ius to him that needeth. And a noble preſident in the poore 
calice aquæ fri 


da ſe werceden Widdow, Mark. 12. 44. who caſt her two mites into the 


geit irg. Trealurie, which was all ſore had, enen all her lining. And if 


Ten .d c- any heere make a counterplea of their pouertie, I would 
RE * recen. know if there bee any ſo poore, which is not able to 

Tat 2 'b- : 9. | * 7 d ; » 
1453. giue b a cup of cold water onely ; and yet this from a ſincere 


heart, 


— 
* 
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heart, ſhall bee both graciouſly accepted, and certainly re. 


warded, Matth. 10.42. af 
And therefore in a ſecond place, I infinitely defire and 


intreate, (and this is that which in this point I would ſpe- 


cially preſſe and perſwade with deepeſt impreſſion) that 


euery one which hath giuen his name vnto Chriſt, rich or 


poore, according to his 2 and proportion, would 
with ſingular care and conlcience addreſſe himſelfe to a fruit- 


full, affectionate, and conſtant diſcharge of this much ho- 
noured dutie of almes-giuing in this kinde alſo, properly ſo 
called. 


I. For we are bound to abound in this grace alſo, There- 


fore ſaith Paal, 2. Cor. S. 7. (At yes alound in euery thing, in 
faith, & c.) ſee that you aboumd in this grace alſo. There is no 
religious Profeſſour of any reputation, vpon good ground 
with the Church of God, but takes to heart, and defires to 
bee exact in all commanded Chriſtian duties euery day, at 
Prayer, reading Scriptures, &c. Vpon thy ſecret then, and 
ſolitarie reuiſe and ſuruey of the day paſt, call thy ſelſe to a 
ſtrict account; as for others ſo concerning this dutie alſo, of 
doing good vnto all men, eſpecially unto them who are of the 
houſhold of faith, Gal. 6. 10. (for the diſcharge of this dutie 
ought alſo to bee daily; if thy abilitie will beare, and the ne- 
ties of the poore ſhall require: I» the morning ſowe thy 
ſeed, and inthe enening withhold not thy hand. Gine a portion to 
ſenen, and alſo to eight, Eccleſ. 11.6, 2.) and let the ſenſe and 
conſciouſneſſe of any omiſſion, neglect, or ſloth in perfor- 
ming it, wound thy conſcience alſo, humble thy ſoule, and 


uicken thine heart, with new life of reſolution, and more 


luely endeuour to mend euery morning; and perfume, as it 
| were, thine euery dayes walking with God, and this ſweet 
ſmelling ſacrifice alſo of mercifulneſſe, bounty, and loue, 
Phil. 4. 1 8. Let this duty likewiſe with the reſt, fall within 
the compaſſe of thy ſeuereſt ſearch ; penitent melting, re- 
nued yowes, in all thy more ſolemne ſelfe- examinations be- 
fore the Sabbath, Sacraments, vpon dayes of humiliation, 


&c, It is a profitable confideration, to thinke that a cuſto» _ 


S 2 - mary 


ͤ—— — A. 
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rituall graces in their due ſeaſons. 


As I heartily loue 
the amiable face of 
trus bolineſſe, fo 1 
inntely abborre 


the meere iter and 


. Counterfeit of it. 


mary groſſe neglect of any one Chriſtian dutie, in 15 ſeaſon, . 
of which the conſcience is, or may be conuinced, may iuſtly 
dampe and dead the lightſome and fruitfull performance of 


all the reſt. For example: A willing knowne omiſſion of 


priuate Prayer, or ſet reading the Word euery day, may in- 
tercept and reſtraine the ſweet influence of Gods woonted 
refreſhing mercy, and the fructifying beames of his pleaſed 
countenance from thine heart, inthe vſe of all the other or- 
dinances : an affected idleneſſe, and diſ-imployment of any 
one grace in the ſoule, when ſeaſonable occaſion calleth for 
improouement, may blaſt the comfortable exerciſe and ſen- 
ſible comfort of all the reſt. For example: If thou ſuffer thy 

atience ordinarily to ſleepe, when thy diſauowed paſſions 
begin to breake in ypon thee like a torrent, and heate thine 
heart with their ſwelling poyſon; or when ſome croſſe doth 
nettle thy deſire of eaſe; no maruaile though thou finde a 
faintneſſe alſo to ſeize vpon thy faith, brotherly kindneſſe, 
loue, zeale, ioy, and peace imbeleeuing, &c. Why then, when 
thou feeleſt thine in ward man to begin to languiſh, and the 
whole body of Cheiftianitie, to grow, as it were, towards 
a conſumption; amongſt other inquiſitions, why doeſt thou 
not alſo feare out of a godly iealouſie, and labour to finde 


out, whether the coldneſſe of thy charity, and too muchineg- 


lect of releeuing the poore members of Ieſus Chriſt, may oc- 
caſion thy ſpirituall dampe ? It is the duty and property of 
euery true · hearted Nathaneel, as to haue reſpect to all Gods 
Commandements, Pſal. 119. 6. ſo, though they cannot in 
perfection and height, yet with truth . endeauour, 
to haue reſpeR to a conſcionable vie of all the ordinances 
to the performance of all holy duties, and exerciſe of all ſpi- 


3 


2. If the world hath locked vp thine heart, and congea- 
led the bowels of thy compaſſions towards thepoore; let 
the blaze of thine outward profeſſion ſhine neuer fo faire, 
manage the heartleſſe repreſentations of externall holineſſe 
neuer ſo demurely; keepe the times and taskes of daily du- 
ties with neuer ſo great auſteritie; nay, though thou bee able 

to 


comfortible e db On N 


232323 moore —— . — a, „ a. * 
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to Dine weaker Chriſtians witch ſome Ad dae 
and artificial feruency in Prayer fol by the tueert wer, or 


rather poyſon ofhypocrifie aud Veineglory, a warf) prey 
ſotnetimes to the admiratfon'6Forhets; cially lee ue 


_cious, hauing — collected the moſi moouin paſſe. 

ges for chat purpoſe, fromthe beſt. giftedi in that kinde, and 
then giuing an enforced action and life vnto them in che de- 
liuerie, as ſore in other caſes actother mens inuentions to 
the life.) I ſay, for all this, if the holy heate of brotherly 
loue doth not warme thine heirr e vpon occaſion worke 


affectionate ly and effectually, I dare ſay, thou art rotten at 
the heart roote, there is no true loue of God in thee, no 


grace, ho hope of ſFuarion, Let that tertible and flaming 
place agaidft all cbuerovs Phariſes, 3. Toi, 3. 1 diſſolue thy | 
fr6zen-heirtegnefſe this way, and enlargethe bowels ofpitie 

towards the poore brethren « of Chriſt Ieſus, of elſe neuer 
looke hereafret tolooke him in the face with comfort, orto 

finde merey at chat Day: Matke it Well, and wedltate Fon — 4 1 
it's Mhoſo hath Phu wirlds good av [fer bisbrocher hath need, 


and ſbuttoth up his bowels of compaſſionſron him,” how dwelteth 
the bue of Godin bi? + 8 

3. But aboue all od wodies' of wercifulbeſſt to the 
poore, which in the Boke of God are yety many, and moft 
quickening ; methinkes chat argument Which Paul pre(s 
ſeth to this . 2. Cor. 8. 9.1 I owe melt the moſt flinty 
heart: For yee know , ſaith he, Ge Fee of our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, ane b bewas rich, ety for your ſakes bes became 


poore, that yee through his Poeertic wi bt d. Shall the 


onely deare innocent Sonne of the All-powerfull and euer- 


bleſſed Lord, and King of heauen and earth, dif inrich, as it .d. 
were, and diſrobe his heauenly Hightiefſe of that Royaltie 

and Maieſtic aboue, and become ſo poore, that whereas the Matth. l. a0. 
Foxer haue ole, andthe bird} of the ayre haue neſts; ; yet Hee 

not where to lay his hoatl: that through his pouerty, and pow- , 

ring out — blood, hee might crowne vs with the in- 

eftimable riches of heauenly y ; With ioyes atid pletſares 


more then the ſtarres of the firmament, euen for euer and 
S 3 euer; 


as - 
4 HG Sen Þ £ 


* 


Le 


Wor- 


ä 2 , 
euer; and 
thy Je op 


* $2 


E #-% 


Zo were it but a cup of cold water onely? Mat, 9, 41. Monftrous 

; vnthankſull cruelty! mercileſneſſe, meriting without Gods 

. ſingular mercy, and turning mercifull our ſelues, the fierceft 
flame in the dungeon of fire and brimſtone. 

4. The laſt and euerlaſting doome, at that great and 

dreadfull Day, muſt paſſe ypon vs according to our carriage 

in this kinde. Then ſhall there be a ſcugre,ang ſincere ſearch 


1 
# 


0 k. ; @ » | | ac 7 | 
= — "red a and en quirie made after 2 workes, 3228 the ſignes, euidences, 


promuntiaturus and outward demonſtrations of faith, and the roore of grace 
onen fü in the heart: or of ynbeliefe and rottenneſſa at the heart- 
ententieſuzin roote ; and conſequently, as arguments of a righteous doome 
mug hege nen paſſed vpon the Sheepe and Goates. I 5 glorious ena 


occult cc. of abſolurtion 3.(Cawe zee bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
unt ve , | 


kingdowe prepared for you from.the foundation of the world: 


inkdeli (ed x 8 ire ; 14 
conſpicn et (which ſounds out nothing bur pleaſures, ioyes, delights, 
Tm. ore bennes dere, Free 
zetur. Wor. Wars 1 [ELIACEL * ERC AL ASS ae EY * 
Manh-25-3 higheſt perfections, vynptterable exulcarions of ſpirit, ſwee- 


telt varieties. eternities) ſhall be pronounced vpon the god- 
ly, according to the effects ànd fruits of their faith, to teach 
vs in the meane time, what faith to truſt vnto, and reſt vpon 
for iuſtification; euen that which,works by loue; and at that 
day, to let all the world ſee, Angels, men and deuils, that the 
kingdome of Heauenis giuen onely to true-hearted Natha- 
ncels, honeſt Profeſſours, working heleeuers. No in the 
tert for this purpoſe, there is ſingled out with ſpecial choice, 
an eminent Synechdochicall inſtance, in one of the worthieſt 
effects of faith, and nobleſt fruit of grace; euen the point 1 
now preſſe, and labour to perſwade: an open-hearted, xeall, 
fruitfall bounty and Idue to Gods people, and diſtieſſed 
members of Chriſt Ieſus, for Chriſts and their e 


Matth. 2 5. 40. 


| — — 1 


comfortable walking with God. 285 
ſake. But that otherdoome of damnation; Dine Mach.s 
Jou curſed, into euerla ſting fire, prepared for the du u? I 
angels; which breathes out nothing burfire.and-brimftene, 
ſtings and horrours, woe, and alaſſe, flames of wrath; and 
the Worme that neuer dyeth ; trembling; and guaſhing of 
teeth; ſeas of vengeance, torments without end, andpaſt 
imagination; ſhall paſſe vpon the reptobates, for omiſſion verſe 2, 
and neglect of this noble dutie. For mercileſueſſe to the 
poore members of Chiiſt, vnkindneſſe to Chriſtians, hard- 
heartedneſſe cowards the houſhold of faith, is one of the 
ranckeſt bittereſt weeds;: which growes out of a graceleſſe 

heart; a cleare pregnant euidence, that all was naught; and 
a notable remembrancer, as it were, to that high and euetl |_| 
ſting Iudge, that his bleſſed Spirit neuer dwelt there. How hanno 
deeply then doth it concerne euery Chriſtian to practiſe, and 
ply vpon all opportunities, that moſt gainefull. art of almesæ Rleemoſpns, ars. 
giuing, which ſhall be ſo hi ghly honoured at that great Day, cuuguoſiime,. 
before that glorious vniuerſall preſence; when cuery merci. — ape 
leſſe man ſhall cry to that Rocke, this mountaine, to fall vpſoenn 3. 
him, and hide him from the wrath of that iuſt God which - ++ + 
will flame vnquenchably and euerlaſtingly againſt all thoſte, 
who in this life haue ſhut vp their bo wels of pitty againſt 
His poore; and been dogged towards the dearely beloned of jeremany, 


his Some. © F ; 136 + oak 
I know, * Be/larmine labours to empoyſon this ſaſt paſ- gn ne 


ſage with his falſe gloſſe, and Popiſh ſophiſtr . oy 
The cauſall coniunRion For, Matth. 25. 35. as hee there asg 

cauils, intimates and implyes wor kes meritori e. 

I ſay no. For, is there a Note of conſequence and order: 8 

not of the cauſe, or any b meritorious cauſality, The cauſall 3 


coniunction in Grammar doth indeed ſerue to ſne w the rea- gciemem,vel me. 
ſon of a former ſentence: but it doth not neceſſarily ſhew — 

a reaſon from the cauſe of a thing: but many times alſo from notorium iuſia 
the effect, and other kind of arguments. And Logick alſo ſexteniz:quod 


hi vers ſint 

341 pak * . 2 4 3 ; A 4 LET * < G dieti ab æterno 
ſeripti hæredes Regni,id eft,ex electorum ſdelium numedo; quia operdbus externis ſe tales probaucrine. 
— — ——— merits fan dn ClHo hef- 
cieat,non agnoſcent; Quando vidunus Te, & f X 5071 
a teachech, 


84 


— 


— 
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* i. * a . 
* 


e re, kinds of cauſes; principall, and 
> Beltarmiine replyes: Doth not Chriſt there ſpeake in the 
fame manner, of the rewards of the godly,and ofthe puniſh- 
ments of the wicked ? But no man can ſay, that in-theſe 
words, Goe ye curſed, & c. that che cauſe is not rendred; bur 

vdhnsely the order and conſequence implyed : For the mager of 

g finne is death, Rom. 6. 23. e 

I anſwer: By the like fallacy alſo doe the Popiſh Impo- 
ftors. pleade for Iuſtification by Workes. : Euill workes 
dame, therefore good workes ſaue. Moſt falſely as ap- 

Non valet cen peares by that rule in the Topicks :* The conſequence ir of uo 
jo — validitie, where there it not a perfetÞ. comrarictie. Now be- 

| nrariers. ( dweene good and euill workes, there is no perfect contrarie- 

Ain dene = tie :: d; for euill workes ate perfectly euill againſt the La of 

borum fröaus, God: but good workes are not perfectly good according to 

Cen ena the Law of God. Bythe ſame teaſon neither doth it follow: 

autembonorum Eternall death ĩs the wages of finn 

— 2 the wages of good workes. 


— 


mixtis principijs; 5. If thou lay out to the po 


ben him againe; Prov. 19;t7% Aid in the meane time for repay- 

Ir cauls ſalutis ment in due time, thou haſt ſecuritie infinitely aboue all ex- 

ſunt ſpectanda. ception; à Bill vnder his owne hand, euen his one bleſſed 

— Booke; wherein to faile, were to forfeit his Deity, if I may 

dus eſtangia, ſo ſpeake, which is prodigious blaſphemie co imagine. Now 
& vnum peccatum 1 | : 2 2 

ad mortem pto - hat a keene ſpurre, and inflaming motiue is this to bee mer- 

merendumfatis cifull: that wee ſhall make God himſelfe our Dehter, the 

— ever ſpringing Fountaine of Bliſſe, and Lord of all = 


Ian. 2. 10. neſſe who doth all things like himſelfeʒ omnipotently, boun- 


Bosa ſunt imper- bi . 4 
fa bond ee tifully, aboue all expeCtation, as becomes the mighty Soue- 
perfeadboazel- >. © "45725 hear gt giup efgres ali het Arno Beto x5 Ao lu ing® 5 eb ou i25 


34's Aw 211 þ l a .. 115 — 4 * 
ſent; meiita vitæ æternæ eſſeri,quia omnia ſunt de bita . L u. 2. 10. Deut. 14. 10. a. Cor. f Trou. 3. 
27,28. 8 2. Cor 9.6. Prou. 1 1.25. bh 3. Cox. S. 13,14. Ad. 11.2%½z. 1 


ow" 
— 
* 


comfortable walking with God. 267. 


raigneof Heauen and Earth ? If he worke, he makes a world: 
If he be angry, he drownes the whole face of the Earth: It he 
loue, the hearts · blood of his deareſt Sonne is not too deare: 
If he ſtand vpon his peoples fide, he makes the Sunne to ſtand 
ſil, and the Starres to fight: If he repay, hee giues his owne 
All- ſufficient Selſe, with the ouerflowing torrents of al plea- 
fures and glory through all eternitie. Line 

6. Nay, the way to thriue and fare well in tbe World, if 
our moſt wiſe God thinkłe it fir, is to bee eompaſſionate this 
way. thou dram ont thy ſoule to the hungry , ſaith the Pro- 
pher, and ſatisſis the Aflicted ſoule: then ſhall thy light riſe in Ia. 58.10. 1. 
ohh ſcuritie and breake forth as the morning, and thy darkneſſe bee 
as the noone-day : and thy health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily : the 
Lord ſtl guide thee continually, and ſatisfie thy ſoule in drought, 
aud make fat thy bones, and thou ſbalt be like a watered Garden, 
and like a ſpring.of water, whoſe waters faile not. Thinehorne pol. 112.5. 
ſhall be exalted with hoyonr; and thou fhalt not want. It will be Frou. 28.27. 
then a profitable Inquiſition amongſt others; when a man 
findes himſelfe to goe backward in his eſtate, Gods ſe- 
cret difpleaſure to blow ypon his wealth, or afflict his body 
with painefull diſeaſes, &c. to examine well, whether he was 1. lob. 3. 7. 
not ordinarily woontrather to ſhut vp his bowels of com- 
paſſion, then to po re out his ſoule to the poore. 

In a third place, take notice of the order of thoſe obiects, 
vʒpon which thy Chriftian loue is regularly and ſeaſonably 
to be directed, and thy workes of mercy diſcharged, The 
Catalogue of them runneth thus, as Iconceiue. 

The publike State wherein thou liueſt, and whereof thou . , , ,, 
art a member, challengeth the firſt place and precedencie: If cæteris paribus, , 
n lived a-nacurall life, as thou doeſt, and thou haddeſt but one 577 — 
morſell of bread, which would onely ſuſtaine the life of one M be like 
of you; thou wert to periſh, that it might flouriſh :/ for it is — 2 
euer better, that one member ſhould bee cut off, then the uumiein extreme 
whole body conſumed, * In the next place ſtands thy ſelfe; u, ne 


or one paxen is 


in ordinarie want: I xę an pietie, elſe we muſt belpe holy mens being ſarther off, before thaſe who hate to be refurmed,. 
thot1h neerer unto vs: ike in mutuall relations and 22 ene vnto another ; elſe wee muſt preſerre a truely 


religions brother before a more religious ſtranger; à kinſmanneighteur aud hunefat7or beſore either a Ain ſman, ar 
bluse o bangt er cli: ee 00G 


then 


P 
— n—— __—_— — 
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then thy wife; then thy parents; then thy children and fami- 
b Plus debews ly; theb the h houſehold of faith; then thy natural Kinted 
— cebi for ſprung lately from the ſame progenitors; then thy neereſt 
—— Aci neighbours and common friends; then thy countrymen;then 
— ftrangers; then thine enemies. For as thou wouldeſt be hol- 
qui Deum noo di- den a child ef the Higheſt, Luk. 6. 35. thou muſt loue thine 


ligunt, nec Deo 


— 


— 


ſetuĩunt. Quare? enemies, and relieue them too, rou. 25.21. Rom. 1 5,20; 


Quiaſandioreſt And becauſe our naughty hearts doe naturally riſe, and fell 
b — againſt them with much entraged anger, diſdaine and con- 
zend Pet tempt: ponder ſeriouſly ypon theſe points, as counterpoy- 
bentuinen. Sem 5 ſons to keepe out theſefoule fiends, and preſerue thine Af. 
fections euer calme and vnſtained this way, and in an holy 
charitable temper and diſpòſition to doe them good. 
1. Firſt, he that becomes a bloody = in thy ſide for thy 
bleſſed profeſſion, and becauſe thou followeſt goodneſſe, is 
ſtarke mad, and vtterly befides himſelfe in matter of ſaluati- 
on. Hee is as a dead man without all ſenſe of ſpirituall ſelfe- 
murder: now it is extreme weakeneſſe, to euen thy wit (as 
they ſay) with a Bedlam; and barbarous inhumanitie, to 
wreake thy ſpite vpon the dead, and baſely to vexe a liueleſſe 
carcaſe with brauing inſultations. 
2+ Thou ſhouldeſt moſt wilfully forſake thine owne mer- 
cie, and indge thy ſelfe more then infinitely vnworthy of 
euerlaſting life, of any part or portion in the rich, glorious, 
eternall purchaſes of His meritorious death; if thou couldeſt 
not frankely forgiue the greateſt wrong of thy greateſt ene- 
my vpon this ground onely ; becauſe Ieſus Chrift hath freely 
powred out the deareſt and warmeſt blood in his heart, to 
purchaſe for thee a worme, and wretch, and while thou waſt 
yet his deſperate enemy, pardon and ſaluation from the end- 
leſſe woes, and damnations of Hell. | eb 
3. Thirdly, the mercifull patience of God himſelfe in for- 
bearing and bearing with infinite wrongs, and diſhonours 
done vnto his great Maieſtie euery day, may be a matchleſſe 
puatterne and precedent to vs wofull ſinners, and worſe then 
nothing, eaſily to pardon, and patiently to paſſe by all the 
| prouocations of our fellow creatures, How many blaſphe- 
mous 


5 N 


** 
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2 


Heauen? With what damned oathes doe they teare and re- 
crucifie the precious body of his glorified Sonne, that fits at 
his owne right hand ? With what monſtrous lyes, and hate. 


full flanders doe they * his Ambaſſadours, and vilifie 


his choſen? Nay, where ſhall you find one of thoſe, who haue 
ſincerely giuen their names vnto Chriſt, whoſe negleRedin- 
nocency is not trampled vpon with the feet of pride and con- 
tempt; and whoſe guiltleſſe fame lyes not bleeding vader 
the mercilefle ſtrokes of intemperate tongues ? How many 
ſonnes and daughters of Belial doe horribly, and with an 
high hand prophane his Sabbaths, pollute his Sacraments, 
and turne their backs vpon his'Word'? How many euery 
where turne themſclues into barrels and beaſts, euen into 


mous mouthes are continually open againſt the Maieſtie of 


Vrres,vel lage - 
nas rectiꝭs hos 
dixeris, aut certè 


fincks} nay; and ſometimes into Sodomites, Hab. 2. 15. by in 


= 
——_ 


Jacas, qu 


their fwiniſh.drunkerineſſe? How many incloſing Nimrod, Doming: 


and Machiauellian Landlords, grind the faces of the poore,pluck 
offtheir hins, teare their fleſh, breake their bones , chop them in 
pieces as for the pot, and cate the fleſh of Go 
How many incarnate deuils walke vp and dovyne the Earth 
with hearts and hands as full as Hell, with all manner of miſ- 

chiefe, lewdneſle and rebellion ? And yet wee ſee in the 
meane time, our gracious God beares patiently with theſe 
many and prodigious prouocations. Though hee be armed 


with his owne vnreſiſtable omnipotency; haue euer in a rea- 


dines all the Angels of Heauen, all the creatures vpon Earth, 
all the Deuils in Hell; nay, the very hands and conſciences 
of ſuch ſtubborne Rebels, to be the inſtruments and executi- 
oners of his iuſt wrath vpon their ſinne: yet doth hee ſweetly 
and fairely temper , and moderate his indignation, to ſee if 
the riches of his goodneffe and forbearance, and long-ſuffe- 
ring, will leade them torepentance. If Almighty God then, 


_— In a word: 


N 
1 
* 


ie qui tibi ia- 
ruriatur, magis in · 


whoſe Maieſty, bleſſed and glorious for euer, is chiefly wron- „ 


ged, euen by thy 2 wrongs alſo, whoſe mildneſſe and mercy 
is moſt ſhamefully abuſed, with the horrible ingratitude, 
and intolerable contempt of ſuch as hate to be reformed, bee 


ei prohibuĩt. Si er- 
go Deus differt 
vindicare iniuri- 
am, & non eſt ci 


tibi. Perai. 


fo. wondertully patient; be not thou peruerſe: but rather dedecus,nec ett 
3 heape 


—_ 


- * 
4 
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heape coales of fire vpon thine enemies head by kindnes and 
love, chat thou mayeſt be the charitable child of thy Fathet 
which is in Heauen; who ſuffers his raine to fall as well vpon 
heachs and weeds, as vpon flowers and fruit trees. 0 


d By harbouting heart · burning and angry thoughts in 
Fug 


thy brett againſt thoſe thou art tempted to hate; thou wo- 
fully hardeneſt thine wi heart, which is an vnualuable hurt, 
anddepriueſt thy ſelte all the while thou art ſo dogged, of 
the bleſſing, benefit and comfort of all the ordinances ;, not 
onely of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, as ignorant 
people ſu ppoſe, bu talſo of Prayer, hearing the Word „ſinging 
of Pſalmes, eonferente, &c. 1. Tim. 2. 8. Matth. 5. 23, 24. lam, 
1. 20. Now what extrem madneſſe is it, and Bedlam cruelty 
to thine own ſoule, by cheriſhing and keeping warme in thy 
boſome, ſuch a baſe dunghill Viper, as reuengefull ſpite, to 
©... caſt the whole Frame of thy ſpirituall building into combiis 
„cn no. ſtion, and to make Godthine enemy, whereby thou hurteſt 
ceas fieriporeſt: thy a ſelfe incomparably more, then thou canſt euer poſſibly - 


dd autem tibi . 8 
don nocearGeri hatme thine oppoſite? 


—— 5. A great deale of ſpirituall good b doth by accident ac- 
oy - Joo =p crue to the Chriſtian, by the malice of his enemies, The ra- 


corrigatur, aur ging and rayling enemies of Gods people, ſerue 28 ſcullions 
lan bonds pee. to ſcowre the Lords Veſſels of Honour; as Shepheards Dogs 
ceatur. Aug. in to hunt Chriſts Sheepe into order, and to purer paſtures. 
Bau re unt 1. Their narrow watching ouer his wayes to take him trip- 
ſpine viaminfer- ping, and prying into all paſſages of his life, vpon purpoſe to 
— — diſgrace his profeſſion, ſhould make him walk more pteciſe- 


— —_— ly; and to hold a continuall counter- watch ouer all his cour- 
egetes Vomm ., . | . | . 
ne mn paleas luxe ſes, that hee giue no iuſt cauſe of offence, or any true matter 


tient Se pauca of cauill or calumniation. Whence it is, that David prayeth, 
grana habeant. 


Ip ſunt Jime z Pſa. 27. n. Leade me in a plaine path, becauſc of mine enemies, or 
vaſis gloriæ rubi- Ren 8 12 ey 12 

ginem auferentes. A filiis Dei, quaſi quodam raſorio peccatum elationis eradunt. Vude Gregor. Ideireò 
laxat Dominus linguas detractorum in Electos, vt ſi quid in eis elationis ſurrexerit , lingua detraQoris 
etadat. Per. Omnes mali, & amatores mundi, quaſi torcularia ſunt, Sic enim in torcularibus, & Vua pre- 
mitur, & Oliua, vt vinum & oleum reponatur in caueã: ita per nequitiam malorum hominum, qui boni 
& juſti ſunt, multis tribulationibus fatigantur, vt anime eorum tanquam oleum & vinum, & c. Aug. tam. 
10. g. 552. Conſidera, quòd illi, qui te perſequuntur, apud Deum velut molæ, ac tarcularia 6 
tur: Tu verd quaſi Oliaa, & quaſi Vua legitima paruo tempore preſſuram malorum hominum ſuſtinete 


cogeris. Ibid. * 
thoſe 


— 


I 


comfortable walking with God. 25971 


thoſe which obſerue mee, 2. Their hitting him in the teeth 
with the reproch of his former ſinnes, ſhould ſeruę as a rer 
and feelingly the great worke of his firſt tepentance; MT 
open afreſh a fountaine of penicent teares, or at leaſt of new 
griefe, hee can grieue no more, for — particular ſinnes, 
which any dogged Shimei,or ſlandetous Hecg brings int his 
mind vpon ſuch occaſion. For it is the woont of ignorant e · 
nemies to Gods holy wayes, to charge vpon his children, 
euen with much bĩtterneſſe and inſultation, the faults and fol- 
lies of their vnregenerate time. Though God Almighty hath 
buried them for euer in his mercy ; yer they will neuer ſuffer 


them to dye out of their malice. Though the hlood of { brifÞ 
hath — them cuerlaſtingly from the ſight of Goch an 
ſearch of Satanzyet theix bale ae ite will euer and 
anon rake into them againe to their diſgrace. Thus were Au- 
flin and Bexs , two great Lights of the, Church in, theis 
rimes;and ſo are many other moderne Worthies and Cham. 
pions of Chriſt, dayly dealt with. In which caſe learned Au. 


* 


. 


membrancer-ynto him, to reuiſe and renew more 


* 


ftin ſweetly gp dro the Donetiſts ypbrajding him in ſuch 
au vnwortby faſhion, with the impiety anq impuritie of his 


nuch I commend and praiſe my Phyſicion. And bleſſed Bens, = 
to a fellow obiecting vnto him bis youthfull Poems; This Hie homo invider 
munvexeth bimſelfe, becauſe Cbriſt hath wonchſafed mes bis CHI. 
Grace, And King Dauid, with whom I ſhould haue begun; 
when Shimei rayled vpon bim, and called him murtherer; 
Let him alone, and lm himcurſe : for the Lord hath bidden him 
And yet beſides this, I doubt nor, but vpon theſe occaſions, 
Dauids heart bled afreſh for his bloody ſinne; Auguftiues, 
for his former hereſie and ſenſualitie; ex des, for the vanitie 
of his youth. 3. Their blazing abroad ſome ſpeciall viſible 
ſcandalous infirmitie of his, and yet to which he is haled, ang 
as it were hurried by the impetuouſneſſe of ſome ſudden pa- 
»fion, or violent temptation, and which is one of his u 
griefes, and much matter of mourning in ſecret, ſhould cauſe 
him to ſtrengthen his watch, and improoue ee 
* „ 


2. Sam. 16. 17. 


— — IG bes iro nn ne 
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aſwell plentifull in workes of mercy , as P 


valour againſt the aſſaults and infinuations of it. Their 

malicious fathering vpon him by falſe reports, thoſe faults he 
Tr IDN 2 rn . Tau, | 

yet fell into, and yet to which hee may bee naturally 


much inclinable, ſhould furniſh him with more then ordina- 


rie care and courage, wiſdome and watchfulneſſe, to preuent 
the ſcandall of any ſuch guiltineſſe. 5. Their flanderous lay- 


* - 


ing to his charge, 8 hee neuer did, nor euer like to 


doe; which js alſo an helliſh humour, and deuiliſh tricke of 
prophaneneſſe againſt profeſſion, ſhould leade him to a ftri& 
enquirie into his heart and life, to find out ſome other ſinne, 
of which, ypon that occaſion, God would haue him take 
notice, and mortifie. It may be, thou art falſely charged with 
hypocrifie; Tooke that thou bee not earthly- minded; with 
pride, looke that thou be not paſſionate; with worldlineſſe, 
looke that thou be not luke- warme, &c. "64 
Thus haue I ſome what inlightned, and inſiſted longer 
ypon this point, purpoſely to ſtirre yp and quicken the ſpirits 
of all Gods people, to a fruitfull conſtant exerciſe of Chriſti- 
an charitie, and bounty towards their poore brethren: to bee 
reciſe in duties of 
jetie: (God loues mercy aſwell as facrifice; nay, in ſome ca- 
es, hee preferres the other beſore this) to be ſo much more 


e mitidfull and apprehenſiue of all opportunities; for a ſincere 


Heb. 11. 36,38. 


Ads 24.3. 
— 


diſcharge of this much vrged and honoured duty; as the 


wicked are malicious, and Phariſes ſorward, to charge vpon 
them the contrarie. e een 
For you know, that carnall men are extremely greedy of 
caſting aſperſions and diſgraces vpon the innocencie of re- 
ligious Profeſſours. No excellencie of parts, ſingularitie of 
worth, eminencie of zeale, height of holineſſe, integritie and 
puritie of life, can poſſibly priuiledge the beſt man that euer 
breathed the life of grace in the boſome of the Church; 
from the ſcaurge of rongues. The only Worthies vpon earth, 
of whom the world was not worthy, were vexed with craell 
moc kings: Paul, that precious Pillar of Gods Church, was 
called, A peſtilent fellow: nay, Chriſt Ieſus himſelfe, in 
whom the fulue ſſe of the Godbead dwelt bodiiy, was 25 to 
* aue 


_ 


—* * —_— * 
n. '- 


— 


comfortable walliug with God. 273 


- have a Deuill. And na marueile though they deale thus! | 
with his Children, that daily blaſpheme the mighiy Lord of. 
heauen and earth, bleſſed for euer. Daily experience tracts Quid mirum ſt 


them in fiue peſtilent paſſages this way: It is their non , —— 


with all their cunning, and vpon all occaſions, 1. To leſſen, qui eomm vitam 
peruertere non 


diſgrace, and diſparage all they can, the graces, worth; and Paſſune fumam 
good parts of good men. 2. To report true things malici» — co- 


nantur, cùm ipſum 


ouſſy, and vpon purpoſe to bring them into hatred and diſ- pram & Bug. 
eſtimation; ſo Doeg dealt with David. 3. To charge vpon num corum quo- 
them, with much credulity and confidence, things they ne- — 2 


uer did, neuer æ new, neuer thought vpon, or dreamed ypon, eis difplicer quic- 
4. Wich whoriſh foreheads, and very impudencie of bel — ict 
to faſten ypon them by ſlarderous imputation, choſe ſinnes &occulto indicio 
and vices, in the contrary graces and vertues whereof, they 136. 
are many times very eminent and remarkable. ZElyah was ner 18 
ſlandered to be a troubler of the State; whexeas in truth, hee ch 
was the ſtrongeſt Pillar of the kingdome , the: vem chariots . Reg. 2.13. 
 andborſemenof Iſrael. 5. Nay, and which is yet more, to 
father vpon them thoſe faults, wherein — — hatefull 
hypocrites |: are grofly and notoriouſly guilty, Tartullus tels 
Felix, that Paul was a very plagus: for ſo is the Original 
whereas not onely Paul was one of the beſt men vpon earth: 
but alſo himſelfe, a curſed cutthroate of all goodneſſe, and 
furious oppoſite to the glorious Goſpell. Hislewd Miſtreſſe 
charged /oſeph with an aſſault vpon her chaſtitie ;. whereas 
not onely he was moſt free that way, but alſo her ſelfe-noto- 
riouſly naught. Ahab called Elia, a troubler of Ifrael, 
whereas not only that bleſſed Prophet was the very ſtrength 
of that State; but alſo himſelfe, by his abominable eouetous 
Idolatrous villanies, brought confuſion and miſery vpon the 
whole kingdom. jos N e glory: 
Now out of this cunning malicious humour, caxnall men 
lye at the catch, and are meſt eager to apprehend anyſhadow 
of occaſion, or rather then faile, to make matter in their 
owne ſpitefull braines, or take it vp from the lying oracle of 
ſome frothy Ale-bench; herby to ſtaine the honour of Pro- 
feſfon, with the vn worthieſt imputations, of ee 
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hard-heartednefle, ynmercifulnefle; whereas themſelues, 
meere men of this world; are as couetous as theskinne will 


- +” hold; faſt nailed and glued vnto the earth; neuer in their life 


lift vp a ioyfull thought cowards heauen, neither dare thinke 
ſeriouſly vpon the world to come, without a great deale of 


llauiſh ſadneſſe and ſecret terrour. And in their graſping: of 
worldly goods, they care not a button for conſcience, make 


, 
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counterfeits, or thoſe moſt odious outſide-Chriſtians, who 


no account at all of that moſt certaine ſtrict account at Gody 
dreadfull Tribunall: but only how to carry matters ſmooth. 
ly and plauſibly in the eyes of men, and dawbe ouer their 
yniuſt dealings, with cloſe conueyances, and trickes of 


I goe not about heere to Apolog] ze for any vncharitable 


put on the glory of an Angell in outward profeſſion, that 


- 
a 


they may play the deuils more vnobſeruedly, in Vſurious 
praQiſes, oppreſſions, and vnconſcionable griping; weare x 
cloake of zeale, in conformitie to the externall formes of o- 
bedience to the ſirſt Table, vpon purpoſe to couer their cru- 


eltie and inhumanitie, in vndermining and ouer. reaching 
i tteir brethren, and to prey the more inuifibly vpon the ſim- 


plicitic of thoſe whom they deceiue by Sceming. 
But yet I muſt tell you, that many times, euen ſome of 
Gods one beſt Children are full falſly and fouly charged, 
by foule.mouthed worldlings themſelues, with worldli- 
neſſe, couetouſneſſe, and imputations of that nature; who by 
Gods merey, are ſo farte from doting vpon earth, and the fa- 
ding glory thereof, that in their retired & aduiſed thoughts, 
they would not looſe the loue and light oſ Gods counte- 
nance, and teſtimonie of a good conſcience, to winne the 
whole world: they would not exchange their comforts of 
gedlineſſe, and intereſt in a Crowne of life, for ten thouſand 
worlds, were = all turned into one invaluable Pearle: 
They feele themſelues incomparably more comforted and 
kindly refreſhed at the heart roote ,- with one thoug 


zht of 

heauen, and that endleſſe ioyſull reſt aboue through all eter- 

nitie, then with © world of earthly comemplations; thoug G 
a 


— 


all compoſed of gold, pleaſures, poſſeſſions, honours, Dia- 
dems, and all the glorious and moſt deſireable treaſures vn- 
der the Sunne. And who in reſpect of any vnconſcionable- 
neſſe, wrongs, iniuſtice, or wicked wayes of getting, mighe 
wirh ſinceritie of heart, proportionably to their ſtates and 


witneſſe againſt mee before the Lord, and before bis Anoymed: 
Wheſe Oxe bane I talen! or whoſe. Aſſe hane [taken ? or whons 
have I defrauded? mbom haus I oppreſſed? or of whoſe hand haue 
| Lreceined any bribe, to blind mine eyes therewith ? and [ will re- 
tors it. ſincete thoughts, reſolutions, and proteſtations 
to this e eee euidences of ynearthly-mindednes. 
Bleſſed Ie doth pregnantly illuſtrate this point: His owne 
friend chargeth him with inhumanitie, couetouſneſſe, and 


cruelty ; and thereupon inferreth that Gods affliting hand 


was heauy vpon him: How much more thinke you, would 
tbe children of fooles, and children of willaines , wiler then the 
earth,of whom hee elſewhere complaines, vexe bimflande- 
rouſly? Is not thy wickedveſſe great, ſaith Eliphaz,, Iob 22. 5. 
Scc. andehine iniquitics infinite ? For the haſt taken a pledge 


e | 


haſt withholden brea — IN 
awer empty, andthe armes of theſatherleſſe bane beene brokes. 
Therefore ſnares are round algut thee , and ſudden feare trou- 


bleth thee. Wheras,in deed and truth, righteous Job was right 


nobly minded, tender- hearted, chatitable, bountiſull; as ap- 
peares by his confident conteſtation to the contrary, Iob 31. 
16, &c. Il haue withheld the poore from their defive ,or haus 
cauſed the eyes of the widdem to faile: or haue eaten my monſell 
my {cife alone , OE hath not eaten thereof : 51 
haue ſeene any periſh for want of cloathing, or any poore wit 

| any baue not bleſſed me, and if bee were not 


ring ; If his loyne 

warmed with the fleece of my Sheepe : if l baus lift vp my hand a- 
gainſt the farberieſſe when I [aw my helpe in the gate : then let 
wine arm fall from m ſhonider blade, aud mine me be broken 


, | T Thus 


callings, rake vp Samueit proteſtation: Behold, here Jam, 1. Sm. 1. 
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ing, vnclean 


falſe; yer ſhall be fuce to cleaue to the good name df Gods 
© Children as certainely without redreſſe dt demetiie, nb rhey 


Thus many. times an imputation of worldlineſſe, hard. 
heurtedneſſe, vnhoſpitalitie, &c. is layd vpon Gods chil- 
dren,” without all cauſe truth, or conſcience; occaſioned, 
I conceiue, (for Ideſire to diſcouer vnto you a depth ot 
Satans malice in this point,) partly from the parties accuſing 
and ſlandering; partly from the parties accuſed and lai 
dered. 8 , Fo n K LY Wine 
Occaſions miniftred by prophane men, are ſuch as theſe : 
t. Firft, They many times, when they finde their conſei- 
ences diſquieted, their former courſes controlled, their car- 
nall humours eroſſed and contradicted, and themſelues much 
diſeaſed and diſturbed in the ſecurefull purſuit of their ſen- 
ſuall pleaſures, by the ſearching power of a conſcionable 
Miniſterie: or when they plainely ſee that their vnzealouſ- 
neſſe, luke warmneſſe, and formalitie in Religion, is cenſured 
and condemned by the forwardneſſe, and zealous carria 
asd conuerſation of the Saints, they ſeeke by all meanes, 
end labour might and maine, to bee meete with thoſe Mini- 
ſters which ſo vexe them with their faithfull Preaching and 
thoſe godly Chriſtians, which ſibently diſgrace them wich 
e ae. life and zealous exerciſe of Ct 


finde any viſible or conſpicuous matter or miſcartiage, to 


charge them with ; becauſe the Saints lie not in groſſi 


nefſe; Sabbath-breaking) idlenefſe/ the vanitied 
of goodfellowſhip, &c. as themſelues are woont; therefore, 
1 i „they audaciouſly diue into their hearts with vnhal. 
lowed cenſures, and lay vnto their charges thoſe inuiſible er- 

tours, which none can ſee but Gods Alb ſeeing Eye; & from 
which they cannot be cleered and acquit, but onely by their 
owne conſciences, and his higheſt Tribunall. So that xhey 
take order that ſuch imputations, though groundlefſe and 


were deuiſed without truth or charitie. 
clecrely in the preſent point, and the flander of hypocriſie, 
e 1 Which 


e. Wer may ſee this 


which is alſo the ordinarie portion of the beſt, from inen of 
the world. When prophane oppoſites e ws ry curl» 
ouſly into all the wayes of Gods Child, and can 8 
thing ſo faulty in his out ward carriage, or reprooueahle in 
the ordinarie courſe of his life, as they 2 and deſire; yet, 
left they ſhould not ſhew themſelues the right children of 
Satan, the Accuſer of the Brethren ; they will be medling 

one way or other ; they will beenibling at his good name , 

with ſome ſuch ſpeeches as theſe : Well, well, though he be 
an excellent Pulpit man, or a forward Profeſſour, yer is hee 
not ſo, and ſo? is not hee as well giuen vnto, and greedy of 
the world as other men? When they heare other men com- 
mend his zeale and forwardneſſein Profeſſion, theſe will be 
- caſting out ſuch malicious doubrs as theſe ; Goe too, my ma- 
Kers, I feare me all-is not gold that gliſters. Now bow is it 
poſſible, or by what outward witneſſes or compurgators 

may the Chriſtian cleere and diſcharge himſelfe oftheim- 

putatlons of worldlineſſe and hypocriſie; fichthe one lyes in : 
the greedy affeRions of the minde, and the other lurkes in ** 
the hidden 


comers oſ the heart? The purity and ſecrets of 
which, none can truely ſee and cenſure ; but the Searcher of 
all hearts. Were a man aceuſed of Adulterie, Drunkenneſſe, 

or ſuch viſible notoriouſneſſe, there might be meanes found 
for the manifeſtation of his innocencie, by an exact ſcan. 
ning of time, plece, ——— this is hs 
malicious and peſtilent policie of Satan and his agents, when 
ſee that 1 Saints, by the mercies of God, are ftee 
from thoſe groſſe ſinnes and notorious corruptions, which 

ordinarily raigne in the children of darknefle ; they ſpite- 

fully and cunningly lay vnto their charge, . imputations of 

ſuch, nature, from the which, though they bee free, they can- 
not free themſelues; and though they bee cleere, yet by rea- 
ſon of the malice of men, and ĩnuiſibleneſſe of the matter, it 
will neuer ſo appeare; vntill the brightneſſe of Chriſts com- 
ming bing foorth their righteouſatſſe as the — their 
eee of which they haue none 
other ground in the world hi _—_ — 5 
E-- 3 u 


* 


— — 
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c 


ſuch. For put a prophane worldling to prooue the flander of 
worldlinefleand hypocrifie, which he puts vpon the Chri- 
Rian, and he will be able to giue you neitherprobable rea- 
on, nor wiſe word to purpoſe. And no marucile ; for 
| let the matter come to examining , and hee ſhall finde, that 
; * man which hee fo miſcenſures, to bee, both faithfull towards 
| | God, and conſcionable towards man in all his wayes: Not 
onely innocent from oppreſſion, corruption, wrongfull dea- 
lings, and all vnlawfull wayes of getting; but alſo in a ſpe- 
ciall manner, with a moſtcompaſſionate tenderneffe and 
joue, right dearely affected to euery true-hearted Natha- 
neel, and the whole houſhold of faith; (which no yore- 
|} generate man eanpoſſibly bee; and which is the trueſt and 
| ” nobleſt iflue of ſanctiſied charitie ) Nay, and beſides, not 
if any wayes wanting (though it ſtand not with the policy of 
| prophaneneſſe to acknowledge it) in other charitable paſ- 
i fages with ſpirituall diſcretion, to any truly diſtreſſed and 
miſerable. And therefore there is no ground in the world 
left for ſuch graceleſſe lyes, but onely this: Carnall world- 
lings carue conditions to other men, out of the erookedneſſe 
of their ovyne nature; and cunningly put on the policie of 
Cutpurſes; who in throngs at Faixes and markets, eall vpon 
others to beware of Curpurſes, chat themſelues being truly 
ſo, may with leſſe ſuſpicion and obſeruation, diue into the 
| | pockets and purſes of true men. Many there are, who being 
119 themſelues truely worldly, and hypocrites indred call Chri- 
\| ſtians ſo, that the maske of their villanous hypocrifies-may 
bee lefle marked; and themſelues roore in earthlineſſe, yn- 
rill they reach the very bottome of hell, and no man regard 
2. Secondly, if a man would bee irreligious and vncon- 
ſcionable, it is a very eaſie thing to grow rich and into tepu- 
tation with the world. If de e. fe farre harden his heart, 
ſeare his conſcience, and abandon the feare of God; that hee = 
reſolues without rem orſe or ſhame ; to defraud, diſſemhlei: 
bribe, oppreſie, put to Vſury, ſerue the time, make vſe of ulli 
en ſor his owue turne, toclaake crueltie with conſcience; 


pretend 
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In a word, to plot and practiſe any le yd deuice or conſci · 
enceleſſe courſe, ſor his aduantage and riſing; I doe not ſee 
how ſuch a fellow, in theſe griping dayes and times of con- 
fuſion, ſhould eſcape wealth, preferment, and reſpect in the 
world. And as it is eaſie for fellowes of ſuch ill conſcience 

to thriue, and'wicked mer to grow wealthy; ſo methinkes 
it is no great matter for ſuch to make ſometimes very goodly 
ſhowes to the world, of bountifulneſſe, and liberall'profu- 


retend iend ſhip; when he purpoſes to deale like a Turke: 


— 


ſions in feaſts, entertainments, and larger doles to the poore, 


out of their ſuperfluities, and heapes of ill-gotten goods. 
But herein (though it bee well, that ſueh goods Job goed 
vnto ſome) they are like ynto theeues, who hauing robbed 
ſome rich Merchant, and taken hundreths from him, do ſcat» 


ter heere and there by the way, ſome ſmall pieces of filuer 


to the poore. But chis is a very poore mendsfor their mer- 
cileſſe bloodſhed and lawlefle robberies :- This is, as they 


ſay, to rob Peter, and cloath Yaul. Thus many great men 


keepe great houſes; and that is well: it is fit, Greatneſſe ſhould 
be accompanied with frankneſſe; hut alas, they grinde the 
faces of the poore, and eate the fleſh of Gods people, to vp- 
liuing, that ſo they may be enabled and furniſhed to purchaſe 
a great name by keeping a great houſe; but alas, they main- 
tame their port and eſtate. with the price of the precious 
blood of ſoules, and fetd the greedy; humour of their Pha- 
riſaicall goodfello w ſhip, with the fearefull Gangrene of ſpi- 
rituall bloodſhed, So others may bee ſometimes good vnto 
the poore, and bountifull, as they ſay; in their own houſes: 
but alas;they marreall theit almes · giuing, by vnlavvfull get» 


ting; and turne that, vhich of it ſelfe ia one of choſe ſacriſ̃ Hieb. iz. ic. 
ces with which God is highly pleaſed, into abonination * 1.61.8. 


and finne vnto themſelues. A goodly matter, ſure, to ſcatter 
heere and there, now and then, ſome ſe drops of charitable 


deuotions ; whereas. they haue mang huge and headlong 


torrents of gaive and goods comming in dayly by 
ſion, violence; meralefle incloſute, deuouting widowes 
Fer houſes, 


A. 
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gripings, vſurles, immoderate taking, &cc. oi bn 

3. Thirdly, prophane hypocrites are commonly Phariſal- 
call in their almesgiuing; affect, and purſue obſeruation, ſin- 
gularitie, yaine-glotious oſtentations in their contributions 
of charitie. Theit forefathers the Phariſes, when they gaue 
their almes, made a Trumpet to bee ſounded before them; 
So theſe ſellowes, their followets', and ſucceeding &ctors 
vpon the ſame Stage of h fie, leſt their good deeds 
ſhould die in the diſttibution, and bee obſcureſy buried in 
the bellies of the poore, they alſo get vmto themſelues a kinde 
of tale bearing Trumpetrers too. They cunningly obſerue 
thoſe oppottunities, and ſingle out ſuch obiects of their com- 
miſeration, and charitable deuetions, whereby they may 
ſooneſt, and moſt compendiouſly purchaſe a name of being 

ood to the poore, and haue their bouniſull diſpoſition 
blazed abroad, with moſt circumſtantes, beſt aduantages, 
and partiall enlargements. And thus it is a vety eaſie thing 
for a Phariſe to hee famous in rhis kinde 2 for ſich hee giues 
more for commendation, then ſot conſcience; far more for 
praiſe amongſt men, then our of a true-hearred compaſhon 
to the party; he dares ee ee conſcience, aud 
take liberty vnto himſelfe to place his good turnes there, 
where there is beſt poſſibilitie of being moſt ſpoke of, and 
greateſt hope of the richeſt returne of applauſe and admira· 
tion. do that ſuch an one ordinatily in his open- heartedneſſe, 
and charirable diſtributious, hach a ſpeciall eye and inclina- 
tion to thoſe thut flatter. him to his face; and are like to 
prooue the loude ſt tr of his bountifulneſſe abroad 
where they come. And hee is ſo farre from a right and ſea» 


houſe s.ſelling the poore for old ſhodes, rackin ge,cohanfings, 


| eee SW Per Fa ur er n ar- 
ties, and rhoſe ſpirituall diſcretions, obſeruable and neceflary 


in ſuch Chriſtian exerciſes of loue; and from the practiſe of 
the Apoſtles precept, Galat. 6. 10. Das good onto all men, but 
erially to them which are of the benſtold of faith: that hee 
would rather afford his helping hand for the reliefe & raifing 
vp of a decayed goodfellow;then of a diſtreſſed Chriſtian... 
4. Fourthly,. 


comfortable walking with Co a. 
4. Fourthly, though carnall men bee ſo couetous, and 
| hold-faft of earthly contenements, that they would rather 
looſe their precious ſoules enerlaſtingly, then leaue them: 
yet if it might bee, if they were poſſibly compatible , they 
would giue any thing in the world; both to ſerue and ſatis- 
fie themſelues in che wayes of yanicie, and after to ſave their 
ſoules in the day of wrath; both to partake of the pleaſures 
of che preſent, and to be ſecured from the vengeancethar is 
to come. What would not the great Ones of the world 
giue, to purchaſe two Heauens; one here, and another in the 
other world? What would not ſenſuall worldlings part 
with, to redeeme their ſinnes, if they might haue a diſpenſa- 
tion to continue in ſinne ? to liue the life of vanity and luſt, 
and after to die the death of the Righteous, and to receiue 
their crowne? In ſuch caſes in their ſober conſiderations(ſo 
that their preſent temporall happineſſe ſuſtaine no hazard, or 
diminution; nor the delights of theit ſweete ſinne, any 
diſturbance ) they would not ſtand vpon any worldly good; 


— 


though it were 4 thouſand Rammes, or ten thouſand Riuers er 
Oyle: Nay, they would giue their firff-borne for their eranſ< 
greſſions; euen rhe fruit of their bodies for the ſinne of their 


aly perſwaded, and 
can well finde in their hearts, to give any towards the 
ſeruice of God, and ſaluation of their ſouleszſaue themſelue 
I meane, their hearts and affections, which the world 
their bees. een are oy 7 67 1 Hence now 
it is. that many rich Ones and men ofthe world, being other- 
wiſe very gui eee, ae eee are very 
fully to good vſes, and to make good ſhew of liberalitie to- 
wards che poore; that thereby leſſe notice may bee taken of 
their other notoriouſneſſe; and with ſome kinde of hope, ſo 
to couer and conceale many groſſe corruprions from the 
wrath of God, and the worlds cenſure. For I know not how, 
chere is an inbred opinion and conceit ſeated in the hearts of 
nacurall men and Papifts, that almeſ- deeds, and ſuch workes 


ſonles; Many there are which may bee 


and 
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and ſcandalous ; and be pleaſing to Almightie God, though 
the parties fro whence they proceed, be polluted with ſecret 
impurities and raigning fines, Sith therefore they perſwade 
their hearts, that charitable deuotions & diftributions haue 
ſome power, as it were, ſomewhat to appeaſe diuine wrath, 
and to ſatisſie for other ſinful exorbirancies and aberrations; 
and ſee plainely that it is the moſt compendious way to pur- 
chaſe a great deale of credit intheſe cold & compaſſionleſſe 
times; and the onely obiect to diuert the eyes of the greater 
from the obſeruation of their other faults: I ſay therefore; 
they open their hearts the , and enlarge their 
bowels to greater bountifulneſſe; which otherwiſe their co- 
uetouſueſſe would keepe ſhut, Thus, many, to diminiſh the 
horrour and markeableneſſe of their ynmortified luſts and 
open lewdnefle, exerciſe a good art without a good heart. 

Occaſions from the parties ſlandered, are ſuch as theſe: 

x. Chriſtians, of all men in the world, are the ſpeciall 
markes and ordinaryobiects, vpon which are diſcharged and 
exerciſed all kindes of malice and miſchiefe: not onely the 
empoiſoned arrowes of ſpitefull tongues, the ſword ot Ty- 

2 the flames of crueltie; but alſo many leſſer and leſſe- 
Mar 


' flatteries, doe many times, out of their pride at 
ry contemptuouſly_roule downe as from 
|  Infolencies, many bardand heauyinhumaniries, and 
| . ces vpon Gods Children, as a nue of neglected vnder: 
= | lings. So that as the Prophet ſpenkes3:Her rhar reit 
SS wenill, maketh binſelfe a prey. "Hee that by the mereies 
N od, God breakes out of the bonds of Satan, intò the bleſſings 
5 aud bleſſed eſtate of grace, ſhall foreuer after; not onely be 
furiouſly perſecuted by the rage of hell and malice of pro- 
hanenes; but alſo lie more open to the inſultations, wrongs 
and eppreſſions of his aduerſaries and trecherous inſinuati- 
ons ol falſe friends. Sith therfore Chriſtians byreaſon 6ftheir 
patience, the worlds diſcountenance, diſaffection of grea 
3 


Ab. 
— 
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Onesgbeir own reſolute di ſallowance of all indirect courſes, 
of any baſe, and ynconſcionable aduantage, are many times 


mightily hackt vpon, and oppreſt by the greedy policies, ex- 


pilations, and encroachments of boyſterous worldlings, and 
cauſeleſſe oppoſites: and not onely ſo, but ſometimes alſo 
cunuingly, & inſenſibly preyed vpon euen by profeſt friends: 
((For there are a kinde of men, vvhich putting on for the 
time, the glory — an ——— mixe themſelues with Gods 
ople, and preſſe into their any, onely becauſe the 
— finde them to bee — — by — 
the fingleneſſe and ſimplicitie of their heartts, the voſuſpici> 
ouſneſſe of their charitie, the equity and conſcionableneſſe 
of their dealing, in theſe coozening, ſupplanting, and ynder- 


mining dayes, they may the moſ fairely and eaſily ſucke outet 


the greateſt aduantage: ) I ſay therefore, ſith Gods children 
are moſt ſubiect both to the wrongs of open enemies, & ſup- 
plantation of ſeeming friends, they are many times not ſo en · 
abled in outward things, or ſtrong in their worldly ſtate, to 


make ſuch a flouriſhin diſperſing their ſuperfluities, as thoſe 
men which get without conſcience, and disburſe without 
ſpirieuall diſeretieã .... to 2 


2. A Chriſtian darenor fer bir life ſo fatre enlarge 
conſcience, as to gaine by any vn warrantable m eanes, or 


vnconſcionable courſe, as oppreſſion, cotruption, coozening, 


violence, lying, vniuſt dealing, &c. and therefore ii this 


iping, and greedy age, in the higheſt noonetide of iniqui- 
j — Aare midnight of the workes — on 
(though out ward want bee inſinitęly counternailed with in- 
ward comfort) bee doth not commonly come to tha 
and ſuperfluitie of temporall things, which many times 
worldlings with wider.conſciences,cafily and immeaſurably 
ingroſſe. The largeſt conſciences in theſe laſt de worſt dayes, 
are the onely deuourers, and ſwallowers dovyne of worldly 
wealth. A religious reſolutiom to ſaue a mans ſoule, (more is 
the pitie ) is otable curbe to keepe him from 
ving ri into reputation with the world. Gods 


22 1 
exceſſe, 


ings, I deny not, are ſometimes 
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| very plentifull vpon * he owners, Gods owne chil. 


dren ;and both heauenly and earthly happineſſe haue beene 


_ wreathed together by the mercifull hand of God, and fer 


Sen. 39. 


— 


1. Sam. 20.3 1,32. 


f. Ring. chap.aa. C 


vpon their heads: but if wee looke vpon the common cour- 
ſes holden in the world that way ; and in 4 forecaſt of car. 
nall reaſon, hee is likelieft to grow rich and riſe, who is re- 
ſolued to danme his ſoule. In ordinary conceit of prophane 
policie, en eee of worldly wiſdome, Ioſepbh miſt 
great deale of earthly contentment, and in a preciſe humour 
put from him much poſſibilitie of preferment, by not yeel- 
ding to the impure ſollicitations of his wanton Miſtris. Ai. 
4 in not iumping with the foure hundred falſe prophets, 
in their lying flatterie to pleaſe the two Kings: Jonathan, in 
not ioyning with his father Saul, for the preuention and con- 
fuſion of Bauid. Had a ſenſuall worldling boene in Joſephs 
caſe, an vnſanctiſied Miniſter in Aicai alu, an ambitious Al. 
ſalom in Jamat hau, aſſuredly they had all yeelded to the ſeue- 
rall temptations. The conſcience of an vnregenerate man 
will marueilouſſy ſtretch it ſelfe, and grant out very large 
diſpenſations, eſpecially when any ſpeciall glory, profit or 
pleaſure of the world is in purſuit ee It was ſo 
in all ages, and at this day many a good man, many times, of 
great ſpirit, worth, and vnderſtanding, ſus obſcurely in a ve- 
ry low roome, and is kept vnder in meane eſtate by the 
worlds oppreſſions, becauſe he dare not diſpleaſe God, or 
enlarge his conſcience proportionably to the vaſt gulfe of 
the times corruptions. This is the very true reaſon why folly 
is ſet in ſo great excellency, and finceritie ſeared in the low 
place: why ſo many ſeruants are on horſebacke, and ſo many 
Princes walking as ſeruants on the ground. Sith therefore the 
Chriſtian is happily refirained by the checks and tenderneſſe 
of a good conſcience , from all ynwarrantablemeanes, and 
vnconſcionable courſes of getting; though his bowels bee 


moſt. compaſſionate, his heart heated with true charitie, and 
his deſires enlarged to doe 3 vnto all, and all the good he 


can; yet he is many times kept ſhort, by reaſan of his ſhore 
pittance, from thoſe outward reall expreffions; and effects of 
| | charitie, 


comfortable walking with Goll 


charitie, to which his tender-hearted zealous affeRion is in- 
wardly, truely inflamed; and from thoſe more bountifull ef- 
ſuſions and liberalities, which rich worldlings may, out of 
the tythe, nay, the thouſandth part of their ill gotten goods, 
plentifully perform. Ste 
3: Thirdly, Chriſtians know themſelues bound in con- 
ſcience to a carefull prouiſion for their Families; to dili- 
gence, and faithfulneſſe in their callings; from all vnneceſſa- 
rie expences, and the prodigall effuſions of goodfellowſhip, 
from ambitious affectation of applauſe, and vaineglory, by 
Pharĩſaicall oſtentations: and therefore to the greedy ob- 
ſeruation of carnall eyes, and yndiſcerning ſpitits of vnre- 
generation, which want no malice to milialce or cunning: 
to apprehend any ſhadow or ſhew of any ſeeming auan- 
tage for the diſgrace of good men; they ſeeme, and are miſe 
_ cenſured to hold vpon the world, to feede earthly- 
mindedneſſe, not to bee ſo open-hearted, —— 

charitably affected as other good fellowes, as they call them, 
which make no ſuch profeſſion of purity, and preciſeneſſe. 
And this — here 2 is made more 8 
ble, by the prophane plauſibleneſſe of vaineglorious wor 
lings. It is fooner, and more eaſily ente rtained; becauſe vn- 
conſcionable men take any compendious courſe of growing 
rich; which their couetous humour ſuggeſts vnto them; and 
by allowance and exerciſe of yvnlawfull meanes of getting, 
bring in many times great fore of wealth with much eaſe; 
and therefore neede not toyle ſo in their trades, or follow the 
bufinefles of their proper $ with ſuch attention and ex- 
aQnefſe. And if at any time they reſolue to be more boun- 
tifull and liberall, they commonly make choyce of thoſe 
times, places, perſons, and other citcumſtances, whereby(as 
they thinke)cheir good natures may be moſt noted, and their 
names grow greateſt ft extraordinarie kindneſſe and good- 


4 The Chriſtian dothencline, and enlarge the bowels of 
his ſpeciall compaſſiom towards the neceffities of the Saints x 
and conueyes che nohleſt iſſues, and effects of his 1 
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charitie, into the boſome of Gods child. And indeed hee 
is ſo preſt by the commandement; Doe good vnto all men, 
but eſpecially unto them who are of the honſuold of Faith, And 
there was neuer more need: For howſoeuer worldlings may 
bee bountifull one to another, and exerciſe many mutual 
offices of kindneſſe and carnall loue among themſelues; yet 
for the moſt part, they are very vncompaſſionate, ſtraitlaced 
and hard- hearted toward diſtreſſed Chriſtians. Nay, ordi- 
natily, they are rather ready to combine and contribute their 
malices, policies and purſes, to throw them downe lower in- 
to outward want and miſery; then to put to their helpin 
bands for their recouery, comfort, and enlargement — ä 
it were in their ſufferings for Gods cauſe, and teſtimony of 
a god conſcience. So that, as Chriſtian diſtreſſes ate the 
principall obiect of the Chriſtians compaſſion and bounty: 
So worldlings are onely heartily kind and openhearted co 
the men of the World. Now, that you may rightly vnder- 
ſtand the point, you muſt conceiue, that the good deeds and 
commendable parts of an ynregetierate man, are euer carried 
more boiſteroufly and with greater ndyſe, are entertained 
of the World with a farre more general applauſe and notice, 
then the godly actions and divine Graces 6f Gods children. 
The World deales with men in this cafe; ſaich a worthy Diuine, 
as it deales with Witches and Phyſicions ; the Witch, thongh ſbes 
fails in twenty things, yet if ſhe doe ſome ons thing aright, though 
it be but mall. the world loneth, and commeudoth her for a good 
and wiſe woman. But the Pbyſiciou, bio worke ſixe hundred 
cures; yet if, through the waymæ dusſſe of his Patient, or for the 
prniſhment of his Patients finme, he fails but in one, that vno faite 
doth more turne to his diſcredit then his manifold, goodiy and no- 
table eures doe get him praiſe, In this manner, ſaith hee, doth 
Gods children cue the world deate with men: If a worldly man hane but an ont- 
—— i dvd gift of ſtrength ,of ſpeech, or of comtlineſſe;he ſhall be great+ 
—— an. lypraiſed, aud connted a goodly man, though he be an Idolarer, or 
bel ges inthe; & prophitne perſon; "and though het roittime' and flow aner in all 
vader one infirmity. Mme of vices: Hat ler. echild of Goa be truly Sbalaut in 
true "Religion, let him bee bone n and holy in bunutyſarion, 7 
. K I $ 


5 — 


All ib⸗ ee, — eric — they neuer ſo 


ciall markable act of bounty 


nature, gets the ſtart and precedency in opinion and reputa- 
tion wich the World, from many a gracious — who 
beares in his boſome a conſtant habituall-tendee- 
to all true neceſſities, and as occaſion ſhall e: 
| heart, his hands, and his houſe moſtioyfully and c 10- 
nately, to refreſh and comfort the-needfull _—_ of any 
erue-hearred Nathancel, And the Worldling doth the rather, 
and more eaſily ca y d heesuſe iũ ch of bis doſes 
and largeſſes, — makes chaiſe of f. tale-bea- 
Typmpetters, who knowing bis Phariſaicall humour, are 
ett: to blaze his bounty moſt abroad in the World ; 


— difireſfled Saints, from whom hee expects no more hut a 
ſecret and filent bleſſing of Godintheix — Su 
neſſe conueyed vnto them by ſuch an Inſttument. 
Thus I baue diſcouered anto you »myieric of Sacans wa- 
ner, andthe cunning deſpicet ho. 
labour many times ou of pure clice, be wild} wüst J 
to faſten vpon Gods children;, imputstions of 'wotHdlinefle, 
hard- . cruell dealing, and: ſuchlike. Fey 
. |, The occaſions, as I lan largely told you , ann leb 4s 
theſe... tlio vis Pen 1 lic ee * 1237 lib 
7 Vo xhe Wor Feng 1c: 712 nc 5 47 $464 ddl ef 
. Yoon hearty le 2 — Nt | » whom; fich 
by che Grace of God, hee finds freefrom gfodlefinaes, 
preſently growes to ſuch Can er ole; Foy — 
nos ſuchand ſuch gineny0 the workh as wellaborhe 
e. 31 SET [#1 2 04755 i err Ir} n! th uodvie v6 of 
4 He | fue enlarge is confeiemcetocomſesotrnlawul 


getting; 


— 


ſo great, andthe 
World niece han moſt wicked man. It isiuft ſo in this 
particular: A prophaneman many times by ſome one f 
aud — a — 
few ſeaſonable oſtentations of good feloviſhip, and kinde 


ian ſingles ous ſpeciallyifor ſuch purpoſes. 
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and more publike acting of his deeds of charitie; and there- 


 gerting; * 8 dieſes it is more ealie forbim: to bpenhis 
hand — and then to ſome b ne of berat- Fe 
mindedaeſſe ;eſpeciallyfickrhereby es to aire bis 
arenen for his other ĩnqrections. * 
3. He is commonly Pharifaicallin an ambitious exerciſe. ; 


fore whatfoeuer hee — that way, is for the moſt part car⸗- 
ried abroad. with NEWER: and remarkable noyſs and u. | 
tice.” 3 

4. He would gladly Rill the be his gvile copfel- 
ence,and ſeemerobimielfer redeeme the francs Fhis 2 


De E: »tt $2 

ſubier wrrongy Fad mocking in ks 
outward tate boch by the violent eneron ment: ofprofeſt 
oppoſites and couetoùs infinustions of falſe friends. 1 e 


2. He dare not for zor good, yndercake any In- 
n aini 7 


hs. © 
„z. He ſinds liimfelfe bound in con — to faithifull di- 


ligence i in his Calling, and Obriftian proviſion for his Fa- 
milie. is 2273 7 


4. He 4 the beftund moſt ofhis bounty: andchariti 


ypon the houſhold of Faith. 

fut in chis point, 25 Leid befote; I apologirs bor none 
but thoſe, whom their owne' conſciences, and the mereifull 
Tribunal of God det acquire.” Let Chriſtiuns locke vnto 
ir; che World is very warchfull, and greedy with grent curi- 
oſitie and cunni „to apptehend the leaſt ſhado of any 
occaſions, ſor the blaſpheming of the wayes of God, andthe 
diſgracing of his children. And therefore euer and anon y 
ſhall beate the ſpiri 2 crying dir, and com- 
plaining:' Nou ſee theſe fellowes, which make ſüch how of 
ter vraddeſſe and puririe; what they are: none ſo cobetous: 


none ſo vncharitable; none ſo ynmercifull; and cruell inthele 
dealings efoturd-hearted:totht pefe, 86 
Now although ſuch bitter ſpeeches astheſe, are often tlie 
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round in the world, but onely from the gall of graceieſſt 
* yet let all choſe vhich tiuely feare God;akebeedbow 
they giue iuſt occaſion thereunto. Aſſuredly it were farte 
better for him, hoſoeuer he be, ihat a milſtone were hanged 
about his neck, and he were drowned in the of the Sea; 
then that by the continunnce of his cruell and vnconſciona- 


ble dealings in the world he ſhould miniſter iuſtoccefion to 


any rayling Rebſdakeh; to reuile the ſeruants of the Lia 

God, or os flamier that holy Profeſſion. Me thinkes, — 
preſeruatiue ſhould be powerfull enough, to keepe the heart 
of euery Chriſtian from doting vpon the world, or ſuffering 
it to bee poſſeſſed thereof. It is this: Euery Chriſtian by a 
frultfull faith, may bee aſſured of a Crowne of life, either 


aſſurance of adherenee, or euidence; or both. Now if but 
once 8 day hee ſhould take a ſerious ſuruay of the glory, 


euetlaſtingneſſe, and vnumerable excellencies of that Immor- 
tall Crowne; me thinkes it were able ſo to dull che edge, add 


diſſolue the droſſineſſe of all carthly deſires j that they ſhould 
neuer more be able to heate, or harden his heart wich immo- 
derate ox deliglitfull repoſe vpon the vexing vanities olgany 
worldly thing I ſay. it againe; Me chinkes, ifa mandoeł 

once a day caſt the eye of his Faith vpom that Crown of life; 
vhich our deare Redeemer holds for vs in hiẽ hand, ready to 
of teares q dhe gocodly glory thereof ſhould 
theſe mifts of fading vanities, and hurtfull ſumet vf hn 


riches; and earthly pleaſures which 1 | 


the World; heated by the fire of mens inordiaate luſts, doth. 
eusporate and interpoſe betwixt the fight of cheit ſoules, and 
the luſſe of Heaaen. 1219 ν j,] O & danuẽ 
* Wotldimeſfe, carthly-mindedneſſe ) comet. reve: 
infinitely vnbecome an heire of Heauen;:-Be fired chen ane 
frighted from all inelinatibus und bent chat way, by ſuch 


. 
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Vere it all wined into Gold,andbeſcs with * a 
8 


'D nd icadineſe: So that a man had Wl as well. con 
ucrſewitha Canibbil for any ingenuous and 
dealing, as with a truely couctous caitife. 

2. Shall the immortall comptehenſiueneſſe of the divine | 
and excellent Soule, which is Able to peruſe and peſſe ouer 
Heauen and Earth in a moment; is capable oſ the m ec. of 
Chriſt, and the eternall viſion af! God be vaworthi 


nedtd a piece of ground, an heapeof white — clay? 
A vile impriſonment ; and inexpiable wrong to ſo noÞle 1 


Nature! 
3 Itis a denowing — an inſatiable Wolfe;wbich 
the more it hath, euer the more it is. It ia as * which 


encreaſeth by that aouriſhmeut which i is giuen vnto it. The 
barren wombe, the Horfelceches daughter, the graue is no- 
thing to this ge and it holds the heart conrinually vpon 
the racke of ſelſe · vexation and catking: For three rauenous 
Vultures ſeize vpon it ſucceſſively, and gnaw in their turnes 


with incredible torment j care, _ griefe;zin getting, kee. 


7 Al Gods bleſſedones in all 8 4, the 
miles of life in the armes of 2 — 
chemſclues to bee pilgrims and ſtrangers here ypon eartb, 
looking for a Citie in another Country eee 
ons whoſe builder and makeris God. And gone 
Religion, thor theyſhould- grow into ſuch teſolutions; for 
all things here below are full of tranſitorineſſe, mortalit wm 
change; Vanity of vaniticr,alis vuuiꝑ: but above, is cc 
and eternitie of all excellencies, perſections and — | 
Gdes, that thou ſhalt haue there a Body brighter then the 
Sunne, a Soule repleniſhed with vnutterable delights, the 
lotious c of Ohriſt Ieſus, Angels, Saints, Chriſtian 
Friends; the viſibn and Fvition e. of God. bleſſed for euer, 
wherein conſiſts the Crowne and Life of all celeftiall ioyes; 
I ſay,to ſay nothing of theſe, but euen the ſpace of one lot 
ypon the pauement of the — — is incompara- 
d more worth, then the great Body of the whole Earth, 


8 
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able Pearles, as it is now with piles of Graſſgmſe. 
F. Nature, ſaith a meere Moraliſt, ſeemeth in the firſt birth 
of Gold, and wombe from whence it proceedeth, after a ſore 
to haue preſaged the miſery of thoſe that are in loue with it. 
For it hath ſo ordered the matter, that in thoſe Countries 
where it groweth, there grawes with it neither Graſſe, nor 
Plant, nor any thing, that is worth any thing: as giuing vs 
to vnderſtand thereby, that in thoſe minds where the defire 
of chis metall growes, there cannot remaine ſo much as a 
ſparke of true honour and vertue. | | 
6. God is not ly a Father, bur alſo All-ſufficient:Why Math. .8,s. 
ſhouldeſt thou then feate want, that feareſt him? He pro- . . 
uides euery day for millions of Fowles; Will Hee then bee 
wanting to a Man, to a Chriſtian, to His owne Child? Chriſt 
himſelte preſſing reaſons to this purpoſe, tells vs, that our 
heayenly Father cloathes the Lilly aboue Samom Royalty, 
and feedes the Fowles of the aire,” which neither ſow, nor 
reape, nor gather into barnes. What a curſed yaile then of 
baſe diſtruſt darkens thine hard heart, that thou ſhouldeſt 
either carke, or deale ynconſcionably? + 
7. One two houres ſire will diſperſe, and conſume the 
hoard of an hundred yeeres heaping together. And where 
art thou then ? Thine heart then is ſeized at once, with 
vnutterable anguiſn, and the very horror of Hell;for the loſſe 
of thine Heauen ypon Earth; and with cryes of blood, and 
furies of conſcience, for thy couetous, cruell, vſurious, iniu- 
rious courſes for many yeeres. Thus many a worldling ſpins 
a faire thread to ſtrangle himſelfe bothtemporally and eter- 


Matth.6.3 3 Ke. 


nally. 
= 8. The Sunne is w_ 1 — and contented creature; 
and yet it harbours no golden Mine in its faire and refulgent 


Body: The bleſſed Angels are full of all felicities; and yet 
they haue no ſiluer; they want no happineſſe, and yet the 
want gold. Heauen, the chiefe and Royall Seate of Bleſle: 
nefle, is empty of theſe treaſures, there grow no Minerals; 
the Veine of ſiluer and gold is not to be found there. The 


Sonde of God himſelfe,infivicely the moſt happy Creature, 
V ſpeake 
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ſpeake in reſpect of his Humanitie, that euer iſſued out of che 
hands of God, were there any ſuch great matter, ot exceſten. 
cy in riches, had neuer ſaid of himſelfe: The Fours haus holes 
and the Birds of the Aire haus nefts: but the Sonne of Man 
bath not where to lay his head. Could a Bearing-mantle of 
cloth of gold, an empearled Cradle, delicious fate euer day, 
thouſands a yeere, make a man ttuly happy; the right and 
Royall Heire of all things, would neuer hane choſen a Stable 
for his Birth chamber, A Manger for his Cradle, Batſey. 
bread for the entertainement of his Followers, a leſſe fixed 
habitation for himſelfe, then the pooreſſ H ird, cc. 
9. The Sunne and Moone are farre more gliſtering ard 
glorious, then the burniſhe er of Ophyr : and the pooreſt 
man hath as large a proſpect and part in them, as the vaſteſt 
Incloſer, or moſt griping Vſurer : but much more benefit 
by them, then the rich worldlings by their golden heapes. 
For he is comfortably warmed, and refreſned with the influ- 
ence of their heate and light: but they, if the Deuill did hot 
hood winke them, might ſee euery time they loeke thereon, 
that ruſt cleauing to cher org eous Mammon, which 
hereafter ſball eate their fleſb as it were fire, '*' «© 
10. One Starre 3 exceed in beauty and 
worth a golden earth: and if thou be truly Gods, and haue 
thy foote already vpon the Moone, as thou oughteſt, thou 
ſhalt hereafter tread euerlaſtingly vpon thouſands of them. 
Diſdaine then in the meane time, to let thy heauenly ſpiric 
dote vpon thoſe baſer hoards of ſhining earth, which are 
making the mſelues wings to flie away, as an Eagle toward 
Heauen: for riches are like tranſitorie ſtreames, which poſt- 
ing by the ſide of a Citie, no man can ſtay. Were it not a 
ſenceleſſe and braineleſſe endeauour and expeRation, for a 
Towne to hope and aſſay to keepe with them the haſty cur- 
rent of a mighty Riuer, which none of an hundred Townes 
before could hold? And doeſt thou expect any conſtancy of 
— remind abode with thee of that thicke clay, which hath paſſed tho- 
que per tot ma. row ſo many hands before? Neither is it ſo any! thine , as 


nus hominum 


nranſierun, the Worlds, A Dog followes two men; it is not 2 to 
2 whom 
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whom: he belon gs, vntill ans. bee parted, Vponthe arreſt 
of death, thy n leaues thee euerlaſtingly, and cleaues 
vnto the World; and therefore it was worldly wealth, 

xt. Moderation and conſcionablenes in gettin „ may, by 
the mercy of God, draw from His bountifulihan * —— 
ſpeciall extraordinarie gracious prouidence and bleſſing vp- 


2 oſterity: whereas contrary carriage may bring GP 
The Bro phet, who was husband to her who came 


in 7 to Eliſta fir comfort, 2. King. 4.1. did feare God,faick 
Text. Whereby he was happily reſtrained from all viicked 


wayes of gaining „ and growing into wealth. Durſt he haue Colligennies: 
enlarged his conſcience proportionably to the corruptions ba pers, | 


of thoſe 2 and ſhifted his Sailes according tothe itting conſtantem in ve. 
ofcuery wind . vnder mens elbowes, and ſand :cligio. 
f/m 


preachers o rare woont; I ſee no reaſon, bur cereroluiterad 
he might haue been —— to lezabel; table, as well as the 


eultum lezabelis, 


foure hundred flattering falſe temporiꝝ ing prophetsʒ and by — eo 
ſeruing the time alſo, haue tiſen, and enricht chhimſelf and —— 5 


his. But this honeſt man would rather die in debt, leaue 
his wife and children in extreme pouerty , and expoſe his 
two ſonnes as bondmen to the Creditour ; then to put his 
hand to any manner of iniquitie in getting, or to raiſe an 
outward rotten eſtate, vpon the ruines and bloody deſolati- 
ons of mens precious ſoules. And what — ? Rather 
then the wife and children of ſuch a man ſhall want, God 
will haue the Prophet doe a Miracle for their ply and 

comfort, as-appeares'in the Story. Bur naw on the other- 
fide, Grbaws in the very following Chapter, 2. Kin 2 will 
needs by Bribing make hlemſeffe and his children 
And what is tlie iſſue? He puls thereby an horrible curſe 
both vpon himſelſe and his poſteritie : The! therefore 
of Nannies Balder ese, and ono thy ſeed for ener; 
Verſ.577 Thou haddeſt Potter>tHeny teane'a Wallet to 2 | 
child; to go from dootetodoore ;then a curſed hoard of i 
gotten goods. 

Us +7 Burdbouedll ; c kurbechlbe heart God en 
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LE. to the end. Phil. 4.6. 1. Tim. 6.9, 10. Iam. 51, 2, 3. Prou, 
23+5- 1. Pet. 5. 7. see nenen 5 Nr 5 | 
VI. Laftly, concerning a right and comfortable mana. 
ging of our ſpirituall eſtate,a point of deepeſt conſideration, 
and higheſt conſequence; take notice of two extremes, two 


* 


g dangerous Rockes, vpon which the ſoule may run, and ſplit 
* 1. The one is a proud ouerprizing of our ownegraces, 


with a conceited ouerweening felfe-admir ation. 
Ita duo ocei · 2, The a other, a deiected, diſtruſtfull vnderualuing of 


— ratio; a Gods mercies, the promiſes of life, and thoſe graces which 


| (penn Er we poſſeſſe in truth and holy deſire ; though not in that do- 
3 — 5 gets wee deſire⸗- iet id eber pune oder 
% I. Before Lcan ſeaſonably and preparedly fall vpon the 


fuſt, to inſtruct punctually, and arme the Chriſtian againſt it, 
with whom J principally deale in this whole diſcourſe: giue 
mee leane to difcouer amyſterie af ſpirituall Sclte-deceiry by 
which Satan fies preſumptuouſly in the darkned minds, and 
deluded imaginations o thoſe, whom with his cunning and 
malice he hood winkes, and hardens to their endleſſe confu - 
ſion. f nen Nd enn 
{Many thouſands euen vnder the meanes, and in this glo- 
tious mid-day of the Goſpell, are groundleſly conceited, that 
they are right, when as in truth and triall, they are rotten at 
the heart roote; that they are ſure of Heauen, when they are 
as yet moſt certainely of the family of Hell; Neither is this 
any ſtrange thing: ſodeluded were the ſeoliſi Virgins, Mat, 
5.11, 1 25 and ſa ere all ſach.ourGde Chriſtiaus: Zhg@ Luk. 
13. 26, 27. and ſo are all, who ſtand onely on che werke 
wrought, & bare taske of religious duties, without the power 
of in ward holineſſe: Ibo yong man in the Goſpell, Mat. 19. 
20. wich that generation, Provo. xa And ſo ate all ſuch ci. 
uill Iuſtitiares: the proud Phariſa, Luk. 18,1 1,143; WhO Was 
ſo conſident, that he gaue God thankes for his bleſſed cond i. 
tion; when he was but yet a curſed vniuſtified wreteh; and 
ſo are all of his formall ſtraine: Thoſe ; Ioh. &. 39 who held 
themfclues to bee e Abrabemi children; whereas Chriſt tels 


YA them, 


\ 


— . 
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chem, the Deuill was their father, Verſ. 44. And ſo are all 


thoſe, who build onely vpon the outward priuiledges of 
Chriſtianitie, without perſonall a puritie: Pau in the ſtate of 
Phariſaiſme; and ſo are all thoſe, who wandring out of the 


path which is called holy, ſwell with a proud opinionatiue- 


aloft on waxen wings of ſelfe· conceitedneſſe, and ſupetfici- 
alneſſe, to ſtrange and vncouth heights of excellent fancies, 
without hauing euer laid ſound foundation in true humilia- 
tion for ſin, and in ſelfe-deniall:the Charch of Laodicea, Reuel. 
2. 17. and all ſuch luke warme Profeffors, Hence wee haue a 
taſte, what a world of people are wofully blindfolded by the 
Prince of this World; and through the inſinuating impo- 
ſture, and vnexamined deluſion of ſpirituallſelfe-deceit, are 
put into a fooles paradiſe, of being already ſafe and ſecure 
for Heauen; whereas as yet they are meere ſtrangers to the 
CMyſterie of ( briſt, and the New creation; and ſhall be cer- 
tainely damned, if they ſo continue: for that which is high} 
eſteemed amongſt men, is abomination in the fight of God, lair 
Chriſt co the ſelfe-ĩuſtifying Phariſes, Luk. 16.15. 

And yet ſome ſorts of ynregenerate men are here to bee 


excepted from this generall deluge of ſelfe-deluſionʒ who lye 


not ſo groſſely inwCrapped in the iuggling miſts of the deuils 
Angelicall glory. Not that they are better then thoſe delu- 
ded Ones, or haue any good aſſurance vpon ſound vndecei- 
uing grounds of their ſpirituall well being, (for ſuch an hum- 
ble true perſwaſion, is confined only to ttue Conuerts) but it 
happens by accident, that by reaſon either of the extreme 
villany of their liues, or 1 of their Anti- 
chriſtian doctrine, they ſee cleare reaſons ſtand like an armed 
man in their conuinced conſciences; that if they continue in 
their forlorne courſes, they cannot poſſibly be ſauedzor faine 
reaſons, & coine diſtinctions, vpon purpoſe to exclude all frõ 
amy infallible certainty of ſaluation. They are ſuch as theſe: 

1. Gtoſſe hypocrites, who deceive others, but not their 


ne hearts, as Iadas. 
R 2. Thoſe 
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eb Gods 
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neſſe and furious zeale, aboue the bankes of Gods bleſſed: in the Pr imme-. 
Booke,and bounds of all holy diſcretion, & will needs ſoare 77; 
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2. Thoſe notorious Ones; who in their cold blood wu a 
ſticke to confeſſe, that they are yet quite wrong, and viterly 
vide from the way that is called Holy; and will ſometimes 
ſet a time when they purpoſe to caſt off for euer, and caſheire 

their ſenſuall courſes, and ſwaggering company, and begin 
at length to looke towards Heauen, and learne the Art of ſa- 
uing their ſoules; and in the meane time they make « conenant 
with death and are at an agreement with Hell, Iſai. 28.13. 

3. Other ſonnes of Beliaiwhoſe hearts by their obflinate 
wallo wing in the worke of darkeneſſe, hardening their fore- 
heads by their impudent vallanies againſt the face of Hea- 

uen; and with their owne ſoule-murthering hands, and hor- 
rible crueltie preſſing an hot iron vpon their conſciences, are 
$6cRom.1,33, growneat length into ſuch a prodigious Rocke; that though 
they know themſelues to be poſting towards the pit of Hell, 

yet they are ſenſeleſſe, and fearelefle of chat fiery dungeon. 
.. Thoſe, who being convinced of the truth, and goods 

neſte of the Goſpell, and approouing iu their iudgement a 

conſcience, the power and practiſe of it, as the onely way to 
euerlaſiing bliſſe; but then reflecting their carnal! eyes vp 
on the furious entiſings of their darling ſinnes, and by the 
touchſtone of ſenſe comparing the pleaſures of theſe, which 
they preſently graſpe, with the ſpirituall ſtrictneſſe, and pro- 
2 miſed ioyes of the other; ſtand inſinitely vnreſolued, and deſ- 
perately obſtinate, by no meanes, vpon no termes to leaue the 
preſent ſenſuall ioyes of their earthly paradiſe: hut rather 
chooſe even in their cold blood, to turne their backes vpon 
God bleffed for euer, his holy truth, ſeruice, ſeruants, aud all 
the glory in the World to come. And then by good conſe+ 
quence, hauing thus ſubſeribed and ſealed by an irreuocable 
reſolution, and ſworne vaſſalage to bee Satans for euer, and 

Neque dubito,. for euer to ſtand or his fide, receiue into their hearts an in- 

— — 4s ward certificate, that they are vtterly forſaken of God, and 

in Chriſtam reſti- ſhall be certainely damned. Whereupon they turne euen 

eren wer 2 Nþ | | 
aceipiunt in ani. 


mis ſuis ſux ceeleſtis filiationis &-2cerne vita: ſie eos qui oceupati tori A Sarana » Chiſlum copnitum 
abnegant, produnt, teijciunt ex animo, teſtimonium iutus accipere à ſpiritu Diaboli, de ſo adum efle in 
atecnum, & c. Zanch. de pecc. in Sp. Sancẽ᷑. MRR 


young; 


comfortable walking with Goa. ; 2 97. 


young deuils;(they ſhall haue their perfection in hell) boyle 
inwardly with much malicious blaſphemous rage againſt 
God,whom they haue renouncedperſecute with implacable 
ſpite , the bleſſed Goſpel and glorious wayes of (Brit, 
which they haue ſo deſperately reiected; and gnaſh the 
teeth, like ſo many already helliſh Fiends, againſt all thoſe 
happy Ones, whom they ſee walke with conſtancie and 
comfort in that holy way, to innumerable joyes;which they 
with certaine knowledge of their heart, and againſt the 
eleere light of their conſcience, haue wretchedly abandoned 
for euer: And ſo finne againſt the boly Ghoſt. 

5. The Papiſts alſo, as vpon the vnbleſſed grounds of 
their Antichriſtian doctrine, cannot poſſibly build any true 
perſwaſion of being in Gods fauour; ſo they are bound 
out by che tenour of their hereticall Tenent, from thinking 
it-lawfull to entertaine any vnwauering certainety that 
Way). 1 1 | 

. Nay further, ſome out of a Phariſaicall pretence of hu- 
mility and modeſty ; butinerurh, from the ſecret ſuggeſtion 
of a guilty conſcience, which miniſters vnto them more then 
matter enough of true and iuſt doubting, are notable wrang- 
lers for Papiſticall doubting. e il apillics 

Thus you ſee, ſome there are alſo, who doe not aſſure 
themſelues of ſuture happineſſe, either vpon true or falſe 
grounds. Vet I am perſwaded, the greateſt part of thoſe who 
live within the ſound of the Goſpell, are ordinarily conſi- 
dent without cauſe, and ſecure of their ſaluationʒ when as in 
truth & triall They haue no ſurer intereſt or better claime to 
the kingdome of heauen, then the fooliſh Virgins, and the 
reſt of that deluded ranke, which I mentioned a little be- 
fore. Let a Miniſter of ſome great Congregation, wherein 
there are very few Profeſſors, which is no hard thing to find, 

oell be- 


and where there is no profefſion, eſpecially the G 

ing peaceably preached, there can ordinarily beno power of 

Chrſtianity;ſhewes there may be, indeed without ſubſtance; 

but not the power of godlineſſe, without yifible appearance 

as appeares in the Preparatiues rl = Re: | 
| 4 
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aske the reſt of his people one after another, bee they hun. 
dreths or. thouſands, what conceits they hold of themſelues 
for the world to come? what they thinke will become of 
them after this life ? what their preſent iudgement is of their 
ſpirituall eſtater And Ithinke he ſhall ſcarce met with any, 
who will not in ſome kinde or other diſcouer ſome ground. 
leſſe conſidence of his wellbeing that way. Their anſwer 
run like the Pha- ordinatily would be to this purpoſe: Ne thanke God, we haze 
riſe-Luke 18.11. , good faith ro Godwards e We haue beleened in Chrift , ener 
fince we may remember: We hope God will be mercifull; though 
we be not Scripture-men, nor ſo forward as others , or ſuch fol- 
lowers of Sermons., &c. yet we looks to be ſaued afwell as the 
beft of them all, &c. Vpon the matter, and in ſumme: Fee 
doubt not hut wee ſhall goe to heauen. Aud if their Minifter 
ſhould reply: But I pray you tell mee, you that are ſo confi- 
dent, Doe you beleeue, and repent, and make conſcience of 
all our wayes,&c? Yea, would they ſay, with all our hearts, 
elſe it were pittie we ſhould Hue. When as, God knowes, it 
fs neither ſo nor ſo : their poore frozen flinty hearts, neuer 
yet melted before the Minifſtery of the Word; were neuer 
truely touched with remorſe for their innumerable ſinnes; 
neuer warmed with any ſauing worke of the holy Ghoſt; 
but euer thus farre, meere ſtrangers to the myſterie of Chriſt. 
( Thoſe that are true of heart, are not woont to conteſt for 
the integrity, but euer to complaine of the naughtineſſe and 
vntowardneſſe of their hearts.) And therefore if they be 
Hzc <co.ne-qus come not new men inthe meane tirne, ehe vaile of their ſelfe- 
kicudirem ad. deluſion and vaine confidence, will moſt certainely at laſt be 
reur,&c.  frighted and fired from their blinded mindes, with that ter- 
fre, rible and dreadfull doome ; Depart from me, I know you not. 
quiſaluiGanctio- Chr3/ofteme in one of his homilies, to his people of Antioch, 
eft,quod didurus eng qu pot to truſt in multitude, ſpeakes thus vnto 
wen Fon pot. them: How man doc you think, are there in our citie,which be 


ſant in toʒ mili- #85 the fate of ſaluation? It will vexe which 1 ans about to ſprake; 


I — Jet I will ſpeałe it: There cannot amongſt ſo many thonſamdt, an 


quin & de his du - bundredbee found, whichave 17 that Hate . Nay, and 7 doubt 
bito. AA populam 5 


nib Himas, whether alltheſe... Now had this good Father at the 2 


| comfortable walking with God. 


—_—— 


time demanded of thoſe many thouſands beſides, what they 
conceiued of themſelues for ſaluation: doe you not thinke 
he would haue found them all well conceited ofthemſelues? 
Would not they with much bicternefle and heate, haue exa- 
gitated his cenſure,as too peremptory and vnmerciſull, and 
cene ready to retort: Howſocuer you dote vpon the Diſ- 
ciples you draw after you, and onely 19 and applaud 
the Joanites: (for ſo they were called, becauſe his name was 
Toh) yet we hope to doe as well as they, and come to hea- 
uen aſſoone as the preciſeſtof choſe you haue in ſo high e- 
Keeme. | {364 2 
Heere then let me a little illighten and open in a word, as 
I promiſed, the Myſtery of this ſpirituall Selſe-deceit. 
For which purpoſe know, that Satan firſt diſcouers in our 
corrupt nature and crooked diſpoſitions, a very pregnant 
ground, vchereupon to pradtiſe this notable impoſture, I 
meane, the originall poyſon of naturall preſumption, where - 
by we are all apt to bee feareleſſe and ſenceleſſe of our pre- 
ſent ſpirituall miſery; and hand ouer - head to catch at any 
> yaine ſhadow of counterfeit confidence for our future wel- 
fare: Secondly, hee obſetues in the partie he intends to de- 
lude, the moſt plauſible matter, and ſelfe-pleafing apprehen- 
ſions, which may make the fitteſt dium to — a 
_ falſe concluſion for his ſpirituall ſafety: Laftly, by ſome 
fllaſhes of his perſonated Angelicall light, he ſets vpon it the 
glimmeriug flouriſh of a preſumptuous impreſſion, and ſo 
ſeales vp the deceiued ſoule, with the ſpitit of ſlumber and 
groundleſſe ſecurit . 

Now the inſufficient matter, — , falſe medi- 
unt, as we call them in the Schooles, which Satan by his So- 
phiſtry doth-cunningly and cruelly abuſe, to caſt many 

ouſands into a pleaſing golden dreame of imaginary ſpi- 
xituall ſaſetie, and Selte-decrit; and into a fooles Paradiſe 
ofs ſpule- coozening concluſion, are ſuch as theſe: | 
1. Meaſuring a mans ſelfe by himſelfe : himſelfe per- 
haps formerly, grolly ignorant, and nototiouſſy lewd: by 
hienſtlſe now growneculll, & ſome wut illuminated wirh 


diuine 
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abaſtaraʒ that he 


diuine knowledge: but yet neither holy, nor euer truely 

humbled. ee LE gt 
2. Comparing himſelfe with others, who are Satans out- 

ragious reuellers, in teſpect of his morall moderation, and 


ſomething more ciuill carriage. 


3. Arguing Gods ſpeciall loue and ſauing fauour, from 
his outward proſperous ſtate, and bleſſings in temporal 


things. So the farting Oxe might thinke with himſelfe, I 


ſhall ſurely liue; becauſe I feed in this greene rich Pa- 

ſture. | 

4. ee J croſſes, that hee is a ſenns, and not 
ath his puniſhment heere, as they ſay, &c. 

whereas they are but the iuſt effects of Gods ſecret curſe, 

blowing vpon his counſels, dealings, and vndertakingszfor 


his couetouſneſſe, vnconſcionableneſſe, hatred to bee refor- 


med; and except hee truly turne in the meane time, will 
prooue the very foretaſtes, and pieces, as it were, of helliſh 
torments. 

5. Sometimes, nothing but ſelfeloue ſerues the deuils 
turne, to locke vp a carnall heart in this ſecurity and cauſe- 
leſſe confidence; eſpecially in ſome extremely ignorant peo- 
ple; who eaſily beleeue that which they deſire: and haue no 
other ground of their going to heauen, but becauſe they 
would haue it ſo. 55 

6. Common conceits and corrupt Notions, compounded 
of groſſe ignorance, and Popiſh folly; chat a mans good 


* and good doings, as they ignorantly ſpeake; 


nay, and as ſome haue faid, his day-labour will helpe him to 
heauen, and ſerue his turne for ſaluation. And if any of theſe 
ſottiſh cauillers be queſtioned, & challenged for the vnſound- 
neſſe of his ſpiritualltate;he will be ready, with abſurd rude- 
neſſe and irkeſomeclamour, to breake out into ſuch brags as 
theſe: What tell you mee of theſe high points, or trouble 
mee with this new learning ? I was neuer asked thus much 
before in all my life, and yet the time is co come that eier our 
Parſon threatned to keepe me from the Communion: I doe 


no man wrong: I pay euery man his one: I am neither 


thiefe, 
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thiefe, nor drunkard, nor whoremaſter : I liue peaccably a- 
mongſt my neighbours , &cc. I know as much as the Prea- 
cher can tell me, though he preach out his heart: That I 
muſt loue God aboue all, and my neighbour as my ſelfeʒ and 
chat I hope 1 doe, &c. whereas poore blinded ſoule! hee is 
. pride, ignorance, prophaneneſſe, and impe- 
nitencie, as the Skin wπ]] , and4s noothiy carried hood 
2 by the diuell to hell, without all noyſe, or any contra. 
on. | 
7. The worke of Gods reftrgining Spirit: Which ſome- 
times by its power and terrour, keepes in, and confines a 
mans inward corruption, that it breakes not out into ſuch o- 
pen outrages and outward villanies, as in ſome other wicked 
Ones: Andthatfor the good and quiet of his owne peo- 
ple,or ſome other ſecret ends ſeene, and ſeeming good to his 
eauenly Highneſſe. Now this reſtraint, by the deluſion of 
the deuill , and deceit of a mans owne heart, may bee appre- 
hended as a great conqueſt ouer corruption, and ſo a conuer- 
fion thence vainely concluded. 8 
8. Education in a religious family, thus: Some in ſuch a 
late, being onely outwardly warmed with the heate of ho- 
y exerciſes about them; and by euſtome, and for company, 
growne conformable to religious duties with ſome content= 
ment; depart thence with tage conceit. and vn- 
ſound perſwaſion, that they are alſo of the right ſtampe, be- 
cauſe they were ſo long amongſt ſpirituall tooles; and at the 
ſire, which might indeed haue truly melted their yet too 
frozen and flinty hearts. Put a Sow into a greene medow, 


and ſhee will keepe her ſelfe as faire as the Sheepe: but let 


her breake out, and ſhe will wallow againe in the mire as fil- 
thily as before: ſo it is with too manyſuch. . 
9. Much knowledge, and noble defence of that bleſſed 
Orthodoxe Truth which wee profeſſe, without a kindly ſa- 
uing impreſſion of goodneſſe and grace in the heart. Many 
great men, and great Schollers, more is the pitie, are em- 
poyſoned with this conceit; they are ſelfeconceited, that 
if they be zealous Patrones, and proteRours of true Religi- 


on, 
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on, _ are ſafe enou gh for ſaluation; thou gh, alas! they be 

meere ſtrangers, nay, too many times oppoſit 

and practiſe thereof. 1 = 8 
10. The benefit ofa better nature, and a conflitution not 


ſo precipitant and prone to ſome corruptions. For inſtauc⸗ 
A man hereby may ſee others lve remgtſi- -: ni a- 
bominable beaſtly ſinne of drunkenneſſe; when his heart ri- 


ſeth againſt fuch ſwiniſh filth: others tranſported with ſuri- 
ous and fiery paſſions, when as his milder temper knowes no 
ſuch rage: others hunting after high roomes, with the haz - 
zard * their ſoules, and certaine —— of a good con- 
ſcience; when as his ſolitary diſpoſition affects retiredneſſe 
and home. Thus when it is many times the infirmity, impo- 
tencie, ot deformity of nature, or at beſt, but the naturall mo- 
deration of a better complexion, that diſ- inclines and diſ- 
ables him from the acting of ſome groſſer euils; hee fondly 
conceiues, that it is the power and ſoueraignetie of grace, 
which makes the difference betwixt himſelfe and other ſons 
of Belial , who by natures impetuouſneſſe, are more prone 
and prouoked thereunto. | 
11. The heartleſſe effects of ſlauiſn feare, which ſome- 
times will curbe ſome kinde of men from committing ſome 
notorious ſinnes, and ſpurre them forward to the outward 
performance of ſome holy duties; yet they, not marking the 
motiues, manner, or end; nor taking to heart at all the groſſe 
exorbitancy of any of them, but onely eying the worke 
wrought ; may cauſleſly bee too well conceited of them- 
ſelues, and ſo coozen their owne ſoules. But let no true- 
hearted Nathansel heere miſtake: I know ſome of Gods 
deareſt Children, who make conſcience of all ſinne, and to 
pleaſe God in all things, yet in darkenefſe of their melan- 
choly , or heate of temptation , may feare all is naught with 
them; becauſe they feare they doe all for ſlauiſh feare. But 
their feares,iealoufies, hearty complaints, and holy deſires to 
the contrary , may miniſter comfort enough, ifthey will be 
counſelled, yntill they come out of remptation, - 
12. Euen the bleſſed Word of God, miſunderſtood, and 
| wretchedly 
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wretchedly abuſed to the deuils aduantage, and damnation 
of mens ſoules. For inſtance: Some ſucke poyſon out of 
that heauenly flower, Rom. 10.13. Whoſoexer ſball call upon 
the name of the Lord, ſhaltbe ſaned : collecting, and conclu- 
ding thence, that if they can ſay, Lord, Lord, though 
they bee meere ftrangers to the life of Grace; yet they 
(hall liue for euer. But ſuch ſhould know, that euery 
one who in that ſauing ſence calleth ypon the Name of the 
Lord, mu#b depart from iniquity, 2. Tim. a. ig. and muſt ſa- 
uingly beleeue, Rom. 10.14. Now ſuch a fruitfull faith euer 
purifies the heart, Acts 15. 9. and is inſeparably attended 
with a glorious traine of heauenly ee 1 os, eg 
temperante, patience", godliue ſſo, brothtrly kindneſſe charity, 
2 Pet. 1. 5, 6,7. Ihaue heard with mine owne cares; that 
place, Rom.12.1-ſottiſhlyperuerted; to the inaintenance of 
luke warmeneſſe, coldneſſe in Religion, and goodfellowſhip: 
When purity in heart, holineſſe of life, vniuet fallobedience, 
and other requiſices to ſaluation haue beene preſſed; it hath 
beene replyed in good earneſt: I pray you, why are you ſo 
hote ? what needs all this ? what needs ſo much adoe, when 
a reaſonable thing will ſerue the turne? Is it not ſaid, which 
is your rea/ouableiſernice ? Now L oſten vonder vyhat ſuch 
men as theſe meane, who are Proctors and pleaders for this 
Leodicean reſerued mediocritie and politike moderation in 
matters of heaven? what worſhip and ſeruice they would 
proportion out for the All-powertull God? Doth any man of 
braine conceiue, that the mighty dreadfull Lord, and Iudge 
of all the world, who offers vnto vs by the Miniſterie, in th 
meane time, his owne deare Sonne; with all the rich pureha- 
ſes of his hearts blood; and would giue vs the full fruition of 
himſelfe heereafter, with all the glory and endleſſe felicities 
aboue, will be bobd off ( if I may ſo ſpeake) with an heart 
lefle formall outwardnefle, with a cold rotten carkaſſe of re. 
ligion? It cannot be: Ne is a Spirit; and muſt be worſhipped 
in Spirit and truth. If men will needs harden themſelues in 
bitterneſſe and blaſphemies,againft the purity and power ot 
| godlineſſe;iſthey will till browbcateand beare done their 


brethren, 
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brethren, for their zeale and feruencie in the affaires of God; 
let chem teare thoſe ſacred leaues out of Gods bleſſed 
Booke, that ſparkle out vnto vs the holy fire of forwardneſſe 
and heate; and preſſe ypon vs punctually power, ſpirit, and 
quickning in heauenly buſineſſes, and the ſeruices of our 
moſt bountifull and euer - bleſſed God. See Luke 13. 24. 
Rom. 12. 1 I. Eph. 5. 15. Matth. 5. 29, 30. & n. 12. 1. Cor. 9. 
24. 1. Theſ. 5. 22. Phil 1. 1oß0 

13. A bare ſpeculatiue oppoſition, and yerball contradi- 
ction to the corruptions of the times and controuerted cere- 
monies. For I doubt there are ſome, who ſeeing ſome of 


Gods deareſt Children, both godly Miniſters, and other 


Chriſtians, onely out of tendervefleof conſcience, Rand vn- 
reſolued about theſe latter; are too well perſwaded of them- 
ſelues ſpiritually, for a meere boyſtrous maſterlike parta- 
king with them in chat particular; when as they haue no 
part at all in their holy graces and humble ſanctification. 
14. An ouerheady furious zeale in will- worſhip, ſuper- 
ſtitious formes, and ſelfe - conceited ſeruices: As in Paul, yet 
vnconuerted, and many ignorant Papiſts, not ſo exactly ac- 
quainted with Antichriſtian Schoole- points: in the puriuite 
of ſome religious diſtempers and ſpirituall exorbitancies, 
bred onely in ſome phantaſticall braine, giuen ouer, for hor- 
rible pride, to ſtrong delufion; yet tendered with many holy 
pretences, and repreſentations of higheſt perfection; nay, 
ſometimes ſeconded with ſtrange reuelations and raptures, 
the meere iugglings of the deuils Angelicall glory in melan- 
cholike, or otherwiſe deluded imaginations : and ſo Satan 
can put a Familsſt or eAuabaptift euen into a trance of ima- 
ginary ioy. | _ „ h tbooks ann 
15. Serious meditation ypon that quickning paſſage of 
Chriſts holy Sermon, of the fewnefle ofthoſe/whichſhall be 
ſaued * ſhould 8 and natut ally keene aur: deſites a 
and endeauouts to a ſingular conſtant contention after 
an holy ſtrictneſſe, forwardneſſe, and fryitfulneſſe in eue- 
ry good worke, and all the wies of God; that wee might 
bee ſure to hee in the munber of thaſt few i yer by accident 
2 1650 ie 
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good eſtate to Godward, and that thus: Some there 
may be of larger capacity, and more vnderſtanding, vrho out 


ol a contemplation of that great vnluerſall deluge of Tur- 
ciſme, Paganiſme, Iudaiſme, and Infidelicy,which at this day 


doth fearefully ouerflow the face of the Barth; ſcarce the 
fifth part whereof now profeſſeth Chriſt :and alſo out of a 


neergr conſideration ofthe ſtate of Chriſtendome, wherein 


Papery, that foule ſinke and Hydra of all hereſies; beſides 
too many eee ut bog eheſobri- 
etie and analogie of true Religion, and the path whichis truly 
called Holy, mightily prevl,od damnably empoyſon in- 
numerable ſoules : and which is yet more, feeing ſo many a- 
mongſt choſe who profeſſe Chriſt truly, Imeane, in reſpect 
of doctrine, notoriouſly lewd , and prophanely naugbt; ſo 
many Atheiſts, Drunkards, Scorners, Swearers, Wor Arg 
&c. And then after this proſpect and ſuruey abroad, reflect - 
| nga partiall eye ypon themſelues, and their owne wayes; 

and finding thernſelues in the boſome ofthe Chureh, and ci» 
uill men : hinke yeril out of their extreme blindneſſe and 

ſpitituall folly, that Heauen would be vnfurniſhed, and vn. 

flled,if they ſhould be excluded; and that it were a diſpa- 
ragement to the mercies of Gad, to ranłe and arraigne them 
amongſt Turks and Pagans at that laſt great Day. But if to 
their ciuill honeſty, they adde a formall profeſſionzwy hy, then 
they thinke, they haue a great deale of wrong, if ſaluation be 
denied them: then already in conceit they knock & bounce, 
as it were, at the Gates of heauen for entrance, with great 
boldneſſe and confidence like thefooliſh Virgins, Marth. 
25· 11. and boſe, Matth. 7.22. and with the Pharsſe,give God 
thanks for their good eſtate to Himward. Alas, poore ſoules! 
Let no man deceiue you with vaine words, neither delude 
your owne ſoules with idle fancies. To whomſoeuer the 


glorious Goſpell of Chriſt ſhines ſauingly, and breathes ſpi- 


; rituall life, they muſt deny wngodLineſſe and wor l fs; line Titus 8. 11,123. 
ia, Meere ci. 


ſeberh,righteonſly,and godlily in this preſent wor f 
u 


it may confirme ſome kind of men not ſo notorious, vnder 


0 


the meanes, yet vnconuerted, in a falſe perſwaſionof theit 
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Heb. 13. 24. uill honeſty neuer brought any vnto Heauen. And eue 
Reuel 16 luke warme Profeſſor ſhall certainely bee ſpued out of the 
mouth of Chriſt. 5 1 3 Op 
16, But amongft all the vnſound grounds, inſufficient 
matter, andfalſe medium, vpon which Satan, and the de. 
ceitfull heart ſabour to erect their rotten buildings of vaine 
hopes in the credulous conceits of thoſe, who are catried 
hood winkt towards Hell; all which in the time of triall and 
vnder the tempeſt of Gods viſiting wrath, will prooue but a 
Job 8.14, Fpiders web, They ſhall leane vpon their houſe , but jt ſhall not 
ftand; they ſhall hold it faſt, but it ſhall not endure. T fay, 2. 
mongſt them all, there is not any that doth ſet on the coun- 
terfeĩt ſeale of this falſe perſwaſion with more peremptori- 
neſſe and confidence, then a concurrence of thoſe excellen- - 
cies, perfections, endowments incident to Temporaries,and 
attaineable in the ſtate of vnregeneration; which Fhaue 
touched in my Diſcourſe of true happineſſe, and may bee col- 
lected from ſuch places as theſe, Matth. 27.3, 4. Mark. 6. 
20. Luk. 13. 26. and 18. 11,12. Matth. 12.53. & 25. 1, &c. 
Heb. 6. 4,5. 2. Pet. 2.20, 442. 
Now theſe and the like, are the vnſonadſeeming, and vn- 
ſufficient grounds whereupon the Deulll workes; and doth 
eaſily, by the aide of naturall preſumption, and his one An- 
gelicall flaſhes, inſinuste, and inferte his ſoule-coozenin 
concluſions, and cunningly infuſe the poyſon of ſpiritua 
ſelfe: deceit thus, or in the like manner: (I will giue inſtance 
onely in the laſt; he is woont alſo proportionably from the 
reſt, to conclude ſuch groundleſſe confidence, and falſe per- 
ſwaſions of a good eſtate towards God.) op 
Whoſoeuer doth with ſome penitent remorſe tremble vn- 
der the reuenging wrath of God for ſin; and out of that hor- 
ror confeſſeth and maketh reſtitution: (and yet ſo did Indat, 
Mat. 27.) Whoſoeuer reuerenceth a godly Miniſter, heares 
him gladly,and doth many things after his doQtine:(and yet 
ſo did Herod, Mark. 5. 20.) Whofoeuer doth hold conformi- 
tie in profeſſion with the beſt, &cc. (and yet ſo did thefoolilÞ 
Virgins, Mat. 25.) Whoſoeuer is an heater of the Word _ 
. that 
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that with quickneſſe, and receives it with loy: ( and yet ſo 
doth the 1 3. 20.) Whoſoeuer is able to 
diſclaime groſſe ſinnes, giues euery man his due, faſteth, prai- 
eth, and giueth almes: (and yet fo did the Phariſe, Luk. 18. 
11.12. Matth. 6. 1.) Whoſoeuer is illightned, taſtes of the 
heauenly * (and yet ſuch may afterward fall away ir- 
recouerably, Heb. 6. &c. is ſure enough to be ſaued at lait. 
But I, may the deluded Phariſe, and formall Proſeſſor 
ſay, finde and feele all, or moſt, or many of theſe in my ſelfe : 
or what any vnregenerate man hath heretofore attainedd it 
is not impoſſi 
the ſam 


e. 
— doth hee conclude falſely out of Satans Sophi- 


, I am ſafe enough for ſaluation. 

Andin all chis, Satan, left hee ſhould be wanting to his, 
labours by a lying reſemblance, to imitate the worke of the 
holy Ghoſt, in the hearts of the faithfull. For that which the 
Deuill, putting on the glory of an Angell of light, puts vpon 
his followers in this kinde falſely and groundleiſely; That 
the bleſſed Spirit performes to thoſe, who are true of heart 
truely, and ypon good ground, ptr: 

For it is not the vniuerſalitie, and excellencie of all natu- 
rall, ciuill, meerely morall, politicke, and learned endow- 
ments, and ſufficiencies: but aboue and beſides all theſe, a 
ſupernaturall, — and ſpeciall worke of the Spirit, 

ſanctifying the all for Gods glorious ſervice. It is not a bare 
taske of holy duties, religious exerciſes, preſence at the ordi- 
nances outwardly performed: but the ſoule, as it were, of ſa- 
uing grace, animating and informing them with ſpirituall 
life,reverent heartineſſe, and fruitful improouement. It is not 
the gliſtering blaze of a viſible forward profeſſion of Reli- 
gion: but the power of godlineſſe, and ſincere practiſe of 
workes of iuſtice, mercy and truth. It is not a generall parti- 
cipation of the Spirit, the Spirit onely of illumination, or lar- 

eſt ſpeculatiue cõprehenſions of ſacred knowledge: but an 
Pumble Fruirfull,experimencal skill, and dexcerity in the my- 


- ery of Chriſt, and of walking mo with 2 
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about aſſurance of his happy eſtate to God ward. A there. 
fore the true Chriſtian, when he would refreſh his ſpirits with 
the ſweet contemplation of his ſpirituall ſafety, and comfor.. 
table being in a gracious Rate, cauſeth his fincere conſcience 
to anſwer in truth to ſuch like interrogatories, as thoſe which 
T have propoſed for triall in ſuch a caſe; in my Diſcourſe of 
true happineſſe,pag.85. &c. Review the place, and ponder 
well ypon them, He ordinarily hath recourſe ynto, and runs 
ouer in his mind with an humble rauiſhing commemoration 


doth ſoundly comfort the hearr of a man ſpiritvall wiſe 


the heauenly footſteps, and mighty works of the holy Ghoſt 


in his conuerſion; ſpeciall watchfulneſſe ouer his wayes; fig- 


cere · heartedneſſe, holy ſtrictneſſe, and ſanRified ſingulari- 


ties in his conuerſation; which as they are peculiar to Gods 
people, ſo are the myſteries and ſtrange things to the beſt vn- 
regenerate man; and that thus, or in the like manner: 

Bleſſed be God, faith hee within himſclfe, that euer it was 
ſo, yet ſoit was: The holy Miniſtery of the Word ſanctified, 
— guided particularly for that purpoſe by the finger of 
God, happily ſeized yponmee, while Idid yet abide in the 
armes of 2 rkeneſſe, and the Deuils ſnares, a moſt polluted, 
carnall, abominablewretch; and effectually exerciſed its ſa- 
uing power vpon my ſoule, bock by the workings of the 
Law, and of the Soſpell. It was firſt as an hammer to my 
heart, and broke it in pieces. By a terrible cutting piercing 
power, it ſtrooke a ſhaking and trembling into the very cen- 
ter of my ſoule by this double effect, 

1. It firſt opened the booke of my conſcience, wherein 
read with a moſt heauy heart, ready to fall aſunder, euen like 
drops of water, for horror of the fight; the execrable abomi- 
nations of my youth ; the innumerable ſwarmes of lewd and 
lawleſſe thoughts, that all my life long had ſtained mine in- 
ward parts with ſtrange pollutions; the continuall wicked 
walking of my tongue; the curſed prophanation of Gods 


bleſſed Sabbaths, Sacraments, and all the meanes of ſaluati- 


on I euer meddled with. In a word, all the hels, finkes and 
Sodoms of luſts and finne, of vanities and villanies Thee 
| remorſe» 
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ked vpon all theſe engrauen by Gods angry hand vpon the 
face of my conſcience, in bloody and burning lines. 2. Where- 
upon in a ſecond place, it opened vpon mee the Armory of 
Gods flaming wrath, and fiery indignations; nay, and the 
very mouth of hell, ready to empty themſelues, and execute 
their vtmoſt vpon mine amazed, and guilty ſoule. 

In theſe reſtleſſe, and raging perplexities, wherewith my 
poore ſoule was extremely ſcorched, and parched with pe- 


— 


Chriſt bleſſed for euer, was lifted vp vnto me in the Goſpell, 
as an Antitype to the erecting of the brazen Serpent in the 
Wilderneſſe. ee dying and bleeding vpon the 
Crofle, I beheld an infinite treaſurie of mercy and loue; a 
boundlefle and bottomeleſſe ſea of tender-heartedneſſe, and 
pitie; a whole heauen of ſweetneſſe, peace and ſpirituall 
pleaſures. Whereupon there ſprung vp and was inkindled 
in mine heart, an extreme thirſt, ardent deſires, vehement 
longings after that ſoueraigne ſauing blood, which alone 
could eaſe my grieued ſoule, and turne my fouleſt ſinnes in- 
to the whiteſt ſnow. So that in the caſe 1 then was, had I 
had in full taſte, and ſole command, the pleaſures, profits, 
ioyes and glory of many worlds, willingly would I haue 
parted with them all: and had I had a thouſand liues, freely 
would I haue layd them all downez nay, with all mine heart 
would I haue beene content to haue lyen for a ſeaſon in 
the very flames of Hell, to haue had the preſent horrour of 
my confounded ſpirit comforted from heauen; and my ſpi- 
rituall thirſt allayed and a little cooled, but with one drop 
of Chriſts precious blood; the darkneſſe, deſolations of 

wofull heart refreſht, and reuiued, but with the leaſt glimpſe 
of Gods fauourable countenance, The edge, & eagerneſſe of 
which inflamed affections, made me caſt about with infinite 
care how to compaſſe ſo deare a comfort. Then came into 
my minde, (the holy Spirit being my mercifull Remembran. 


cer, ) thoſe many melting compaſſionate inuitations, more 
| X 2 war- 


. cw. A 


remorſeleſly wallowed in euer fines I was borne,l ſay, I loe- B's kings of the 


nitent paine; His wrath, who is « con/aming fire, wringing ring of che | 
my very heart-ftrings with vnſpeakeable anguiſh 3 fs Goſpel, K 


— — 


— 
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armin and welcome to my heauy heart, then many wy 


den worlds, more delicious then delight it ſelfe, Matth. 11. 
28. Reu· 2 f. 6. Ioh. 7. 37. Iſa. 55. 1. & 57. 15,16. Ezek. 18.30, 
31,32. & 33.11. So that at laſt, O bleſſed worke of faith! 
Raying my ſelfe, and reſting my ſinking ſoule ypon the Rocke 
of eternity, and the impregnable truth of theſe ſweeteſt pro- 
miſes, ſealed with the blood ofthe Lord Ieſus, and as ſure 
as God himſelfe, Ithrewmy ſelfe into the mercifull and me- 
ritorious armes of my crucified Lord; with this reſolution, 
and reply to all terrors and temptations to the contrary 
chat if Imuſt needs be caſt away, they ſhall teare, and rent 


me from the tender bowels of Gods deareſt compaſſions, 


. Cor.$.17% 


Milar en, Tran: 
mentatio. 


tion, as it were, of the Spirit of Chriſt vpon t 


deede, but not rooted in the heart. 4. Not temporary only, 


ypon which J haue caſt my ſelfe: If = will haue me to hell, 
they ſhall pull ind hale me from the bleeding wounds of my 
bleſſed Redeemer, to which my ſoule is fled. Whereupon I 
found, and felt( and I bleſſe God infinitely, and will through 
all eternity, that euer it was ſo, ) conueied, and deriued ypon 


me from my bleſſed Ieſus, the welſpring of immortality and 


life, a quickening influence of his mighty Spirit, and heauen. 


ly vigour of ſauing grace, wherby I became a new man, quite 
changed, new created. By this vitall — and incuba- 
e faceof my 
ſoule, all things became new: mine heart, affeQions, 
thoughts, words, actions, delights, defires, ſorrowes, foci- 
ety, &c. Old things paſſed away, behold, all things become new, 
And I am ſure my change is ſound, and ſauing; for it is not 
1. A meere morall change from notoriouſneſſe, to ciuility, 
and no further. 2. Nor a formall change only, whieh addes 
to morall honeſty, out ward profeſſion, and outſide confor- 
mity to the ordinances, holy exerciſes, moſt duties of Relig 
on;& no more. 3. Nor meerely mentall;I meane it busse 
I know, true repentance is called change of minde, in ano- 
ther ſence.) When the vnderſtanding onely is illightened 
with diuine knowledge, guilded ouer, as it were, with the 
dazeling ſplendor of generall graces, not without ſome ſpe- 
culatiue flathes of fleeting ioy, ſwimming in the brayne in- 


ſuck 
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ſuch as that, Matth. 1 2. 43. 2. Pet. a. 20, 22. when a man 
diſcontinues, and ſurceaſes from the out ward practiſe, per- 
haps of all groſſe ſinnes for a time: out of tetrour; ſuddaine 

right from ſome Sonne of thunder; or vpon triall, whether 
by his owne ſtrength, hee be able to endure, and digeſt a 
divorce from his darling pleaſure; and the holy wayes of 
thoſe who walk towards heauen, without too much diſcon- 
tenement ; (for without too ſore a cruſh to his carnall heart, C 
bee could be content to looke after a crowne of life ; and I | 
wite him not.) Or for ſome other by- end. But becauſe his 8125 
heart was not honeſt and good, neither did the Word take 
an humble roote in it, nor himſelfe reſolue vpona fincere, 
generall and conſtant ſelfe · deniall at firſt, hee falls againe 
ypon his former vomit, and againe wallowes in the myre 


ofhis ſenſuall pleaſures, with more rage and reſolution then 


| General directions for 4 


Ierem. 4. 14. 


. cares, , tongue hands, feet: for even as they were members of 
the body beforeimployed wholly fot Satan and ſenſualitie; 


ne- borne hath all the parts of a man, thoug 
fection of his growth: So a new - borne babe in Chriſt is 


um, ſaich the Prophet, vaſß thine heart from wickedneſſe that 


| poore end 


ſo now are they alſo become inſtruments of righteouſneſſe 
vnto God. God begets no monſters, as they ſay: a child 
h not the per- 


throughly, and vniuerſally changed; though not yet a per- 
— in Chriſt. 2. Sinceritie of change: as — : 
andinward parts, as in lite and — carriage. O —— | 


thou mayeſt be ſaued: how long ſhall thy vaine thoughts 
withis thee? No exteroall — rar Reli on cu gh 
neuer ſo glorious; no exaRtnefſe of the wor 

no Phariſaicall formes of deuotion; no outward 3 
be it neuer ſo blameleſſeʒ no coſt or contributions in che ſer⸗ 
uice of God, will ſerue the turne, without ſiucerity of heart. 


Though a man ſbowtd come befre Coker: - 


the Lord with . 
Ramm, or teme thouſands 8 ſoould be gine 
hit-fieft-borne for bis trauſgreſſion, the t of his body, for 
the fine of his ſoule : fhonld be beſtow allhis goods rofeede the 

ius bis body tobe bud: were he able to compre- 
hend within his braine the whole Booke of God, and with 
the largeneſſe of his vnderftanding deuoure allchar holy 
ſence: ſhould hee eate, and dtinke vp at the Lords Table, 
all the ſanctified Bread and Wine; were hee plange « ouer 
head and eates in the ord Baptiſme: mays 


vtrerly — — — — of che — 
puritie in the inward parts. 3. Spirituall growth, Varege- 
nerate men at the beſi, grow but in the generalitieg, flou- 
riſhes ,denont repreſencacions, and temporary forwardnefle 
offotmal Gene Which is like the growth of corne on 
che houſe top; or che ſeed f \ Pringing our of the Rony ground 
but the honeſt and good heart bringeth forth fruit with pa- 
tience. Spiritual — may bee, and ſtandings 
it a ſtay for a time. Barts good core in a good ſoyle be- 
ing 


A | 


ſprings vp fafter, andmorefreſhly : ſoitis with the ſound. 
hearted Chriſtian, after a dampe in grace; to which he may 
ſometimes be ſubiect. For being rowed and awaked out of 


ſuch a ſtare, by the quickening voice of a piercing miniſtery; 
the cutti Ain — — — ſpecieh 


hand of God, he layes hold vpon the Kingdome of Chriſt 

——— —— 
v elpe o to repaire his forn irituall 

with double d te m5 watchfulneſſe, — ; and hea- 

uenly-mindednefle. Progreſſe in Chriſtianitie is reſembled 


it many times prooues 2 growing ague 
— — fall but Jer his tiſin 
rer footing, and runnes faſter: To the aſcending of the Sunne 
towards midday, which may be ouercaſt with a cloud; but 
after hee hath recouered a cleare sky, ſhines more brighi 
and ſweetely. 4. Selfe-deniall. Of which, ſee fomerhi 
before, page 5 2. Hee that would ſoundly comfort his con- 
ſcience with the true teſtimony of a true ert, muſt at the 


firſt giuing his name vnto Chriſt, and vpon his proclaiming 


takes ſu 


Prou. . 18. 


his 
Warre, and entering the liſts againſt Satan, ſound with u fin- 
eere heart, the depth of that fundamental principle of Chri- 


ſtianitie, and Chriſts own holy rule: am man ſball come af. Nach 16.20 
ter me, ler him deny bimſafe, &. Aſſoone as hee reſignes vp 22g. \ 
himſelfe to this Royall ſeruice vnder the colours ofthe Lord 1131. 
Ieſus, he muſt preſently in our Sauiours ſence, makewuer 

all his intereſt in liberty, life, liuelihood, all earthly pleaſures 

and treaſures, without any teſeruation, or he will certaine- 
ly faint, and fall off in the day of batraile. The neceffitie of · 
rule and reſolution, is intimated: vnto vs in two Pa- 
rables, Luk. 14. 28, 31. A man that will build, uſt count 
the coſt beforehand, and make ſure of mennes todefray the 
charge. Other wiſe to beginne, and not able to make an end; 
were but to lay a d. worke of his difgrace and ſcorne, 


an the loſſe of his coſi and paines. A Prince which would 
wiſely make W — have -; — 
=” 
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ing refreſhed after a binding drought with a grovid-ſhowre as 


to the thriuing of a Childʒ which may fall into ficknefſcbur 1. Pet. 2.2, . 
| e To a man in # ppy.;.c;,:4 


9 


* Fa l 1 cams — — 
— ———————_ 
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8 
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fitinthe gate, and the byword of baſeſt men, wiler them rhe 


and dexterity to difcouer his enemies fireng ; otherwi "AY 


bid him battaile, were but to incenſe him more, and thruſt 
a title into his hands, to deſeate him of all hee hath. Hee 
that ſeriouſly ſets himſelfe to ſeeke God in truth, and to 
ſaue his ſoule indeed, muſt caſt vp his reckonings before- 
hand, what will be requited at his hands, and conſult with 
his. owne heart, whether we to forgoe all ſuchcontene- 
ments, hopes, pleaſures, preferments, worldly comforts 
which are incompatible with a good conſeience, and the 


path that is called holy: and to endure all thoſe troubles;and 
indignities from the angry world, which ordinarily are wont 


to crownethe heads of all Chtifis Soutdiers; elſe moſt cer- 
tainely he will fhrinke in the wetting. Hee muſt reſolue by 
the inuincible nobleneſſe of his Chriſtian courage, to di 
the hate and oppoſition of deareſt friends, neereſt kindred; 
theraylings, and reproaches of men moſt abiect and con- 
temptible, in reſpeR of thofe whom they reuile: he muſt bee 
content to become che dn erds ſong. table · tall s theſe that 


earth, & c. In a word, he muſt prine, and preferre his ſwee- 
teſt Sauiour, His truth, cauſe and ſeruice inſinitely before the 
whole worde. 223% * 
; Now beſides my bleſſed change thus qualified, and this 
glorious worke of the Holy Ghoſt vpon my ſoule; by the 
elpe of God, I haue ſtood at the ſtaues end with the darling 
pleaſure and minjon delight of my former damned time euer 
finca was new borne: I haue euer ſince made conſcience of 
all ſinne, and to performe all holy duties: I haue had reſpect 
to all Gods Commandements, and all his Ordinances: Fhaue 
loued dearely my bleſſed Lord, and all things that belong 
vnto him; His Titles, Attributes, creatures, workes of Iuſtice 


and Mercy; His Word, . Sacraments, Sabbaths, Miniſters, 


Seruices, Children, Preſence, Corrections, Comming: Ihaue 
ſince delighted in the Saints, che oncly excellent Ones vpon 
earth, vv hom I heartily hated before: I haue dayly, with as 
great earneſtneſſe and feruency, as my poore dull heart could 
poſſibly, complained, and cryed vnto my Godin, Prayer 


—_— — 


—— 
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againſt mine owne ſinnes, paſſionate diftempers, - rebellious | 


— 


rilings, the malice of Satan, the allurements of the world, cor · 


ruptions of the times, the eruelties of ſtrange iniections and 


horrible temptatiom, my many and often faylings, frailties, 
and imperfections. Vpon due and impartiall examination, I 
haue happily ridde mine hands of all that conſuming pelſe, 


which any way crept into mine eſtate, by wicked & wrongful 


meanes in the dayes of mine iniquitie.” (For ſcarce any man 
in the ſtate of nature, but deales falſly in one kind or other.) 
Ihaue deſired and endeauoured to adorne my profeſſion, as 
well wich workes of juſtice, mercy, and truth, as by the out- 
ward acts of pietie: Herein I haus exerciſed my, g. to haue 
alwayes a good comſcienco, void af offence , toward God aud 10. 
ward man, G. u TUES £0 
And in all theſe paſſages and particulars, both of my con- 
uerſion and conuerſation, had Lonely repoſed vpon the out- 
ward act, and reſted in the worke wrought, l had vtterly 
fainted, and beene quite vndone in the day of aduerfitie. But 


Ads 24.16. 


truth of heart was the touchſtone, and ſinceritie ia the finew 


of all my aſſurance and comfort this way. ſ 

I haue beene, I confeſle, yet full fore againſt my will, and 
ſing thorow the pangs of my new birth; and ping 
Chriſtian — — 4 —— and — Wa- 
ting mixture of many impertections, diſtractions, temptati- 
| — wants, weakeneſles, inſirmities, and faylings ; priuie 
pride, ſecret hypoeriſie, diſtruſts, and deadneſſe of mine owue 
naughty heart. I was much wanting, by reaſon of the na- 
— rebellion of mine hard heart, to thoſe workings of the 
Law and Goſpell mentioned before. I haue come farre ſhore 
of that pong for 9 . — Fe = by heauen- 
ly- mindedneſſe in performing; holy duties which was: re- 
— But then I haue from time to time grieued, and 
groaned vnder choſe too many frailties and defecta, as voder 
an heauy burthen, I haue many a time bicterly bo wailed 
them in lecret: they have made mee walke more humbly 
W 


———_—_—_———. 
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3.Cor.8.1 3. 


Renel.3-17. 


_ wehanenct. And therefore I am moſt ſure (neither, by the 
helpe of God, ſhall all the deuils in hell drive me from this 


my head ſtill againſt all contradiction of carnall reaſon, na- 


that they 


plained beartily againſt them at the Throne of Grace. Ibaue 


lincetely deſired, and endeauoured after all thoſe meanes 
which might reſtraine and mortifie them, and made conſci- 
ence to diſcouer and decline their vn welcome infinuations, 
and ſo I haue gone on ſtill in the holy Park, with ſincerity of 
heart, and in obedience vnto God; ſſill ypholding mine heart 
with conſideration of the ſweet and mercifull diſpofition of 
my deareſt heavenly Father, who euer, if the heart be yprighe 
and truely humble, tales che will for the deed; and arceptr ve 
according to that which we haue, auduot according to that which 


hold) chat they are all buried for euer inthe righteous and 


meritorious blood of my bleſſed Sauiour. And fo I hold vp 


turall diſtruſt, Satans cruell ſuggeſtions ;being well aſſured: 
That hearty humiliation, and grieuing vnder weakeneſſe in 
well. doing, is as true a fruit of ſanctification, and marke of 
true conuerfion; as ſpirituall abilitie to doe well. It is not fo 
much the muchneſſe and quantitie, as the truth of grace, not 
ſo much the exactneſſe of che out ward act in performing ho- 
2 fincerity of heart, which qualifies a broken hart, 
comfort in the sof life, and aſſurance of Gods 
loue. Though I know well, there was neuer any who tafted 
truely grace, but hee ſincerely thirfted and endeauoured af- 
ter more. Neuer did any man well in the worſhip and ſerui- 
ces of God , who did not bewaile his wants and foylivgs 
therein, and truely deſire and labour to doe betrer. It is the 
propertie of Phariſes and formall profeſſours, to conceiue 
are ſpiritually rich enough already, and haue need 
but the better the Chriſtian is, the more ſenſible 


of 
bee is, and 9 Ame # aining of his ſpirituall pouertie, 


Heere now then may wee ſee in this DifcourſFoftherrue 


| Convert, comforting himſelſe in the point of his ſpirituall 


eſtatez other kind of ſtuffe, ſincere matter, ſounder grounds, 
more ſpeciall workings of the holy Ghoſt ; then any * 
E W : 


rivecuidences, to ſtrengthen his heart in 


% — 
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the fore mentioned deluded Ones was euer practically and 
experimentally acquainted with. Neither is this all. The true 
Chriſt ian hath yet more noble, immediate, and demonſtra- 
| the aſſurance of 

poſſeſſion of = — _— with ſabmiſſion to better 
iudgements, pirit of the Prophets) I conceive that 
a ſanctiſied man may be aſſured of his — ſaſety, and 
ſound eſtate to God wards diuers wayes. IT 

1. By the euidenoe and ſingle act of internall Viſion. Wee :.Corunn. 
haue recciued, ſaith the Apoſtle, vat the ſpirit of the world, but 
the Spiriewhich is of God, that wee mi Ser the things that 
men of Rhemes, Chriſts Incarnation, Paſſion, preſence in 
Sacrament,and thes le icyes of beanen. But it is 
cleare in the Text, chat the Apoſtle ſpeakes of all the gifts 
generally that are giuen vs of God, whither ſerueth the a- 
gument of c iſon, that as a mans ſpirit teacheth him to 
— all his thoughts that are in him, at the leaſt, in ſome 
meaſure: ſo alſo the Spirit of God teacheth the Beleeuera to 
know all that God bath giuenthew, Hee doth not (ay, that 
we know Gods gifts; but that we now the gifts that God 
hath giuen vnto vs. See further to this point and purpoſe, 
1. Ioh. 3. 13. 2. Tim.1-12, By a ſecret and facredirradiation 
of the Spirit of faith, the ſanctiſied ſonle is aſcertained of irs 
perl; and particular dependance, and reliance ypon the 


2 promiſes of life, and Gods mereies through Chriſt, by which 


it knowes it hath eternall life, Joh. 3.3. 

As certainly as he that hath « corporal cye, eri 
fees : ſo certainely he that is illuminated with the Ile of faith, —— 2 
huowes that he belaames. The glotious ſplendour of ſuch an Ade . 


orient, and heauenly Iewell cannot but ſhe w it ſelſe, and 1. 
ſhine clearely to the beart wherein it dwels. Like a bri gen — 


dere: nam 
tus 


lampe ſet vp in the ſoule, it doth not onely manifeſt other 

things; but alſoĩt ſelfe appeareth by its owne light: when quem 
I ſeeand ypon a man promiſing me this or that, I know — 
I ſee; and rely ypon him: ſhall Iby faith behold my bleſſed 1 Det ow, 8. 
| Redeemer, '* 


2 


\ 


» Mentinofire On. * Our faith, ſaith hee, yam ge- to 08r 0wne mind,. 
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Redeemer, lifted vp as an Antitypet to the brazen Serpent, 
for the euerlaſting cure of my wounded conſcience, and reſt 
ypon him, and yet know no ſuch thingg. 


Hleare how cleare learned Auſten is for chis internall viſi- 


— b Faith it ſelſe it ſceue in the miude, although that which is be. 


2. cap. 


11 0 
b Fides pſa wen- 


re vtique 
Ib id. cap. 2. 


E 


til, clamà 


man ſees his Faith in himſelfo, && e. Even e Daraudus, taking 
fidem tenet him toe 

mfidemrent ypon him toexp 
———— place of Auſfin, 


leened by faith) js innifible:© A wanhbolds his faith by moſt cer. 
taine knowledge and plaine atteſt ation of conſcience. d Emery 


ound one of thoſe paſſages in the fore-cited 
els vs: That he which hath faith, is ſo certaine 


| ſcientia.De Trini- gap bee bath it, as hee it of any other thing: for beethat be. 


tate. Lib.13.cep.1s 
4 * 


gelle blew, 


det : in altero 


leenes, feeles that hee belremes, aud by conſequent that hee bath 
faith, and thereis nothing more certaine then experience, ec, 
Fegaer words alſo in the Councell of Trent, ſound this way: 


aurem credir eſe elt hee that ir bete, i ſure he is ſo, and ſcould want ſenſe,; 
cones Grentus cre. donbred': ſo he that hath grace in bum, doth perceine it, 
| dirquamdbrudius camper doubr, yer it is by the ſence of the minde,” not by divine | 
roperarifolee Fexeletion. ; | 


per dite8io-, Ob, But if theſe things be ſo,how comes it to paſſe,that 
"Gece, Gods deareſt children 3 ſometimes, that they haue 

| quddhabensGd, neither fight, nor ſence of t <2 24 
certus eſt ſe 7 * . 2 2 
habere fidem,g- Aufm. I ſpeake of that which is ord 
cus cartus efi de Funne in a cleere sky diſcouers and manifeſts it ſelſe with a 


queue ai 
ns enim N 
— — eclipſed with the Moone. This heauenly lampe of Faith 
babes 645: on ſhines, and ſhewes it ſelſe clearely enough to the ſancti- 
antem eft certius fied heart, in the calmeneſſe of a Chriſtian courſe; and ſe- 


experientia, ad 


frrefolado renitie of the ſoule ; eſpecially freſhly cleared, and pur- 
—.— ged with ſhowres, as it were, of penitent teares: though 

J. D. 23.97. 
— 


lib. a pag. 106. 


Format ſibi Ido- if 
la de Deo, inĩqui- 


Ro 
eſt amabilis. $ 


Serm.z8{aw. | 


Bern, 


EX 


cir faih?d 


not euer. The 
witneſſe; though ſometimes it bee ouereaſt with clouds, 


in the dampe of ſpirituall diſertĩon, darkeneſſe of ſome 
ſtronger temptation, eclipſe of earthly- mindedneſſe, it 
may lye hid and obſcured for a time. And yet for all this, 
hriſtians would bee counſelled, and beleeue the Pro- 
phets; if they would not vnderualue Gods infinite mer- 
cie, by looking vpon him chrongh a ſlauiſnly deiectedand 
melancholike humour, which is wont to repreſent him 
| as 


ifhe . | 
and 
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as terrible, fierce, and inexorable; whereas in his one na- 
ture and ſweeteſt diſpoſition, hee is indeed euer moſt com- 
paſſionate, tenderhearted, and melting ouer the bleeding 
miſeries of a truly broken heart: Fay, if they would not 
thus miſtake, but conceiue aright of that moſt adored my. 
ſtery and bottomleſſe depth of his free loue, Hoſ. 14.4. Ezek. 
1 6. 8. Jere3 I 3 0 Cant. 2.4. Ioh. 3.1 . X 1 7. 23. | they might, 
euen in times of deſertions, temptations, ſpirituall afflicti- 
ons of ſoule, ſweetely vphold their hearts with aſſurance of 
z Adherence, though for the preſent they want the aſſurance * Thwmeiws the 
of Euidence. For ſuch an aſſurance is intimated , Pſal. 22.x. — 


d nos certi- 
tiæ. Job 22 


e haue 1 
” thee, Oord, 


ing inthe ſinne obe receiving comfort, and of not accep- 
ting his owne proper legacie which Chriſt left him, Ioh. 
27. For in the meane time his heart doth cleaue vnto Chriſt, — wy 
2s to the ſureſt rocke, Hee cries, and longs after him, and banden of = 
would not part with him for all the world : Hee would infi- _— ing cue off 

nicely rather haue his body rent from his ſoule, then his che; and och be. 
ſoule from his Sauiour. Aike his affeRion and reſolution 2 of; bv held 
cis way; and for alt his feares and ſorrowes , he will tell you, falle C. 
that he will ſtill ceft and relye ypon his Lord, and euer - bleſ- — 
ed Redeemer, let him doe with him as hee pleaſe; hee will 4 | 
truſt in him, though he kill him, Now the internall vifion, Tran 

conſcioufneſſe, reflexed act, that Imay ſpeake in the phraſe i Scoeland Proc- 


ofche Schooles, ofthis fincere adherence vnto Chriſt, and eben 


thoſe exceeding precious promiſes of life, ſealed wich his Chain —— 
Blood, might, and ought to aſſure him of the euerlaſting ſafe. 8989676.3.0u4 
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tie and happineſſe of his ſoule; and fo by conſequent, to 
*/” comfort himinfinitely more, then if hee had the Crowne of 

the wholeworlds ſoueraigntie ſetypon his head. Tuſtifying 
lob. 3. o. faith, which giues infallible intereſt to eternall life, is not (to 


* 


" Fr where there were none, and put thee into a greater 


Ki 2 the Law, who vnderftandingly ſearching and ſurueying 


3 2 {thine Euidences, and finding no flaw, would put thee out of 


ſpeake properly and punRually)to be aſſured of pardon; but 
to truſt wholly vpon the mercyof God through Chriſt, for 
pardon. If there ariſe queſtion in thy fearefull heart about thy 
ſpirituall tate ; ſence and feeling is no ſubſtantiall ground 
whereonto build, being a ſeparable accident to the graces 
of ſaluation; but the truth and tenderheartedneſſe of Chriſt, 
in the promiſes which can neuer faile, being as ſure as God 
himſelfe. If ome wrangling fellow ſhould lay claime vnto 
thy land, thou wouldeſt not in fuch a caſe and controuerſie 
conſult with an ignorant neighbour ; heeperhaps out of his 
weakeneſſe and want of skill, might raiſe doubts and dan- 


ght; but thou wouldeſt haue recourſe to ſome learned at 


all feare. When in time of temptation thou art terrified and 


tffrighted with renewed ſcruples and diſtractions about thy 


ſpirituall well-being; doe not in any wiſe aduiſe with carnall 
reaſon, which is ſtarke blinde in the myſtery of Chriſt; much 
leſſe with that auill One, who is a ſworne enemy to thy ſoule, 


and father of lyes. They may tell thee, thou haſt no ſence, no 


Tieftimonieczlet thy trembling heart cleaue to the impregnable 
truth of thoſe ſweeteſt promiſes; Matth. 1 1. 28. Reuel. 21. 6. 
Ioh. 7. 37. Iſa. 5 5. 1, &c. and thou art ſafe for euer. For a more 


of faith, which I haue heretofore diſtinguiſhed, ypon pur- 


| flexedaRof the loweſt degree and leaſt meaſure then men- 


feeling, therefore all is naught : but to the Word, and to the 


full impreſſion of this comfortable point, I would haue yon 
torefreſh your memories with a reuiſe of thoſe foure eſtates 


poſe for the weakeſt Chriftians ſake; and know, chat the re- 


tioned, might ypon good ground, if hee doe not Wilfully 
and wickedly refuſe to be comforred,fill his fearefull ſpirit as 
full wich vnſpeakeable glorious ioy, as the Sunne is o light, 155 
: RY | an 


= 


* * * 
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and the ſea of waters, Theſe things laid together and wel! 


weighed, may confect a precious and ſoueraigne Antidote, 


king of many which are true of heart, diſtreſſed in conſcience 
about their ſpirituall tate: who while they labour, and long 
with inſatiable greedineſſe ( and I blame them not) for a 
ſenſible aſſuranee, and feeling apprehenſion of Gods fa- 


againſt che ſlauiſn terrours, cauſeleſſe feares, and heauy wal 


your; doe too much neglect and diſregard that comfort 


which their faith might affoord them vpon good ground, in 

that, — their preſent — rr 

and perplexity of ſpirit, they are able ill to commit their 

rs —— as 3 faithfull Redeemex, and their cueria- 
in engt. $01 DA r Y 
Raspe „I haue let ſome paſſages fall by the way, 

which may ſerue to diſcouer and diflolue the vanity and 

vuWeakeneſſe of that Dilemma, wherein Bellaymine playes the 
wilfull egregious Sopliiſter: it runs thus: 


| clallfaith,whereby he perſmadeth himſolſe: thas he is int. Now 
then he reaſoneth thus: hen I begin to helteus that I ans 
inſt, I ans either iuſt or oninſt. If init, then Iamnot inflified 


faith, by which ] belcene wy ſelfe to bec iuft, becawſe this faith is © 


er my inſtification. vniuſt, then this faith it falſe, and ſo 
2 e ar be iuſtiſied by a lyc. es 1 
Io this horned Argument wee anſwer thus: There are ſun · 
dry acts of ſpeciall faith: for my purpoſe at this time, take 
notice of two. e 0 90 5 
1. A fiduciall aſſent, reſting vpon the merit of Chriſt, an 
affiance, dependance, adherence, reliance, or if there bee any 
other word expreſſing that act of an humbled ſoule, whereby 
it caſteth and repoſeth it ſelfe onely ypon Gods promiſe in 
Chriſt, for the obtaining of remiſſion of ſinnes, and euerla- 
ſting life, In this act, the poore ſoule illightened and af- 
frighted with fight and (ence of its finne and miſery, and ſee- 
mg an infinite impoſſibility of ſatisfying God for the one, or 
freeing it ſelfe from the other, by any meanes or merit in hea- 
uen or earth; bur onely by the propitiatory * 
us 


* * -. bd 
. 
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The Proteſtants teach faith he, bat a man it iuſtißed by 7. 
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Teſus Chriſt: it throwes it ſelfe into his armes, raſi ing fa | 
about him, hides it ſelfe in the clifts of this Rocke, from the 


ſtormes of Gods fierceſt and fiery indignation, apprehends 


in him plencifull redemption, and all- ſufficiencie of ſaluati- 
on; and therefore plyes him with ſtrong cryes and teares 
for mercy ; beſpeakes him in all termes of confidence and 
affiance: My Lord, and my God, n hope, my fortreſſe, my rocke, 
my ſtrengeb, my ſalnation; ſaue me, or I ſinke; hold mee faſt, 
or Iam loft for euer. You may ſee ſometimes a little infant, 
ypon apprehenſion and approach of ſome ſudden danger, 
how heartily and haſtily it runnes into the mothers armes for 
ſuccour and ſafety: euen ſo a mn wounded ſoule, purſued 
by the terrours of the Law, and frighted with the dreadfull 
fight of Gods frowning countenance, flyes with ſpeed in- 
to the boſome of its bleſſed Redeemer , clings inſeparably 


vnto his bleeding wounds for euerlaſting protection; and 


there reſts ypon the freeneſſe of his Loue, merit of his Paſ- 
ſion, and truth of his Promiſe, as vpon a Rocke of Eter- 
nitie, neuer to bee remooued: not the concurrent rage of 
all the Deuils in hell, or powers of darkneſſe, being euer 


able to make a diuorce. By this act wee are accepted for 

iuſt before the Throne of e, for Chriſts ſake and ſuf- 

ferings. UA AAP e IRR 8 
2. An act of certification, which quickned by the Spi- 


rit of Grace, when God pleaſeth for his own glory and good 
of his Child, reflecteth vpon the ſoule with a comfortable 
aſſurance that we are already in the armes of Chriſt, and His 
for euer. The leaſt glimpſe whereof, a true heart would not 
exchange for all the Kingdomes vpon earth. The firſt act 
makes vs iuſt: The ſecond findes vs iuſt; and fo certifies 
truely; not by a lye, as lying companions, and Satans Sophi- 
ſters calumniate. It is the ſaying of an excellent Diuine, both 
for depth of learning and height of Holineſſe, To belteus 
that my finues are nom pardoned, and that I am ſaued: this 
i wot the firſt act of faith, but follomes when now a man doth ſee 
bimſclfe to beinflifiedin Chrifft, 


2. By a ſecret application of the promiſes ofthe Goſpel, 
5 ""M 


a. 
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in forme of an a experimentall Syllogiſme, thus: 
Whoſoeuer belecues and repents, is the Child of God: haber; beter 


But I belecue and repent, therefore J am the Child of Chriftum Ictum 
God. 12 
| . in Egal. 2. a 

The #2avor or firft propoſition, is cleare and euident in the Cιπτ.iz. v.. 
very letter, and by the immediate ſenſe of Scripture. See 
Iohn 3.36. Acts 10.45. & 13. 39, &c. 

But how doe you know the minor, or ſecond propoſition 
to be cettainely ſo? MIO dn 

By the certainty of internall viſion, whereby wee as cleare - 
ly ſee our faitb, as our fe, wil, thoughe, knowledge, & r. as ap- 
peares in the forecited place of Auſtiu. In his opinion, I ſay, 
Faith is as vifible co the internall eye of a ſanctiſied mind, as 
is a mans life and will: Nay, & we are woont to diſcerne with 
a more esger eye and obſeruation a Stranger, then an ordina- 
ry Domeſtick. Our life and will are inbred, faith is aduenti ?- 
tlous. By the teſtimony ofa renewed conſeience, which is Conſcientia pro. 
25 a thouſand witneſſes. Now had Ia thouſand honeft wit- fene me 
neſſes at the barre before an vpright Iudge, to prooue my Conſcientia do- 
cauſe, and iuſtifie my right againſt the ouifacings and periu- — 
ries of a Knight of the Poaſt, as they ſay, well knowne to be O. de plags 
an infamous ſtigmaticall forgerer and murtherer; I would 
little doubt but to get the day. It is proportionably ſo in 
this preſent pointʒl meane, bet weene my regenerate illight- 
ned conſcience and Satan. Nay, in this caſe, ſhould all the 
Deuils in Hell ſweare the contrary, did catnall reaſon, natu- 
rall diftruſt, or any other aduerſary power cauill and contra- 
dict with neuer ſuch irkſome tediouſneſſe; yet by the mer- 
cy of God, I will not withſtand that heavenly light ſtanding 
iu my conſcience like an armed man: I will neuer take away 
mine innocency from my ſelfe, untill I die. 

But how do you know, that you truly beleeue? We may 

know, perhaps, that we haue ſome kind of faith, but not that 
we haue the true lively faith, which will ſerue the turne for 
ſaluation. 

I anſwer : Saint Pax! bids vs try, and prooue our ſelues 


whether we haue that Faith, by which Chriſt dwelleth in our 
Y hearts, 


i 

3 
| 

| 

' 


Af 


- 
— 
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hearts, whieh is the faith of ſuch as are accepted with God 
2. Cor. 1315. No it were ſtrange, if the bleſſed $ pirit ſhould 
bid vs examine and ſearch for that, which could not poſlibly 
he found out. +; 
Againe, if a man cannot be certaine, that he belecues with 
all his heart, chat is, truly and ſincere ly; Philips interrogato- 
rie to the Eunuch, Act. 8.3 J. had beene in vaine, and the Eu- 
nuchs reply raſh and vnaduiſed. E 
| Anſtin was cleerely of this mind, that a man may be ac- 
* Btquidam mo- quainted with the fincerity of his faith. * There is, ſaith he, « 
dus in oonſeientia: i ind of plorying in the conſcience, when thou knoweſt thy faith ir 
— enam fincere, thy hope certaine, thy laus without diſſembling. 
— emo, But many, ſay they, beleeue, and are deceiued ; thinking 


muam certam, no. they haue that which they haue not; How then can a man 


* 
* 
* * 


weris charitatem 5 
ruam eſſe fine be certaine? 


diffimulatione. + Anſwer» So thouſands amongR vs,by the falſe ſpectacles 


In fil. 4 of preſumption, making the bridge of Gods mercy broader 


chen jt is, and larger then his truth, which confines it onely 
to broken heatts; are wofally deluded, and ready euery mo- 
ment to be drowned in the dungeon of fire and brimſtone: 
mult therefore thoſe few who are ſincerely humbled for their 
ſinnes, truly beleeue, and vpon good ground haue part in it, 
be alſo deceiued? Becauſe mad men, and men aſſeepe, know 
not well that they are aſleepe, and rage; muſt therefore men 
truly waking, and wiſe, not know certainely they are awake, 
and in their wits ? The common people generally conceiue 
of the Sunnes magnitude, that it is not paſt a foote round; 
muſt therefore the certainetie of knowledge, that it is many 
times bigger then the Earth, be denied to the skilfull Aſtro— 
nomet? Some men dreame that they are rich, tumble them- 
ſelues amongſt their golden heapes, and it is not ſo indeed 
a idem ſuam 


—— — when they awake; doth no man therefore certainely know 


habet, videt in whether he be rich or no? 
corde ſuo Be tenet. a. iue proportionably of re inſeparable 
— — Canceiue proportionably of repentance, an inſepara | 
til, & clamante | 
conlcientid, dicente Auguſtino: Proĩnde & refipiſcentiam,que fidei verz;e(t indiuidua comes, atque ef. 
dus. Vtraque tur certitudine viſionis interna, ſeu te ſtimonij proprij cordis, & Spins 
Nei vnareſtificantis Spixituĩ noſtro, quòd ſimus ſilij Dei. Rom. g. 16. Par. ; 


compgnion 


comfortable walking with God. 335 


companion and effect of true faith, which is chen ſauing, 
when it is ſerious, ſincere, and without hypocriſiog and that 
may be manifeſt and cleerely diſcerneable to the heart thae 

hath ir. Doe you thinke, the ſeriouſneſſe of the Niniuites te- 

pentance was not certaine ynto them? Wehane receined the 

Spirit of Goa, ſaith Paul, that we might know the things that are 

freely ginen vs of God, which are got onely life euerlaſting, 

&c. bur iuſtification, ſanRificarion, and ſuch like. I ſay, ſa- 

uingueſſe of repentance,as of faith, conſiſts not in the mea- 

ſure and muchneſſe; but in the ſincerity and truth, of which 

the true penitent may bee certaine, as well as of his ſorrow. 

But now whereas the Popiſh Doctors being blind guides, ,. 

leade their hood winkt followers into ſuch perplexed mazes Ay Ab 
of vncertainties, and indeed impoſſibilities about contrition, u raffen, 
in reſpect of extenſion, in tenſion, appretlation, equiualence —— — 
to ſinʒ no maruell ogy they pleade pertinacioufly for the in- & gradu- 


zoint, and purgatory of doubting.. . 
1 Jo 'By the effects and fruits growing from the roote of 225 comin 
grace in the heart. | — 
But there may be in the hypoerite, an exact outward con- 2% & Las. 
formity and obedience: © „ — 
| ppreciatiuè. 
I anſwer : true it is, that for the outſide and carkaſſe, as A —_— 


it were, the workes of vnſactiſied men, may be like to thoſe ences of ebeir bv. 
of the godly, but they are without the ſoule, life and ſpirit; a ber 
which is in the worke of a true beleeuer;to which he is no the racks N. 
leſſe priuy in his heart, then to the ourward worke which paſ⸗ * 
ſeth thorow hie hands. And wee hold, that workes done in ring ahos, « ws 
3 of heart, onely, are they which truly teftifie in 2% 7 
f is eaſe. | 9 Scorpion, Cn. 
Let euery truc-hearted Nathaxeel then comfortably con- we | 
clude pardon and peace ynto his owne ſoule, from all ſuch | 
fruits ſo qualified, For inſtance, in One. nne 2 2 
nic kyow that we baus paſſad from death to life, became m 
lone the Brethren, i. Ioh.3. 14. Iloue the Brethren: thereſore 
I am tranſlated from death co life. &; 
' But is it poſſible ſor a man to know that he loues his Bre- 


thren as he ought, and accheApetile require??? 
5 12 
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2 Saint lob aiakes it a ſigne of our being ſo ranſlacedahes. 
fore it maybe knowne, For ſignes manifeſting other things, 


1 — —4 muſt themſelues be more manifeſt. And Auſtin tels vs, that 


diligit, quam fra- 4 man knowes more the lone with which he loues, then hit bro- 
mem: quem dili- nher whom he lones, 165 | TI 
Thus may the Chriſtian infallibly colledt, the ſanctifying 

Spirit, iuſtifying Faith, ſauing Grace to dwell inhis heart, by 
all good deeds, holy duties. in ward or outward fruits ſpring- 
ing from an vpright heart. For as it followes, and may be in- 
ferred infallibly and demonſtratiuely from the effect, to the 
proper cauſe in other things: For example: It is day; there- 
fore the Sunne is riſen, becauſe day cannot be cauſed, but by 
the Sunnes tiſing: fo in this point alſo explained as before. 

If wee purſue and ply with true hearts the whole Trade of 

Chriſtianity; If we be fincerely exerciſed in the workes of 

holineſſe, iuftice, mercy and truth, and walke humbly wich 

our God; we may build vpon it, that we are truly bleſſed. All 

ſuch ſound fruits of Faith, are euident ſignes and demonſtra- 

A pet nie: tions of our ſpirituall ſafety, and ſtanding faſt for euer. F ye 


5 S. cap. . 


* 


doe theſe things, ſaith Peter, yee ſhall neuer fall. | 

4+ By the teſtimony of the Spirit, which ſometimes; as 

_ in the time of more feruent prayer, holy retytedneſſe of mind, 
mando verd. heauenly meditation; or in ſome quickning exerciſes of ex- 
Spiricusceftarur, traordinary humiliation; or after ſome ſpeciall important 
Ar ambizuitas f ſeruice done to God and his Church with humble fincericy, 
Quod bee and in true zeale; or vpon the ſoule-ſearching paſſage of 
28 eam ſome well grounded Sermon of comfort, and ſeaſonable ap- 
— — aut plication of mercy ; or in the beginning of ſpirituall, and end 

a, certè huiuſ- 75 | a 5 . 

modi quædam po- Of naturall life, as moſt needfull times; or in the time of mar- 
reflas,aliquid pro- tyrdome, and ſincere ſufferings for the Name of Chriſt, &c.I 
quiſpiam dubira- ſay, at ſuch times the Spirit may ſuggeſt and teſtiſie to the 
— 13 , ſanctified conſcience, with a ſecret, ftill, hact-rauiſhing voice 
que & hoc ipſum thus or in the like manner; Thou art the Child of God Thou 
largitur, = . artinthenumber of thoſe that ſhall be ſaued ; Thou ſhalt in- 


aded orare ct. herit life euerlaſting: And that as certainely and comforta- 
Zum nobs pen. bly, a as ifthat Angell from Heauen ſhould ſay to thee, as he 


bente, quiſnam de dignitate hac deinceps dubicare poterit Di ſoſlt. in Ve36,Caf. 6, ad NM. * 
g | — oy 7 f 1 
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omfurtable walking with God. 


did to Daniel, Greatly beloned. And why ſhould any Popiſh 
cauiller contradict this, ſith even Bellarmine himſelſe ſpeakes 
roportionably in another caſer Vpon a paſſage in Auftin,ac- 

— the interior efficacy of Gods Spirit, giuing te- 

ſtimony to our hearts concerning the truth of that which is f 
contained in the Seriptures, faith b he f his hight of faith)» noc ig ef 
i 4 cerraine teftimonie of God, by which is ſaid to the ſe. nee 
cret cogitations of our hearts, That it true; thow needeſt 2 —— 

to doubt thereof, Here is an immediate teſtimony of the — * 
Spirit granted for the confirmation ofthe truth of the Word; Mester nobis z Ita 
why may not the like bee expected for an aſſurance of the ?:nibilbeſires. | 
worke of the Word? Mighty and remarkeable was the 72 2 — 
worke of the Spirit this * — the heart of that Noble S=#14n ] 
Martyr, Robert Glauer, vpon the firſt fight and repreſentatio n 
of the Stake ſo ſweetely ſeaſonable is God in all his reſreſn- 
ings.) For two or three dayes before his death, hee was full 
heauily oppreſſed with the ſpirituall miſeries of a dead heart, 
and ſpirituall deſertion. In which time no doubt hee eried 
mightily vnto God, and often reflected the eye of his rene w- 
ed conſcience vpon a truly, beleeuing, penitent, humble, ho- 
ly and heauenly heart; reſolued to ſacrifice its warmeſt 
blood in the mercileſſe fire, for the teſſimony of 7e/ws; and 


yet no comfort would come. But in the My icke and need- 
e 


full time, as you may ſee in the Story, th d Spirit did 
ſuddenly ſhine into his darke and deſolate ſoule, with the 
glorious beames of his owne immediate comfort, and ſo ſen- 
fibly filled it with ſuch overflowing Rivers of ſpirnuallioyes, 
that no doubt they mightily abated and quencht the rage- 
full fury ot thoſe Popiſh flames, wherein hee ſweetely fell 
aſleepe. It was a ſpeciall and immediate ſpringing of the 
holy Ghoſt in bis heart, which made Maſter Peacock, after 
many dayes of extremeſt horrour, profeſſe, that Th io which - 
be felt in bis conſcience ,was incredible, We feele and ackonow.s 
ledge by daily expetience, that Satan doth immediately in- 
ie ct; and ſhall not the b/eſſed Spirit, after his holy and hea- 
uenly manner, immediately alſo ſuggeſt ſometimes? 
;Nenher is this to bes reputed an 9 reutlatis 
142 3 On, 
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General directions for a 


eonſilij nobis pa- 
- Word, 


revelation, for his ſpiricusll ſafetie, and euerlaſtiag well- bee- 


ing, and yet want viterly the teſtimony of us renewed con · 
ſcience to the lame purpoſeʒ the teſtimony of vniuerſall obe. 


dience; of not lying willingly and delightfully in any one 


knowne fin; of crucifying the fleſh with the affetions and 
luſts, cc. I can giue him none but this cold comfort; hee is 
curſedly coozened by the Deuils counterfeit glory of an 
Angell,cafting into his abuſed 7 ſuch groundleſſe 
9 in time of triall will vaniſh into nothing, and 
flye away as a dreame. PR 

By the way let me tell you, that though this laſt manner of 
aſſurance bee more immediately from the Spiritz yet con- 
eeĩue, that the other alſo are not effeRuall ypon the heart, 
without the excitation, illumination and aſſiſtance ofthe 
ſame bleſſed Spirit. 

For the firſt , conſider that forecited place, 1. Corinth. 
2.12. | | / i | 
For the ſecond ; when the conſcience, through the mini. 
Arie of the Law, doth teſtiſie to a man his Rate in ſinne, and 
vnder the curſe; it is, through the ſpirit of bondage, that it 
doth teſtiſie.? then when it doth teſtiſie to him his Rate of 
grace, and freedome from the curſe, it is much rather from 


. 


— 
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he Spirit of Ad 
bur by the holy Ghoſt 


— 


fortable Remembrancer, refreſhed Hezekies memory 
he cryed to the Lord, Remember nom, O Lord, ec. Iſai.3 8.3. 


ſion, and the teſtimony | 
tuous conceit, and the Deuils delufion ? 
If Bellarmine aske me, I will eafily ſtop his mouth: 


Firſt, by demanding him, how his Saint * Francis, and. De iaflif 8.x. 
S. Antony knew affuredly, that their revelations of the cer- <9.3.5:2.Qu0z 
taine remiſſion of their ſinnes, were from the Spitit of God 


eſpecially fich with him they were revelations quite befides 
and without the Word. For h he holds, that this prop 


ſo of other particular men, is not to be found in the Word ei- 
ther immediately, or by evident conſequence; which we vp- 
on good ground contradict, if the particular men be true be- 
lecuers. Ei LTP 

| Secondly, by that ſaying of Ambroſe, vrged 
uus in the Councell of TrenteT he Tir retiree 
vnto vs, but doth make us now, that it is Hee. that /pea- 
Sur if the doubtfull Chriſtian truly troubled about it, 
would be taught and informed in the point; or if it be poſſi- 
ble that the Phariſe, the deluded One ſhould heartily deſire 
to be illightened; I aduiſe that they would conſider vpon 

theſe following markes of difference... 
1. A ſound perſwaſion ypon good ground by the 
Spirit, is euer agreeable and anſwerable exactly to the 
Word. The inward teſtimony. of the Spirit, and outward 
teſtimony of the Word, doe alway ſweetely accord, and 
one anſweres to the other, as face to face in water. And 
therefore, if that thy preſenc Rate , herein thou concei- 
ueſt thy ſelfe to bee ſure and ſafe inough for ſaluation, 
bee diſabled and condemned by Gods Werd; thy confi- 
dence is vaine, and Satan delades thee. The Scripture tels vs, 

NT 1 4 That: 


For the third, 1 doubt nor, but the bleſſed Spirit, as a com- 
,when 


But how ſhall a man diſcerne, and difference a true perſwa- 
of the Spirit;from a groundleſſe pre- 


Catari. e Hifer. 
© Catari. < — 


option. No wan canſay thet Teſws irthe Lord, 1. c 


oſition, «.. 
Fraxcis is truly iuſtified: Autroxy hath his ſinnes orgiuen;and — 


2 . 


nnn 
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— 


and cou ope- That whoſoemer is free of God, doth — 1.3 my 
& cam non ſun which is not to be vnderſtood ſimply of the act of ſinning- 
fine peccato. For who can ſay, My heart is cleane ? But in this ſence 15 


; 
2 He 
—— makes not a trade of {inning}; he ſinneth not with b purpoſe, 


| Ppoſiumpeccandjz pleaſure and perſeuerance; he doth not liue, lie, and delight 


—— mg in ſinne; he ſuffers it not to reigne in him. If then thou al- 


loweſt any luſt in thy heart, or goe on in the willing practiſe 
of any one knowne ſinne, or ſenſuall courſe, and 2% ARE 
cConceited of thy ſelfe for comfort in the World to come; 

« Pſal.66.13, the Deuill coozens thee : God will not e heare the prayers, but 
a pfal 68.22 wound the hairieſcalpe of euery ſuch a one. For inſtance: If 
| thou lyeſt in lying; (for its one thing to be ouertaken that 
way out of feare,or ere thou be aware, another thing to con- 

tinue in it habitually. and reſolutely againſt an illightned 

impenitent conſcience ) and yet looke for Heauen, thou art 

deceiued; thou haſt made a he thy refuge, and hid thy ſelfe 

vnder falſehood. And why? becauſe Gods Word faith, that 

the Fearefull, and Vabeleening,and the Abomiuable, and Mur- 


therers, and Whoremuongers, and Sorcerers, and Idolaters, and 


all Lyers, ſball haue their part inthe Lake which burnath with 

fire and brimflone, which is the ſecond death, Reuel.21.8.Cone 

ceiue proportionably of lying in any other ſinne damned 

in Gods Booke in the ſence J haue ſaid. If thou abideſt in 

the ſtate of meere ciuill honeſtie, and yet thinkeſt with thy 

ſelfe, that thou art thereby furniſhed ſufficiently for 

future happineſſe, it is but a falſe flaſh. And why ? Be- 

cauſe the Word ſaith; /ithout holineſſe no man ſhall ſee the 

Lord, Heb. 12. 14. Which neceſſarily implyes 5 That no 
git licer ile Fa, meere © ciuill man can poſſibly bee ſaued. If thou bee a 
bricius; ſit licet Juke-warme Laodicean, and yet conceiueft thou art rich 
— {rae enough ſpiritually, and lookeſt to bee ſaued; thou art de- 
Regulus ; quorum ceiued: And why ? Becauſe the Word ſaith; That Chriſt 
tanqui in anciqu2 will ſpew ſuch a one our of his mouth, Reuclation 3. 16. 
Romank curiilo- Euen as a filthy bitter vomit is to the ſtomacke, mouth 
Ade terrendum. and man that ſpewes it out; ſuch are all luke-warme 
veel. corre formall profeſſors to the Lord Jeſus Chrift, as himſelſe 
. .. © there profeſſes. A terrible and flaming ſentence vttered 


. | from 


* 


comfortable walking with God. 


—— 


fromthe Iudge his owne mouth in the meane time; which, 
mee thinks, ſhould hortibly affright thouſands in our daiesʒ 
who ſtand for a frozen formality, heartleſſe indifferency, 
reſerued neutrality, and politicke moderation in profeſſion, 
and practiſe of religion. Thus a true teſtimony and ſound 
perſwaſion of a good eſtate to Godward, euer holds cor- 
reſpondence to the Word, and is infallibly grounded there. 
upon. WEL e 4 
Obiect. Say you ſo? In ſpirituall caſes and poynts of faith, 
how is it poſſible, that a man ſhould bee infallibly cer- 
taine of that by the Word, which is not contained in the 
Word, cither immediatly, or by good conſequence ? Bur 
Bellarmine affirmes, that this particular propoſition, Sch p. u l.. a l. 
on, ſuch a man u truely inſtificd; is not contained in the Set. prime ane 
Word of God, either immediately or by good conſe- 
quence, &c. | 
Anſwer. To let paſſe at this time, that which ſome worthy 
Diuines preſſe in this poynt, that ſuch places as theſe, Pſalm. 
103. 3. Eſa. 43.3 2. Rom. 10.9, Gal. 2. a0. &c. intimate and 
imply ſuch a particular propoſition immediately: I anſwer 
that it is deduced by euident conſequence out of the Word. 
For from ſuch generall promiſes and propoſitions as theſe; 
He that beleeneth on the Sonne,hath exerlaſfting life, Toh. 3. 36. 
Whoſoencr boleeueth iu him, ſhall receius remiſſion of ſinnes, 
AQ. 10. 43. Aud by himallthat beleent, are inſtified from all 
thingt, &c. Act. 13. 39, &c. follow by good conſequence, 
theſe particulars : Paul, Peter, Luther, Caluin, Beza, Brad- 
ford, or any other particular man beleeuing in him, receiues 
remiſſion of ſinnes; is iuſtified; hath eternall life. Euen as it 
followeth direQly and infallibly, euery man is a reaſonable 
creature; therefore John, Thomas, &c. is endewed with 
reaſon. N 5 
Though no word faith expreſſely and immediately; Thou 
Thomas beleeuing, ſhalt be ſaued; yet the ſame word which 
faith, Euery one beleeuing, hath eternal life, ſaith alſo; Thou 
Thomas beleeuing, haſt eternall life, or ſhalt be ſaued. As on 
the contrary; this vniuerſall, He that belreneob * 
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| fall not ſee He, but the wrath of God abideth ahi, includerh 


, Writ; Thou. Bellarmine ſhalt not beare falſe witneſſe again 
18 Thou Faux ſhalt not teare in pieces the Royall limbs of the 


ſe 
affe 


vertually, cooſequently, infallibly, as though they were wrir 
init; theſe particulars: Iudat, Bellarmine, or Bonner &c. not 
beleeuing, ſhall nor fee life, but the wrath of God abideth on 
him. . Otherwiſe, if the generall did not thus ſufficiently in- 
clude and comprehend euery particular; and an vniuerſall 
propoſition all ſubordinate ſingular propoſitions vnder it; 
the Law, Thou ſbalt not kill: thor ſhalt not commit adultery-: 
Thou ſhalt not beare falſe witneſſe againſt thy neighbor; would 
not belong to Faux blowing vp the Parliament: to this or 
that Prieſt pollucing himſelfe in hearing confeſſion; to Bel. 
lum ine lying voluminouſly; becauſe its no where expreſſely 


thy neighbour, Thou ſhaueling, beware of ſelfe pollution. 


Lords Anointed. - | 

NI Job or Thomas beleeuing, be not bound to be aſſured of 
his ſaluation out of the generall promiſe; except ĩt were ſaid 
ſomewhere in Scripture; That Thomas or lahm by name 
ſhould be ſaued; it would follow that theſe particular men, 
were not bound to be honeſt men; or to feare Godʒ becauſe 
it is no where ſaid in the Word that Thomas or lobrought to 
be honeſt men; ot are commanded to feare God, bur onely 
in the generall. e | : 

In a word, let the Ieſuite tell mee, whether out of the 
Word, he be infallibly certaine that his body ſhall riſe a- 
gaine at the laſt Day: He dare not for his heart deny it. And 
Ipray you, Zellarmine, tell me, where it is particularly and 
expreſſe ly ſaid in Scripture; That the body of Nobert Ballar- 
wine {hall riſe againe at the laſt Day? All particular in- 
fallible affurance in this kinde, ſprings out of the ge- 


nerall propoſition and promiſe that AZ ball riſe, 1. Cor. 
IF, &c. | 


2. That heatt which doth ſweetly enioy the Paradiſe of 
atrue teſtimony, and well grounded perſwaſion; that it pre- 
Au the life of grace, and immortality; is fincerely 
ed and inflamed with a reuerent loue, and inſatiable 


| +Honging 


_— — 
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2 longing afterthe Word preached and read, prayer, ſinging · e deve be 
of P — meditation, conference, vowes, — of —* — 

liation, vſe of good bookes, godly company, all Gods ordi 7 — 

nances, and good meanes appointed and ſanctiſied for our Tata, 
ſpirituall good. Becauſe thorow them, as ſo many golden 2 & inper- 
conduirs,thoſe gracious ſauing operations ofthe holy Ghoſt gabi 
are conueyed and continued vnto it; which miniſter ſound eee 
matter and true grounds of ſuch comfortable affurance: and e fans. 
in the conſcionable vſe and exerciſe of them alſo are woont 22 

ſometimes to be ſecretly and ſenſibly breathed into ir, ſuck Mont ons 


heauenly reall refreſhings themſelues; which the ioy bf the 2 


reg ain 


whole worlds enioyment cannot poſſibly equall. But now ons 6 
the affeRion this way of thoſe who are Phariſaically puſt i God: ac- 
vp with a groundleſſe conceit and vaine confidence ; is Frag mms” 
faint and formall ; partiall and reſerued ; not accompanied vi. 
with chat vniuerfality and yniformity of reverence and re. 
ſpect to all the bleſſed ordinances and meanes of grace-Itis 

euer the woont and wilyneſſe of ſuch, to qualiſie their coun- 

tenance and correſpondence to theſe, with that moderation 

and temper which may bee compatible, and plauſibly con- 

ſiſt with the ſafety of theit temporall happineſſe, and ſecu- 

rity of their boſome ſinne. Aud no maruell though their 
of Gion in this kinde be not 9 hold out: for th 
draw no ſpeciall vertue and ſw e from Chrift.chrough 
them: And their conceit of being right, is not fedde from 
the breſts of the Bible, and with the heauenly Manna of a 
conſcionable Miniſtery; but built vpon thoſe inſufficienc 
a and rotten proppes I diſcouered and diſabled he- 


3. A ſound and vndeceiuing perſwaſion that thou art e- 
uerlaſtingly lockt in the armes of Gods wy and loue, 
grounded vpon the Word, ſeconded and ſet on by the Spi- 
rit; is a moſt rare and rich Iewell, which doth infinitely out- 
ſhine and ouerweigh in ſweeteneſſe and worth any rocke of 
Diamond, Criſtall Mountaine, or this great Creation, 
were it all conuerted into one vnualuable Pearle; and there- 
fore is inſiuitely enuied, and aſſaulted mightily on all . 
t 
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--  Itiscontinually hunted like a Partridge on the Mountaines 
- >,» bynateralldiftruR, the policy of Satan, and all the powers 
© of darkenefſe. There is not a wicked ſpirit, but is tranſpor- 
ted with implacable indignation againſt that heauen vpon 
earth; and therefore rages and roares about thee ſill; to rob 
and bereaue thy humble breſt of ſuch an heauenly Iemme, 
Beſides the two maine ends and generall aimes; of all the 
maliceand machinations of thoſe apoſtated angels: 1. the 
diſhonour of God, and 2. the diſcomfort of mens ſoules; 
In this poynt they are peculiarly enraged with extreme hel- 
liſh anger; to ſee a mortall man, a childe of Adam, crowned 
by Gods mercifull hand, even in this life, with right and in- 
tereſt, and as it were, an earneſt penny of the Inheritence with 
the Saints inlight, and ofthoſe bleſſed Manſions of glory and 
reſt, of which, by their Apoſtacy and pride they haue ynhap- 
pily and euerlaſtingly depriued themſelues. Neither onely 
ſo, but they imploy alſo their Agents, enuious to the grace 
of God and thine owne fearefull heart, to charge falſely ma- 
neue.. 11. ny times ypon thee, Hypocriſie and deluſion, leſt that white 


b. As nove can com 


prebend the horror Sore giuen thee by the holy Ghoftzthe ſplendor and b ſweet- 


' of enemagedguil- neſſe whereof, none knoweth but hee that hath it, ſhould 


e erer fairely ſhine ypon thy fad ſoule with chat lightſomeneſſe and 
 dwuitſonomce comfort, as it both may and 9 muſt 
— 5 — needes follow, that if thy perſwaſion be well grounded and 
Kilſe;bur che ſouls aſſuranee true; it will be accompanied and often exerciſed 
bre , 0 ich feares, iealouſies, doubts, diſtruſts, varieties of temp- 
tations, Satans firieſt darts, iniected ſcruples, contradictions 
of fleſn and blood, cauils of carnall reaſons, want of com- 
fortable feeling, &c. which will many times neceſſarily drive 
thee to cry mightily to God; and complaine at the Throne 
of grace, againſt all this helliſh ordnance and aſſaults 
of thy yobeleeving heart; by the wraftling of faith 
to warme thy foule with meditation vpon the promiſes, to 
re-examine and reuiſe thy grounds, to confirmethy watch, ta 
reſort for counſell, ſtrength and comfort to the quickening 
meanes, experience of former ſweet feelings, and motions of 
the Spiriczco truly judicious Diuines, experienced Chriſtians, 
dayes 


1 


oy comfortable walking with God. 


becauſe it ſtill feedes vpon the delights of his darling ſinne, 


without diſturbance.” Satan is too ſubtill to interpo e, tempt 


or interrupt, in ſuch a caſe. For he well knoweth that his 


foundation is falſehood, his hope of heauen but a golden 


dreame ; and therefore in policy he holds his peace, thar hee 
may hold him the faſter. „ 


Take notice by the way; that, that very thing which 
makes many a truehearted Chriſtian to doubt of himſelfe, 


and of the ſoundneſſe of his ſpirituall tate, ſhould put him 


dut of all doubt; euen often exerciſe with doubts, tempta- 


' Hons, multiplyed attempts againſt his faith, and aſſurance 
of Gods loue; prayed againſt, humbly refiſted, and oppoſed 
with cleauing vnto the tenderheartednes of Chriſt, & truth 
of his promiſes, though for the preſent he hath little or no 

feeling; no ſuch ioy and peace in ſo beleeuing : And that very 
thing ypon which the deluded Ones doe build, and many 
times boaft themſelues; to wit, that they are vntroubled, 


yntempted, in point of faith, and pretended aſſurance; may 


returne an infallible remonſtrance to their own conſciences, 


that they are certainely deceived. For doubtleſſe, that fait 


which is neuer affaulted with doubting, is but a fancy. Aſ- 
ſuredly that affurance which is euer ſecure, is but a dreame. 
Many a Phariſe ſtands by the bedfide ofthe fincere Profeſ- 
ſor, viſited with affliction of conſcience, and many heauy 
temptations; ſecretly and finfully pleafing himſelſe in the 
vnbleſſed calmeneſſe of a groundleſſe confidence, and in his 
freedome from ſuch terrors and ſpirituall troubles: when as 
himſelſe is like an Oxe fatting in the greene paflures of 
impunity. and outward profperity for the 1 of ſlaugh- 
ter: But the afflcted party is as precious gold, purify- 


ing in the Lords refining furnace, that hee may _ 
4 ä ward 


. of humiliation, bookes of beſt relliſh to a ſpirituall 
rafte, &c. But now on the contrary fide, his preſumptuous 
confidence and groundleſſe conceit, lyes in the Phariſes bo- 
ſome with much quietneſſe and ſecurityʒ without doubting, 
difficulty, contradiction, or any ſuch adoe. The reaſon is, 
his carnall heart is well enough content, and meddles not, 
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ward come out and ſhine more gloriouſly, * 
4. In that heart to which the Spirit of God teſtiſies, that 


wee dre His children, Ro. 8. 16. doth the ſame Spirit create 


—- Reuel.3.4- 


Pfal. 35. 2. 
Plerumque 


negotium plus 


ermonibus, agi- 


Egift. 12 1. 


mor eſt ad Domi. 
num. Iden 6 
P/Þ.141e 


eur;plus fletu, quã 
Auguſte 


Cogitatio tua ela- 


many feruent eisculations, ſtrong cryes & vnutterable groa- 
nings, verſe 26. The teſtimony of the Spirit is euer attended 
with the Spirit of prayer. That glorious glimpſe ſhining in · 
to the ſoule, and 18 of ſaluation, is ſo ſweete, ſo = 
uenly, fo rauiſhing ; ſo tranſcendent and incomparably a- 
boue all earthly ioy, that it warmes the ſpirit of a man with 
quickning life & liberty, to powre out it ſelſe in thepreſence 
of bis Lord and his God; before the Throne of Grace:ſome.. 
times in more hearty triumphant, and as it were, winged 
prayers : at other times, in thoſe which are more faint and 
cold, yet edged with infinite deſires, that they were more 
fervent, and therefore bythe way, as it were, mingled and 
perfumed with the ſoueraigne & ſatisfactory incenſe in the 
Golden Cenſer, which the Angell of the Coucnant holds 
in his hand, are graciouſly accepted of him, which by an ex- 
cellency and title of higheſt honour, is ſtiled the Haarer 
Prayers: or at leaſt, with vnexpreſſable * groanes and inward 


genitbu, quim wraſtlings for preſerustion, recouery, & enlargement of that 


ſame comfortable aſſurance it ſelte, and of all other holy 
graces and fruits of the Spirit, purity of heart, conqueſt o- 
uer corruption, neerer communion with God, ſpirituall- 
mindedueſſe, and ſuch other heauenly gueſts ; among 


»  whomit is woont to dwell with delight, and repreſent it 


ſelfe more comfortably. But now on the other fide 3 e 
deluded Phariſe is a meere ſtranger to the power of Pray» 


er. His preſumption and groundleſſe confidence, is but a 


8 it. 


weede which will grow of its owne accord; and therefore 
is not ſenſible of any neceſſity, neither feeles any want of 
conſtant prayer from a broken heart ; vniuerſall obedi- 
ence-; or the holy preciſeneſſe of the Saints to ſupport 


guns doth 


good 
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good cauſes, watchfulneſſe ouer his heart, walking with 
God: Haxing theſe promiſes, ſaith he, let mecleanſe my ſelfe 2. Cor yu 
from all flthineſſe of the fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſſe in 
the fears of God: Having this hope, I will labour to purifle 
my ſelfe, euen as He is pure. To let the principall motive 1 · Loh 3. f. 
paſſe, it is impoſſible but that the feeling conſciouſneſſe that 
Gods free loue, through Chriſt, hath freed vs from eternity 
of torments; one houre wherein, is infinitely more ſtinging 
and terrible; then all the tortures that all mankind hath, 
doth, or ſhall endure, from the Creation, to the end of the 
world; and certainely intereſſed vs to eternity of ioyes, one 
houre wherein, doth incomparably ſurpaſſe al the delights 
of this wide world, were they collected into one lumpe of 
pleaſureʒ l ſay, it cannot be, but that ſuch an aſſurance ſhould 
ſtirre vp the bleſſed ſoule to do or ſuffer any thing for Chriſt 
| ſake; rather to die then turne Papiſt, to dve worthily in E- 
phrata, and bee famous in Bethlehem. But now the other 
groundleſſe confidence, being in truth but a ſancie, muſt 
needes bee powerleſſe, fruitlefle, vnactiue; and makes the 
deluded rather ſecure, careleſſe, preſumptuous, onely for- 
mall. 105 | 
6. The bleſſed Spirit is woont to ſpring in our hearts, 
with heauenly refreſhing, and his ſweeteſt teſtimonie; eſpe- 
cially at ſuch times as theſe: When wee retire and recollect 
our ſelues to conuerſe with God in a more ſolemne and ſoli- 
tary manner; opening our conſciences, breaking our hearts, 
and powring out our ſoules into his boſome: when wee are 
preparedly and fruit fully exerciſed in the ordinances: in our 
innocent patient ſufferings, for good cauſes and conſcience 
ſake : when ve feele that wee haue conquered or well curbed 
ſome corruption, by the power of Prayer; in the beleeuing 
contemplation and reuiſe of our change, and the infallible 
markes thereof: when we meditate effectually vpon the bot- 
tomleſſe depth of Gods free loue vnto vs, with which bee 
hath loued vs from exerlaſfting to — : ypon dayes of 
humiliation, &c. But that other counterfeit flaſh keepes a 
deluded Phariſe in a ſooles Paradiſe continually; he is * 
r narily. 
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| narily at all times alike peremptory in che point of aflu. - 


rance. You ſhall not take him any weeke in the yeere, any 
day inthe weeke, any houre in the day, without a bold per- 
ſwaſion, and proteftation, if neede be, That he hopes to bee 
ſaued as well as the preciſeft. Hee is as confident this way, 


vhen he is cauilling againſt the purity of the Saints and pow. 
er of Godlineſſe; as when he is the deepeſt in his Phariſaicall 


deuotions. 1 | A 
7. The preſumption of the Phatiſe is ordinarily at che = 
height, in his height of ourward proſperity;and when Gods 
Candle ſhineth fairelieſt vpon his head with worldly bleſ- 
ſings. But the perſwaſion of the Chriſtian, is for the moſt 
part then ſtrongeſt, when the world moſt frowneth vpon 


him for his for wardneſſe; and in heate of perſecution. 


8. Thoſe that are deluded with a groundleſſe confidence, 

haue ordinarily beene ſo conceited — euer ſince 
they may remember, ot had any thoughts of heauen; and 
that without conſciouſneſſe of any conuerſion, change, or 
ſupernaturall ſauing worke vpon their ſoules at all. For 


though the deuill ſeales it with more ſecurity ypon their 


hearts, by his counterfeit Angelicall glory; yet hee findes 
matter enough in our corrupt nature, miniſtred originally for 
ſuch a golden dreame, and imaginaty caſtle in the aire. But 
the teſtimony of the Spirit, and that other true perſwaſion is 
ſupernaturall, and neuer felt before conuerſion; nor euer to 
be found but ina regenerate ſoule. I doubt not, but many 
Chriſtians to cheir ln ular comfort & further aſſurance, can 


tell their experiẽce of both: Their bold peremptory ill groun- 


ded preſumption in their vnregenerate time: and their now 

true, kindly, ſweet perſwaſion, ſo much enuied and aſſaulted 
by Satan accompanying their conuerſioo cn. 
9. Naturall preſumption, guilded ouer with the deuil? 
deluſion, euer ſhrinkes in the wetting. Troubles of conſci- 
ence, fiery tryals,heauy croſſes, the face of the Prince of ter- 
rour, diſaſtrous and diſmall times, diſſolue it into nothing. 
But the oher true teſtimony holds out like armour ofproofe, 
againſt thickeſt haileſhor of all aduerſary power: Nay, it is 
| 2 woont 
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comfortable walking with God. „„ 


voont to ſhine and ſhew it ſelfe with vnited vigor and more 
lightſomneſſe within; in the greateſt dampe of outward diſ- 
comforrs,and moſt confuſions abroad.” 
10. The Chriſtian can giue ſound reaſons for his reſoluti- 
on, in che point of aſſurance; from his conuerſion, holy con- 
uerſation, loue of the brethren, vniuerſal obedience, &c.thoſe 
meanes I mentioned before proper to the Child of God. But 
put the Phariſe to prooue in this caſe, and perhaps hee will 
not bee able to ſay ſo much as his formall deluded brother, 
Luk. 18. 1 1, 1 2. Sure I am, all that hee can produce for that 
purpoſe, being tryed by the Touchſtone of Gods Truth, will 
prooue too hght and inconſequent. Reviſe the falſe medians 
and inſufficient grounds diſcouered before, and you ſhall 
pereeiue, that none of them can poſſibly inferre a comforea- - 
le concluſion. ; 
11. The Laodicean oy farre more for gold, then 
rowth in grace; thinkes hitmſclfe already rich enough in Ro- 
ligion,and that he hath attained that very temper which cue- 
ty wiſe man ſhould reſt vpon, without anymore medling ; 
y if hee ſhould ſtirre forward, he ſhould be too preciſe; if 
. he ſhould grow any worſe, he ſhould be too prophane; and 
therefore concludes, grupo. þ ing. But tt =, rk 
ned Chriſtian, hauing truely taſted of the aſſurance of 
loue; is infinitely greedy of growing in grace, of conque- 
ring corruptions, of neerer communion with his Chrif , of 
doing his God all the moft glorious fincere ſeruice hee can 
roſibly, before hee goe downe into the pit, and be ſeene no 
more. His performances, by the grace of God, are many, his 
endeauours moe, bur his defires endleſſe, and euer 2 ynſatis- * Sempertibi dif. 


* ws 


* 


fied with his degree of well doing, his preſent pitch of grace ape a 
1 id nondum 


and meaſure of obedience. | WIT | nondum 
Thus hauing premiſed a difcouery of ſpiritual ſelfedeceit, ;1zcunibire- 
whereby many ſo ouervalew themſelues, in point of their ann Siunem | 
ſpiricualeftate,tharthey conceiue they are very right, where- — * 
28 in truth and tryall, they are ſtarke rotten at the root: Their Tex.10.44ve 
caſe herein, is like that mans, who lying faſt aſleepe vpon nne 


che edge of a ſteepe Rocke, W Ce a- 
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Kingdomes, and the very confluence of all earthly content- 
ments; conceiuing that hee wallowes himſelſe in the ouer- 
flowings of all worldly felitities; but vpon the ſudden Rar. 
' ting forioy, Sreakes his necke, and tumbles into the bot- 
come of the Sea. They are lulled aſleepe by the deluding 
cCũhatmes of the Deuill, vpon their beds of preſumptuous ſe. 

| curiry, all their life long, dreaming of no danger at all, but 
euer confident their caſe is good enough to God-· ward: but 

their conſciences being awaked vpontheir beds of death, or 

at fartheſt, at Gods Tribunall, they are ſuddenly ſwallowed 

vp of deſpaire, and drowned in euerlaſting perdition. I come 
now to Corning and forearme the true Chriſtian, that 
with all watchfulne ſſe and conſtancie, bee would euer la- 
bour to preuent and defeate the ſecret aſſaults and inſinua- 
tions of that white Deuill, as a worthy Diuine calls it, Spi- 
rituall pride. A guilded poyſon, which Satan, that cunning 
Alchymiſt and helliſh Spider, doth firſt extract out of the 
very ſweeteſt and faireſt flowers in Chriſts Garden; I meane, 
the moſt holy vertues and heauenly gifts emplanted in his 
Childrens hearts; and then thereby ſo enuenomes and blaſts 
them, that they loſe not onely their owne natiue ſplendour 
and graceſulneſſe, but alſo their fruitfull communication to 
othets, and comfortable acceptation with God. I ſay, when 

de ſees a man extraordinarily enriched wich ſpirituall graces, 

hee ſeekes might and maine to make him ſwell with priuy 

ride; and to puffe him vp with an ouerweening conceit of 

bis owne worth; that ſo the Chriſtian himſelfe may want the 
cCiomfort of them; hisbrethren,the fruit of them; and God, 

the glory of them. When the ſtrong man can no longer 

keepe goodneſſe out of the ſoule, but the holy Ghoſt with 

a mercifull violence breakes in ypon him and dwels there; 

his next endeauour is, to abuſe even Grace ir ſelfe, as an yn- 

happy inſtrument, to weaken and wound it ſelfe: nay, ſo ſub- 

ak, till is he, and endleſſe in his attempts, that if he cannot make 
Szpthomo de a man proud of any thing elſe, hee will labour to make him 
— proud that he is not proud, and to glory vaiueiy, becanſe hee i- 
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in the ſanQified ſoule, I haue diſcouered in my Diſcourſe of « - 
true happineſſe, page 25 · and there made tender of ſomecor- 
roſiues and counterpoyſons againſt it. To which at this time 


I addetheſes 
When thou beginneſt with an ouerweening conceit to 


admire thy ſelfe immoderately & aboue that which is meet, 
caſt thine eye, | 


1. Vpon the purityand piercing of Gods all- ſeeing Eye, 


ten thouſand times brighter then the Sunne, and purer then 
purity it ſelfe; which ſees ſinne to be infinitely more finfull 

and loathſome then thou canſt poſſibly: whereby His holy 
Iuſtice is incenſed with infinite indignation, and vnquench- 
able ſeueritie againſt it. Witneſſe the turning into Deuils, ir- 
recouerable deſtruction, and euerlaſting downefall of lo ma- 


ny e creatures, the top and maſterpiece, as it were, of 
all 


ods handy worke, ſhining once ſo fairely in the higheſt 
heauen, and neereſt ynto his Emperiall Throne: The curſe 
which fell vpon Adam and all his poſterity, for eating the 
forbidden fruit : The confuſions which came vpon' the firſt 


world by the flood: The burning of Sodom with fire and 


brimſtone from heauen; The fearefull reiection of his one 
anclent people: The horrours of a guilty enraged conſei- 
ence, which is a hell vpon earth, and damnation aboue 

round: The everlaſting fire which is prepared for repro- 

ate men and angels, &c. Neither doththis brighteſt Eye 
önely fee all thy ſinnes in their natige fpuleneſſe, but alſo in 
their trueſt number. Thou perhapsn for want of more ſpi- 
rituall eye · ſalue, beholdeſt them hut as Rarres in a gloomie 
euening: bur aſſure, thy ſelfe He ſees them, as moates in the 
Sunne, and as Starres in the cleareſt winters midnight. Mie. 


thinkes, this mortifying medication ſhauld rather make thee 


grow into furthet. deteſtation of ſinne : chen admiration ob 


thy ſelfe. 7 ; T3 + ST QIGE. 2 nes | 
2. Vpon the incomprehenſible perfections and abſolute 
an 


of doth dazle the cleareſt eyes of che hrighteſt Seraphim 
doth drowne; as it were, all Angelicall glory; as the Sunnes 
DA Z 2 preſence 
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of Gods molt holy nature: the ſplendour where - "i 
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ſernants; and bis Au 


preſence,the light of leſſer ſtatres; much more doth it vtterl 

darken the materiall beauty of all the lights inheauen. Were 
the Sunne which is made all of I, and the euer- 
ſpringing fountaine of freſh ſhining beames , preſented be- 
re that ynapproachable Light which beſets Gods ſacred 


Throne; it would vaniſh away, as a darkeſome moate and 


lumpe of vanity. Where then would a fraile ſinfull man in a 
houſe of fleſh appeare? Beho/d,faith Job, bee put no traft in bis 


gel bee charged with folly : how much leſſe 
onthem that dell in houſes of clay , whoſe foundation is in i 
duſt, which are cruſhed before the Moth, chap. 4.18, 19. Behold, 


be pmtteth no truſt in his Saints; yea, the heauent are not chare 


in bi fight: lem much mort abominable and filthy is man, which 
drinketh iniquitie like water? chap. 15. 15, 16. Behold enento 


the Moone, and it ſbineth not, yea, the ſtarres are not pure in 
bis ſigbi: how muchleſſe man, that is aWorme : and the ſonne 


of man wich is aWorme ? chap. 25.5, 6. A glimpſe as It were, 
of chat higheſt glory, ſhining cuerlaftingl in that pureſt in- 


created Eſſence, God bleſſed for euer, did make righteous 


Iob to abhorre himſclfe, aud repent in duſt and aſbes: Holy 


ward the infinite Sunne of abſolute and incomprehenſible 


purity; and then reflect vpon thy ſelſe, as he that hath gazed 
too much ypon our viſible Sunne, looking downe againg 
ſeeth nothing; thou ſhafe behold the nothünguefſe of chine 
ouerweened worth, and nothing but darkneſſe and defor- 
mitie ; and ſo ſhalt finde inſimite more matter of humiliation 
and abhorring thy felfe in duſt and aſhes, then of ſelfe-efti- 
mation and conceitednefſe.''' + 
3. Vpon the cleere Criſtall of Gods pure Law, which 
can diſcouer vnto thee the eaſt por that euer ſtained fo 
much as any one of thy thoughts; ſhines with that perfect 
light, chat it would guide aright euery ſtep which thou ma- 
keſt in the way which is called Holy, and is of that latitude 


for prohibition of ſinne, and leading to purity and exact 
pleaſing of God: that though wer m ſee an end of al per- 


Fecbim, 


Iſaiah to ay Woe is mee; for I am ndone. And ſo if thou 
alſo ture thine eye from the yanity of ſelfe-admirarion,co- 
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fetion, yet it is exceeding broad, And therefore though ſuch 
as hate to he reformed, eſpecially, if theit eonſciences be wa. 
king and working, are drawne to a particular and punQuall 
ſutuey of thiemſeſues and all their wayes in this pure Cri- 
ſtall, euen as a Beare to the ſtake, a Bankerout to his coun- 
ting booke, an Elephant to the vnmudded water, a foule 
face to the Looking - glaſſe: They are well enough content to 
beare che Commandements read, reſtraining their vnderſtan- 
dings onely to the groſſe acts, Thos ſbalt not kill, &c. and per- 
haps iuſtifying themſelues Phariſaically thereabouts ; but 
come to the holy ſtrictneſſe of Chriſtsexpoſition, Nhaſosuer 
looketh ona Woman to laſt. after her bath committed adulterie 
with ber alreadyinbis heart, &». and it ſtrikes full cold to 
their impure hearts, and cauſeth them to cry out againſt the 
men of God, Why doe you torment vs before our times ? I 
ſay, though it bee thus with the ynregenerate, by reaſon of 
their guilty and gauled conſciences; yet let it — 

light, ho art bleſſed with an euerlaſting impregnable pro- 
tection, by the blood and merit of les Chrif,, from the 
curſe and rigour of the Law, to peruſe thy ſelfe punctually 
by this heauenly Looking-glafle, for the diſcouetie of thy 
defects and aberrations; and to diue with ſearching, and ſe- 
rious meditation into this adored depth of perfection and 
puritie, to ſee ho farre thou comeſt ſhort: and then thou 
ſhalt finde infinite more cauſe to preſſe hard towards the 
marke, then to looke vpon that which is behind, or proudly 
to prize any thing that is paſty, Onely I aduiſe, when chou 
ſetſt thy ſelfe thus ſolemnely to rip vp thy conſcience; and 
ranſacke thy heart to the roote, to bring it done and into 
the duſt, for increaſe of humiliation and lowiineſſe in thine. 
owne eyes: as thou holdeſt out in the one hand the cleare 
Criſtali of Gods pure Law, to diſcouer the craokednefle of 
thy vile naturall diſpoſiion, the villanies and s karlet abomi- 
nations oſthine vnregenerate time, the daily ſpots & Raines 
which light vpon thy ſoule, & c. hold out alſo in the other 
hand, or rather lay hold vpon Chriſt leſus by the hand of 
faith, hanging, bleeding, anddyingypon the Croſſe, for- 

„ OG OY 


thoſe 


| thy de- Pſal. 1. 2. 
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Rom. 7. 24. 
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& 30.3. 


fſiuch a bloody ſea of ſinne and 


thoſe very ſame ſins; that thereby thou maiſt viterly quencl 

all Satans fiery ee ot og towards homey . 
preſerue thy ſpirie in ſweeteſt peace, and vneconquerable 
comfort againſt, ifit be poſſible, the leaſt diſtruſtfull intruſion 
of any ſlauiſh terrour. Neu A ee | 

4 · Vponthe holieſt men that euer breathed , the life of 
grace ypon eatth, and the moſt renowned in the Church 
thorow all generations, for all ſpirituall ſufficieneies and ex- 
cellencies;and thou ſnalt find them euer moſt humble in their 
owne conceits, vileſt in their own eyes, nothing in their owne 
account. Me thinks holy Pauls heàuy complaint, O wretched 
man that I am, who ſpall deliner me from the body of this death | 
Heauenly Dawidrcontinualbcry, I am aworme and no man: 
There is no reſt iu my bones bhetanſe ef 2 fame. My ſinue ir euer 
before me, & c. Bleſſed Bradfords abaſing himſelfe, who was 
one of the worthieſt rs, and the Heauenlieſt minded 


man that euer breathed out his laſt in the flames, and aſcen- 


ded to heaven in a fiery chariot, as himſelſe ſpake at the take: 
1 anas dry 4s a ſtoue, ſaith hee, ar dumbe ata nayle; a farre 
from praying, at he that neuer knew am taſte ofit. He ſometime 
ſubſcribed in this manner to thoſe Lettets which were full 
of ſpirituall life, diuineſt ſtreines, and demonſttation of the 
Spirit: The moſt miſerable hard. hearred unrhankefult b 
Tohn'B d. Avery painted Hypocrite, JI. B. &. I ſay, Me 
thinkes, the humble deportment of theſe and all truely holy 
Ones ſhould rather make thee finke yet lower in thine owne 

conceit, then ſwellwith the poyſon of Phariſaicall ſelfe. con- 
ceitedneſſe. N Ve ay oth — Nineteen ory Mags dp 
5. Keepe in a readineſfe, and in freſh remembrance; ſuch 
eonſiderations and cooling cards, as it were, as theſe ; when 
thy heart begins to ſwell vaine-gloriouſly : That thou had- 
deſt thine hand in that fire-worke, which blew vp all man- 
kind; I meane, in eee, ee that brought forthi 
orrow into the World; ſuch 


a world of miſeries and miſchiefes vpon all the ſonnes and 
daughters of Adam all tortures vpon earth, and torments in 
Hell thoro w all eternity: That thou cameſt into this N 
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a ſinke, a Sodom, a very hell of all filth and imputitie; of all 
corruption and crookedneſſe, euen a little Deuill for darke- 
neſſe and damnation: That thou wotully loft and miſ ſpentſt 
many yeeres, perhaps the beſt of thy time, ſtrength of youth, 
flowre of thy age in Satans ſeruice, and ypon thy owne a- 
bominable luſts: That now vpon thy conuerſion, the meere 
worke of Gods free grace, thou being honored with part in 
Chriſts Paſſion, with the preſence of the bleſſed Spirit dwel- 
ling in thee, with the higheſt aduancement of being Gods 


Fauourite, the dearely beloned of his ſauls; yet the beſt Sab- 17.13. 5. 


bath that thou paſſeſt ouer, the holyeſt duty that thou per- 
formeſt, is ned and diſtempered ds many i A 
fections, diftraRions,frailries, and failings : Thar ea 
et inhabiteſt a houſe of fleſh, thou haſt inherent in thy 
0 2 _ — der _ — — to all ſinne, 

leſſe the ſanctifying Spirit for thy priuiledge and preſer. 
5 euen to Atheillie felfe innrder, Sodoany, — 
of Gods mercy,familiarity with wicked ſpirits, ſinne aga 
the Holy Ghoſt, &c. That wheress thouſands about tbee 
goe on in their fianes, and periſh euerlaſtingly, thy ſelfe, ic 
may bee, before thy change worſe then moſt of them; yet 
now becing ſanRified,” thou mayeſt hee aſſured, thy name 
was writin Heauen, from all eternitie; and thereſore from 
euerlaſting thou layeſt in the boſome of Gods loue, and 
from the {ame euerlaſting had the Lord Jeſus, ſer apart to 
ſhead his blood in the fulneſſe of time, for the ſaluation of 
thy ſoule ; and byuspinience burg like; and everlaſting re- 
freſhing ſhall come from the preſence of the Lord: 
ſhalt fhine as the brighenefle of the ſimmament for euer and 
euer · And in all this v made theets differ Thou waſt 
framed of the ſame mould; made, as it Were, of the ſame 
cloth, onely the ſheeres re, -with"choſe that 
periſh: It was adely Gods free'grice'; be gars pleaſure 
of bis will. Theſe and the like confiderations layde toge- 
ther, ſhould infinicely rather mooue thee with vll hom- 
ble reuerence to adore the bottomleſſe depth of Gods free 
Idue vnto thee ; 6— ny thy _ . 
T7! | S 
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boue thy brethren, or proudly inſult ouer thoſe that are 
without ; to praiſe thy God wich a neuer ſatiʒfied admiration 
of his vnconceioeable bounty, then to plague thy ſoule, 
and, as it were, empoylon thy graces with an humour of 

6. Thou muſt ſhortly bee ſtrictly accountable at the iuſt 
Tribunall of God, for the vſe and imployment of all the 


good thiogs hee hath giuen vnto thee; of thy life and euery 


moment ol it; of thy goods and euery farthing of them; of 


euery word thou euer ſpokeſt; of euery thought that ever 
ſprung out of thy beart j of euery Sermon thou euer heardſt: 


of euery Sabbath thou baſk ſolemnized; of euery line thou 
haſt writ; of euery glance of thine eyez of euery iourney thou 
haſt made; &c. of thy wit, memory, learning; of thy ſtrength, 
courage, credit; of thine honour, power, and high place; In 
a word, of cuery benefit or any good thing in any kinde cheu 
euer receiuedſt from the bountifull-and blefſed hand of AL 
. Sa God. And the moe and more excellent and extta- 
ordinary endowments, and gracious indulgences haue beene 
vouchſafed thee: from the euer · ſpringing Fountaine of all 


good]; the more exactly muſt thou bee anſwerable, and in 


proportion accountable for more. Wherefore, fith the gra- 
ces of ſaluation incomparably excell and outſhine all other 
humane abilities; all excellencies of nature, art, policie, lear- 
ning, or what elſe can bee named admirable in the eyes of 
men; God lookes that wee ſhould keepe thoſe heauenly 
Iewels eſpecially, orient; bright and ſhining; communicate 
them moR fran ely and abundantly to our brethren $i and 
with all watchfulneſſe and. wiſdome vpon all opportunities, 
imploy them to our Maſters greateſt and moſt glorious ad- 
uantage. Now there is nothing More hinders the fruit full 
improouement of them ihen Pride ü Nothing makes them 
more paſſable and proſitable then Humility. A proud man 
puft vp with an opinion of his good parts, doth ordinarily, 
out of un itching ambitious humour, ſingle out ſuch ſeaſons 
for diſcouerie of himſelfe, and oſtentation of his gifts; when 
hee may Winne moſt: applauſe from men, and oy wont 
: 13 e 
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ſelte vaine-glorioully; and thereupon is mote rare, dain- 
ty, and reſerued in exerciſing his talent. But adownerighc 
humble Chriſtian is in this kinde vnreſeruedly and indiffe- 
rently for all places, times, and perſons; where, and when he 
may bring glory vnto God, good vnto others, comfort to 
his owne ſoule in diſcharging a good conſcience; He dares 
not for his heart, either out of humour, or for feare he ſhould 
make himſelfe too cheape, as they ſay, or any other vaine 
reſpect, conceale any thing in his heart or braine, were it the 
higheſt ſtrajne of his heauenly skill, or any experimentall 
Gould hee wiſely and ſeaſonably thereby doe him any ſpi - 
rituall good. Let vs therefore inſinitelyabhorre, by filthy 
vaine · glory, to ſtaine the glory, and blaſt the fruitfulneſſe of 
our graces; but rather with all humilitie and watchfulneſſe 
obſerue and apprehend all the wayes, oecaſions and callings, 
whereby wee may glorifie God moſt wich them, and im- 
prooue them beſt for our Lords aduantage; that ſo wen 
giue P our account at the great and vniuetſall Audite, wit 
more fauour, and enter more comfortably into our Maſters 
Sennen CCC 
— Let the feare and foreſight of the many fearefull ef- 
fects, and much ill that certainely followes, and is euer found 
where this white Diuell, ſpirituall pride, haunts, hunt it out 
of thy heart, and keepe 8 continuall narrew watch againſt 
all its ſlie inſinuations. Befides that ĩt plagnes the ſoule that 
harbours it, with many ſpirituall miſeries, diſtempers, diſac- 
uaintance with God (for Hee is euer moſt familiar with 
thoſe who are moſt humble) Phariſaicall ſwellings, in- 
flamations of furious zeale, and the like; it euer procues al» 
ſo. of peſtilent conſequence and preiudice to the common 
ſtate of goodneſſe, to the honour and acceptation of Chri- 
ſtianitie. 1. A truely proud profeſſour, puffed, vp with his 
gifts and ſuppoſed ſufficiencies; which wickedly aimes 
more at yaineglory,then.gloriſying Godz at his owne praiſe, 
then proficing others, is for the moſt part very irkeſome, 


tedious and burdenſome to the company of humble, wiſe, iu- 
* dici ous 
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dicious Chriſtians. For ordinarily hee is ouerralkatiue, 
{wiftro ſpeakeq and too full of words; farre more forward 
to oner-rule and domineere, in oppoſing, moderating, reſol- 
uing, then ſeven men that can render areaſon. An itching hu- 
mour after applauſe, and of carrying away the credit, for 
abilitie to diſcourſe, and eminencie aboue others, puts him 
on too often to powre out himſelfe indiſereetly and im- 
pertinently in all companies, to preſſe and obtrude ypon 
others with much verball importunitie, and vnconquerable 
ſtifneſſe, his maſter · like conceits, without due reſpect or ſea- 
ſonable obſeruation of the humble abilities and ſufficiencies 
of by- ſtanders, & that many times when he hath neither cal- 
ling. fitnes, efficacy of matter, or power of the boy Ghoſt. And 
if a man doe not preſently vpon the bare and fiſt propoſi- 
tion, accord and accommodate his iudgement to euery cir- 
cumſtance of whatſoeuer he holds, and ſquare exactly to his 
Oracles; hee begins to ſhake the head as though hee were a 
loſt man;andis ready ipſe facto, toexcommunicate him out 
of his conſcience, I ſpeake not thus, to ſtop the current of 
comfortable calk;edifying diſcourſc,and fruitful conference, 
in any true-hearted Nathaneels.There is infinitely more need 
to ſtirre them vp, and quicken them to more forwardneſſe 
and foorth- putting this way at Chriſtian meetings: but one- 
ly to intimate the vaine - glorious, daß, opinionatiue tal- 
katiueneſſe of ſuch as are poſſeſſed with this white Diuell. 
2. Such an One alſo is woont to be too auſtere, cenſorious, 
ſowre,and imperious in his e towards thoſe which are 
without; whereby he becommeth; both a ſtumbling blocke 
to them in their way to Chriſtianity ; and brings alſo an vn 


neceſſary, ſcandalous, falſe aſperſion vpon the wayes of God, 


and yoke of Chriſt, as though they were harſh, heauy, and 


vnpleaſant; when as they are moſt ſweet, eaſie and amiable. 
Ikno full well, there is not the wiſeſt, holieſt, humbleſt, dif- 


creeteſt Chriſtian aliue, can ſo poſſibly beare and behaue 
himſelfe; but prophaneneſſe will plague him with ſlande- 
rous imputations of any kinde. bn Chriſt our Maſter was 
not free this way; which of his ſeruants then can, dare; - 

will 


comfortable walking with God. 


will erpectand defire exemption? Bleſſed bee God, that our 
good names are oyled, ſo that theinke will not ſlicke which 
is caſt vpon them. There is ſcarce a religious Profeſſor, eſpe- 


cllyof reſolriowand ſpiicto bee found, ber ſomemen of 


the world will charge him with ſurlineſſe and pride. Where- 
as many times, not only the imputation is miſgrounded, miſe 
taken, miſſe- imputed, faſtened vpon him ſor the moſi part, 
by reaſon of his x. inconformity to the courſes of the world, 
and corrupt ions of the times; 2. vnſoeciableneſſe with pro- 
fane men, 3. reſolution and vndauntedneſſe in good cauſes, 
4. innocency and independency, which beget boldneſle and 


braueneſſe of minde, &c. but alſo thoſe fellowes themſelues, 


who ſo flander him; becauſe their conſciences were neuer 
illightened with ſight, ſence, and acknowledgement of the 
fouſeneſſe of ſinne, their own vileneſſe, the exactneſſe of Gods 
Law, purity of his moſt holy Nature, ſeueritie and cer- 
tainty of his 2 ; cannot poſſibly chuſe but be paſ- 
fingly proud. Yer for all this, I would aduiſe all thoſe who 
haue in earneſt giuen their names to {br5ft ; that they would 
walke watily, and ſo demeane themſelues, that they giue no 
iuſt offence in this kinde. For when they. haue tryed both 
wayes,they ſhall finde, chat mercifulnefle and meekeneſſeto 
thoſe which are without; humilitie and humaniriez affable, 


courteous, and louing deportment; and ſo becomming al coor: 
things to all mn in Pauls ſence, and fo farre as wee may rs 1. Perz l. | 
a good conſcience, is the better way, ſubſcribed vnto by the —— 


manifold experiences of wiſeſt and worthiefi Chriſtians, to 
winne.-honour to our profeſſion, to gaine moe vnto Gods 
ſide, and to preſerue our ſelues in as much peace amidſt a 
naughty and cropked generation, as holineſſe will poſſibly 


ON 


nencs, ſwaruing braineleſſely and ſenſeleſſely from the boly aii. 
e Orthodoxe Iii in. N. 


harmony of confeſſions, and our bleſſed pur 


Articles of Religion; the ttuth whereof, euery honeſt Man, Sagi 
need required, ought to ſeale with his bloud : which when: Tee. 


haue 


ſuperficialnefſe,and irs ordinary conſort, ſelfe conceitedneſſe, 


ermit. 3. God in his iuſt iudgement giues ouer ſuch an 1 e 
One ſometimes to ſantaſticall opinions, odde and abſurd te- — 
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haue ynhappily brought forth, by the midwifery of a kind of 
irituall wantonneſſe; be they neuer ſo monſtrous and mif. 
apen, yet ſome giddy heads will hearken and hanker aften 
themʒ ſo that many times many weake, vngrounded, vnſta- 
ble young beginners in Profeſſion, arelimed , and wofully 
entangled, as wee ſee too often in our chiefeſt Cirie, whence 
enſues an incredible deale of preiudice, hurt and hindrance, 
euen to the common ſtate of goodneſſe; to the honour and © 
acceptation of Chriftianitic. For thereupon is raiſeda a 
in all conuenticles of good fellowſhip , and confiftories of 
worldly wiſdome: That theſe forward profeſſours will all 
turne eee eee eee mY 
Which cry awakes the eye of State-jealouſie; and ſoby an 
ynworthy: conſequent, drawes vpon thoſe who are true 
of heart, euen Gods beſt ſeruants, and the Kings beſt ſub- 
iects, diſcountenance, ſuſpicions, if notmoleftations;ynneceſ- 
ſarily, cauſeleſly. For ſo might yee roote vp your Roſe trees, 
becauſe a worme ſometimes breeds in the fweeteft bud. So 
might yes extinguiſh Monarchies from the face'of the earth, 
becauſe they ſometimes degenerate into tyrannies. So might 
yee conceiue ill of Peter, and the reſt of the Apoſtles, becauſe 
. Judasprooued naught, &c. 2. Sometime hee ſuffers him to 
fall into ſome * Gas, in the face ofthe World, and be: 
fore the watchfull eye of ſcornefull enemies; the infamy and 


<< 
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faſter t to his chaire of peſſilence. Woe vnto him by whom 
ſuch offence doth come; except by a remarkeable repentance 
and recouery, after bleſſed Danidt example, hee recſtabliſh 
himſelfe in the hearts of Gods people and iop the mouthes 
of the aduerſaries, who are equally g guilty o itency, 
as of farre, perhaps, groſſet impieties. 40 r 1 * excel- 
lently expreſſe, and. to the life, the wylineſſe of the wicked, 
and humour of the world vpon ſuch vnhappie occaſions, 
There was, as it ſeemes, ſome ſuch ſcandalous accident be · 
fell in his family. Whereupon hee writes an Epiſtle to the 
Miniſters, Seniours, and whole Citie of Hippo; and heartily , Exp. 2er 
intreates them all, hat themſelues mould not therefore either * — 
faint in that Chriſtian conrſe , aud holy profeſſion 3 or fall Fee. 
fonle with ſuſpicions pe ar vpon all, oo the faults of 4 rum: lia, vel 
few: for there it no ſocietie ſo happy, which it not fained with 7 =3 — red 
fame villany, eAlthongh, faith he, diſcipline be exerciſed in my omnibus — 
family with a watchfull eye, yet Iam a man, and line — 4 
men; and therefore cannot preſumes that mine bouſe ola be 
better then the Arks — Naab; ; thes the 2 56 Abrahams; they 
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World would beleeue, That they are _—_ Doe you noe 
thinke in his time the World did chus inſult and exclaime, or 
Ie Peet brings in the like manner Lerfall: Here now you ſee* Puri. 
— tan Lot, who could not indure the good fellowſhip of the 
| Tort Sodomites; he is now himſclfe ſeized vpon by Inceſt, They 
* are ali ſuch, I will awarrant you. In D axids time: What, Da. 
dal thas, #id? a man ſo preciſe, that he proſeſſeth, a lyer ſhall not carry 
— renes Bi in his fight, Pſa. ol. Hath he taken away another mans wife? 
70 177 Tou ſee now what they all are, &c. Proportionably in theſe 
ſhale not rede times, (and it will be the humour of thoſe that hate to be re- 
formed to the worlds end, ſo to calumniate) if any who haue 
egen. g iuen their names vnto Chriſt, be detected, nay, or ſuſpected 
bd of any notorious ſeandalous crime, it is a ſufficient warrant 
for the wicked to raiſe a generall ery, and to proclaime euery 
where; They are all alike. And good fellowes, as they call 
them, will thinke themſelues wronged, if the World there- 
upon doe not conceiue the onely difference betweene them, 
and forward Profeſſours to be; that theſe carry things more 
cunningly, and haue an art in concealing their miſcarriages. 
We, ſay they, are plaine-dealing men, and appeare, as we are; 
we are fleſh and bloud, and muſt haue our pleaſures; and 
_ | therefore refreſh our ſelues at many merry and loureſſ mee. 
tings: we ſweare ſometimes, and drin le und gume; and to 
tell you true, doe a great deale worſe; but without hypocri- 
ſie:vyhereas theſe demure holy Ones beare themſelues more 
reſeruedly, weare a vitzor in their viſible conuerſstion, but 


- 


aſlure your ſelues, ſinne in ſcerec as well #s we! Iuſt as 44 


| aud if they ſpie any of the betrer fidero fall, they would pre- 
Ones tales offs ſently haue the World to thinke, That the reſt are all ſuch; 
credant,ſednon ogefy they are not aner diſcomerra. Now the Lord rebulte tee, 
omnes poſſe ma- . Se. 2 I 3 the f 

rifeſtart, FSaran, who ſo infatuateſſ che iudgemeniszatid blindeſt the 

> Nonpediefra-, derſtandings of men, otherwiſe of good! parts; aud very 
cer ese df pot. Worldiy wiſe, whom chou wöfully hoodwinkett and hard- 
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n ly and abſurdlg coptdempe d zn for ſome, whereby they ban 
1Petan7. themſelues euerlaſtingly from the loue of the By rhe 
| 4 2. That ; 
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ai That they ſhould erect Tribunals * e 


ces (whichis Gods Royall prerogatiue ;) and ſo miſcenſure 
their hearts, to their own hardening. 3. That they ſhould not 
be able to diſcerne betweene being haled and hurried, as it 


were, into ſome ſinne, againſt the generall purpoſe of a mans 


heart, and practiſe of his life, by the violence of ſome temp- 
tation, paſſionzor impetuous ſudden inſnarement,whichhee 
after heartily bewailes with — bitterneſſe of ſpirit, and 
exemplary repentance, willing, if God were ſo pleaſed, to re- 
— — ſcandall of hifi wich the ſhedding of his blood; 
taking occaſion thereupon to wall more warily, and to doe 
more nobly in the ſeruice of his God, all che dayes of his lift: 
and a reſolued delightfull wallowing in variety ofluſts, plea- 
fures, and grofle ſinnes, without any repentance or reforma- 
tion at all. tie e $72 7657” 
I conclude the whole point, and a good part of my mea- 
ning in the words of an excellent Writer, not much altered. 
ITnot onely hold ĩt lawfull to reioyce in thoſe-good-things, 
wherwith God hath bleſſed ys in any kind whatſocuer, eſpe- 
cially the ſauing gifts of the holy 3 but a note of much 
ynthankefulnefſe,ro entertaine them with a ſullen and vnfee- 
ling diſpoſition. Let all humane affections and endo w ments, 
wherein due reuerence to God is wanting, are no het ter then 
obſcure clouds, hindring the influence of that bleſſed Light, 
which clarifies the ſoule of man, and prediſpoſeth it 'ynto 
the brightneſſe of eternall felicitie. So that inſolent io and 
ouerweening which a man in the pride of his vaine imagina- 


tion, conceĩuetbh of his owne worth, doth abone all eher 
paſſions blaſt our minds, as it were, with lightning, and make 
vs reflect out thoughts our one ſeeming inherent 
goodneſſe; forgetting the vchileſt Him, to chem we are in- 
debted for our very Being: rand befides, it 33 
gifts with: ſuch a malignant humour, that they alſo heci 

vnfruitfull, and vnprofitable to otiiers. 

Thus much concerning the firſt extreme and e 
managing our ſpirituall eſſate, to wit, a proud ouetpriʒing ot 
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ſtruſtfull vndervaluing of Gods mercies, the promiſes of life 


ation. I come now to the ſecond, which is, A detecddd- 


and graces whichwe-pofleſſe,- ak 
And here I cannot hold, but muſt, euen with ſome indigna. 
non, expoſtulate and conteſt with many of Gods hidden ue 
about t — — yncomfortable walking; for 
that th y are ſe | from entertaining and expreſſin that 
vnſpeakable glorious ioy, which ypon their new. birch, is 
their natiue portion and patrimonie; their iuſt and due inhe- 
ritance; as certainelytheirs by an euerlaſting proprieticand 
right(if they would but open their eyes to ſee it, and enlarge 


their hearts to graſpe it) being a fruit of that bo/y Spirit which 
dwels in them; and a price of Chriſts Kingdome eſtabliſhed 


in their ſoules, as their cloathes vpon their backes, their 
hearts in their e eee _ in their veines: 
I ſay, they are ſo farre walking in the ſtrength, and light 
| 1 — that they wickedly, I Toi ſay, if not — — 
bandon and expoſe their ſpirits, freed for euer by the Lan. 
$lood, from the helliſii fangs of any ſlauiſh horrour, to the 
fruitlefle, vn worthy, and ſlauiſn 
ſadneſſe. Whereby, beſides their one needleſſe finfull ſelfe - 
created torment: TTC. 
1. They moſt ynworthily vndervalue, abridge, and diſpa- 
rage the infiviteneſſe of Gods deareſt and tender mercy;zwho 
is athouſand times more ready and forward to binde vp any 
broken heart, then it to bleed before him. 
5 2. They vnneceſſarily diſable ee, themſclues 
for che duties, and comfortable diſcharge of boch their Cal. 
3. They gratifie Satan, and ſatisſie his cruell humor; who 
i hee cannot haue a mans company in Hell hereaſter; (forif 
he were ſure of that: he would make him liue as joyfully and I 
Iouially, as hee could poſſibly) Mat maine, 


to hold him vpon the racke of ſlauiſi diſtruſtfull terrours, all 
che dayes of his lifes mme. 
i 4+ They are thereby many times occaſions of diſcourage 
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ment, and diſheartning to thoſe which * 
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| — enter into the wayes of life; 5; Preiue 
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